

  [image: Cover]




   ENDORSEMENTS AND REVIEWS




  Pre-publication review of A God Beyond Belief




  Lance Moore has given us a lens through which we can better behold the complexity and wonder of an unfathomable God. His use of paradox takes us beyond the constraints of an “either/or” view to fully embrace a “both/and” God. A must read for our times as we seek unity out of coarse divisions.




  Rev. Dr. Mark La Branche, President, Martin Methodist College
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  for Outdoors with God:




  Reads awfully well ... a fine job ... a beautiful book in every way.




  Pulitzer Prize winner Harper Lee, author of To Kill a Mockingbird




  for End of the World Propheteers:




  A masterpiece!




  Rev. Dr. Thomas Lane Butts, author of Tigers in the Dark




  for Killing JFK: 50 Years, 50 Lies:




  Finally, a well-written, witty, and factual overview of the case that examines both the big picture and all the important details in the mosaic—without getting lost in a morass of tangential information. This is an important book ... Not just “Recommended”: Highly recommended!




  Vince Palamara, author of Survivor’s Guilt




  for Class Crucifixion:




  Timely, provocative, intelligent, well researched ... and entertaining. Whatever your personal politics, this book will interest you as it raises the level of debate above partisanship.




  We believe it deserves a national audience.
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  for The Neurotic’s Guide to God and Love:




  An interesting book by a talented writer. A treatise on love and grace, this helps counterbalance the ‘Christians’ who try to shame and blame folks.




  James Wright, Environmental Attorney, Lakeland, Florida




  



  
A God Beyond Belief




   Reclaiming Faith in a Quantum Age




  




   



  
A God Beyond Belief




  Reclaiming Faith in a Quantum Age




  Dr. Lance Moore




  [image: image]




  Winchester, UK




  Washington, USA









  



     
[image: image]





  First published by Circle Books, 2019




  Circle Books is an imprint of John Hunt Publishing Ltd., No. 3 East St., Alresford, Hampshire SO24 9EE, UK




  office@jhpbooks.com




  www.johnhuntpublishing.com




  www.circle-books.com




  For distributor details and how to order please visit the ‘Ordering’ section on our website.




  © Lance Moore 2018




  ISBN: 978 1 78904 254 2




  978 1 78904 255 9 (ebook)




  Library of Congress Control Number: 2018957353




  All rights reserved. Except for brief quotations in critical articles or reviews, no part of this book may be reproduced in any manner without prior written permission from the publishers.




  The rights of Lance Moore as author have been asserted in accordance with the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988.




  A CIP catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.




  Design: Stuart Davies




  UK: Printed and bound by CPI Group (UK) Ltd, Croydon, CR0 4YY




  US: Printed and bound by Thomson-Shore, 7300 West Joy Road, Dexter, MI 48130




  



  We operate a distinctive and ethical publishing philosophy in all areas of our business, from our global network of authors to production and worldwide distribution.




  









  



  For Gaynor, who knew this book should be written.




  Love is the Door, Humility is the Key.









   

      


Something Has Gone Terribly Wrong ...





  We face a spiritual crisis, but the extremes of Religious Fundamentalism on one hand, and Scientific Atheism on the other, offer no cure. Skepticism is soaring, especially among Millennials.




  We daily read of scandals among our politicians, priests and Hollywood stars.




  Mass shootings are epidemic, yet entertainment media glorifies violence.




  Drugs, not “religion” as Karl Marx claimed, are now the “opiate of the masses.”




  “Christian” TV preachers use donations to purchase private jets and mansions — while children starve.




  The White House has claimed that, “Truth is not the truth.” Our leaders and institutions have lost all moral authority.




  A common religious response to crisis is to thump the Bible harder and louder. This book challenges us to go beyond a simple, childish belief. The author offers an intelligent faith rooted in a respect for Scripture even while he takes a fresh look at calcified orthodoxies. He invites readers to embrace paradox — in Spirituality and in Science — to rediscover God for our Quantum Age.




  An ordained minister with an unorthodox approach, Dr. Lance Moore is author of eight books, a six-time honoree for inclusion in the Abingdon Preaching Annual, and a repeat clergy panelist on Hallmark Channel’s Naomi’s New Morning with Naomi Judd. His book Outdoors with God received widespread praise, including this from the late Harper Lee (Pulitzer Prize for To Kill a Mockingbird):




  “Reads awfully well ... a fine job ... a beautiful book in every way.”









