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INTRODUCTION










God Almighty sent messengers to humanity to teach us good behavior and the purpose of our lives. The Holy Qur’an mentions the names of twenty-five prophets, Prophet Adam being the first and Prophet Muhammad the last. Their stories are full of lessons for humankind as they are the best role models to follow. They demonstrate in the best possible way the great mercy of God for us. Despite all the difficulties they faced they stood firm in their faith, and with the utmost patience and perseverance they never gave up worship and teaching.


The length of these stories varies in the Qur’an. Some of them are very long (like the story of Prophet Joseph) with many details, whereas some others are as short as a few sentences (like the story of Prophet Elijah); sometimes only the names of the prophets are mentioned (like Prophet Dhu’l-Kifl). So, we have expanded especially some very short stories with additional information from the sayings of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, and with narrations from other sources like Qisas al-Anbiya by Ibn Kathir. This is why some of the details in this book are not found in the Qur’anic text. Please also note that some of these narrations may have pre-Islamic content. Out of respect for the memories of the Prophets, they are not visually depicted in Islamic tradition, a principle we fully observed in this book. 


We pray to God to accept this work only for His own sake. Our intentions are to enlighten and enrich children of all ages with the news of God’s message to humankind as revealed in the Holy Qur’an. All that is good in this book is from God and any mistakes are from us.


Shahada Sharelle Abdul Haqq is an illustrator and the founder of the Islamic Academy of Huntsville in Alabama. Ruth Woodhall is a staff editor for The Fountain Magazine.
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In the name of God, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate




PROPHET ADAM 


The Father of Humankind


[image:  ]










After God created the universe, the world, and all the plants and creatures in it, He told the angels that He was going to create human beings. The angels asked, “Will You make someone who will cause mischief and shed blood?” God said to them, “I know what you do not know.”


God created Adam, the first man, from wet clay. He taught Adam the names of everything in creation, including the plants and animals, the sun, the moon, and the stars. Then, God showed the same things to the angels and said, “Tell Me the names of these things if you are truthful.” The angels said, “Glory to You, the Most High, we have no knowledge except what you have taught us. You are the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”


God then said, “O Adam, tell them the names of all things.” After Adam had told them the names, God told the angels to bow down to Adam. They all bowed down. But amongst the angels was Satan. Satan was a jinn, a being made of smokeless fire. Satan did not bow down with the angels to Adam and said, “I am better than Adam. You made me from fire. But him You made from clay.” Satan showed his envy and arrogance.















	[image:  ]

	[image:  ]









God ordered Satan into Hell, but Satan asked God to give him some time away from Hell until the Day of Judgment. God granted Satan that time. Satan said that he would use his time to persuade all human beings to sin, so they would go to Hell too. He would whisper temptation and evil ideas into their hearts. He swore that few humans would prove themselves grateful to God. Only God’s most faithful servants would remember Him.


God told Adam and his wife Eve to live in Paradise and eat freely of the things there. There was only one tree that he warned them not to come near. But Satan was jealous, and he whispered to Adam and Eve. He persuaded them both to forget that they should be obedient to God. He tempted them to eat from the forbidden tree, and at last they took the fruit. Suddenly, after sharing the fruit, they both felt ashamed. They gathered the leaves and branches from the Garden and tried to cover themselves. But God sees all things and they could not hide themselves or their sin from Him.


Adam and Eve were very sorry for what they had done. They begged God for His forgiveness and mercy. They remembered that they could not even live without His mercy. God forgave them and made Adam the first prophet. Then, God sent them out of the Garden to live on earth for a time. God told them to remember that whoever follows His guidance does not need to fear, and after they die, they will return to the Garden forever.


Human beings cannot see Satan. This is one reason we must pray and call on God often. Human beings need God to continue to exist, for all the things we need in our lives, for guidance, and for protection from Satan and his helpers. Only God can make it easy for us to do good deeds, so we can return to the Garden forever.
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PROPHET ENOCH [image:  ]


A Prophet Raised to a High Rank


Adam had many children, and they had many children. Among the people of Adam’s family were many men who were prophets. The Holy Qur’an mentions Enoch, the prophet and servant of God. He was the great grandson of Adam’s son, Seth. He was a man of truth and sincerity and God raised him to a high rank.


