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Praise for Christianity and Wokeness





“Owen Strachan has done a great service to the Church not only by taking aim at one of her most dangerous foes (wokeness), but also by pointing her again and again to her all-sufficient Savior and head. Few men possess the mix of intellect, winsomeness, academic rigor, pastoral sensitivity, and raw courage that drips from every page of this book.”


—Voddie Baucham Jr., dean of the School of Divinity at African Christian University and author of Fault Lines: The Social Justice Movement and Evangelicalism’s Looming Catastrophe


“This is an alarming and remarkably insightful book. It shows how ‘wokeness’ is a deeply anti-Christian movement that even today is increasing racial divisiveness, anger, resentment, and hostility because it wrongly evaluates people based on the color of their skin rather than who they are as unique, individual members of the worldwide human race.”


—Wayne Grudem, Distinguished Research Professor of Theology and Biblical Studies at Phoenix Seminary


“Whenever the Church faces a major threat to the purity of sound doctrine and a biblical worldview, God raises up a strong voice to confront that destructive error. That is what we have in this book. Refuting one of the most damaging ideologies of the day, Owen Strachan dissects and dismantles the present-day ‘woke’ movement with theological precision and a polemical rebuttal. Paul charged that a spiritual leader in the Church must ‘be able both to exhort in sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict’ (Titus 1:9). In other words, if truth is to be cherished, error must be exposed—and denounced. Strachan does both in this book. Lest you fall prey to the secular agenda of the day, you will want to carefully read and internally digest this book. Truth is its own best defense.”


—Steven J. Lawson, president of OnePassion Ministries in Dallas, Texas


“With regard to what is commonly referred to as ‘wokeness’ (e.g. Critical Race Theory, liberation theology, social gospel, etc.), there are those who would suggest that it is safe for Christians to ‘eat the meat and spit out the bones.’ But in Christianity and Wokeness: How the Social Justice Movement Is Hijacking the Gospel—and the Way to Stop It, Dr. Owen Strachan reminds believers in Christ of precisely why both the ‘meat’ and ‘bones’ of wokeness must be rejected. The evangelical Church will benefit greatly from the scriptural and scholastic heavy-lifting Dr. Strachan has undertaken in this extremely helpful and timely work.”


—Darrell Harrison, dean of social media at Grace to You and cohost of Just Thinking podcast


“Woke teaching, Critical Race Theory, and intersectionality should not be in the toolchest of a Christian. They are dangerous ideologies opposed to the Gospel, biblical unity, and biblical truth. This book is an excellent introduction to these destructive heresies and a powerful presentation of the only truth that brings lasting reconciliation: the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”


—Ken Ham, founder and CEO of Answers in Genesis


“This work should be read by those on both sides of the divide. Owen Strachan’s treatment of the subject as it pertains to the disciplines of sociology, economics, and politics is acute. However, my greatest delight is that his goal is not to win an academic or political victory, but to bring his reader to Christ. He sets before us the Scriptures as the ultimate standard and the Gospel as the ultimate answer for the human predicament.”


—Paul Washer, founder and director of HeartCry Missionary Society


“Moved by concern for the Church, Owen Strachan has provided a valuable and insightful resource on Critical Race Theory, intersectionality, and woke culture. Christianity and Wokeness offers a perceptive analysis that explains why these ideologies are inconsistent with the Gospel and how they will wreak irreparable harm if left unchecked. Gracious yet firm, Strachan exposes the woke movement by showing how it is fundamentally incompatible with biblical Christianity. Conversations about race, ethnicity, social justice, and unity are important. But the Gospel, not wokeness, is the answer to these and other challenges. Thankfully, Strachan is a faithful guide for navigating these crucial questions.”


—Tony Perkins, president of the Family Research Council


“The issues behind CRT are complex. The law of God diagnoses the disease, and the Gospel provides the cure. Owen Strachan has provided a non-emotional, winsome, and detailed analysis of CRT and the ‘wokeness movement.’ He has exposed its faulty assumptions, has shown where the movement violates the biblical worldview, and has given us a fair warning about how, once again, the Gospel is at stake. I highly recommend the reading of this book. Let its truth sink in, then go and proclaim the Gospel with conviction and passion.”


—Miguel Núñez, senior pastor of International Baptist Church of Santo Domingo and founding president of Wisdom & Integrity Ministries


“Woke evangelicalism is in many ways an echo of the Emerging Church Movement that flourished at the start of the new millennium. Like that movement, the woke doctrine actively subverts the clarity and simplicity of the Gospel. In Christianity and Wokeness, Owen Strachan meticulously analyzes the trend, showing that wokeness is actually a false religion, incompatible with biblical Christianity. This is a refreshingly bold and compelling critique—a must-read resource for evangelicals who want to understand and properly navigate the prevailing cultural current.”