   

      


An Un-skippable Preface Beyond Belief: A Quantum God





 

    Only the Paradox comes anywhere near to comprehending the fullness of life.


    ~ Dr. Carl G. Jung







  This book is more about religious paradox than it is about science, so trust me, you don’t have to know anything about physics to enjoy it. But like it or not, we now live in a “quantum age.”




  The Quantum View




  December 14, 1900 marked a seismic shift in science. Launching us into the twentieth century with a bang, a fellow named Max Planck published a paper about how he had observed the universe in a new way. Quantum Theory was born. And everything changed.




  How does a mere theory change the world? It seems more correct to say our cosmic view changed … but that’s only if you don’t see things with what I call “The Quantum View.” Quantum Physics claims that observing something changes it.1 Isn’t it true that the way we view life changes how we act? Sooner or later, it does.




  First example, Science: scientific theories — which are new ways of viewing the natural world — yield technologies that transform society. The microwave oven wasn’t life-changing, but the atomic bomb sure was.




  Second example, Religion: via “The Book of Mormon,” Joseph Smith came up with a new way of viewing Christianity, and two centuries later, it changed the kind of underwear Mitt Romney uses.2




  But seriously, folks … the dramatic advances in science over the last century contributed to the steep decline of Christianity in Europe.1 Similar decline in American religion has been slower in coming,4 but one thesis of this book is that traditional orthodoxy must grow (or die) in the face of expanding knowledge. Picturing God as an enthroned old man with a white beard is no longer satisfying for a scientifically-minded generation. Paradoxically, I am also arguing that intelligence is not a measure of faith. We must go beyond a childish belief and accept that science has validity; we also know that faith requires us to go beyond scientific materialism.




  Beyond Belief … Embracing Paradox




  Now is the time to reconsider both long-standing Christian orthodoxy, and classical physics’ orthodoxy, to adopt a “quantum way” of viewing reality — and God. We will return to the phrase Quantum View in a moment, but centuries before that phrase was coined, these concepts were foreshadowed in the idea of paradox.




  A brief definition of paradox is “a statement that seems absurd or contradictory, yet may be true.” It comes from two Greek words: para (“beyond or contrary to”) and doxe/dokeo (“belief, opinion or expectation”) — and is an interesting contrast with the word orthodox. Paradox is a key to understanding the mysteries of a quantum-acting, infinite, complex God. Orthodoxy (a word we shall parse later) claims to be “The Truth.” But I’ll argue that the unresolved paradox is the only form of full truth available to mere mortals (even the truth of Scripture must be understood utilizing paradox). If we rush to grasp just one side of a paradox, we have a half-truth. And a half-truth can be as damaging as a lie.




  The Paradox Paradigm … and Other Fun Words





  Each chapter herein is framed around a particular paradox. The chapter titles use a symbol — the Greek letter Chi “χ” — to present the two sides of each paradox as a connected tension (rather than an oppositional “vs.”). Another way to put it: the chapter themes are not This versus That, but are presented in the form Topic A is in a Paradox with Topic B.




  Use whatever words you wish: a chiasmus, parallelism, matrix, or juxtaposition. I love words … if you don’t, then feel free to skip ahead to Chapter One. Or dig deeper. Consider the word paradox and its synonym, juxtaposition. The latter emerged in French from the word position (“a point of view on an issue”), added to Latin words meaning “beside, closely connected, or joined.” From Jerome’s Latin Bible, the same root word (iugum) behind juxtaposition translates as “yoke” in the English Bible. And a paradox can be two contrasting ideas that are yoked together. I share this to remind us of Jesus’ fondness for parables and paradoxes, as when he said: “My yoke is easy and my burden is light.”5 His metaphor compares a master’s connection with his disciple-servant to a plow “yoked” with an ox. Benevolent farmers made sure the yoke fit comfortably on the animal’s shoulders, and did not overwork the ox. Jesus rebuked religious leaders for overburdening people with strict laws,6 so his yoke analogy was in answer to that: his yoke is light, easy and “fits well.”7




  Jesus also associated the yoke with learning: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me …”8 Living with and learning from paradox is not unlike wearing a gentle yoke. It may sound like a silly tongue-twister, but Jesus offered a new paradigm based on paradox and taught in a parable.




