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#TIL

Today I Learned


This is for Rachel Montgomery,
uno dei miei più cari amici.

Pal, you got skills.


Ancora imparo.
I am still learning.

Michelangelo

L’apprendimento non esaurisce mai la mente.
Learning never exhausts the mind.

Leonardo da Vinci
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10 OBSERVATIONS
ABOUT LEARNING

1.

“Anyone who stops learning is old,
whether at twenty or eighty.”

Henry Ford

2.

“Learning is not attained by chance, it must be sought
for with ardor and attended to with diligence.”

Abigail Adams

3.

“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember.
Involve me and I learn.”

Benjamin Franklin

4.

“Live as if you were to die tomorrow.
Learn as if you were to live forever.”

Mahatma Gandhi

5.

“Leadership and learning are
indispensable to each other.”

John F. Kennedy

6.

“He who learns but does not think, is lost!
He who thinks but does not learn is in great danger!”

Confucius

7.

“A man only learns in two ways. One, by reading,
and the other by association with smarter people.”

Will Rogers

8.

“Seeing much, suffering much, and studying much,
are the three pillars of learning.”

Benjamin Disraeli

9.

“I like to listen. I have learned a great deal from
listening carefully. Most people never listen.”

Ernest Hemingway

10.

“You're always learning. The problem is, sometimes
you stop and think you understand the world. This
is not correct. The world is always moving. You never
reach the point you can stop making an effort.”

Paulo Coelho
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INTRODUCTION

A Matter of Fact

We hope this book provides exactly what the subtitle says: facts and trivia that are funny, entertaining, and educational.

I’ve been a full-time writer since the mid-eighties, but I also spent a decade teaching composition and literature to first year college students. In the end, they taught me. They taught me how to provide information that they would enjoy learning, and ultimately remember and use in their education and their lives.

This was not, and is not an easy task. Attention spans today are short. In fact, they’re really short. If you don’t capture the reader, listener, watcher almost immediately, they will, my friend, move on.

Be sincere; be brief; be seated.

Franklin D. Roosevelt

The longest entry in this book is just over 150 words. The briefest, a single sentence of a fewer than a dozen words.

Our plan? You find the entries in this tome funny, entertaining, and educational . . . as well as the perfect antidote for a short attention span. So, onward, and may the facts be with you!

Stephen Spignesi
New Haven, CT
September 2, 2019
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500 #TIL FACTOIDS
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#TIL 1. American writer Stephen King was almost killed on June 20, 1999 when a Maine man named Bryan Smith struck him with his van as King was walking alongside a Maine road. King was reading a book while walking (The Store by Bentley Little), something he was known to do. King needed multiple surgeries and full recovery took years. Since Stephen King is a writer known for horror novels, some people were not surprised when it was learned that Bryan Smith died in 2000 of a Fentanyl drug overdose on September 21. Why? September 21, 2000 was Stephen King’s 53rd birthday.
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#TIL 2. The word “CLUB” in Club Sandwich sandwich does not stand for “chicken lettuce under bacon.” It’s called a Club Sandwich because it was first served in a club.
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#TIL 3. The Paris Catacombs, which date from 1774, hold the bones of more than six million people and are a popular tourist attraction, even though the walls are lined with skulls.
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#TIL 4. Emily Dickinson wrote close to 1,800 meticulously constructed, lyrical, thematically-specific poems, often using slant rhyme and unconventional grammatical and punctuational elements, while suffering from headaches, iritis, nausea, blackouts, anxiety disorder, severe hypertension, heart failure, bipolar disorder, possible depression, and possible agoraphobia.
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#TIL 5. Russia censored the 2019 Elton John movie Rocketman before allowing it to be shown in the country. They edited out a gay sex scene and the end text scene which reported that Elton was happily married to David Furnish and that they were raising two sons. Elton spoke out against the censoring.
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#TIL 6. America has already had a gay president: James Buchanan, our fifteenth president. Buchanan had a twenty-three-year friendship with the only never-married vice president William Rufus King. (King was VP under Franklin Pierce.) Buchanan and King were referred to by the media as “Miss Nancy and Aunt Fancy.” In a letter to a confidante dated May 13, 1844, Buchanan wrote about his life after King moved to Paris to become the American ambassador to France: “I am now ‘solitary and alone,’ having no companion in the house with me. I have gone a wooing to several gentlemen, but have not succeeded with any one of them.” Sounds gay to us. Not that there’s anything wrong with that.