—Phil Johnson, executive director of Grace to You


“As a pastor in Africa who has been coming to preach in the U.S. for a quarter of a century, I keep noting with interest the new trends that come up in the Church there. In the recent past, the biggest trend has been the subject of social justice. If you are keen to know why there is so much controversy concerning this matter, I highly recommend this book by Owen Strachan to you. It gives a lucid understanding of the concept of social justice and also argues convincingly as to why the Church should guard its doors against it.”


—Dr. Conrad Mbewe, pastor of Kabwata Baptist Church and founding chancellor of the African Christian University in Lusaka, Zambia


“Like Rip Van Winkle, many Christians today are sleeping through a revolution. The divisive, deceptive, and destructive forces of wokeness, identity politics, and Critical Race Theory are hard at work deconstructing American society, popularizing Marxism, upending justice, attacking Judeo-Christian ethics, promoting reverse racism, and belittling the reconciling Gospel of Jesus Christ. The book you hold in your hand is a wake-up call to the dangers of wokeness and a summons to stand in opposition, armed with Gospel truths that alone set people free. Let’s start our own revolution by retelling the truth about God, creation, sin, and redemption in Jesus Christ. Owen Strachan has provided us with a book for our time. You must make time to read it! The future of the Church and the nation cannot be taken for granted.”


—Philip De Courcy, pastor of Kindred Community Church in Anaheim Hills, California, and teacher on the daily radio program Know the Truth


“For Christians who long to see divided peoples come together, to see injustice and oppression vanquished, and to see sins from our past dealt with thoroughly, the ideas of Critical Theory, intersectionality, and ‘woke’ theology can initially appear very attractive. Unfortunately, all that glitters is not gold. In this book, Owen Strachan has served the Church by helping us distinguish the fool’s gold of ‘woke’ theology from the real gold of Gospel truth. Strachan not only understands the cultural trends that are currently seducing the Church, but he also understands and explains how these trends look and feel in local congregations. As a pastor, I found that Strachan’s analysis not only confirmed and deepened my own cultural observations, but also rang true to the way these lies look and feel when they touch the people I serve. Strachan does not stop with cultural analysis; he proceeds to a delighted exposition of the Gospel that alone is able to reconcile people to God and each other! Pastor, buy this excellent book and give it to your people—by doing so you will help them see the lies that surround us more clearly. You will also help them believe that the Gospel is sufficient to produce reconciliation, unity, and justice in the world in a way that ‘woke’ theology never could.”


—J. Ryan Fullerton, lead pastor of Immanuel Baptist Church in Louisville, Kentucky; co-founder of the Immanuel Network; and co-author of Experiencing God through Expository Preaching


“Christianity and Wokeness is an excellent book, written by a uniquely gifted man. Owen Strachan is a rare combination of a professor, prophet, and pastor. As a professor, Owen has carefully done his research. As a prophet, Owen has courageously declared the truth. As a pastor, Owen has skillfully shepherded the flock of God. In other words, Christianity and Wokeness is a rare mix of academic excellence, unwavering conviction, and pastoral sensitivity. My prayer is that this book will serve myriads of believers looking for biblical clarity amid great cultural confusion.”


—Jason Wredberg, lead pastor of Redeemer Bible Church in Minnetonka, Minnesota


“The social justice agenda is multifaceted and has become a living room conversation through nightly news reports, politics, and small group Bible studies from your local church. It would be a gross error to underestimate this woke movement as a toothless tiger or a nonvenomous snake. The woke movement is a multi-headed dragon that is devouring our society on matters of politics, economics, education—and sadly, religion. The woke movement has introduced a new religion of victimhood that has replaced the true Gospel of Jesus with the grievance gospel, and Jesus’s Church with a woke church. We need faithful men who will respond with crystal-clear biblical teaching that reveals the devious woke agenda and presents the pure Gospel of King Jesus to a dying world. I’m grateful that Owen Strachan has taken on this subject, providing a biblical response to CRT and the wicked woke agenda. We need more men who will stand firm in our era.”


—Josh Buice, pastor of Pray’s Mill Baptist Church in Georgia and founder and president of G3 Ministries


“The Christian Church has become divided over the topic of racism and oppression, particularly in how one identifies and addresses such sins. These differences have stemmed from ideologies that are alien to Scripture but appear in biblical dress. Owen Strachan takes on these challenges with pastoral sensitivity, carefully explaining the genesis and development of such ideologies and how they have impacted modern cultural thinking. He is remarkably thorough without overwhelming the reader with minutia. Strachan also provides insightfully clear biblical analysis, highlighting many key points that can ably serve as fruitful topics of discussion within the Church. I heartily commend this work to all who wish to engage thoughtfully and biblically on these vitally important issues today.”