  Othodoxy and … Is Paradoxy a Word?




  Remembering that the Greek prefix para means “throw beyond,” I write about “paradoxy” in order to “go beyond” the way we approach belief and orthodoxy.




  [Note: I am using the word “orthodox” to refer generically to “orthodox Christianity,” not to the Greek or Eastern Orthodox Church.]




  Orthodoxy means “correct doctrine, approved opinion, or right teaching,” a word assembled from Greek and Latin words for “right, straight, correct” and “opinion, teaching.” This begs the question of who gets to determine which doctrine is correct. Aren’t most Scripturally-based orthodox teachings in dispute by one church, sect, preacher, imam, guru, or another? Who is correct … and why?




  Take for example the Scriptural command, “Thou shalt not kill.” Everyone agrees that’s a good and reasonable prohibition. Yet, are there not contradictions and exceptions surrounding that Commandment? Sure, killing is a bad thing. But don’t we kill (execute) serial murderers? Don’t we kill “enemies” in a war? Regardless of my personal feelings about the sanctity of life, I cannot deny that good folk argue this principle of “Thou shall not kill” quite differently depending on the situation. Puzzlement and paradox abound.




  The Big Bang Theory … and Reality




  When I write of our quantum age, I’m not referencing so-called New Age Eastern Mysticism (the New Age fad peaked in the Eighties). Quantum Science is substantial, not just abstract or mystical, and from the start, was not merely a hypothetical theory. When Max Planck (mentioned in the first paragraph) began this new field of physics, he proved his ideas with actual experiments. He showed that energy can exhibit characteristics of physical matter — even before Einstein confirmed it with his famous formula, E=mc2. Planck coined the term Quanta (from Latin) to describe energy particles. Previously, classical physics had defined light energy only as a wave, but the new quantum view found that light can be a wave and/or a particle. Other physicists, like Niels Bohr, would use the word paradox to help understand these new, quantum, “either/and” concepts. The complexities of physics are explained best using paradox and parable … just as with religion.




  In turn, the Big Bang Theory of our cosmic origin seems to have substantial evidence for its reality, yet paradoxically, it in no way rules out that God was the Creator behind the “bang.” When it comes to considering the moments before the creation event, the Big Bang no more explains where the primordial “stuff” came from than does Genesis explain where and how God pre-existed.




  Quantum Connections




  Quantum physics, does, however, sound a lot like a mystical religion. In 2015, Jennifer Oulette wrote an article intriguingly entitled “Spooky Quantum Action Might Hold the Universe Together,” examining why many physicists believe the universe consists entirely of tiny particles (quanta) glued together by Quantum Entanglements — unseen and distant quantum connections that bind reality in a cosmic tapestry. Her interviewees emphasized that the universe is far more complex than scientists envisioned just decades ago. We’ve long known that a small lump of gold, for example, is comprised of billions of atoms. But when I was a school kid, teachers told me that the element Gold (Au) was a “simple” atom made of circling electrons, protons and neutrons. Now we know there is nothing simple about it. At the sub-atomic level, the particles and movements that determine the metal’s characteristics are of exponential complexity.




  The physicists in her article strained to find words to convey the intricacy and numbers represented in even a single crumb of reality. All of this brings to mind these words of Jesus: “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.”10 We thought Jesus was using hyperbole. Turns out he was grossly understating. The numbers involved in determining the makeup of a grain of mustard seed (the charges, spin direction, form and location of quanta, etc.) would require enough hard-drives to fill our entire galaxy, according to physicist Brian Swingle.11 And we have learned that a spoonful of plutonium can literally move a mountain. Yes, Jesus was speaking of the power of faith, but he simultaneously reminded us how small our imaginations can be and how immense a speck of Creation is. I don’t think Jesus would be at all uncomfortable in a room full of physicists discussing the universe in quantum terms!




  Beyond Voodoo




  Years ago, when I first read about “The New Physics” and tried to explain Quantum Entanglement to an intelligent friend, he exclaimed in amazement: “That can’t be true … that’s like voodoo stuff!” People scoff at Bible stories about a tempting serpent, a talking donkey and a floating zoo. But the truth is stranger than any fairy tale. Those odd Bible stories are neither the source nor the problem with Belief (most are metaphors, not meant to be history or science lessons). The problem is not our belief, but our limited imagination. Belief is only a baby step; true faith must go beyond belief.




