
  [image: Cover Image]


  
    The Geography of China


    Jia Lu


    [image: image]

  


  
    

    [image: image]


    The Ancient History of China


    Art and Architecture of China


    China Under Reform


    The Economy of China


    Famous People of China


    Food and Festivals of China


    The Geography of China


    The Government of China


    The History of Modern China


    The People of China

  


  
    The Geography of China


    Jia Lu


    [image: image]

  


  
    [image: image]


    
      
        	[image: image]

        	
          Mason Crest

          370 Reed Road

          Broomall, PA 19008

          www.masoncrest.com

        
      

    


    Copyright © 2013 by Mason Crest, an imprint of National Highlights, Inc.


    All rights reserved.


    Printed and bound in the United States of America.


    CPSIA Compliance Information: Batch #CH2013-7.


    For further information, contact Mason Crest at 1-866-MCP-Book.


    First printing


    1 3 5 7 9 8 6 4 2


    Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data


    
      Lu, Jia.


      The geography of China / Jia Lu.


      p. cm. — (China: the emerging superpower)


      Includes bibliographical references and index.


      ISBN 978-1-4222-2160-0 (hardcover)


      ISBN 978-1-4222-2171-6 (pbk.)


      ISBN 978-1-4222-9449-9 (ebook)


      1. China—Geography—Juvenile literature. I. Title.


      DS706.7.L58 2012


      915.1—dc22


      2010048008

    

  


  
    Introduction


    [image: image]


    Dr. Jianwei Wang


    University of Wisconsin–Stevens Point


    Before his first official visit to the United States in December 2003, Chinese premier Wen Jiabao granted a lengthy interview to the Washington Post. In that interview, he observed: “If I can speak very honestly and in a straightforward manner, I would say the understanding of China by some Americans is not as good as the Chinese people’s understanding of the United States.” Needless to say, Mr. Wen was making a sweeping generalization. From my personal experience and observation, some Americans understand China at least as well as some Chinese understand the United States. But overall there remains some truth in Mr. Wen’s remarks. For example, if you visited a typical high school in China, you would probably find that students there know more about the United States than their American counterparts know about China. For one thing, most Chinese teenagers start learning English in high school, while only a very small fraction of American high school students will learn Chinese.


    In a sense, the knowledge gap between Americans and Chinese about each other is understandable. For the Chinese, the United States is the most important foreign country, representing not just the most developed economy, unrivaled military might, and the most advanced science and technology, but also a very attractive political and value system, which many Chinese admire. But for Americans, China is merely one of many foreign countries. As citizens of the world’s sole superpower, Americans naturally feel less compelled to learn from others. The Communist nature of the Chinese polity also gives many Americans pause. This gap of interest in and motivation to learn about the other side could be easily detected by the mere fact that every year tens of thousands of Chinese young men and women apply for a visa to study in the United States. Many of them decide to stay in this country. In comparison, many fewer Americans want to study in China, let alone live in that remote land.


    Nevertheless, for better or worse, China is becoming more and more important to the United States, not just politically and economically, but also culturally. Most notably, the size of the Chinese population in the United States has increased steadily. China-made goods as well as Chinese food have become a part of most Americans’ daily life. China is now the second-largest trade partner of the United States and will be a huge market for American goods and services. China is also one of the largest creditors, with about $1 trillion in U.S. government securities. Internationally China could either help or hinder American foreign policy in the United Nations, on issues ranging from North Korea to non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. In the last century, misperception of this vast country cost the United States dearly in the Korean War and the Vietnam War. On the issue of Taiwan, China and the United States may once again embark on a collision course if both sides are not careful in handling the dispute. Simply put, the state of U.S.-China relations may well shape the future not just for Americans and Chinese, but for the world at large as well.


    The purpose of this series, therefore, is to help high school students form an accurate, comprehensive, and balanced understanding of China, past and present, good and bad, success and failure, potential and limit, and culture and state. At least three major images will emerge from various volumes in this series.


