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			Foreword

		

		
			“Matchy-matchy” is probably not what comes to mind when searching for words to describe Betsy Wentz’s interiors. And yet it is precisely what comes to my mind.

			When I first met Betsy, two things happened. First, I was mesmerized and awestruck by her energy and unflinching zest for life. When Betsy walks into a room, she brings with her a few impressive things. On the face of it, she brings pure glamour. With her perfectly coiffed, blonde bob swaying from side to side, and no doubt some fabulous dress, Betsy radiates the kind of mysterious allure that is rare these days. She is tasteful yet fiery, like an old Hollywood movie star who comes back with clever quips for sassy reporters. Betsy also brings with her the best, brightest, and happiest sunshine; it’s as if the sun itself has found its way through the door and has charmed every guest in the room with its warm and welcoming aura. She also brings a breezy lightness. Like an artful magician, she offsets the intensity of her megawatt brilliance with a relaxed buoyancy—she keeps things light and fun and easy. Most notably, Betsy brings immeasurable passion to everything she does. She is wildly passionate about design, her family, her community, and her friends. Her energy is at once intense and effortless. She is bold but never brazen, she is jaunty without it being off-putting, and she celebrates the beauty of design without it feeling disingenuous. People who possess these rare and remarkable qualities always inspire me; Betsy is one of them.

			After reading how she is a study in opposites, you might be wondering how the matchy-matchy part comes into play. You see, Betsy’s interiors match her personality precisely; they are the literal manifestation of her soul. Her interiors are warm, energetic, and full of life. They are vibrant, rich, and maintain a cheerful blend of color, pattern, and texture. And yet they are also livable, classic, and true. She tempers and pacifies her bold fusion of design with a soothing air of glassy coolness. While she’s careful to include her clients’ wants and needs, Betsy infuses and imbues each room with her signature touch. As you turn the pages of this book and study its contents, you’ll not only notice the brilliant rooms and magnetic photographs, but you’ll also start to know the person, Betsy Wentz, on a much deeper plane, for it’s her shining personality that pops from every page.

			I mentioned two things happened to me when I met Betsy Wentz, and the second is that I made an instantaneous friend. Who doesn’t want to be friends with someone who can so elegantly possess all those impressive attributes without ever making anyone else feel small? In fact, Betsy makes it a point to lift others up and celebrate the beauty and accomplishments of those around her. It has been fun and thrilling to watch Betsy’s career skyrocket over the last several years, and I know this book is just the beginning. I hope you enjoy getting to know Betsy and her enchanting designs as much as I have, and maybe if you already know her or are lucky enough to meet her one day, you’ll see what I mean when I say she’s the perfect matchy-matchy for rooms and people alike. 

			—Tori Mellott

			Style Director at F. Schumacher and Frederic Magazine
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			Introduction

		

		
			I was probably six years old when I started tagging along with my mom, Kay, to work. Although it was just a hobby, my mom had amassed an entire interior design showroom above the carriage house of our Pittsburgh-area home. The small space was packed wall to wall with fabrics and wallpapers. Most Tuesdays and Thursdays her shop was open, and I’d sit on the floor and sort fabrics. Sometimes I’d go with her to see clients or even take a trip to the New York Design Center. Those days were magical to me.

			If you had told me then that I would somehow blend my early career training as a behavioral psychologist with that time spent with my mom into a successful interior design business and a shop of my own, I would never have believed it. But that’s exactly what happened. 

			I started my career in counseling, earning a master’s degree and working in the mental health field for several years. I learned so much about people, which proved to be very helpful when I left the therapy world and joined my mom’s design business. Kay was an incredible teacher, a visionary, and a huge influence on who I am and what I do today. Those years working together and developing my design aesthetic were the greatest gift. We didn’t always agree, but Kay taught me how to mix patterns, be unafraid of color, and, most importantly, how to communicate and develop relationships with clients. My mom would always say, “You have to discover something your client loves. Design is about finding the happy.”

			That is how I begin every project: looking for what makes my client happy. I say, “Let’s find something you love—whether it’s a rug, a fabric, a wallpaper, or a piece of artwork.” Each project then unfolds into an authentic, unique story and a reflection of the person or family who lives there.