—Ekkie Tepsupornchai, senior pastor of Western Avenue Baptist Church in Brawley, California


“As the clouds of wokeness and Critical Race Theory (CRT) darken the evangelical horizon, Dr. Owen Strachan’s book shines a light of clarity so that every believer can define terms and understand this seismic cultural shift. Strachan’s book is a one-stop source, making a complex topic simple and easy to understand. Strachan provides powerful insights and analysis through the bright lens of Scripture. While most evangelicals have found it challenging to get up to speed on this movement, Strachan’s book provides a pivotal starting point for everyone on these critical issues.”


—Virgil Walker, executive director of operations at G3 and cohost of the Just Thinking podcast


“One of the reasons why wokeness has become so acceptable in the Church today is because many Christians—especially white Christians—are afraid to denounce it. One of the most effective things about wokeness is that it shames white people into silence or compliance. Too many seem to believe speaking for wokeness or not speaking at all are their only options. But there’s a third option—a fearless and faithful option: the only viable option for men like Owen Strachan. At a time when so many people are unwilling to speak about this with truth in love, I’m grateful for Christianity and Wokeness. In a succinct, simple, and sanctifying manner, Strachan masterfully affirms that light cannot fellowship with darkness and that Christianity cannot fellowship with wokeness.”


—Samuel Sey, blogger at SlowToWrite.com


“I must confess my bias: I devour anything Owen writes. His theological clarity speaks for itself. Now add to that his courage in tackling such a hot topic. Here in South Africa, we live daily with the reality of racism (past and present) and its bitter legacy. Yet this makes Christian unity shine all the brighter against such an ugly backdrop. American prosperity heresy and church-growth methods have already ravaged the Church in this land. The last thing we need now are imported wokeness myths dividing the body of Christ. May God use Owen’s book to equip African watchmen on the wall and to unify the Church around biblical truth.”


—Tim Cantrell, senior pastor of Antioch Bible Church and president of Shepherds’ Seminary Africa in Johannesburg, South Africa


“The best thing I have ever read on wokeness. We have a Marxist disease that is plaguing our country. Men and women must speak up, and Owen Strachan has done so clearly and concisely. His book will be required reading for my church. I heartily recommend it.”


—Tommy Nelson, senior pastor of Denton Bible Church in Texas


“Dr. Owen Strachan has once again provided a great service to the Church—this time with Christianity and Wokeness. He boldly and pastorally tackles some of the most pressing issues of our day with precise cultural analysis and clear theological reasoning. This book will prepare the reader ‘to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints’ (Jude 3). I found myself filled with hope as I was pointed to the sufficiency of Scripture and the need for rigorous biblical thinking in order to stand firm on the Gospel in difficult days. But ultimately, I was thrilled with Christ and the power of the cross.”


—Gavin Peacock, associate pastor of Calvary Grace Church and author of A Greater Glory: From Pitch to Pulpit


“This is not just another endorsement for just another book. Rather, I want to commend to you a well-written, well-reasoned book which evaluates perhaps the most destructive theological and cultural movement of our generation. Owen Strachan’s Christianity and Wokeness deals methodically and fairly with the arguments, providing both insightful commentary and biblical solutions. In my estimation, opponents of a non-woke position must respond to Strachan’s book if they are to continue any further. It is my earnest hope that Christians will abandon this toxic ideology and deal with sin issues using biblical tools, seeing Christ as our only hope for salvation and reconciliation. I pray this book is used greatly by the Lord to help the Church break free from its slavery to a false and anti-Christian system.”


—Nate Pickowicz, author and pastor of Harvest Bible Church in Gilmanton Iron Works, New Hampshire


“Every generation must make a renewed defense and articulation of the true Gospel, because the Gospel is under assault in each successive generation. Wokeness is that assault in our generation. In fact, there has probably been no greater threat to the true Gospel in the twenty-first century than the religion of wokeness. I use the word, ‘religion,’ because wokeness is an altogether different religion from historic Christianity, with its own alternative definitions of sin, atonement, and virtue, etc. As a pastor I cannot commend this book highly enough. The Church of Jesus Christ needs to know and understand Satan’s schemes and how to combat them with God’s Word. This book by Dr. Owen Strachan is just that—a biblical, tour-de-force defense of the Gospel that equips the Christian to stand in the day of battle. I know of no other work which so clearly identifies the dangers of this new religion and also courageously proclaims the beauty and excellency of true Christian unity, which can only be established in the Gospel of our triune God. I thank God for this book. May it bolster our generation to love and defend the true Gospel.”


