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Chapter I

The Joyce Family
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James Joyce I
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James Joyce’s great grandfather was born in Cork in the early nineteenth century. His turbulent life was marked by his membership of the Whiteboys, a group of anti-landlord, Catholic agitators. He was sentenced to death for this, though the sentence was later annulled. A lucky man, this early Joyce.
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His descendants inherited his passionate nationalism, along with a deep contempt for the clergy and an inability to run any kind of business. This last trait was clearly manifested by all the later Joyces.

In 1835,Joyce obtained the licence to exploit a salt and lime mine near Cork. This was a profitable, prosperous business, but by 1852 he was completely bankrupt.

James Joyce II
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Joyce’s son was a know-it-all. When he was twenty-one, he married Ellen O’Connell, from Cork’s richest and most powerful family. From then on, he devoted himself to playing the Irish gentleman and hobnobbing with high society, until his business affairs fell apart and he declared himself bankrupt. His in-laws helped him to get a modest job as an inspector for Hackney Coaches, a position he held till his death in 1866.
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John Joyce
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James’ father hada complex personality, and the same kind of genius for which his son would become famous. He was a good student, a champion jumper, an excellent shot, a great cross-country runner and a marvellous singer and actor. John’shandicap was his wealth of talents, which ultimately led him to failure. His youthful recklessness forced his mother to move to Dublin, in the hope that her unusual son would settle down and find honest employment. Instead of this, John bought himself a sailing boat and spent his time sailing around Dalkey.
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John Joyce allowed himself to be conned by a Cork man into buying a distillery with him on the outskirts of Dublin.
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John was no genius when it came to business, and one day he discovered that his partner had swindled him out of all of their funds. The Chapelizod Distilling Company was ruined.
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But luck hadn’t turned its back on the charismatic Joyce. John was a nationalist, andhe decided to devote himself to the politics of those turbulent years. In 1880 there was a general election.
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He became secretary of the United Liberal Club, and campaigned for Brooks and Lyons, the two liberal candidates for Dublin. They were running against two conservatives: Jim Sterling and Guinness, the powerful beer magnate.
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Brooks and Lyons were elected, and John was rewarded with a life-long post in the Dublin Tax Office.
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Well set up socially and financially, John Joyce was now ready for marriage. He set his eyes on a young lady who sang with him in the Rathgar Church Choir.
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May Murray, a young lady with blonde hair and infinite patience, soon felt attracted to the cheerful young man with the refined tenor voice. They formed the kind of couple that people would say were‘made for each other’.

John Joyce’s mother never spoke to her son again.

Of course, not everybody agreed. May’s father and John’s mother didn’t approve of the relationship.
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In the end the lovers did as they pleased. They were married in Rathmines Church on 5 May 1880.
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Mr and Mrs Joyce were very happy together, even though they had no support from the Murray family. John detested his in-laws profoundly, and invented the most cruel and derogatory jokes and epithets to describe them.
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He called John Murray, the patriarch, ‘the old fornicator’, because he had been married twice.

[image: images]

May’s brothers William and John became ‘the highly respectable gondoliers’ or, respectively, ‘the little drunken pen pusher’ and ‘the cornet player’. An accurate description of William, an accountant with a love for the drink, and John, who led a generally unfortunate life.
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Then there was May’s cousin, a priest who went mad and lost his parish.

John and May Joyce spent their time enthusiastically breeding children: on 2 February 1882, James Augustine Aloysius was born, followed by Margaret Alice (‘Poppie’) and Stanislaus in 1884, Charles Patrick in 1886, George Alfred in 1887, Eileen Isabel Mary in 1889…
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May Kathleen in 1890, Eva Mary in 1891, Florence Elisabeth in 1892, and finally Mabel Josephine Anne (‘Baby’) in 1893. In total, four boys and six girls. You could say it was a large family.
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John Joyce loved his firstborn most, as he saw his own talent and spontaneity reflected in his son’s blue eyes. Hated by most of his other children, John never hid his preference for little Jim.

