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INTRODUCTION


“The most beautiful and colorful movable home in all the world is the tepee of the plains.” With this commentary on the traditional dwelling of Native Americans, Bernard S. Mason illustrates not only his deep admiration of them as a people but provides a unique review of the variety of dwellings they built before the arrival of Europeans.


But there is far more to Boy’s Book to Camping and Woodcraft than recreating ancient dwellings. The author also reviews camping styles practiced before World War II when outdoor travelers were far less ecologically aware of the critical need for conservation than those who head for the woodlands today. He reviews the clothing, shoes, tents and campfire gadgets they once used or wore and the critical role of good axmanship in their camps.


As for the teepees of the Native Americans, there were far more styles of housing among those peoples than conical tents. Mason notes that “as the natural environment varied, the type of shelter varied depending upon the materials, the environment and the culture of the tribes.


“Wigwams, most people seem to picture in their mind as being pointed or cone shaped . . . but the pointed style was from the most characteristic and commonly used dwelling in the northern woodlands. Rather a dome-shaped wigwam or waginogan (pronounced wä´ge-noogän´) was the permanent year-around shelter . . . the pointed bark type or nasa-ogan (pronounced nä´sa-o-gän´) being used only in the temporary camps during the summer months when the family was moving frequently from place to another.”


TEPEES


For a moment let’s concentrate on the tepee, which Mason calls the “nearest to the ideal dwelling that has ever been devised.” Tepees were found across the “wide frontier of prairie-land, used alike by the Dakota, the Assiniboin, the Cheyenne, the Arapaho, the Missouri, the Omaha, and the Crow, among others.”


The first summer tepees were moved from campsite to campsite by the women and dogs. They rarely were more than ten feet tall. But once horses became available to the American Indians, tepees bloomed overnight, typically to sixteen to twenty feet in height. Sometimes the size of tepees towered to even twenty-five feet high.


For those fascinated by tepees, Mason carefully and skillfully describes how to build one, complete with measurements and diagrams. Those technical descriptions of making a tepee could be followed today for a family that wants to build an unusual summer home on a distant beach. Use long commercial poles instead of chopping down and trimming trees. Or an outdoor camping facility could add a large tepee as a special meeting place for boys and girls who are in their camp for the summer. Mason also provides detailed instructions for making a permanent wigwam of sturdy branches covered with bark. But modern campers should use plastic or aluminum poles covered with sheets of heavy plastic.


LEAN-TOS


Mason illustrates how Native Americans built various styles of slab lean-tos that eventually led to the construction of the famed log Adirondack shelters, with an open front and sloping roof. These are still popular at trail campsites in many wilderness settings. He concludes his discussion on various shelters listing woods that were used in housing from those “very resistant to decay” to woods that “decay very quickly.”


Mason’s advice on camping styles and techniques popular before the 1940s are described in a wonderfully informative chapter on “Beds and Duffel.” To Mason, our grandfather campers were broken into two distinct groups: the innocent tenderfoot who “means well and tries hard” and the “tenderfoot No. 2.” The former “hauls into the woods . . . far and away too much stuff, most of which will never be used.” The latter is an outrageous braggart who “takes little or nothing” and, ignoring the reality of a tough outing, boasts of his ruggedness but only after he returns to his desk in the city.


Mason says that both types of tenderfeet, however, eventually learn how to create a comfortable camp “if they camp long enough.” The former who “settles down to an outfit that is at once light and adequate,” and the latter who realizes that camping is “not synonymous with roughing it.”


TENTS


Tents, of course, then as now, were the city dweller’s normal home in the woodlands and forests. Although Mason calls canvas tents somewhat heavy, he nevertheless recommends them, when made waterproof, rather than the newer synthetics that are edging into the camper’s market.


Of the tents campers could buy, Mason recommends the “explorer’s tent, high enough to stand in, with a front flap which formed a sort of extended roof above the door, which could be raised by day, or tied to the tent at night.” For cold weather, Mason recommends the Baker tent, a popular model of his day because it had a large front flap that could be opened on a grim night while a small reflector fire was built in front to provide heat. Mason provides drawings of the tent as he does throughout the book with everything he describes.


BEDDING, SLEEPING BAGS AND PACKS


To enjoy a sound night’s sleep, Mason describes how campers can build a comfortable bed. Even though plastic air mattresses had been developed by the 1930s, Mason did not recommend them because in cold weather they did not keep you warm unless they were covered with blankets. This is still true today, but now we have the luxury of self-filling foam pads that protect the tent dweller from cold and rocky ground.