—Grant Castleberry, senior pastor of Capital Community Church in Raleigh, North Carolina


“As a Christian believer called and gifted to be a Christian teacher, Owen Strachan has written this insightful and important book. He engaged the entire family of ideas that constitutes the chant of the ‘woke.’ He does it respectfully but with a penetrating honesty about its narrow, contentious, and destructive ideological framework and purpose. His knowledge is detailed and thorough in its scholarship while his writing is plain, clear, and accessible to any who show interest—and who shouldn’t—in understanding this philosophical stance that threatens to redefine humanity. He isolates the destructive aspects of the ‘woke’ culture while writing as a confident Christian who has experienced the power of the Gospel and knows that Jesus as risen Lord has indeed placed all things under His feet. Strachan’s analysis of difficult terms and ideas along with their accompanying bibliography shows an acute comprehension of the issues but also reclines into very practical counsel concerning how to think and act in light of the onslaught of challenges provoked by ‘wokeness.’ ”


—Tom J. Nettles, senior professor of historical theology at the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary


“This book could not be more timely. In it, Dr. Strachan accurately highlights the destruction of CRT thinking not just in the culture, but more importantly, the Church. Christianity and Wokeness shows convincingly why CRT must be refuted and rejected by all who want to remain faithful to the biblical Gospel.”


—Albert Kilgore, pastor-teacher of Mission Bible Church East Valley in Arizona


“As the ideology of wokeness spreads like gangrene throughout many churches, we need men who will stand and speak the truth in a way that is able to win minds and hearts. Owen Strachan delivers on this great need in his latest book.


“With the mind of a scholar, Owen defines wokeness with great care and addresses the serious nature of its worldly ideology. Rather than paint with a broad brush, he uses precise strokes to provide an accurate picture of both the problems with wokeness and the solution that is solely rooted in the Gospel.


“With the heart of a pastor, Owen addresses the real social evils of America in both the past and present. He demonstrates that the solution can never be found in the worldly ideology of wokeness but only in the hope of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. In a true sense, this book is not waging war against wokeness but fighting to preserve the purity of the Gospel that alone can address the problems that plague our world.


“Although the gates of hell will never prevail against the Church, threats to the Gospel continually arise that must be battled. Dr. Strachan does not wring his hands and fret over wokeness but strengthens his hands and fights for the Gospel. He invites you to join in the fight and stand for truth. This is the book you need to prepare for the battle.”


—Tom Buck, senior pastor of First Baptist Church of Lindale, Texas


“Wokeness, Critical Race Theory, and intersectionality are amongst the most volatile—and troubling—issues confronting the Church today. Unfortunately, too many engage these matters—and the problems of race and injustice often lurking behind them—with reckless generalities and incendiary rhetoric. However, in Christianity and Wokeness, Strachan surgically defines terms, unpacks history, traces arguments, and wields Scripture to reveal the dangers within these ideologies and why Christians should be on guard. In so doing, Strachan frames our cultural and ministry moment and points Christians to a more biblically faithful path forward. Thus, Christianity and Wokeness is an important book, and it’s arriving at a strategic moment. Whether you agree or disagree with Strachan’s appraisal, this book is necessary reading for every Christian who seeks to better grasp Critical Race Theory, intersectionality, and wokeness and to understand why many of us see these ideologies as serious challenges before the Church.”


—Jason K. Allen, Ph.D., president of Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and Spurgeon College


“I was thoroughly blessed and informed by this book. Dr. Strachan is aware that the Church is in a battle for its Gospel integrity, but he does not leave out woke proponents or the unsuspecting who are deprived of biblical insight. I encourage friends and foes to read objectively, with a willing mind ready to confront the lies you may have heard from the woke camp.”


—Seymour Helligar, pastor of Grace Community Church of Long Beach


“The Church has always had to stand firm and resist being tossed to and fro by every doctrinal fad of the day. Hard postmodernism is one of the most significant fads of our day. Biblically driven believers will appreciate Dr. Strachan’s ‘Machenesque’ clarity and courage as he brings us up to speed on this graceless and particularly acidic ideology and helps us recognize the cultural, theological, and spiritual dangers of wokeness.”


—Blake White, lead pastor of South Side Baptist Church in Abilene, Texas


“As Judas’s kiss betrayed our Lord, so wokeness, feigned in love, betrays His Gospel. Promising to be as soothing as oil, wokeness is a drawn sword pointed at the heart of our Savior’s Bride. Dr. Strachan has discerned the serpentine twang behind its smooth words, and he has carefully cast the bright light of Scripture for us to safely wade our way through the miry bog of this novel ideology. As Issachar’s men of old (1 Chronicles 12:32), he’s shown himself to know the Word and the times in which we live by writing this volume. I’m thankful he’s articulated the problems of wokeness while not losing sight of the problems wokeness seeks to address, all the while pointing us to the one true solution to all our problems—the glory of God in a Savior crucified for our sins. May God use this book to bring Christ His honor so that His Bride finds her solace, not in the cunning words of strange men, but rather under the tender care of Her Bridegroom’s arm, near to His heart, and within the sound of His comforting voice.”