Jim returned his affection, perhaps conscious of the complexity of his father’s character, which he shared to a large degree.
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In 1882, the Joyce family lived in Rathgar, a suburb in south Dublin. But with so many children, the house soon became too small for them, and two years later they decided to move.
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In early May they moved to Bray, a quiet neighbourhood by the sea.
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Bray was well connected to Dublin by rail…

…always sarcastic, John Joyce thought the price of the train ticket would be enough to keep his unwelcome in-laws at a distance.
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The little house by the sea was a beautiful, healthy place, where the children grew up happily. That brief, golden time was full of games and laughter.
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The contrast between the two eldest brothers was already noticeable: Jim was known as ‘Smiling Jim’, while the slightly younger, austere Stanislaus was called, not very affectionately, ‘Brother John’.
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The Joyces enjoyed playing the piano and singing together with their neighbour, the chemist James Vance. In the evenings, the cosy house would be full of music and song.
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Jim made friends with the Vances’ daughter Eileen.
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But the Vances were Protestants. The Joyces’ governess took it on herself to remind Jim that the friendship would lead to eternal damnation.
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Conway, with her fire-and-brimstone sermons, caused Jim to feel panic whenever a storm broke out. In every bolt of lightning he saw the wrath of God coming for him. Jim was also scared of dogs, butthis was because a mutt had attacked him once when he was playing with his brother Stanislaus.
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Clongowes Wood, September 1888.
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By putting Jim into this Jesuit boarding school, John Joyce felt that he was giving his son a privileged education. But the six-year-old boy didn’t see it that way.
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James Aloysius had to cope with his fellow pupils’ snobbishness. He dealt with it by using a little imagination.

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

[image: images]

In 1888, the British Crown exerted its power over Ireland through a policy of cultural, political and, of course, military repression.

[image: images]

But the island had an‘uncrowned king’: Charles Stewart Parnell, an Irish nationalist, leaderof the Irish Parliamentary Party in London. With his eighty-five MPs in the House of Commons, Parnell kept up a constant fight for self-governance for Ireland. However, ‘Home Rule’ did not flourish, and the fall of this great man would be a tragedy in two acts.
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In 1892, the English Liberals and Conservatives, the Church, and even traitors within his own party were against Parnell.
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The first plot against him came from the conservative press, who tried to link him to some political murders perpetrated in Phoenix Park. But Parnell stood firm.

OEBPS/Images/8-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-5.jpg







OEBPS/Images/title.jpg
JAMES
JOYCE

Portrait of a Dubliner

Alfonso Zapico

ade Publishing + New York





OEBPS/Images/ii-1.jpg
UL






OEBPS/Images/17-1.jpg
)





OEBPS/Images/17-2.jpg
Yousee? Father Dolandidn't |1
§l understand the situation Telhim 1 ||

| have excusedyou fromlessons for

1 will speak with him.

But Father Dolanis Heppy now?

comingback tomorrow
tobeat me again.






OEBPS/Images/11-4.jpg






OEBPS/Images/11-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-5.jpg






OEBPS/Images/13-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
2\ *’i\l

L?’Alfé;iso Zapico? | 3

al YOS






OEBPS/Images/13-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13-5.jpg
“Hiey, you, new boy!who the
hellare you? 1 don't know you





OEBPS/Images/9-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/18-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/18-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/18-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14-1.jpg
15 thisboy ot writing, & _mynameis
Father Arnal? Temes Aloysius

Hehasbroken
His giesses,

Father Dol

[ on 2t's truet Aboy bumped

- intome, coming out of the

Yoneaceit - bicycle shed 1 dor't know
inhis face. His name.






OEBPS/Images/9-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/i-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/half.jpg
JAMES
JOYCE

Portrait of a Dubliner





OEBPS/Images/10-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-6.jpg
Mrs Conway says thet youll
go toHel, and that I willtoo,
if Icarry onseeingyou.

What wil you
do, Jim?






OEBPS/Images/16-1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/8-3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12-7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/16-2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/16-3.jpg