As for sleeping bags, they were generally made by pinning blankets together. Above all, Mason advises campers to “stay away from cotton blankets.” Wool was the ultimate wilderness fabric, whether for clothing or bedding.


Mason says the “old adage that a camper is known by his fires contains much of truth, no doubt, but it is nearer the fact that he is known by his packs.” The small “ruck sack” is only a good idea for a hiking trip but “not suitable for the camper who must haul blankets and provisions into the woods or by paddle.” In his era, Mason notes that “the most popular pack . . . is the Duluth or Northwestern. This is a large sturdy pack . . . equipped with shoulder straps and a tumpline.” Because of the way modern packs are designed, either with inner or outer frames, the tumpline has virtually disappeared.


FIRE-CRAFT


Fire-craft was of special importance to Mason because in his epoch, the type of wood for building a suitable fire was an essential element of camping knowledge. Today of course, the type of wood we light is only what can be found on the ground. But in Mason’s day, campers had a virtually unrestricted right to chop the best burning wood they could find. Mason’s techniques for starting a fire, however, are still contemporary and popular with campers today. Even his “trench candles,” for use in emergencies, are still useful. I now carry a few such wads with me when I head into the wilderness.


I found it fascinating the way Mason teaches his readers about methods of starting fires using ancient Indian friction skills, as well as a myriad of ways for cooking over an open fire without pot or pan. Bernard S. Mason’s Boy’s Book to Camping and Woodcraft is chock-a-block with fascinating and half-forgotten outdoor skills of yesterday, which make simply wonderful reading for today’s campers, hikers and paddlers who both relish and protect our mountains, plains and woodlands and our rivers and lakes.


Herbert Gordon,


author of The Joy of Family Camping
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SHELTERS FOR THE TRAIL


SAID SOMEONE, “There is no place so dismal as the woods in rain.” How the city starves the soul!


When lightning flashes and the crashing voice of the Thunderbird rocks the earth, I love to go out on the dock and watch the storm approach, there to remain until driving rain and mighty wave breaking over the dock force me ashore and to shelter. I have heard the symphony orchestras of the land, I have sat entranced before the great masters of the violin and the artists of opera, but never have I heard music that can compare to the pattering of raindrops on the tent roof! He must have been imprisoned long among city walls who fails to hear music in these, the Rain God’s symphonies.


My old Indian friend came in with a fresh-cut pole to be placed where strength and endurance were needed. What kind of wood is it? “Elm, storm-tested on the high cliff side!” Storms—the wind and the rain—make strong all things that grow.


And yet, without adequate shelter, the woods may easily turn drab and dismal in the rain. One has no stomach for romance when drenched with rain, nor zest for beauty when shivering with cold!


Sleep in the woods—sleep that house-dwelling folks can never know! Sweet, healing, restoring rest! The cool, sweet-scented night air, close to the damp and smelly earth, fragrant with the incense of the things that grow, leading to Nature’s matchless blessing—the blessing of calm, sweet sleep, the woodland’s perfect rest, reviving, restoring, and making strong for the battles of life in the great tomorrow!


And yet, there is no rest—with countless hordes of mosquitoes hovering about!


The aesthetic rests on a plain, mundane foundation of ordinary creature comforts. So, too, with much of joy, health, and safety. The task of camping is to provide these comforts, any place, any time, regardless of climate, topography, vegetation—and insects. The difference between inconvenience and adventure rests right here.


We are down to the bed-rock matters of comfort when discussing shelters for the trail. Nothing save food and fire is more elemental. On the streams and trails it’s different from being in permanent camps for then we must haul our shelter with us, or must fashion it each night out of materials the woodland offers. Normally we will haul it, which raises the question of tents light in weight, watertight, and insect-proof. But comes the time when we are caught in the woods without a tent and then we shall thank our woodcraft training in how emergency shelters are fashioned.


EMERGENCY SHELTERS


Of course, no one would hit the trail without shelter of some sort but once in a long while we are caught unexpectedly away from camp and are forced to throw together a shelter for the night with what we have. And what we have under such conditions usually gets down to a camp ax and materials found in the woods—browse and bark.