    First is the image of traditional China. China has the longest continuous civilization in the world. Thousands of years of history produced a rich and sophisticated cultural heritage that still influences today’s China. While this ancient civilization is admired and appreciated by many Chinese as well as foreigners, it can also be heavy baggage that makes progress in China difficult and often very costly. This could partially explain why China, once the most advanced country in the world, fell behind during modern times. Foreign encroachment and domestic trouble often plunged this ancient nation into turmoil and war. National rejuvenation and restoration of the historical greatness is still considered the most important mission for the Chinese people today.


    Second is the image of Mao’s China. The establishment of the People’s Republic of China in 1949 marked a new era in this war-torn land. Initially the Communist regime was quite popular and achieved significant accomplishments by bringing order and stability back to Chinese society. When Mao declared that the “Chinese people stood up” at Tiananmen Square, “the sick man of East Asia” indeed reemerged on the world stage as a united and independent power. Unfortunately, Mao soon plunged the country into endless political campaigns that climaxed in the disastrous Cultural Revolution. China slipped further into political suppression, diplomatic isolation, economic backwardness, and cultural stagnation.


    Third is the image of China under reform. Mao’s era came to an abrupt end after his death in 1976. Guided by Deng Xiaoping’s farsighted and courageous policy of reform and openness, China has experienced earth-shaking changes in the last quarter century. With the adoption of a market economy, in just two decades China transformed itself into a global economic powerhouse. China has also become a full-fledged member of the international community, as exemplified by its return to the United Nations and its accession to the World Trade Organization. Although China is far from being democratic as measured by Western standards, overall it is now a more humane place to live, and the Chinese people have begun to enjoy unprecedented freedom in a wide range of social domains.


    These three images of China, strikingly different, are closely related with one another. A more sophisticated and balanced perception of China needs to take into consideration all three images and the process of their evolution from one to another, thus acknowledging the great progress China has made while being fully aware that it still has a long way to go. In my daily contact with Americans, I quite often find that their views of China are based on the image of traditional China and of China under Mao—they either discount or are unaware of the dramatic changes that have taken place. Hopefully this series will allow its readers to observe the following realities about China.


    First, China is not black and white, but rather—like the United States—complex and full of contradictions. For such a vast country, one or two negative stories in the media often do not represent the whole picture. Surely the economic reforms have reduced many old problems, but they have also created many new problems. Not all of these problems, however, necessarily prove the guilt of the Communist system. Rather, they may be the result of the very reforms the government has been implementing and of the painful transition from one system to another. Those who would view China through a single lens will never fully grasp the complexity of that country.


    Second, China is not static. Changes are taking place in China every day. Anyone who lived through Mao’s period can attest to how big the changes have been. Every time I return to China, I discover something new. Some things have changed for the better, others for the worse. The point I want to make is that today’s China is a very dynamic society. But the development in China has its own pace and logic. The momentum of changes comes largely from within rather than from without. Americans can facilitate but not dictate such changes.


    Third, China is neither a paradise nor a hell. Economically China is still a developing country with a very low per capita GDP because of its huge population. As the Chinese premier put it, China may take another 100 years to catch up with the United States. China’s political system remains authoritarian and can be repressive and arbitrary. Chinese people still do not have as much freedom as American people enjoy, particularly when it comes to expressing opposition to the government. So China is certainly not an ideal society, as its leaders used to believe (or at least declare). Yet the Chinese people as a whole are much better off today than they were 25 years ago, both economically and politically. Chinese authorities were fond of telling the Chinese people that Americans lived in an abyss of misery. Now every Chinese knows that this is nonsense. It is equally ridiculous to think of the Chinese in a similar way.


