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DR. LYNN ANDERSON


Dan had never experienced anything like this. His thick fingers nervously brushed through his black hair as he tried to hold back the tears that fell from his eyes and the emotions that welled up in his heart. He leaned over to the friend who had brought him to this “event” and whispered, “When I go home, I’m going to be a changed man.”


Carol had come against her will. Shannon, a friend from work, had been so persistent that Carol just couldn’t say no. As she stood among the crowd of people, she remembered standing in front of the mirror just an hour earlier, brushing her wavy blond hair and dressing her deep brown eyes for this morning’s event. Begrudgingly, she had climbed out of the bed of a man who was not her husband and whom she did not love to meet Carol here. But now she was hugging Carol with genuineaffection, and between her heavy sobs, she made the firm commitment never to return to that man or his bed again.


Paul and Susan arrived wearing dull, unexpectant expressions. This all-American couple came expecting a predictably mind-numbing ordeal of little benefit and even less enjoyment. They were from out of town and were simply visiting Susan’s mother. This boring session would soon be over, and they could head home. But as the proceedings began, surprise replaced their boredom. Then, as the morning unfolded, their faces lit up with joy and satisfaction. They held each other’s hands and the hands of those sitting next to them. Paul placed his arm around Susan’s shoulder, and they looked into each other’s eyes. Without saying a word, they knew the lights had been turned back on in their lives.


You are probably wondering what special occasion these people were part of. What special event affected their lives so positively and dramatically?


It was simply a Sunday morning worship service at a local church—but it was vibrant, authentic, meaningful—a service that linked their hearts with the almighty God and his transforming power. Can worship really be a history-making event where participants are renewed and molded into the likeness of God? Do churches like this really exist? The answer is yes. While such churches are not exactly typical, their numbers are growing. For these churches, worship is not about tradition and routine; worship is about God—his power, his glory, his will, and his plans for men and women everywhere.


Some call efforts to revitalize worship a “praise craze”; they fear that authentic worship will get lost in marketing and entertainment or that the church will lose contact with its roots. Admittedly, some change issuperficial—mere tinkering with lights, microphones, and audiovisuals. But the biggest and most important things happening in worship renewal are far more substantive than mere bells and whistles. Massive numbers of Christians long for more meaningful worship. They will not be satisfied with anything less than authentic pursuit of God—in both public and personal times of worship. These people are in search of wonder. They long for worship with more theological content and less predictability, more God and less us, more participation and less rote ritual. They want fresh expressions of praise in the language of today; yet they do not want to cut themselves off from the past.


In 1992, Hope Network sponsored a church leaders’ seminar—A Church That Connects I—which advocated change in some of our systems and formats for reaching and nurturing this rapidly shifting culture. This led to A Church That Connects II, which articulated principles of responsible change management, and ultimately to a book titled Navigating the Winds of Change, published by Howard Publishing Company.


In the wake of Connect II, we heard a growing request among attendees for help with theological foundations in worship renewal, lest the changes become mere fiddling with forms.


The response to these requests culminated in the 1994 A Church That Connects III and in the book you now hold in your hands. I firmly believe God’s hand was at work in bringing this book together. Six of today’s finest Christian scholars, communicators, and opinion leaders who, above all, share a passion for God, worked with me to compose the chapters that make up this relevant and important book. All contributors share an intense love for biblical teaching on worship, all live their lives “in search of wonder,” and all are eager tocontribute toward a sound biblical theology of worship articulated in layman’s language.


Because of the caliber of men I worked with and the topic we addressed, I thoroughly enjoyed the task of rough-editing this volume. Hats off in gratitude to the contributing writers:


• Max Lucado, well-known Christian writer, radio voice, and San Antonio minister


• Mike Cope, Texas minister, writer, and widely sought after conference speaker


• Randall J. Harris, minister and professor, David Lipscomb University


• Dr. Rubel Shelly, Nashville minister, writer, and adjunct professor, Vanderbilt University


• Dr. Harold Shank, Memphis minister and adjunct professor, Harding Graduate School of Religion


• Dr. Jack R. Reese, dean of Graduate Department of Religious Studies, Abilene Christian University


A huge bouquet of roses to Philis Boultinghouse of Howard Publishing Company who has poured her soul and her excellent professional skills into the final edit of this book.


Together we offer it to you, dear readers, who too are “in search of wonder.” We understand, of course, that this is only a beginning; yet we hope this step toward a theology of worship for today’s church will assist you and your circle of believers toward a more authentic and consistent encounter with God. To him be the glory.