A PONCHO SHELTER


If fortunate enough to have a poncho along when nightfall catches us, the easiest way out is to lay three or four poles against a large fallen log and spread the poncho over them as in Figure 1. The ends of the sheet may be tied to the end poles. Beware of logs that do not lie solidly on the ground, however, because annoying drafts will find their way through any openings.
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Figure 1. A PONCHO SHELTER


A BRUSH DEN


The most primitive and at the same time the simplest, quickest, and most practical shelter that can be tossed together in short order from materials found in the woods is shown in Figure 2. Find a young fir or hemlock with ample plumage that has branches well down to the ground. Chop this four to five feet from the ground causing it to fall so that the butt is still attached to the stump if possible; otherwise lift it and put it back on the stump. Cut out the branches on the underside and also along the top for a distance of seven feet, and stack these on the sides, tips downward, thus creating the bushy, fragrant den shown in A, Figure 2, amply large for your blankets and as watertight as any browse shelter can be expected to be. Additional branches can be cut from the unused point of the tree if necessary to reinforce the sides. In case a tree of suitable size cannot be located, cut a twenty-foot pole and lean it against a large tree, forcing one end into the rough bark about five feet up and sharpening the other end so that it can be stuck in the ground; over this lean long branches cut from bushy young firs or hemlocks to make a shelter of the same shape.
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Figure 2. A BRUSH DEN


Now a shelter of this type will make a pleasant place on a night in summer but it will be cold and damp if the weather is chilly—no shelter is adequate in cold weather unless a fire can be built beside it so as to reflect heat into it. In short order, however, can we change the hemlock or fir den just described into one that will offer all the warmth a cold night will demand. This second type, pictured in B, Figure 2, is by far the better of the two models to fix in one’s mind, for whether the weather is warm or cold, it fulfills every function of an emergency protection. Trim off the branches from the top, bottom and one side of the felled tree and stack them on the other side, thus forming a one-sided lean-to in front of which a roaring reflector fire can be built, warming and lighting the den and offering the cheer that the sight of dancing flames inevitably conjures up regardless of the nature of the weather.


Another cold weather device is to build a fire on the spot selected for the bed before the tree is felled, and then, after it has burned down, to scrape away the coals and ashes. When the lean-to is completed the blankets can be placed on dry, warm earth which will retain its heat under their covering well into the night.


THE THATCHED LEAN-TO


That the thatched browse lean-to is an efficient emergency shelter no one would question, but the time required to do a first-class job raises a question as to its practical value. Since the object is a night or two of protection, a shelter requiring several hours to build is scarcely a common-sense undertaking—the brush den just described will fill all needs in a fraction of the time that careful thatching requires. Of course, if one must fashion a camp for several days’ stay, this lean-to might be ideal, but, for that long a time, needs would normally be anticipated and shelter brought along. The emergency situation that would recommend its use would be a very cold night, for its sloping, tightly thatched roof is a good reflector for the fire. These lean-tos are more often seen in demonstrations and displays of campcraft than in the actual life of the woods, and they do make an attractive exhibit. However, everyone should know the pattern against the emergency when it may be required.
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Figure 3. FRAME FOR THATCHED LEAN-TO


The cross-pole of the frame may be lashed four feet from the ground to two conveniently spaced trees or placed across forked poles driven in the ground eight feet apart as in Figure 3. In case the ground is frozen so that stakes cannot be driven, and suitable trees are not handy, a tripod of three stakes tied together and placed at each end of the cross-pole will provide the support. Against this crossbar five sticks should be leaned of such lengths that the ends resting on the ground are six feet from the uprights. In trimming these poles the stubs of all the branches should be left protruding two or three inches to provide hooks on which to rest the cross-sticks of the frame. Across these sloping poles several sticks should be placed parallel to the ridgepole, spaced a foot apart, and supported by the hooks or stubs of the trimmed branches, or lashed to the sloping end poles.


To this latticework the leafy boughs and twigs of fir, hemlock, or cedar are thatched. Beginning at the bottom and working up in layers, shingle fashion, hook the butts of the twigs under the cross-sticks with the leafy tips hanging downward and resting on the frame, so spaced that the tips cover the butts of the twigs in the row below. When the frame is all covered a good job would require starting at the bottom again giving the roof a double thatching or even a triple one—severe weather would call for a roof a foot thick. If the lean-to is to be used for some time it is well to place a row of cross-poles across the top of the browse roof to hold it firm. Cutting boughs in quantities and thatching takes time and the jobs should not be rushed.


Such a roof cannot be expected to be watertight but is excellent protection from wind and snow. It will shed the worst of the rain but there will be considerable dripping no matter how many boughs are piled on.