—Jacob B. Reaume, pastor of Trinity Bible Chapel in Waterloo, Ontario


“Given the importance of this topic and the confusion that surrounds it, I am grateful that Owen Strachan wrote this book. But I am also glad for the way he wrote this book. It’s clear without being superficial. It is informed without being esoteric. It is principled without being indifferent. It is uncompromising without being uncompassionate. Above all, Owen seeks to be biblical. His burden is not to divide people by ideology but to unite people in the only enduring way possible—through the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”


—C. J. Mahaney, senior pastor of Sovereign Grace Church of Louisville


“This book should be required reading for every pastor and aspiring pastor in America. Woke theology, like the Judaizing heresy, is an irredeemable poison that’s being injected into the Body of Christ by leaders who should know better. Like Paul in Galatians, it must be clearly, carefully, relentlessly, and above all courageously opposed with the Bible, and that is exactly what Christianity and Wokeness does. While it seems the fear of man has silenced most of the evangelical watchmen we look to for guidance, at a time when the stakes could not be higher, Dr. Strachan has produced an easy-to-read book that makes it absolutely obvious on which side the faithful should stand. I thank God for this work and its brave author and publisher, and I pray it has the widest possible exposure.”


—Jon Benzinger, lead pastor of Redeemer Bible Church in Gilbert, Arizona


“Suddenly, so it seems, almost everyone has gone woke. Wokeness, a progressive and liberal ideology, is threatening to take over every sphere of life—politics, commerce, sports, social media, and, sadly, even the Church. Because wokeness has become the new morality, the Church can no longer stay neutral. Christians can no longer remain on the sidelines. And since the very Gospel is at stake, it’s high time for all who name the name of Christ to defend the name of Christ from this great threat to the followers of Christ. This is why the Church needs this book. With great precision and persuasiveness, Owen Strachan uses his theological proficiency to outfit Christians for this battle that is being waged against us. After explaining how wokeness has thoroughly integrated into the very fabric of our culture and has gained a major foothold in the Church, Strachan masterfully exposes this new morality as the old lie of the Serpent. He then proceeds to dismantle it with fourteen tightly argued biblical objections. Rather than leaving his readers to gaze over a bloody and disarrayed battlefield, Strachan pastorally and with great precision picks up the scattered debris by carefully applying God’s antidote—the Gospel of Jesus Christ—to the wounds of the Church. This is the battle of our generation, and this is one of the most crucial books of our day that every Christian warrior needs to have in their arsenal. It’s a must-read!”


—Jeffrey D. Johnson, pastor of Grace Bible Church in Conway, Arkansas, academic dean of Grace Bible Theological Seminary, and owner of Free Grace Press


“In one of the most challenging times in the history of the world, strong winds of error are shaking the professing Church in new ways. Many of these errors are linked together by a worldview (CRT) that has graduated from the academy and taken root in popular culture. With great skill and a love for God’s Church, Owen Strachan diagnoses that worldview and identifies answers. He does this with a gracious but urgent biblical clarity. This book is a timely gift to the Church and a resource that every pastor should have on hand to help shepherd God’s people in these confusing days.”


—Richard Caldwell Jr., pastor-teacher of Founders Baptist Church in Spring, Texas


“Since his opening encounter with our first parents in Eden, the Enemy of our souls has employed a consistent strategy; he uses biblical terms with his own dictionary. Wokeness is yet another warhead from the same arsenal hurling ‘arguments and opinions raised against the knowledge of God’ (2 Corinthians 10:5). In these pages, Strachan unmasks how Critical Race Theory hijacks the glorious truths of forgiveness, justice, reconciliation, and even salvation itself and replaces them with cultural meanings amounting to social saccharine. These pages provide vital perspective for thinking biblically in a world adrift in cultural confusion.”


—Rick Holland, senior pastor of Mission Road Bible Church in Kansas City, Kansas
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To John MacArthur and Voddie Baucham Jr.


Swifter than eagles and stronger than lions (2 Samuel 1:23)










Foreword


by John MacArthur


Critical Race Theory (CRT) has been an aggressive force in academic circles since the late 1980s, radically affecting the way many college professors, politicians, Millennials, and students from Generation Z view the world (Western culture, in particular). CRT is basically neo-Marxism on postmodernist steroids—a deeply uncongenial point of view cynically weaponized for the deconstruction and dismantling of social structures. Wherever it is introduced, CRT deliberately provokes and feeds on disunity. It intensifies ethnic hostility, promotes crass identity politics, foments resentment, and imputes guilt or victimhood to people according to their skin color.


In recent years, even among people who have never consciously heard of CRT, the values and vocabulary of this worldview have become familiar elements in everyday discourse. Buzzwords like systemic racism, implicit bias, whiteness, white privilege, cultural appropriation, colonization, microaggression, and social justice constitute the essential vernacular of Critical Race Theory. Those terms are now fairly commonplace around the water cooler, on the nightly news, across the spectrum of social media, and recently, even in church. The prevalence of so much CRT jargon (and the widespread embrace of the ideas those expressions represent) shows how thoroughly this way of thinking has become ensconced in our culture and in so many minds.