  God Is BIG




  So, any aim of this book is to argue for an expansion of our narrow understanding of God. In 1953, J. B. Phillips did not exaggerate when he entitled his provocative book, Your God is Too Small. The Bible portrays an infinitely-larger God than the bearded One inked in the “Christian comic book” lessons that I read in Sunday School as a kid. Scripture describes One who is “hovering over the face of the deep,” casting uncountable stars across the cosmos, transcending past, present and future. In Acts 17, the Apostle Paul told the Greek scholars that God encompasses all existence … he said we float in God, we live and breathe and have our being within God’s vastness. Theologian Paul Tillich built upon that, calling God “the Ground of All Being.” It’s not Star Wars pop philosophy of “The Force” permeating all things; it is traditional, orthodox Christianity: all things exist within God. Thus, the beautiful, endless Creation reveals the character of our Creator.




  This is why I speak of a “Quantum God” who is BIG (like a quantum leap, as used in pop lingo), ACTIVE, and exponentially COMPLEX. Scriptures portray God as the infinitely creative hand, always moving. From my faith perspective, God is the “quantum action” behind cosmic phenomena small and large — both the sub-microscopic sub-atomics, and the gargantuan spinning galaxies. When physicists write about entangled particles not bound by the limits of chronological time, I think of Scripture describing God as existing “yesterday, today and tomorrow,” and of Jesus’ words: “Before Abraham was, I am.” When we read of a cosmic Big Bang explosion of light and energy, I hear Genesis: “In the beginning, God … said, ‘Let there be light.’” And I remember the Book of Job describing God as the one who “brought forth the constellations and bound the chains of the Pleiades.”




  Holistic vs. Dualistic




  As we close this wordy Preface, allow me to identify one more aspect of the Quantum View: it approaches things holistically, rather than with a black ‘n white dualism. Early classical physics, much like primitive Western religions, viewed most things in terms of dichotomies: hot-cold, light-dark, up-down, yes-no, positive-negative. By contrast, quantum physics tends to view things “in living color,” so to speak — relationally and holistically, in 3D gestalt. Quantum physicist David Bohm suggested that the universe is made of holograms, and without going into a science lesson above my head, he meant that each part of the hologram contains all the data of the whole hologram. So, Bohm said, “Everything is in everything.” That’s mind-boggling … I don’t understand it, and I’m not even sure if his theory is true. But it reminds me of these Scriptures: God “made known to us the mystery of his will … to be put into effect when the times reach their fulfillment — to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth,” and “Christ is all, and is in all.”12 Everything in everything.




  I am asking us to risk opening the gateways of our minds, hearts and spirits to reconsider a big, complex, quantum-acting God.









     



 Chapter 1




  The Paradox of Knowledge χ Innocence






   God commanded: “Of every tree of the garden thou may freely eat; [except] the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it ...”


   ~ Genesis 2:16–17, KJV




  How long, you simpletons, will you insist on being simpleminded ... how long will you fools hate knowledge?


  ~ Proverbs 1:22, NLT







  The clash between the verses above (Genesis vs. Proverbs) is enough to confuse any religious seeker. Should we seek knowledge ... or not? I have an answer. In fact, if you wanna know the secret knowledge of the universe, I’ll tell you how to find it: Embrace Paradox.




  Paradise Lost, Paradox Found




  We all desperately seek happiness, the dolce vita, the good life. Many of us seek salvation or enlightenment, to boot. We desire the knowledge of good and evil and more. We want these things, we suspect they require some sort of surrender or sacrifice ... yet we do not want to lose our innocence, our freedom or our identities. Our desires are mired in paradox. We want to have our cake and to eat it, too. And what good is cake if we can’t eat it?




  Another secret is, ironically, that simple belief is not enough. Knowledge alone is not enough. Paradise is not found in facts and figures; merely “believing in God” is a meaningless expression. Adam and Eve believed in God, and even gained “the knowledge of good and evil.” But what happened? Paradise was lost!




  Here in this post-modern era, we need more than a fairy tale belief and we need something more than an outdated scientific framework. We need to revisit stale, petrified orthodoxy — whether it be scientific orthodoxy or religious literalism (see more on those topics in Chapter 3). We need a new paradigm. So, I propose the Paradox Paradigm.