A QUICK LEAN-TO OF BARK


Here is the most practical lean-to for a quick camp if one is far enough back in the wilds so that the stripping of bark from standing trees, or the felling of a tree for its bark, is permissible. It can be set up in a fraction of the time required for a lean-to of boughs, is resistant to water, and reflects heat well.


No elaborate framework is necessary—merely drive two forked sticks in the ground and place a cross-pole between them as shown in Figure 4. Suitable bark may be obtained from white cedar, spruce, basswood, hemlock, ash, or chestnut. In order to get strips of the necessary length it is best to fell the tree, but before doing so lay a heavy pole on the ground near the butt to serve as a convenient skid for peeling after the log is dropped on it. Strips of bark nine feet long and a foot wide will be needed. As the bark is peeled from the tree it will spread out in broad sheets—an eight-inch tree will produce shingles of bark twenty-four inches wide—which should then be cut into narrow strips measuring approximately twelve inches. Or, and this is often the easier way, the tree may be girdled at the two points nine feet apart, and several connecting cuts made so spaced that the bark will peel off into twelve-inch widths.


First place a layer of strips lengthwise of the slope of the roof with the concave or hollow side up and then place a second layer on top of these with the convex side up, so arranged that the edges of the upper strips rest in the troughs made by the first layer. The water will thus run into the troughs and off the roof. The roof may be made secure against the blasts of the wind by binding the bark slabs down with a strip of basswood-bark cordage (see page 220) or a rope tied to the upright poles and stretched over the bark, or by placing a pole across the bark at the top and lashing its ends to the uprights as in the drawing.
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Figure 4. A QUICK LEAN-TO OF BARK


With a reflector fire in front this is a first-class shelter but a short-lived one for the heat of the sun will curl the green bark in a few days so as to ruin it.


A permanent bark lean-to is described in Chapter III.


AN INDIAN BARK KENNEL


The Menominees and Chippewas, woodsmen all, when caught alone by nightfall in the woods, shelter themselves in a little one-man bark covering that looks for all the world like the grave houses used by these Redmen before the days of lumber; in fact, were a little pole erected in front with a white rag hanging at the top, a traveler chancing along would surely think that the mortal remains of some poor soul who is now with his fathers was resting there beneath the sod. Today these little grave houses are made of lumber instead of bark.
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Figure 5. INDIAN BARK KENNEL


But it’s the shelter for the living that concerns us: Secure two straight green shoots of any kind of wood, sharpen the ends and thrust them in the ground to form two arches just high enough for one to crawl under, and spaced six feet apart, as in Figure 5. Connect these with three lengthwise poles of very light stuff as shown, and tie to the arches. Then peel the bark from a cedar, spruce, or elm tree and lay over the top, tying the bark to the arches in a couple of places with thongs of elm or basswood bark.


The Indian would spread a few fir boughs on the ground, build a little fire at each end for a mosquito smudge, and crawl in; or if no mosquitoes, he might use only one fire and close the foot end with an upright slab of bark.


For full instruction on stripping bark in large sheets for such purposes as this, see page 43.


TENTS FOR THE TRAIL


The perfect tent for all purposes does not exist. An ideal tent in one situation might be an abomination in another. What do we look for in a tent? First, shelter from rain; second, protection from mosquitoes and other insect pests; third, warmth. And withal the tent must be light in weight and compact in volume—easy to haul and to pack.


None of these points can be neglected in selecting a shelter. Any tent will give protection from rain—one type is about as good as another if that is all that is desired. But a tent designed to keep out mosquitoes, flies and no-see-ums will be damp and cold as a morgue on a chilly night, because cold nights require an open tent into which the heat of the fire can be reflected—it’s a curious fact that the colder the weather the more open the tent must be. To camp with an open tent on a summer night will mean that you will be eaten alive by mosquitoes, and to camp on a cold night with an enclosed tent will mean hours of shivering and the unpleasantness of being confined in a damp, dismal and cheerless hovel. In short, summer camping requires one type of tent, cold nights another type—and so if one is to be equipped with shelter for all emergencies, he must have two tents. Which to take depends on when and where you are going.


No one familiar with the trails and portages will lightly brush aside the question of weight—there is enough to haul without the added grief of a bulky and bundlesome tent. A good-sized man cannot pack more than fifty to sixty pounds for longer than an hour without making a pack-horse out of himself, and robbing himself of the joy of the trip. No adolescent boy should haul more than twenty-five pounds for any length of time and ten pounds is considered right for girls. Consequently, careful attention should be given to the weight and bulkiness of the material from which the tent is made.


