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Introduction


When you think of Grand Teton National Park, do you picture mountains? Even before you first visited the park, you probably saw photographs of the Tetons. These jagged peaks, which tower over the valley called Jackson Hole in northwest Wyoming, are familiar to many people all over the world.


The Teton Range is easy to recognize because it looks so different from other mountain ranges. Earth-quakes and glaciers helped create its unique shape. The mountains climb steeply from the valley, as if they have been pushed straight up through the plains. They are also pointed, like giant fangs. You can see why the Shoshone Indians named the Tetons "Teewinot," or "many pinnacles."
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Bull moose causing a "moose jam."


Each year, millions of visitors come to Grand Teton National Park to see these beautiful mountains. But mountains are just part of the story here. You will also find wildflower meadows, rivers, lakes, glaciers, and many kinds of animals—from bears and wolves to chipmunks and hummingbirds. Jackson Hole and the Teton Range have provided a home for people for at least 11,000 years. When fur trappers arrived in the early 1800s, they found the area being used by American Indians. By the end of the century, settlers had started to build homesteads, cattle ranches, and dude ranches.
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Chipmunk


As more settlers arrived and wildlife started to disappear, some groups worried that this special place was being spoiled. They wanted a national park to preserve the area for future generations of people—like you! Grand Teton National Park was established in 1929 and enlarged in 1950. It now protects 310,000 acres of mostly wild land, an area about the size of Los Angeles with its almost four million people!


What I Saw in Grand Teton will help you learn about the animals, plants, and places you are most likely to see when visiting the park. But if this book included everything you could find, it might weigh more than you do! Some animals, like big- horn sheep, are not featured in the book because they are so difficult to see here. Others, like great horned owls, are nocturnal, which means they are active at night, when you are not.


 



As you travel through the park, see how many items in this book you can check off. Don't be disappointed if you can't find everything, especially the animals. The park is not a zoo. The animals roam where they please. If you don't see them, you can still learn about them, listen for their calls, and watch for their tracks or "scat" (a word biologists use for animal poop).


 

Even when the animals ate napping in the woods, the park has plenty for you to see and do. While you ate exploring, ask your family to help you And answers to these questions:
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	*How did the big boulders around Jenny and Taggart lakes get there?


	*How can you take a wagon across a river without a bridge?


	*How cold can it get in the park?


	*How do scientists know people have lived here for thousands of years?


	*What lake in the park has IS islands?







 

The answers are in this book. But as you visit the park, you will come across things that are not in this book. If you find a plant or animal you can't identify, take a picture. Bring the picture to a visitor center and ask a ranger to identify it, or visit a park bookstore where you can find books on just about everything related to the park.
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Mount Moran


While having fun here, make sure you stay safe. Smart choices are your best defense against fast water, dangerous weather, wild animals, and other things that may hurt you. Please read the park newspaper for safety advice, including information on hiking and camping in bear country.
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