DR. LYNN ANDERSON
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CHAPTER ONE To Endless Years the Same
 [image: image]
A Definition of Worship






Before the hills in order stood,
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.1


This verse from Isaac Watt’s classic hymn “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” reminds us that God has been around a long time. Eternally, in fact! And human beings have worshiped him since the days of Eden.


The conversation began innocuously, with a simple question about drinking water. Then it moved to Jews, then to men and to husbands, then to prophets and temples. Finally she got around to the industrial strength question—about God! She was actually asking the same question we are asking—just phrased in a different way, “Where are we supposed to worship God? In your temple or on our mountain?” (see John 4:20-24). In other words, “Where do I find God? How do I worship him?”


Jesus gave her a strange answer, “You Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.” With this answer, he dropped a reminder of the long, long roots of Yahweh worship.


Continuity between the Old and New Testaments


Jesus reminded the woman at the well, and us, that a full and balanced biblical panorama of worship is painted in a radical continuity between the Old and New Testaments. This stands, of course, in contrast to the radical discontinuity many of us have been taught.


Where Do We Learn of Worship?


The New Testament texts, if taken by themselves, leave us with an impoverished view of worship. After all, the Bible of the New Testament church was the Old Testament! Centuries of revelation and tradition on worship shaped the understanding of the New Testament church—images of the transcendent God, encounters with the Holy One, the Psalms. And when New Testament writers referred to worship, they assumed that their readers already held the rich view of worship which is “from the Jews.” Consequently, New Testament writers spill very little ink articulating the core nature of worship.


Early New Testament worship reflected synagogue assemblies, not the rich environment of the temple. The synagogue was a school, a place of teaching the word, a place of ideas; whereas the temple was a place of full-blown praise and exaltation. Temple and synagogue experiences together shape the whole biblical picture of worship.


Actually, discussion of worship in the New Testament deals primarily with correctives—concerning things that had gone wrong in the church assemblies; it deals very little with worship per se. Thus, it takes both testaments to give us the whole, balanced picture of worship. Synagogue and temple, teaching and praise—a radical continuity throughout the whole Bible.


Some may object, “But, what of the division between the testaments I’ve been taught most of my life? I thought the Old Testament was done away with. What about the King James version of 2 Timothy 2:15, ‘Study to shew thyself approved unto God … rightly dividing the word of truth?’”


Many have taken the 2 Timothy passage to mean that correct Bible study divides the Scriptures into two radically discontinuous theologies. Or stated bluntly, “Chop the Bible in half. Leave the first half behind. We are now under the New Testament.”


Neglecting the Old Testament has caused some of us to distort some parts of the New Testament, resulting in (among other things) a muddled theology of worship. By way of illustration, one aged preacher, whom I love and respect, recently lamented to me, “Psalm 23 should have been in the New Testament. It’s a shame such a beautiful notion got left in the Old Testament.” He implied that somehow, just by being in the Old Testament, the psalm loses significance.


What Has Changed?


Some things are definitely different this side of the cross. Our means of approaching God is now through Jesus. As our new priest, he replaced faulty human priesthood. His once-for-all sacrifice replaced the futility of repeated animal sacrifice, which could never take away sin (Heb. 10:4).


And, in some senses, the law was “nailed up.” Christ “canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross” (Col. 2:14). Jesus abolished “in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations” (Eph. 2:15). The “law was put in charge to lead us to Christ that we might be justified by faith. Now that faith has come, we are no longer under the … law” (Gal. 3:24-25).


As a means of achieving salvation, the law was nailed up. Fact is, no one is saved by law keeping. Notthen. Not now. Jesus nailed up the notion that one could be saved by keeping the commandments of the law.


The ceremonial expression of the law was nailed up, with its human priesthood, its animal sacrifices, its oblations and rituals. And the law, as an external and institutional means of identifying God’s people, was nailed up. No longer are God’s people designated as “the ones who keep the rules of the old law” (specifically circumcision). In a very clear sense, the old law no longer stands in judgment over us.


What Has Stayed the Same?


But, on the other hand, the core truth of Old Testament teaching still stands. Theology (our understanding of God) is still shaped by the Old Testament as well as the New. Although Christians are not saved by meeting the standards of the law, the Ten Commandments are still essentially and fundamentally true because they describe and express the nature of an eternal God. They lay out the foundation of a lifestyle lived out in relationship with God. Of course, we now have a far more profound concept of the Sabbath than a mere Saturday’s rest, but the will of God is still basically the same. Paul said, “So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous and good” (Rom. 7:12), and “We know that the law is good if one uses it properly” (1 Tim. 1:8).


