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Chapter 1


Eggs and Bags


Zack Nelson stared into his hyperphone. On the screen he saw Bert, his best friend from Earth. Zack and his family used to live on Earth. Now they lived on the planet Nebulon.


“What are you doing today, Bert?” asked Zack.


“We’re painting Easter eggs,” Bert replied.
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In the background Zack could see Roberta and Darlene, Bert’s two younger sisters. The girls ran into the room carrying a painting set and a basket full of eggs. “Remember when we used to decorate eggs together?” Zack asked.
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“That was pretty cool,” said Bert. “Remember doing the egg toss?”


“Totally!” replied Zack. “Especially the year I missed the catch and the egg landed on my new shoes!”


“And what about the sack races?”
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“Oh, they were funny. Hop, hop, hop . . . fall! Hop, hop, hop . . . fall!”


Zack and Bert both started laughing hysterically.


“So how do they celebrate Easter there on Nebulon?” asked Bert.


Zack thought for a moment.
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“You know, Bert, I’m not really sure,” he replied. “This is our first Easter here.”


“Are there eggs on Nebulon?” Bert asked.


“I know there aren’t any chickens here,” Zack explained. “When we eat eggs, they’re the eggs of the rondo bird. And those eggs are big and round like softballs.”
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“Excuse me, Master Just Zack,” said a voice from a speaker just above Zack.


“What’s up, Ira?” Zack asked.


Ira was the Nelson family’s Indoor Robotic Assistant. Although he was a machine, Ira had quickly become a part of the Nelson family.
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“Dinner will be ready in five minutes,” Ira explained.


“Thanks, Ira. I’ll be right down,” said Zack. “Gotta go, Bert. Happy Easter! Let’s vid-chat again soon.”


“See ya, Zack.”


How will we celebrate Easter? Zack wondered as he left his room and headed downstairs for dinner.
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Chapter 2


Candy Planet


Zack arrived at the kitchen table. The booth hovered above the floor. Beside him sat his older twin sisters, Cathy and Charlotte. On the other side sat his mom and dad, Shelly and Otto.


“Dinner is served,” said Ira.


A panel in the wall slid open. A mechanical arm served steaming plates of food.
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“Thank you, Ira,” said Mom. “All of this looks delicious!”


“So, Dad . . . ,” Cathy began.


“. . . what are we doing . . . ,” Charlotte added.


“. . . for Easter this year?” Cathy concluded.
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The twins often finished each other’s sentences or spoke as if they were one person.


Dad had a mouthful of food. Before he could reply, the girls continued.
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“Will we get to . . .”


“. . . decorate eggs or go on an Easter egg hunt?”


[image: Images]


“What about chocolate bunnies . . .”
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“. . . with tiny treats and surprises hidden inside?”


Dad swallowed his food.


“Great news, everyone,” he said. “We are going to the planet Gluco for Easter!”
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