It is especially disappointing—and disconcerting—to see doctrines borrowed directly from CRT infect the Church and spread so quickly. In recent years, many leading evangelical voices have begun to parrot Critical Race Theorists, suggesting (for example) that Christians in this generation will never truly be able to fulfill the command to love our neighbors until we glean from the lessons and language taught by the purveyors of CRT. They claim CRT hands Christians “a set of analytical tools that explain how race has and continues to function in society.” Many have insisted that these are indispensable tools that “can aid in evaluating a variety of human experiences” in a way that, presumably, Scripture cannot.


Even though the predictable and inescapable result of CRT is division, it has lately been aggressively promoted even by ministries that were originally founded on the principle that Christian unity is an essential expression of Gospel faith. Church leaders who would self-identify as “Gospel-centered” seem to have shifted the actual focus of their message to “social justice” and other themes borrowed from CRT’s tapestry of pet issues.


Meanwhile, Gospel doctrines like original sin, atonement, justification, and the glory of Christ are being eclipsed by lectures about social inequities and ethnic injustices that can never fully be atoned for—but for which reparations should nevertheless be paid. In many pulpits across the evangelical movement, Gospel language is being supplanted by socialist rhetoric.


It is especially frustrating that this is happening among formerly conservative evangelicals—even while observant critics in the secular realm have begun to see and point out the destructive tendencies of CRT. Some of the keenest minds in the academic world have begun to marshal their energies (using both scholarship and satire) to expose the dangerous fallacies of the system. Critical Race Theorists have argued that math education is inherently racist, that the very notion of objective truth is rooted in white supremacy, and that Western values—moral standards, in particular—are tools of oppression. According to CRT, every major aspect of our culture is riddled with racism.


The divisive effects of such a worldview are now obvious. CRT has not helped, much less healed, social strife and ethnic divisions. It has made those problems exponentially worse. And perceptive people have noticed. In the realms of politics and education, CRT is finally being held up to critical scrutiny by a few articulate and influential academicians and thought leaders.


Unfortunately, evangelicals—always late to every party—are enthusiastically jumping on another cultural bandwagon just as its wheels are about to come off. As an “analytical tool,” CRT has no more use than a wrecking ball. It can demolish core social structures and leave society itself in ruins, but it cannot clean up the mess, much less build anything worthwhile.


I am heartily thankful for the courage and clarity that Owen Strachan has shown in dealing with these issues. I’m especially grateful that he has compiled his excellent critiques of Critical Race Theory in this succinct, straightforward digest. He demonstrates persuasively why CRT is not merely a harmless theory, or even a valid analytical tool. It is in fact a dangerous worldview that is incompatible with Christianity at the most fundamental level.


This volume will be helpful to anyone striving to understand these things. It is the perfect resource to hand to anyone who wonders what all the fuss is about.


Tolle lege.
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Introduction


Shakespeare once wrote, “There is a tide in the affairs of men,” an observation that surely rings true in historical assessment.1 The character in Julius Caesar who spoke these cunning words went on to commend following that tide for personal gain as much as is possible. That is not my mindset in citing the Bard. Rather, I believe that there are indeed certain moments in cultural and societal life when one is conscious of greater movements afoot. In our time, the system I call “wokeness” pulls us all in some way, driving us onward, with most people in our civilization and the Church of Jesus Christ having very little sense either of where they are going or what rocks the turbulent waters conceal.


This book is an exercise in tide-identifying and rock-spotting. Because—like any theory-driven discipline—wokeness has its own vocabulary, definitive literature, and intramural discussions, many people in general and many Christians in particular do not grasp it and are not studying it. Yet every day, we hear the imperatives: “White” people should “be less white,” according to material presented in a training session for Coca-Cola employees, as just one head-spinning example.2 Headlines and social media posts announce to us yet more “antiracism” initiatives, more compulsory “social justice” teaching sessions, more “racial equity” funding measures, more instances of people being “racist” who we never imagined as such. The imperatives and accusations pile up: “Be less white.” “Your silence [on racial matters] is violence.” “No justice, no peace.” Some of this advocacy is soft, and some of it is hard, but in aggregate form, it threatens to overwhelm us. It adds to a common line addressed to people of all colors and backgrounds: be woke—or else.


Consequently, many Christian men and women are profoundly confused. Actually, that description is too weak: Many men and women are dazed and destabilized, disoriented and disheartened. They sense that a tide is carrying them and that a movement may well be marshaling strength against them, but they have little idea how to respond, what to do, or where the paddles in the boat are stowed. Christianity and Wokeness aims to help you resist the tide. It functions as an introductory overview and condensed theological analysis of “wokeness.” I use this term to describe the collective ideas and activism of Critical Race Theory, intersectionality, and people who identify as “woke” more generally.