[image: image]

#TIL 7. Downton Abbey is one of the most popular and successful British historical dramas ever created. One of the most beloved characters in the show is Violet Crawley, the Dowager Countess of Grantham, played by the inestimable Maggie Smith. During a 2015 interview on The Graham Norton Show, Maggie Smith admitted that, even though she has the boxed set, she has never watched the series.
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#TIL 8. In 1888, the New York State Commission on Capital Punishment issued a report on various methods of execution that the state could actually put into practice. The study had been helmed by Elbridge T. Gerry, grandson of founding father Elbridge Gerry. Methods they studied included tying the victim to the mouth of a cannon and then firing the cannon, burning alive, burying alive, crucifixion, and dichotomy, which consisted of sawing someone in half, while they’re alive and conscious, of course. None of the methods were ever put into use.
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#TIL 9. Thousands of 8-legged mites live on our faces. They eat your dead skin cells and lay eggs on the rim of your follicles and pores. They save up their poop until they die, and then they explode all over your skin.
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#TIL 10. As part of a possibly apocryphal account of an animal psi experiment, a woman and her pet boxer were each placed in copper-lined rooms, out of sight and earshot of each other. The dog’s heart was monitored by electrocardiogram. A male unknown to the woman then suddenly entered the room where she sat, shouted at her, and threatened her with violence. The woman’s pet’s heart began to race wildly at the precise moment that her mistress was in danger. The dog was alone in the room at the time and could not hear or see anything that was going on in the other room.
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#TIL 11. On Tuesday, June 4, 2019, a swarm of ladybugs a mile above San Diego was so large it showed up on the National Weather Service’s radar.
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#TIL 12. Timothy Olyphant was one of the cast members of Quentin Tarantino’s 2019 film Once Upon a Time . . . in Hollywood who confirmed that Quentin had a hard and fast rule for his movies. Bringing a cellphone onto the set was grounds for immediate firing.
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#TIL 13. In a 2002 study by the University of Hertfordshire and the British Association for the Advancement of Science, 2 million people from 70 countries were asked to vote on the “funniness” of 40,000 jokes. The results revealed that this is the funniest joke of all time:

A couple of New Jersey hunters are out in the woods when one of them falls to the ground. He doesn’t seem to be breathing and his eyes have rolled back in his head. The other guy whips out his cellphone and calls 911. He gasps to the operator: “My friend is dead! What can I do?” The operator, in a soothing voice, says: “Just take it easy. I can help. First, let’s make sure he’s dead.” There is a silence, then a shot is heard. The guy’s voice comes back on the line. He says: “OK, now what?”
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#TIL 14. In 2019, the owners of Ark Encounter, a 510-foot model based on the biblical Noah’s Ark, sued its insurers for refusing to cover rain damage.
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#TIL 15. Holocaust executioner and medical experimenter Josef Mengele was a collector. He particularly liked to amass large quantities of aborted fetuses, testicles, and surgically removed gallstones. In Robert Jay Lifton’s superb study, The Nazi Doctors, an anthropological prisoner assistant of Mengele’s named Teresa W. tells the story of a simple box and a simple errand. Asked by Mengele to carry a box to another part of the camp, she felt an impulse to open it and see what was inside, only to discover “that it contained glass jars, in which were human eyes.”
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#TIL 16. In 1947, Pitney-Bowes ran a print ad for its postage meters with the headline “Is it always illegal to kill a woman?”
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#TIL 17. In a memoir written by Dali’s physician Dr. Ben Kean called M.D., Kean revealed that he once requested a price from Dali to paint a portrait of a woman he knew. Dali told him that if he agreed to paint the portrait, no matter what the woman looked like, the painting would be of a fish. Kean respectfully declined the offer.
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#TIL 18. In June 2019, a restaurant in Connecticut had to close when fluids from a decomposing body in the apartment upstairs began leaking into the restaurant.
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#TIL 19. In January 2019, at the New England Aquarium in Boston, a 30-pound, 10-foot long Anaconda snake named Anna gave birth to eighteen baby snakes, each about two feet long. Anna had never been with a male snake and the other snakes in the exhibit were confirmed females. These were “virgin births” through a process called parthenogenesis, which is reproduction without a male. Anna cloned herself and created eighteen babies. Fifteen of them were stillborn and of the remaining three, two survived. Turns out sharks can do this, too, but it is an exceedingly rare occurrence.
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#TIL 20. By 2013, it was estimated that 32.3 quadrillion bullets had already been fired in the videogame Call of Duty. That’s 32,300,000,000,000,000 digital bullets.
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#TIL 21. The first ever attack on a U.S. President took place on Friday, January 30, 1835 when a deranged man named Richard Lawrence fired two guns point blank at President Andrew Jackson. Both guns misfired, so Lawrence was arrested and tried. The prosecutor was Francis Scott Key, composer of “The Star-Spangled Banner.” Lawrence ended up in a mental institution for twenty-six years, ultimately dying there.
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#TIL 22. Americans drink 400 million cups of coffee a day, every day, which is 146 billion cups per year. America leads the world in coffee consumption, and imports $4 billion worth of coffee each year. Two-thirds of the coffee consumed is during breakfast. Half of all coffee drinkers, if they had to choose between giving up their morning shower or their morning coffee, would give up the shower.
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#TIL 23. President Zachary Taylor did not learn of his June 1848 nomination as the Whig candidate for the presidency until a month later because the letter informing him of this decision arrived at his home with ten cents postage due and he wouldn’t pay it.
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#TIL 24. Ringo Starr’s personal copy of the White Album (officially released as The Beatles) sold at auction in December 2015 for $790,000, making it the most expensive Beatles album ever sold. It was No. 0000001 and proceeds went to the Lotus Foundation, a charitable organization founded by Ringo and his wife Barbara Bach to fund, support, participate in, and promote charitable projects aimed at advancing social welfare in diverse areas, including but not limited to substance abuse, cerebral palsy, brain tumors, cancer, battered women and their children, homelessness, and animals in need. Ringo had kept it in a vault for 35 years.
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#TIL 25. It’s estimated that there are approximately 32 million atheists in America—10 percent of the population—although that number could be skewed low, since a great many people have admitted when polled that they were ashamed to admit to people that they didn’t believe in God.
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#TIL 26. According to a 2015 poll conducted for Parade magazine, the Top 10 favorite ethnic foods in America are, in order, Chinese, Mexican, Italian, Japanese/Sushi, Greek, French, Thai, Spanish, Indian, and Mediterranean.
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#TIL 27. Harriet Beecher Stowe received $10,000 in royalties from sales of Uncle Tom’s Cabin within six months of the book’s publication in 1852. The London Times wrote that they believed that that was “the largest sum of money ever received by any author, either American or European, from the sales of a single work in so short a period of time.”
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#TIL 28. The Peruvian Triangle Weaver Spider uses its web as a slingshot to hurl itself at prey or an enemy.
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#TIL 29. In 2019, there were over 1.6 billion websites on the Internet. It is estimated that approximately 75 percent of these sites are inactive. The most popular porn website, Pornhub.com, registered 33.5 billion visits to the site in 2018, an average of 92 million visits per day. (The most popular search term that year on Pornhub was “lesbian.”) In comparison, approximately 1.5 billion people log on to Facebook every day.

OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
HTIL

TODAY I LEARNED

Hilarious, Entertaining, and Educational Trivia

BY STEPHEN SPIGNESI

ﬂ

Skyhorse Publishing





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
HTIL

TODAY I LEARNED

Hilarious, Entertaining, and
Educational Trivia

500
‘ACTOIDS
INSPIRED BY
THE POPULAR
INTERNET
ACRONYM!

Stephen Spignesi
New York Times bestselling author





OEBPS/Fonts/Bungee-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Images/common.jpg





OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
AR