    Finally, China is both different from and similar to the United States. It is true that the two countries differ greatly in terms of political and social systems and cultural tradition. But it is also true that China’s program of reform and openness has made these two societies much more similar. China is largely imitating the United States in many aspects. One can easily detect the convergence of the two societies in terms of popular culture, values, and lifestyle by walking on the streets of Chinese cities like Shanghai. With ever-growing economic and other functional interactions, the two countries have also become increasingly interdependent. That said, it is naïve to expect that China will become another United States. Even if China becomes a democracy one day, these two great nations may still not see eye to eye on many issues.


    Understanding an ancient civilization and a gigantic country such as China is always a challenge. If this series kindles readers’ interest in China and provides them with systematic information and thoughtful perspectives, thus assisting their formation of an informed and realistic image of this fascinating country, I am sure the authors of this series will feel much rewarded.
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    A rider guides his horse through a green field in China’s fertile Gansu Province. China is one of the world’s largest countries, and it includes a variety of terrains, climates, and geographic features.
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    Overview


    In eastern Asia, situated between the Yellow and East China Seas to the east and Central Asia to the west, and between Russia to the north and the South China Sea to the south, is a giant land whose shape vaguely resembles that of a chicken. This is China, the world’s most populous country, which today is home to about 1.35 billion people.


    Geography and Culture


    In addition to its huge population, China ranks as one of the world’s largest countries by area. With approximately 3.7 million square miles (9.6 million square kilometers) of territory, China makes up about 6.5 percent of earth’s total land area. Some sources list it as the world’s third-largest country, behind Russia and Canada; others place China fourth, behind the United States as well.


    China boasts one of the oldest uninterrupted civilizations, extending back some 4,000 years. Much of the area within the country’s present-day borders was first brought into a unified empire in the third century B.C. Since that time, China has experienced periods of chaos and civil wars, but it has always managed to reunite into a single country.


    Over the centuries, as China’s territory expanded, its culture and politics spread into nearby lands. The Chinese cultural influence can be seen particularly in Japan, Korea, Vietnam, and Mongolia. Yet throughout the more than two millennia between the founding of its first unified dynasty and the collapse of dynastic rule in the early 20th century, Chinese civilization developed in relative isolation. In part this is due to geography: to the west lie extremely rugged mountains and deserts that were not easily traversed; to the east is the vast Pacific Ocean. In part, however, China’s cultural isolation was self-imposed. China traditionally considered itself the center of the civilized world, surrounded by barbarians who had little to offer in cultural terms. This idea is reflected in the name the Chinese used to describe their land: Zhongguo, meaning “Central Kingdom” or “Middle Kingdom.”


    China’s historical isolation is perhaps best symbolized by—indeed, to some extent was actually achieved through—its most recognized landmark: the Great Wall. This ancient wonder, extending some 3,730 miles (6,000 km) across northern China, from Jiayuguan in the northwest to Laolongtou (“Old Dragon Head”) along the Bo Sea coast in Hebei Province, is the largest man-made structure ever built. Its walls average about 25 feet (7.8 meters) high and 19 feet (5.8 meters) thick—wide enough for ancient Chinese soldiers to march, or even ride in horse-drawn wagons, along the top. At regular intervals were living quarters for garrisoning soldiers, as well as huge fireplaces where signal fires could be lit to transmit news of an enemy invasion and call for reinforcements.
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      This map shows the location of China within Asia.

    


    Construction of the Great Wall began during the reign of Qin Shihuang (221–210 B.C.), the first emperor to rule a unified China, and continued sporadically through successive dynasties into the Ming period (A.D. 1368–1644). Qin Shihuang actually began the project by linking together existing defensive walls built by the various Chinese states he had conquered; his purpose was to prevent invasions by the nomadic hordes of “barbarians,” known as Xiongnu, who periodically swept down from the grasslands to China’s north. While the Great Wall may have been intended to keep the barbarians out, it also in effect kept the Chinese in, thereby reinforcing China’s sense of cultural isolation.
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      U.S. president Richard M. Nixon and his wife, Pat, pose on the Great Wall of China during their historic 1972 visit. The Great Wall, whose construction began in the third century B.C., is one of China’s most recognizable landmarks.
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