I have written this text, in short, to bring Christians (and any interested friends and conversation partners) up to speed on wokeness and then to give an answer to this system. Though I critique the movement strongly, readers should note that the very act of framing and engaging its thought is itself an act of respect per the conventions of scholarship. Wokeness, Critical Race Theory (which I’ll refer to with the abbreviation “CRT”), and intersectionality are complex ideologies that require careful handling and studied contemplation.


This last comment matters. Ours is an age when people frequently comment harshly online without so much as viewing a video, listening to a podcast, or reading an article. This is truly a “speak quickly and judge angrily” era (contradicting the admonition we find in James 1:19–20). In the pages that follow, I make no bones about rejecting CRT, but only after honoring its major proponents (authors primarily, many of them gifted writers) by reading, digesting, and praying about their arguments and narratives. Furthermore, my text is not the last word on the matter; if you want to continue your study of wokeness, Critical Race Theory, and intersectionality, I encourage you to consult the “Recommended Reading” section at the book’s end.3


It may be tempting to read this book as a work of dismissal and scorn. It is surely not that. It is an exercise in traditional intellectual exchange, grounded in genuine respect for the serious and consequential case made by the other side (both inside and outside the Church of Christ). Wokeness, CRT, and intersectionality have found audiences for some understandable reasons; “race,” ethnicity, justice, sexuality, and related concepts are no small issues and have to be sorted out by people in varying situations. My hope is that this book can help you toward that end.


The book has an intentional flow: Chapter 1 gives an overview of wokeness and its related movements in contemporary culture; Chapter 2 presents a summary of how wokeness is entering the Church; Chapters 3 and 4 get into the ring and offer a thorough evaluation of wokeness according to Scripture; Chapters 5 and 6 trace the biblical vision of identity and ethnicity4 and offer the God-given solution to ethnic division; and Chapter 7 builds on the theological foundation to consider the vexing details of the history of racism in America.


There is more ground we could cover and more books I could reference. Without apology or qualification, this project is, as noted, an introductory work. It is not an exhaustive tome. It is instead intended to function as a launchpad into this conversation and should be read as such. Each chapter in this project could be twice as long, cite many more sources, and make a fuller case against wokeness. Yet this shorter volume will, I pray, help readers who want an accessible entry point into the debate hosted by our society and by the Church.


My goal here is not to produce a generic introduction to wokeness. I have intentionally written a Christian introduction. It is thus unequivocally and unapologetically biblical. All that follows is staked upon the Word of God—the inspired, inerrant, authoritative, sufficient, and totally good Word of God. I am not bashful about writing as a Christian (knowing that not everyone who reads the book will be one, and gladly so). Rather, I intend for this book to show that Christianity not only has an oar to dip into the troubled waters around us, but that it is the one true safe harbor in our world. It is not one path among many to God; it is the system of systems, the body of doctrine that both refutes every worldly ideology and gives us nothing less than divine truth about us, our fractured world, and God.5 Christians not only can speak to this ideology; Christians must speak to it, for ours is the faith once for all delivered to the saints by God (Jude 3).6 We are not supposed to tuck this faith away in a closet, but we are summoned by the Apostle Paul to “contend for the faith” God has given us, battling not flesh and blood, but principalities and powers that war against the Church and her Warrior-Savior (Ephesians 6:12).


But enough table-setting. To the ramparts; to the law and testimonies. As we begin, I encourage you to read and meditate on these verses, which are the driving concern of everything that follows (emphasis mine):




See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ. (Colossians 2:8)





We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God and take every thought captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).


1 William Shakespeare, Julius Caesar, Act 4, Scene 3.


2 Jade Bremner, “Coca-Cola Faces Backlash over Seminar Asking Staff to ‘Be Less White,’ ” Independent, February 24, 2021, https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/coca-cola-racism-robin-diangelo-coke-b1806122.html.


3 As a word of overview: Though wokeness, Critical Race Theory, and intersectionality are, in technical terms, distinctive, they are so closely connected that we will use the terms somewhat interchangeably in this book. When I use the term “wokeness,” I use it to signify the shared ideas found in these movements and ideologies. Where specificity is called for, we will be specific, but as will be clear, the common cause of these three ideologies is so close as to render them effectively allies in a common war against unequal power, with special opposition going against white, heteronormative, religious people and the “supremacist” order they have created to the disadvantage of numerous underprivileged minority groups. Said differently, the person who is woke surely agrees with CRT ideology, and the person who agrees with CRT very likely agrees with intersectional ideology.