Let us consider the tent materials first, then the acceptable styles for warm weather and for cold weather.


LIGHT-WEIGHT TENT MATERIALS


The standard duck from which ordinary wall and similar large tents are made is much too heavy and cumbersome for the compact shelters demanded for canoe cruising and general wilderness use. Such canvas has long since been out-moded and replaced with “feather-weight” materials by canoeists, explorers and sportsmen who know the trail.


There are several excellent cloths available which are remarkably light in weight, absolutely waterproof, sturdy and tough enough for years of the hardest use, and so thin that the tent will roll into a surprisingly small bundle. Any of these will make a stronger, lighter, more enduring, and more waterproof tent than will duck or canvas.


The more popular and widely used of these light-weight tent materials are tanalite, Egyptian cloth, aberlite, kiro, tano, “extra light,” and balloon silk.


Egyptian cloth is an excellent tent material but a trifle heavier than the others and so is not used in making the lightest and smallest tents. Tanalite is probably the best of all materials for light-weight tents, its remarkable strength making possible an unusually thin cloth and producing a tent that will wear for a lifetime. The so-called “extra light” material is practically of the same standard of excellence. Aberlite makes a very good tent, slightly heavier but cheaper in price—of the medium priced materials it is to be preferred. For an indication of the relative weights of the five most widely used of these cloths, a tent weighing seven pounds in tanalite would also weigh about seven pounds in “extra light,” 7¼ pounds in aberlite, 7½ pounds in kiro, and 8¾ pounds in Egyptian.


A tent made of any of these cloths will be a joy forever. It will call for more of an expenditure than a canvas or duck tent but the satisfaction, convenience and comfort one will obtain from it throughout long years of service will make it a cheap investment after all.


Light-weight ponchos or ground cloths are best made of alligator cloth, either in standard light-weight or in featherweight. Rubber ponchos or sheets are much too heavy to be considered.


TENTS FOR WARM WEATHER


A tent for summer camping must be rainproof and vermin-proof—particularly the latter for one can put up with a little leakage and spray in his face, if necessary, better than with the hordes of mosquitoes, flies, gnats, no-see-ums and the scores of other pests without end that infest the woods in the summer. No experienced person would tackle the woods during fly and mosquito season without all possible protection. In other words, the tent must have a ground-cloth and insect-proof coverings for all openings.


The type of tent one would take on the trail in the summer would depend upon how many people are in the party, but the best plan is to select tents suitable in size for two people, which in a pinch will accommodate three, and if there are more in the party, to take additional tents of the same size. A tent of this size brings to mind something on the order of a pup-tent but the ordinary old style pup-tent invariably proves to be a false friend, failing us when its protection is most needed. Wide open at one end, and often at both ends, it offers a constant invitation to the hordes of mosquitoes to come in and partake generously of a buffet supper. Without a ground-cloth it offers no protection below and the open ends give little defense against rain. Such pup-tents are out of the question as acceptable equipment for one going into the woods on a trip of some length, and to send campers out from summer camps on trips with them seems like a deliberate scheme to prevent their happiness and enjoyment of the expedition. No camper should be asked to sleep in the woods without mosquito protection, and no tent is acceptable unless it provides such protection one-hundred per cent. Furthermore, no tent is worth hauling along unless it erects a barrier to moisture in all directions—below, above, sidewards, backwards, and frontwards—and that no matter what turn the weather takes. What type of tent will meet these conditions?


Let us consider the matter first from the standpoint of the person who wishes a first-class tent for woods travel and who is willing to buy the best because he knows it will last a lifetime barring accidents, and secondly, from the standpoint of the boys and girls and others who want an adequate protection at a reasonable cost.


The Explorer’s Tent.—In Figure 6 we have the most popular design for light woodland travel. It has a sewed-in ground-cloth and a bob-binet door with zipper opening, making it absolutely pest-proof. There is a screened and hooded ventilator in the roof. It can be set up with an inside pole placed in the middle of the door, with ropes tied to trees as in the drawing, or with scissor poles outside as illustrated.


This style of tent can be obtained in a variety of sizes. The so-called One Man Tent is the tiniest and lightest tent made, 4½ by 6½ feet long, and is, as the name implies, suitable for one person only. The Ideal Cruiser Tent is the same tent but larger, suitable for two campers, measuring five by seven feet—this is the tent preferred for canoe trips. Then comes the Explorer’s Tent proper which is more spacious, varying from 7½ by 7¼ feet, to 9½ by 7¼ feet.