  The Thorntree in the Garden




  Let’s back up. As Julie Andrews sang in The Sound of Music, “Let’s start at the very beginning. A very good place to start.” As a child, I wondered why, in the biblical Creation story, Adam and Eve were given the entire Garden of Eden, yet were forbidden from grabbing hold of the “fruit of the knowledge of good and evil.” Whether you view Genesis as a literal history of creation, or as Myth, it is still True in the greater sense.13 The truth about this “knowledge of good and evil,” this gnosis14 thing, seems to be connected with our entire purpose. We were exiled from Paradise into a thorny garden called Earth. Why?




  Maybe to learn something ... and like Dorothy in Oz, “you have to learn it for yourself,” over time. Enlightenment, the secret gnosis, can’t be handed to you like ruby slippers or snatched from an apple tree. Which brings us to restate a key paradox: “Knowledge is Both Good and Evil.” Without the proper experience, context and humility, knowledge can be as dangerous as ignorance. This seems to be the lesson in the Garden of Eve story, as well as in the ancient Greek myth of Pandora’s Box.




  Pandora’s Paradox




  In one version of the story, Prometheus stole fire from heaven (the fire also being a metaphor for Knowledge/Gnosis). The god Zeus sought revenge by giving a jar or box to Pandora, the wife of Prometheus. Zeus commanded her not to open it — knowing full well that curiosity would get the best of her! Her world-changing disobedience and curiosity echoes Eve’s biting of the apple; in Greek mythology, Pandora was the first human, just as Eve is the first human in Judeo-Christian tradition. Eve brought the Curse and Sin upon humanity; Pandora’s Box unleashed sickness, death and all the other evils of our world. In both stories, God/Zeus did not restrain Eve/Pandora, hinting of a plan to ultimately bring something salvific out of the tragedy. In the Bible, God promised Eve that she would give birth to a savior (albeit generations later in Jesus). Pandora quickly closed the container, but only one item remained: Hope. Pandora’s Box and Eve’s Paradise are parables teeming with the paradox of tragedy and hope.




  Underlying the stories of Adam/Eve and Prometheus/Pandora is the idea that when humans receive anything from God, it comes with a consequence. God wanted to share the miracle of existence, to place us in Paradise, but in allowing us full, sentient existence, the gift of Knowledge and Free Will allowed evil to enter the world. Like Genesis, Pandora’s Box conveys an enigmatic truth about the human condition. Hope remains, but the path back to Paradise is riddled with thorns.




  And riddles.




  The Purpose of Life




  These mixed metaphors tell us that Life is a tribulation. So, what is the purpose of such a life? From my Christian perspective, I believe it is found in three things:




     

   	Love.


   	Service to others.


   	
Personal growth that comes from the long struggle of love and service.







  Salvation usually comes not in any single “Eureka!” moment. It takes time. Instant gnostic enlightenment is fool’s gold. Experience and growth cannot be imparted through words on a page. We are stuck with words. And as Joseph Campbell argues in his book, The Power of Myth, “Story” can convey more than mere words. So, here’s another story:




  Life’s Vital Struggle




  As kids, my best friend Billy and I were avid butterfly collectors. Surprisingly, no one beat us up for being sissies as we ran around our small town with pastel-green butterfly nets. Billy was a tough guy. He would grow up to be a medical doctor, maybe because he tried performing surgery at 13. Our surgical patient was a cocoon. We had found the large cocoon and knew from our collecting studies that it would “hatch” into a beautiful Polyphemus moth — a moth as big and iridescently gorgeous as the better-known Swallowtail butterfly. We kept the cocoon in a glass jar all winter. At last the day came for the caterpillar-reborn-as-moth to emerge, and we were there to observe. After initially poking its head out of the paper-like shell, it seemed to us the moth had become stuck, unable to extract itself. So, Billy the eager surgeon took an Exacto knife and carefully sliced open the cocoon, freeing the moth. Then to our disappointment, the moth’s wings remained flaccid. The wings never unfolded, never gained turgidity, never spread out the metamorphosed beauty ... and never flew. Our Caesarian Section caused a premature birth that short-circuited the transformation process from worm to flyer. Without the struggle of stretching and climbing from the chrysalis, the moth never became the exquisite creature nature intended.