Prophet Enoch called his people to worship God alone. But very few of his people listened to his call. Most of them turned away. 


Prophet Enoch taught the people to be just and fair. He taught them to pray and fast on certain days. He also taught them to give a portion of their wealth to the poor in order to please God.


He taught many more important things to his people and all of us today. He warned people not to envy others. He taught them that the best way to show gratitude for God’s favors is to share them with others. He warned people not to be excessive or extravagant because they would not benefit from it in the end. He said that people can only really be happy when they have done a lot of good deeds because their good deeds will speak to their Lord for them on the Day of Judgment. He said that the real joy of life is to have wisdom. It is reported that Prophet Enoch was a tailor, so he is considered as the originator of this craft.

















PROPHET NOAH 


and the Great Flood


[image:  ]


Many many years passed between the time of Prophet Adam and the time of Prophet Noah. At one time, there were some very good men among Prophet Noah’s people. After they had died, their friends and admirers made statues of them to remember them by. Eventually, the children of those people began to pray to the statues, and their idol worship began.


Then, because in this way Satan had caused them to forget the true God, the people became cruel and immoral. So, God sent Prophet Noah—an intelligent, patient man, and an excellent speaker—as His Messenger to guide his people to know right from wrong. Prophet Noah explained that everything between the heavens and the earth should bow down to God as His servant, and nobody should bow to anything else. 
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The people listened for a while but later they called him a liar. Only the weak, the poor, and the common people believed his words. His message came as a mercy to their hearts.


As for the rulers, the rich, the strong, and the powerful, they told Prophet Noah, “We think you are just a man like us and nothing more.” Prophet Noah promised them that he was not asking them for anything, neither wealth nor fame. For nine hundred and fifty years he went on calling his people to believe in the one God. But there were only a small number of believers. The disbelievers remained proud, arrogant, and unkind. 


A day came at last when Prophet Noah prayed that the disbelievers would be destroyed: 


“My Lord! Do not leave even one disbeliever on the earth. If you leave them, they will mislead your servants, the believers, and they will produce only wicked children.”


God accepted this prayer. He ordered Prophet Noah to build a great ark, an enormous wooden ship.


Prophet Noah found a place outside the city and far from the sea. He collected all the wood and tools he needed and began to work. Day and night he built the ark. The disbelievers were curious and came to see what he was doing there outside the city. They laughed and mocked Prophet Noah. “Are you a madman, building a ship so far from the sea? Aren’t you ashamed of yourself?” they asked. Prophet Noah replied calmly, “You will learn soon enough who will be ashamed and suffering.”
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Eventually, the ship was finished, and Prophet Noah patiently waited for God’s command. The terrible day came when water came tumbling and foaming out of Prophet Noah’s oven. This was the sign of the start of the great flood. He immediately rushed to open the ark and called all the believers to climb on board. Prophet Noah also took with him a male and female pair of every type of animal, bird and insect. Seeing him taking these creatures into the ark, the people laughed aloud. “What is he going to do with those animals?” they asked.


Prophet Noah’s wife and his son would not join him on the ark, for they were disbelievers. When the rain started, Prophet Noah saw his son and called him on board, “O my son, come with us on the ark. Don’t stay with the disbelievers.” Prophet Noah’s son replied, “I’ll go off to a mountain. I’ll be safe from the water there.”


“No one can be saved from what God has commanded, except those God has mercy on,” said Prophet Noah. But it was too late. The young man would not follow his father’s advice, and so the son of Prophet Noah was among the people who drowned.


Prophet Noah asked the Lord why his son had not been spared. God replied that Prophet Noah’s son was not of the righteous people. Then, Prophet Noah asked God to forgive him for his question, for God knows what we do not know.


Rain poured from the sky in torrents. Such rain had never been seen before. Every stream swelled, every river bank overflowed. The rivers rushed into the sea, and the sea level rose and rose. Valleys, hills and mountains, villages, towns and cities, all sank beneath the surging waters. 
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Then, when the earth had been washed clean of wrongdoers, God commanded the rain and the water to stop. The waters sank away, and the ark came to rest on the side of Mount Judi. Peace and calm returned to the earth. Noah released the beasts and the birds to fill the earth again. As soon as the believers had climbed down from the ark, Prophet Noah prostrated in praise and thanks to Almighty God.
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