
[image: Cover: Stars of the Show, by Stephanie Calmenson and Joanna Cole, illustrated by James Burks]



Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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To Ella, Max, and Luke





Cast of Characters

Allie Anderson: Amy Cooper’s best friend

Amy Cooper: Allie Anderson’s best friend

Gracie Barnes: Bouncy, bubbly, joke-telling friend of Allie and Amy

Marvin Lopez: Dave Wang’s buddy

Dave Wang: Marvin Lopez’s buddy

Jasmine Hayes: Works at The Candy Basket

Dr. Henry Bogwell: A kind and wacky doctor

Madame Lulu: Fortune-teller who is really Mrs. Suzie Tompkins, a neighbor in Allie’s building

Goldie: Amy’s goldfish




1 Front-Page News!
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Ring! Ring! The phone rang at Allie Anderson’s house. Allie raced to get it.

“Hi,” she said.

“Want to go to the playground?” asked a voice at the other end.

The voice belonged to Amy Cooper. Allie and Amy were best friends. When they weren’t together, they were talking on the phone.

“I need five minutes to get ready and one to get downstairs,” said Allie.

“See you in six!” said Amy.

Allie and Amy lived in apartment buildings next door to each other. They each lived on the sixth floor.

Five minutes later, they each got into their elevators and pressed the first-floor button. They watched the numbers light up. Six, five, four, three, two, one!

The girls burst out of their buildings at the exact same time.
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“We’re amazing!” said Amy.

“You can say that again,” said Allie.

“We’re amazing!” said Amy.

“Very funny,” said Allie. “I’ll race you to the playground.”

It was a nose-to-nose tie all the way. When they got there, they came to a screeching stop. The playground was shut tight, with a big lock on the gate. A sign said:
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“Closed?” said Allie. “What are we supposed to do without a playground?”

“It’s too horrible even to think about!” said Amy.

“Come on,” said Allie. “We might as well go home.”

The girls did an about-face. On the way back, they passed a newsstand and saw a copy of the Peabody Daily.

“Look! Front-page news!” said Allie.

The headline read:
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The girls stopped to read all about it.

The report in the paper said the town needed new playground equipment, and there’d be a street fair over the weekend to raise money.

“That means games and rides and food!” said Allie.

“We can have a booth,” said Amy.

“Let’s do something new and different,” said Allie.

“I know!” said Amy. “We could have a storytelling booth. We’ll be good at that.”

Just then bouncy, bubbly Gracie came along. Gracie always made the girls laugh.

“Hi!” Gracie said. “Did you hear about the fair? We should have a joke-telling booth. I already have a great joke. What did the Ferris wheel say to the carousel?”

“We give up,” said Amy.

“See you around… and around… and around!” said Gracie.

The girls rolled their eyes around… and around… and around.

“We were thinking about having a storytelling booth,” said Allie.

“Ooh, that’s a good one,” said Gracie. “It can be an Instant-Story Booth.”

“Cool,” said Amy. “Whoever buys a ticket will tell us three facts about themselves. Then we’ll make up a fabulous story on the spot.”
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