  Do I need to explain the moral of the story? Hopefully it’s obvious. Giving Adam and Eve the instant fruit of gnosis without any struggle was like freeing a moth too soon.




  The Paradox of Adult Knowledge and Childlike Innocence




  In case you haven’t noticed, Paradox is the overarching theme of this book. The paradoxes come straight from the pages of Scripture, including this one: How can we move beyond a simplistic, literalistic childish religion, yet keep the open-arms faith of a child? The answer begins with recognizing the difference between childish vs. childlike. Childish belief is whimsical, sentimental and fleeting. You can’t build a life on it ... it is the foundation of sand. Mature faith has a solid foundation of logic and experience, yet a grown-up faith still should be childlike: open-minded, unbiased, pliable and curious. The prophet Isaiah urged us to strive for intellectual growth, saying things like: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD ...”15 When Jesus directed us to “become like little children” in order to enter the Kingdom of God (or, if the reader prefers Eastern language, to receive enlightenment), he was not contradicting Isaiah. Scripture often seems to contradict itself, but with patient study, the conflicts enrich our understanding. The Bible encourages us to have an innocent, childlike faith, and to develop a thoughtful, mature faith — to “walk with the wise and become wise,”16 to use our God-given brains. Jesus himself had “grown in stature and wisdom.” Paul encouraged spiritual seekers to grow beyond “babies’ milk.”




  If Only Things were Simple ...




  A puzzle still remains in this. The Bible warns that “the reasonings of the wise” are “useless.” Jesus praised God for having “hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.” He said we must “change and become like little children.” Strange advice, it seems, since any god who could create a universe would be smarter than all our Einsteins, Hawkings and super-computers put together. Why would the Creator of the Universe ask us to dumb-down our spiritual understanding?




  God doesn’t. God did not make religion simple. Those who believe that Scripture is “God-breathed” (i.e. inspired, if not written directly by God) must therefore admit that God allowed the many paradoxes (what some call “contradictions”) in the Bible (or other holy scriptures, if your faith background is not Judeo-Christian). “Why?” My thesis is that there is a grand purpose in this. Once we become open to seeing the paradoxes found in Scripture, we can then pursue a deeper understanding of a complex God for Quantum Times.




  Keeping Scripture Relevant




  My message is not that the Bible is outdated. However, our interpretation of it may be. Many of us grew up with a one-dimensional, sentimental “ole time religion,” and we’re hesitant to admit that it might be limiting the breadth and power of Scripture. In our technological age, a great problem with both Islamic and Judeo-Christian fundamentalism is a failure to explore the complexities of faith, and a great reluctance to adapt to seismic social shifts. Does 2000-year-old orthodoxy help us, or hinder us, in seeking a multi-faceted God whose intelligence makes a super-computer seem like an abacus? 5000-year-old scriptures had already told us that God looms ubiquitously beyond the limits of time and space. Now we know the cosmos is a million times more complex than the ancients could have imagined. So, the term Quantum God seems apt. The word quantum is used paradoxically in English, referring both to the tiniest, sub-atomic particles, and for something astronomically big (e.g., “a quantum leap”).




  Paradox and the Seven Deadly Sins




  Rushing to resolve (or avoid) a paradox ... could that be a sin of laziness, impatience or arrogance? Early Christian teaching cautions us against those two famous Deadly Sins: Sloth and Hubris (Ego-Pride). Mindless allegiance to an inflexible, one-dimensional orthodoxy from our childhood: Is that not Slothfulness? And I ask myself, “Am I arrogantly holding on to MY faith or MY god as a personal, private base of authority and dominance?” Humility begins by saying: “I don’t own a monopoly on truth; I can’t fathom all the mysteries of God.”




  The Book of Job, the oldest book of the Bible, is a curious tale of Satan’s assault on a hard-luck fellow named Job. His three “friends” stand by and watch his calamities, only to lecture him with pious platitudes. In the end, God admonishes their weak theology and intellectual laziness, taunting them: “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell me if you understand ... Can you bind the chains of Pleiades ... or loosen Orion’s belt?”17 A fair summary of God’s lecture to Job might be: Who do you think you are? How dare you put simple words in My mouth? How dare you think you know even a fraction of the things that the Universal Creator knows — the One who spun the stars into constellations, made planets out of nothingness!