			This book shares the decisions I consider together with my clients when designing each aspect of a house. It includes color studies, inspirational images of the spaces, and practical advice for anyone who might face the same challenges I did. 

			Today, I am blessed to have an amazing husband who helps me balance four very active children, two dogs, both our extended families, and my design career. I am rewarded every day with a family I love, a job I’m passionate about, a dedicated team I couldn’t live without, and, most importantly, clients and friends whose lives and homes I get to help make happy places to be. I’m so excited to share some of my favorite projects with you, and I hope the advice and tips I pass along help you make your home beautiful, functional, and full of your own joy. This book was born out of a desire to honor my mom, who continues to inspire me every day. I dedicate it to her memory. 

		

	
		
			Arlington

		

		
			The Right Balance

			Good design is all about form and function. I’m always trying to combine the two to discover the right balance for the clients. This project was particularly challenging; with a family of eight and a few pets, the homeowners wanted casual, colorful, and functional. When the clients bought an older stone house, they knew that they wanted to update the kitchen and add on a few more rooms to accommodate their large family. We made a master plan for renovation while starting right away on furnishings and decorations for the existing space.
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			benjamin moore paint colors, from top: Old Glory 811, Kiwi 544, Jupiter Glow 021, Rendezvous Bay 726, Hale Navy HC-154, Claret Rose 2008-20.
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			As with most older homes, there were some quirky features that we had to work around (think radiators and masonry walls). The living room was particularly challenging as it has three doorways leading from the hall, the study, and the kitchen. The room is long and narrow as well, which is always tricky when considering the most functional floor plan. We decided on two separate seating areas to allow a walkway to the husband's study. 

			The inspiration for this room was the floral drapery with shades of blue and a hint of citron. We pulled the peacock-blue shade out for the tone-on-tone wallpaper and a rich teal color for the velvet lounge chairs. A love seat in pale gray and occasional chairs in a small neutral pattern sit on a neutral geometric wool rug that acts to ground the room and unite the two seating areas. Large, colorful artwork jumps off the walls, and we hung vintage plates over the fireplace to provide interest.
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			A small study is nestled just off the formal living room. The apple green grass cloth wallpaper paired with classic plaid draperies making this the perfect spot to escape. 
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			A dark, silky rug anchors the large wood dining table, which is surrounded by dining chairs upholstered in a colorful chevron pattern. (They’re also performance fabric, making them spill resistant.) A black-and-white gallery wall lends itself to the high contrast nature of the room.
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			The kitchen was reworked to include new backsplash tile, cabinets, and countertops. A large center island was key to being able to seat all six kids and was the perfect spot to showcase two oversize, custom-colored pendants. We intentionally left lots of open floor space for traffic flow in the kitchen, which also allowed the opportunity to have some fun with vintage rugs and runners. 

			This mom of six needed a home base in the kitchen, so we designed a custom, built-in desk with file drawers to keep her organized. 
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			One of my favorite treatments—cork covered in decorative mica paper—offers a serious upgrade to the traditional corkboard, serving as a place to display calendars, party invitations, and sports schedules.
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			Pro Tip 

			A good strategy for large-family dining is to use a bench in lieu of chairs, because you can squeeze more people in when necessary.
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			A large custom-colored large lantern-style light fixture anchors the large dining table and dining benches.  
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			Just off the kitchen, the breakfast room has French doors leading to the back patio. Floor-to-ceiling windows flood the space with light and provide the perfect opportunity to use a dark blue wallpaper for contrast. We dressed the windows in a print with various shades of blue and used a polypropylene outdoor rug to protect the floors from frequent dog traffic. 
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			We added a console to provide a spot for buffet-style serving and a large round mirror to reflect all the light in the room.
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			The screened-in porch boasts a fabulous, wood-burning stone fireplace and views to the backyard. A poly rug was chosen for durability. A large sectional in navy blue performance fabric provides more than enough seating for a crowd, and bright, patterned pillows finish the room.
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			Design Lesson

			Seating for a 
Family Room 

		

		
			The family room is a gathering space for everything from TV watching to socializing and game playing. As a result, it’s the room where you’ll want to get the most seating possible. Allow 24 inches per person to sit—whether on a sofa, love seat, chair, or bench.
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