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[image: Two cheerful elves in green outfits carrying gifts and a large teddy bear in a festive setting.]

SANTA NEEDS HELP!

Things were buzzing in Santa’s workshop! The elves were running all over the place, their arms loaded with toys.

“I’ve got a gaming console!”

“Has anybody seen my stuffed bear?”

“Watch out, scooter coming through!”

[image: Santa Claus and his elves preparing gifts in a Christmas workshop.]

As he watched the hustle and bustle, Santa Claus felt very worried. “Why have all the children been so good this year? There are too many presents. I’ll never be able to deliver them all by myself!”

“Grandpa,” said Holly, his granddaughter. “Can I come with you on Christmas Eve? With me helping you, it’ll be easy!”

Santa Claus looked at her. What a cute little girl she was, with her red braids and freckles. “That’s very kind, my little gingerbread heart, but you need to spend Christmas Eve with your mom and dad. And don’t forget Grandma. They’ll be sad if you’re not with them.” Holly started to pout, but Santa paid no mind.

“I’m going to need someone to help me,” he said, “but who would want to do such a difficult job? Oh, I know, I’ll post an ad!”

[image: Holly standing with her arms crossed and a pouty expression.]

He sat down at his computer and started to type.

[image: Santa Claus working on a laptop at a desk, surrounded by letters and papers.]


Santa Claus seeks someone to help distribute presents. Candidates to report first thing tomorrow morning.



“There we go.”

And he let out a giant yawn, just like a hippopotamus.

“Today has really worn me out! I wonder who my assistant will be? Well, it’s time for bed now; we’ll see what tomorrow brings.”
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[image: Santa Claus with a white beard leaning out a window decorated with a red bow and greenery.]

A SURPRISE FIRST THING

The next morning, Santa Claus put on his fuzzy slippers and opened the shutters.

“Holy sleigh bells! What are you all doing here?”

Just outside his window was a massive crowd. There were children from the village, little cookies, reindeer, elves, turkeys, and so many more.

“We’ve come to be your assistant,” said a Saint Nicholas made out of marzipan.

“We’d like to help you distribute all the presents,” added a little girl bundled up in a huge sweater.

“But there are far too many of you!” said Santa Claus. “I only need one person! How am I ever going to choose?”

“Hurry up,” begged a shivering snowman. “We’re going to catch cold.”





[image: A winter scene featuring cookies, reindeer, elves, turkey, gingerbread, and a snowman.]



Santa Claus started thinking, then snapped his fingers.

“I’ve got it! Meet me tomorrow at the top of the hill for an enormous toboggan run. The first four finishers can compete to be my assistant.”

The crowd wasn’t very happy, but Santa wasn’t to be swayed.


[image: A reindeer, a penguin, an elf, and a girl in winter clothing peeking out of a window.]


“Now, now. I’ve made up my mind, so hurry up and get those sleds ready!”

“But what if we don’t have one?” asked a little penguin.

“Well then, make one!” answered Santa Claus, closing his shutters. “May the best, um, penguin win!”

[image: Santa Claus with a large white beard, glasses, and a red coat, eyes closed and hands on hips.]
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[image: An elf wearing a green hat and red scarf sleds down a snowy hill with a gingerbread cookie on their back.]

CHAMPION SLEDDERS

The big day had arrived! The hill was swarming with competitors, all eagerly awaiting the start. There were so many, you could even see sleds among the trees!

“On your marks…. Get set…. GO!” shouted Santa Claus.





[image: Ivy, Nathan, and Koko celebrating at a finish line in a snowy setting.]



Oh my, what a mess! The participants were racing at top speed, and sleds were ZZZZIPPING, SSSSLIDING, and WWWWHIZZING in every direction! What a tricky slope! Some of the sleds flipped over and others flew off course.

At the bottom, four competitors had already crossed the finish line—an elf, a little boy, a stuffed gorilla and… Who do we have here? It looks like a funny little gnome.

“Well done!” said Santa. “What are your names?”

“Ivy,” said the elf.

“I recognize you from my workshop! And you?” he asked the little boy.

“My name’s Nathan. I live in the village with my parents.”

Then Santa turned to the stuffed animal.

“What about you, furball?”

“I’m Koko, the funny gorilla.”

Finally, Santa leaned toward the gnome. With his long beard and huge striped hat that came down all the way to his nose, his face was barely visible.

“And you, what’s your name?”

“Groomph.”

“Groomph?” asked Santa. “Is that your name or do you have a head cold?”
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