God is still the same God: his nature has not changed.


We are still the same needy, sinful creatures. That hasn’t changed.


Salvation is still only by God’s grace through faith—always has been. It was for Abraham, and it still is for us. That hasn’t changed.


And the authentic cry of humble hearts is still of central importance with God. That has not changed.


Jesus—the Fulfillment of the Law


The law was not abolished; it was fulfilled. Jesus is the fulfillment of the law. He said,


Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven. (Matt. 5:17-19)


However, the law is packaged differently for us this side of the cross. Listen to Jesus, “In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 7:12). When we treat others the way we want to be treated, we are “doing the law.” Jesus also said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments” (Matt. 22:37-40). Loving God and neighbor is “doing the law.”


Doing the law is not rule-keeping; doing the law is relationship with God through Jesus. And he, living in us, lives out the will of God in our lives. Paul the apostle said, “The law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. … in order that the righteous requirements of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the sinful nature but according to the Spirit” (Rom. 8:2, 4).


The Holy Spirit, living in us, fills us with new power to work the law in us. Thus, Jesus empowers us to live in harmony with the will of God though the strength of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit both deals with sin, “by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body” (Rom. 8:13), and fills us with the fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law” (Gal. 5:22-23).


Doing the law is not rule-keeping, but relationship with God through Jesus.No. The old law is not done away with. Rather it is fulfilled in Jesus to be lived out in Christians by the power of the spirit.


In this way, the eternal and holy law of an almighty and changeless God is internalized in our minds and hearts. “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time, says the Lord. I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds” (Heb. 10:16, cf. Jer. 31:33). The heart of the worshiper is the central ingredient in acceptable worship.


Like Jesus explained to the woman at the Samaritan well, “A time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth” (John 4:23-24).


There is far more to the Old Testament than the law. The Old Testament is loaded with revelation about God and with revelation about man. The Old Testament gives God’s account of the God/man relationship. This rich heritage shapes us and gives us discernment into ourselves and our worship of God.


Thus, I boldly assert: Worship is essentially the same in both Old and New Testaments. The Bible is radically continuous, and both Old and New Testaments contribute to a full and balanced theology of worship. Since we are the same and God is the same and truth is the same, let’s go back and look at the whole Bible as we learn how to worship.


Worship as Defined through Both Testaments


1. Worship Is about God


First and foundationally, through both Old and New Testaments, worship is about God, not about us! Worship is fundamentally praise: it is our response to God for who he is and what he has done.


Worship is fundamentally praise: it is our response to God for who he is and what he has done.Two Old Testament Hebrew verbs spell out the heart of worship: hallel and gada. These words mean “praise,” “thank,” “bless,” or “worship.” Or in the English of today, they would mean something like, “Hooray! Hooray for God!” Hallel then picks up the name of God (Yahweh) and forms our word Hallel Yahweh, or Hallelujah, which simply means “Praise God.” However, the word hallelujah, meaning “praise the Lord” or “give thanks to the Lord,” is a preliminary phrase leading to the “main event” expression of who God isand what he has done. “Praise the Lord” is a preliminary or a call to praise, an urging to praise, or a profession of a desire to praise. It is the “because of” or “for” preceding the main event. An example of the main event might be, “His mercies endure forever.” Praise the Lord because … Praise the Lord because he created the world or because his love endures forever. One clear example of the preliminary/main event sequence is the repetition in Psalm 136:


Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. (preliminary)


His love endures forever. (main event)


Give thanks to the God of gods. (preliminary)


His love endures forever. (main event)


To him who alone does great wonders, (preliminary)


His love endures forever. (main event)


God has countless “main event” characteristics for which we praise him. Two examples are his holiness and his presence among us.


God’s Holiness


God’s holiness elicits worship and awe. God is frequently imaged in Scripture as “the Holy One of Israel”: “There is no one holy like the Lord; there is no one besides you” (1 Sam. 2:2); “Who is it you have insulted and blasphemed? Against whom have you raised your voice and lifted your eyes in pride? Against the Holy One of Israel!” (2 Kings 19:22); “Our shield belongs to the Lord, our king to the Holy One of Israel” (Ps. 89:18).
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