4 I use “ethnicity” because, as we shall see, “race” is not actually a positive biblical reality, but a construct. On this point, ironically, I agree with CRT advocates, much as many of them state that race is a social construct, but then practically operate in many senses as if it is real. There is in truth a confusing interplay of reality/non-reality with the typically “woke” conception of race. See Chapters 3 and 5 for more.


5 To read more on the connection between the personal God of the Christian faith and the Word that God has authored through human authors, see Carl F. H. Henry, God, Revelation, and Authority, vols. 1–6 (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway Books, 1999).


6 Unless otherwise specified, the normative translation used in this project is the English Standard Version (ESV).










CHAPTER 1 How Wokeness Is Entering the Culture





The Bible is authoritative on everything of which it speaks. Moreover, it speaks of everything.


—Cornelius Van Til





In a famous training session captured on video in 2016, a speaker named Ashleigh Shackelford opposed “racism” in memorable fashion.1 Standing before a room of women, many of them white, Shackelford bluntly told them that “all white people are racists.” Not only that, but she pronounced that they had no real hope of changing: “No, you’re always going to be racist, actually,” she said. “Even when you’re on a path to be a better human being.”


This video went viral. It shocked many and seemed like an outlier a few years ago. In truth, it laid out the core program of the system I call “wokeness.” In this system, there is no grace and no love. There is only grievance, resentment, and condemnation. Shackelford revealed as much in her next comments: “I believe all white people are born into not being human.” She saved her toughest words for last: white people, she said, grow up “to be demons.”


This is strong water even in leftist circles. Yet while Shackelford said some things that her peers might not say (at least, not out loud), her core argument is not at all unusual in woke circles.2 According to standard woke ideology, in general terms “white” people are racist, the historic oppressors of others, and thus as a collective unit, “white” people are guilty.3 As Shackelford made clear, there is no real solution for this guilt; there is only acknowledgement of it, ongoing awareness of it, and the undertaking of certain works to oppose one’s nature as a “white” person.4


What exactly was transpiring in this strange video? Wokeness was advancing. The movement loosely called “wokeness” is now making many inroads into secular society. It is also infiltrating the Church, with many social media users being pulled to affirm wokeness through hashtags, social media statements, and other means. Such action may at first blush seem to fit with a compassionate response to cultural trends, including clashes with police and unrest in different places. Many evangelical leaders argue just this: They claim that wokeness is the way forward for the Church. As we shall see, however, wokeness is a major threat to the Christian faith.


In watching the video mentioned above, and in observing many trends within Christian circles, I could not help but think of a nearly one-hundred-year-old book. In 1923, liberal Christianity was gaining major popularity. Liberalism retained the vocabulary of traditional Christianity but changed the meaning of the terms. Salvation was not primarily about personal salvation, but social change. Man’s core problem was not his own sin, but societal brokenness, political corruption, and economic oppression. Christianity was modified by Harry Emerson Fosdick and the liberal Protestants to remake the public order, not rescue the damned sinner. A hundred years ago, this ideology was entering churches, seminaries, and sound Christian organizations with impunity. Amidst a great uproar, theologian J. Gresham Machen wrote:




[W]hat the liberal theologian has retained after abandoning to the enemy one Christian doctrine after another is not Christianity at all, but a religion which is so entirely different from Christianity as to belong in a distinct category.5





Machen famously defined liberalism not as a different form of Christianity, but as a different thing altogether. Though it used similar terms and sounded like traditional faith, liberal Christianity was “not Christianity at all,” Machen argued. The long tail of twentieth century theology has shown clearly that he was right.


Today, the Church faces a new challenge. Like liberal Protestantism, which denied the historic truthfulness of the faith, supernatural miracles, and a sin-cleansing atonement for individual sinners, wokeness is not merely a different form of Christianity, a remixed version that fits fluidly with conservative evangelical faith. Built on Critical Race Theory (CRT), wokeness uses theological language and even the very system of Christian theology, albeit without any need for grace and God. Wokeness per Machen is thus in a “distinct category” from sound biblical doctrine. Wokeness, in the clearest terms, is not Christianity at all.


In what follows, we will show this by defining what wokeness is not, addressing what it is, and examining what a related discipline called “intersectionality” argues. Our study is not an exhaustive overview of wokeness, CRT, or intersectionality.6 Rather, it is a critique of a late twentieth- and early twenty-first century intellectual and social movement. Though I will touch on tension points and offer critique in places, in this chapter (and Chapter 2), I will generally describe it, rather than deconstruct it.


What Wokeness Is Not


Before we delve further into what wokeness is, though, let’s put a pause on our study. As much as we need to know what wokeness is, we first need to know what wokeness is not. Here are a few stances and convictions that are not woke, despite what you may have heard. The following principles and actions are righteous, stemming from Christian wisdom, not from any worldly system:




	Wanting societal harmony across backgrounds and skin colors does not make you woke.
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