The Ideal Cruiser Tent made of tanalite or other cloth of equal weight is the perfect shelter for two men on a canoe trip or other expedition in the summer, rainproof, vermin-proof, and “light as a feather.” It will be found wanting for summer travel only on one score: the sewed-in ground-cloth accumulates dirt no end—boots will bring in mud, and with the circular or rectangular doors elevated as they are a few inches from the ground, there is no chance to sweep or shake the dirt out other than by the dustpan method. Furthermore, hobnails are hard on sewed-in ground-cloths, and for safety’s sake, lanterns must give way to flashlights on them. To facilitate cleaning, some campers prefer a tent without the ground-cloth sewed in but with a six-inch ground flap or sod-cloth all around, and a separate ground-cloth which can be laid over the ground when desired. These objections to the use of sewed-in ground-cloths become serious in a large tent in a permanent camp but not particularly so in these pocket-sized shelters—such tents are used only as shifting camps and they do not remain in place long enough to accumulate much dirt, and being small there is no walking on the ground-cloth with hobnails.
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Figure 6. EXPLORER’S TENT FOR SUMMER


Tents of the Explorer’s pattern are designed to conserve all possible material. They slope down at the foot where height serves no purpose, but are high at the front, the Explorer’s Tent proper being high enough for one to stand and the Cruiser model high enough to kneel while dressing. It should be remembered that these tents are sleeping shelters only and are not designed to give room to walk about.


There are many styles of tents on this general order, such as the Canoe Tent, the Compac Tent, the George Tent, the Hudson Bay Tent, and the Ross Alpine Tent, all well known and obtainable from first-class camp outfitters and each with its good points. Between these various models the choice is one of personal preference, but it is probably true that the Explorer’s model is the outgrowth of experimentation with these other and older types and has a greater following among trail experts than any of these. The Miner’s Tent, a time-honored model, is a small pyramidal tent but offers no insect protection and therefore is less often used by those campers who frequent the lake and woods country.


Insect-Proof Pup-Tent.—Unfortunately the tents of the Explorer’s type made of the very light-weight material are out of range in price for the average boy and girl, and especially for use as issued or required equipment for trips in organized camps. And as already indicated, the old-style pup-tent or shelter-half, lacking as it does the absolutely essential requisite of insect protection, does not merit consideration. There is an over-tent of mosquito netting made for the pup-tent, sometimes used in the army, but this is a nuisance and not to be recommended except possibly for tropical use.


However, wedge tents of the size and shape of the traditional pup-tent are available with ground-cloth sewed in, with the back closed, and with a sewed-in front of mosquito netting equipped with a zipper. These cost but a little more than the ordinary pup-tents and offer all of the advantages of protection from insects and ground dampness. Made of canvas they are of course heavy and bulky as compared to the lighter materials, but for the type of use to which boys and girls usually put them, and for the needs of the organized camp, this is not such an important matter. The shape of the wedge tent is not so convenient as that of the Explorer’s model because of the lack of head room, but something must be sacrificed for simplicity and the resultant saving in the time and cost of making. There are some sportsmen who prefer the shape of the wedge tent, however, feeling that the Explorer’s type is a little fussy, and for such campers the wedge type can be obtained in one of the light-weight materials.


Woodcraft means nothing if not living comfortably in the woods. The idea that a good camper should “take it” without complaint, which has often led to the sending of children into the woods without adequate protection, can find no common-sense justification. So often has a potentially glorious trip into the woods terminated in a nightmare of distress because of insect pests that the open pup-tent and its like have become taboo—good vermin-proof ones are too inexpensive and easy to obtain.


TENTS FOR COLD NIGHTS


Cold, wet, and dismal indeed is the little pocket-sized tent of the Explorer’s type on a rainy or chilly night. Seated by the warmth and glow of the friendly fire, one hates to think of bedtime approaching because it means departure to the cold, uninviting tent. Fire is precious in the woods—if not for heat, its dancing flames mean friendliness and cheer and hominess. The closed tent is dark and drab and inhospitable—but one must often sacrifice the sight of the fire in summer for the freedom from insects that the closed tent offers. When nights are cold, however, the mosquito hordes no longer menace and the warmth of fire becomes the prime concern. And so the enclosed tent must give way to the open-sided one that gives free access to the campfire. Hence one needs two tents to meet the exigencies and contingencies of camping in all seasons of the year—a summer tent and one for colder weather.
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