  The Sin of the Smug




  So, the message of Job is not just a “theodicy” sermon about why suffering exists.18 It’s a warning against theological smugness. Job’s haughty friends were trying to reduce infinite wisdom down to a few clichés. Pardon me for sounding smug and judgmental myself, but maybe the pious literalist should swallow Job like a pill: a corrective for self-satisfaction and self-righteousness.




  If we reduce Scriptural truth to a facile, one-sided theology, are we not guilty of doing what Job’s friends did? This is not so much a paradox as it is an irony: fundamentalists who revere Scripture often ignore the very words — holy words — which warn them against narrow literalism and reductionism. Job’s friends were convinced they were holy and wise. They believed they not only lived the righteous life, but also had the divine truths memorized into pithy, concrete aphorisms. God said no.




  Purpose-Driven Life, Revisited




  Returning to the question of “Purpose”: Over 30 million people have purchased Reverend Rick Warren’s bestseller, The Purpose- Driven Life. Those book sales show that people are hungry to know life’s purpose ... and Pastor Warren has some helpful things to say on the topic. However, I take pause when he describes a reality in which everything, in every moment, is micro-managed by God. In a book with a rejoindering title — The Reason-Driven Life — Professor Robert Price rebuts such “Pre-Destination Theology,” arguing convincingly that Warren’s assumptions are built upon selective Bible reading. Predestination leads some to ask: “Okay, if God is controlling everything, am I just a robot? I might as well quit all efforts to do good, to learn, to work ... and just take a long nap.”




  After my 60 years of observing the harsh reality of human existence, I cannot picture God as a micro-managing puppet-master. Who can accept the idea that Pain and Evil are God’s Desire for us? Predestination Theology, taken to the extreme, leads to blaming God for all things. In 2013, Rick Warren’s precious son, Matthew, died —a tragic suicide due to mental health issues. To his credit, Rick has not impugned God nor abandoned his faith. I greatly respect Pastor Warren. But I wonder how his theology deals with such tragedy and loss. Are mental health issues and suicide part of “God’s eternal purpose for each life”? Warren’s writing success stems partly from his admirable ability to make things clear and concise. But life is rarely clear and concise.




  Truth and Mystery




  This is not to say that Truth requires intensive scholarship and intellectualism. Some basic aspects of faith and reality are truly simple. Four things I know to be true are:




  

     God is Love.




  God Saves.




  God is Truth.




  God is Paradox.







  That last thing is a Mystery, something that cannot be fully known or understood. Yet it is absolutely true. That, too, is a paradox. How can I claim to “know” truth while asserting that Truth = Mystery?




  The Quantum View and the Paradox Paradigm




  This is not a book about quantum physics. This book is about God. To better know God and God’s cosmos, I cite quantum theory for a reason: Quantum Physics demands we accept the reality of paradoxes — two facts that appear to be in opposition or that logically cannot exist simultaneously, and yet are co-existent and linked.19 Quantum mechanics may ultimately confirm that Paradox is woven into the very fabric of the universe.20 My use of phrases like “Paradox Paradigm” and “Quantum View” are more than mere buzz words. These phrases represent tools. Or consider them like a pair of spectacles: the Paradox Paradigm and the Quantum View are frames with a pair of lenses that can help us view the divine mystery, a way to glimpse an infinite God with our finite mind.




  Projecting Our Dumb Humanness onto God




  Genesis 1:27 states that we were made “in the image of God.” Don’t reverse it. Don’t try to make God into our image. Anthropomorphizing (projecting our human character and foibles onto God) causes us to underestimate God’s infinitely high IQ. Some Christian readers may resist the phrase, “a high-IQ God,” hearing in it some sort of pseudo-intellectual, New Age attempt to enshrine intelligence. I am not a New Age Gnostic, seeking salvation through secret knowledge. I am a “traditionalist” in this regard: the Bible describes God as “love,” and that is far more important to me than the quantum-level intelligence of God.




