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CHAPTER ONE ALL BARK, NO BITE
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There are two kinds of people in the world. There are dog people, and there are cat people. If I have to pick, I guess I would say I, Andres Miedoso, am a cat person.

I mean, cats are just the coolest, aren’t they?

They spend all day eating, sleeping, and relaxing. It’s like their whole life is a summer vacation!

Not only that—cats don’t need to be walked. They go to the bathroom by themselves. In private! Sure, you have to scoop it up, but I would rather clean a litter box than pick up doggy doo.

Yuck!
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Dogs are the exact opposite. They need your attention. All. The. Time.

Sheesh.
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Dogs need you to walk them, pet them, and play with them. It’s like they don’t understand that sometimes you just want to sit and read and not have a wet nose poking you.

I mean, is that too much to ask?

My best friend, Desmond Cole, is a dog person through and through. That boy is crazy about dogs. He’s always walking up to dog owners to ask a million questions about their dogs. Then he has to pet their dogs. And that leads to him hugging their dogs. And then he’s playing with their dogs.
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I’ve had to drag him away from other people’s dogs so many times.

Desmond tells me he wants to have his own dog, but he can’t. His mom and dad are allergic. They sneeze, wheeze, itch, and scratch like they are the ones with fleas! No way can they have a dog in their house.
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But that doesn’t stop Desmond from falling in love with every single pup he sees.
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Maybe that explains why Desmond and I are outside in the middle of the night, under a full moon. And why we’re dressed like giant cats, running from a pack of dogs, including the largest dog either of us has ever seen.
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But none of this will make sense unless I go back and start at the beginning. Way back to… yesterday.
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CHAPTER TWO PUPPY LOVE
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It was a sunny day, and Desmond and I were at Kersville Park. Desmond was looking for ghosts, because he’s always looking for ghosts. Not me, though. I was looking for the last ice-cream truck before the weather turned too cold.

I mean, it’s not like kids stop wanting ice cream for eight months out of the year!

Anyway, we were walking through the park, minding our own business, when a creepy creature leaped out of the bushes.
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“Aaarrgh!” I screamed. “You found a ghost!”

My feet started running away before the rest of my body.
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“Relax, Andres,” Desmond called out, smiling. “It’s just a puppy.”

I stopped running and stared at the little thing. It was just a puppy, but, boy, it was the ugliest puppy I’d ever seen.

He was all scruffy and shaggy. His teeth were snaggy, and his tail was scrawny. There was something really strange about this dog.

That didn’t stop Desmond, though. He loved dogs no matter how ugly they were. Desmond bent down to pet him.
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“Be careful,” I warned. “That dog looks haunted. In fact, maybe he’s not a dog at all! Maybe he’s a baby monster, which means there could be a monster family in the park!”

“Don’t be silly,” Desmond said, standing up. “Let me check.” He pulled out one of his contraptions.
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