  The same is true for us. The human heart is more vital than brains, metaphorically speaking. Smarts alone are not enough. To receive full truth, we also need creativity, openness and innocence, which is what Jesus meant in saying we must “change and become like children.”21 That remark from Jesus is anti-egoism, not anti-intellectualism. Babies have no ego ambitions. Jesus’ words were a call to surrender ego. Consider his further teaching: “Whoever humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”22




  The Smartest of Times, the Dumbest of Times




  We live in paradoxical times in terms of human intelligence. Technology, computers, scholarship and research have expanded the available knowledge of our species to, well, quantum levels; yet the masses are dumbed-down by fluffy pop-media that cater to the lowest common denominator. “Reality” TV shows impart “wisdom” from a six-year-old Honey Boo Boo — famous for saying, “Farting helps you lose weight.” (A straight line can be drawn from the airing of the “Here Comes Honey Boo Boo” show in 2012, to the reality show, “The Apprentice,” to the election of President Donald Trump in 2016.)




  I will argue that, contrary to popular thought, the decline of spiritual fervor in America stems not from a lack of emotion, but from a lack of rationality. I have an emotional love for God, but it is my knowledge/reason that keeps me fervently faithful when feelings wax and wane.




  Summary




  The biblical command to reject “the wisdom of the world” is not asking us to close our minds; rather, it is a call to reject those things in our society that are misguided, in favor of seeking bigger, higher, cosmic Truth. It is time to explore the mysteries and complexities of faith, to adapt to a changing civilization, and to seek a quantum God whose intelligence is beyond our science.




  Unfortunately, misinterpretation of Scripture has fed a strand of anti-intellectualism among some Conservative Evangelicals. This has contributed to the decline of Christianity in advanced countries. Church attendance has wilted in Europe, and mainstream Christian denominations are in a slow death-spiral in America. That decline is driven by a loss of confidence in Institutional Religion, and a loss of confidence in Spirituality. For too long, the Church has skirted around, covered-up or rationalized away the many contradictions in the Bible. Other religions make similar mistakes. Whenever we find two contradictory ideas from the same Bible (and this may be true for scriptures of other religions, too — especially Zen Buddhism), the ideas ultimately may not conflict. They may be two sides of the same coin of understanding.




  To repeat and summarize: this book proposes a new way to approach these so-called contradictions. For fun, I call it the Paradox Paradigm. Another way to put it: Embrace unresolved paradoxes. As stated in my Preface, the unresolved paradox is the only form of full truth available to humans. To receive and partially understand one is not the same as trying to prematurely resolve it. If we reject the part of a puzzle that makes us uncomfortable, we have a distorted picture, a half-truth. Sustained paradoxes are best handled when we blend higher intelligence with a “heart faith.” Some use the phrase blind faith, but I would prefer to speak of a faith of head and heart and will: an open-eyed, conscious yet humble acceptance of the divine mystery. This too is a paradox.




  The opening quote for this chapter (from Proverbs 1) may strike some readers as insulting. I don’t like to be called a “simpleton” or a “fool.” But if we misinterpret Jesus’ command to become childlike, we probably are being simpleminded. The same Bible that teaches us to have the innocent humility of children also instructs people of faith to “walk with the wise and become wise” (Proverbs 13:20), “to add to your faith goodness ... and knowledge” (2nd Peter 1:5), and generally encourages us to use our God-given brains, as with Isaiah’s order: “Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord.”23 I pray this book offers a positive direction for twenty-first-century spirituality. So, I challenge believers and doubters to go deeper into the truths of God and of the Universe, to have the courage to “open Pandora’s Box,” to face the full conundrum of Quantum Faith.




  Questions for Thought, Study and Group Discussion




  The author states: “The purpose of life is found in three things: love, service to others, and personal growth.” Do you generally agree, or would you word it differently? More personally, would you be willing to share how you define your own specific life-purpose?




  Does our Purpose, within the phrase “service to others,” include Christ’s “Great Commission” to go and teach others of the faith? If so, would a follower of another religion be receptive to that?




  ~Express your own understanding of the author’s assertion that “the unresolved paradox is the only form of full truth available to humans.” Do you agree, or is this an overstatement? Explain/discuss.




  Paradox 1




  Knowledge can be both good and evil. Without experience, context and humility, knowledge can be as dangerous as ignorance.




  Reflective Quote for Chapter 1




  A little learning is a dangerous thing; Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring. ~ Alexander Pope, Poet,1709






OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.jpg
CIRCLE
BOOKS





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
=

o/

JOHN HUNT PUBLISHING

S/





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
Dr. Lance Moore

A GOD
BEYOND
BELIEF

Reclaiming Faith in a Quantum Age






