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Introduction


If you have taken shop classes in school you may know enough to make several of these projects, but if you want to learn more, get some books on basic carpentry from the library and study them. Better yet you read our book Woodworking Simplified - Foolproof Carpentry Projects for Beginners which teaches you the basics about tools, measuring, sawing, drilling, nailing and how to join pieces of wood together. It is written for adults, but I think you will find it easy to understand. It has a lot of illustrations (like this book) and some simple-to-make projects like a tool box, toy chest, and a workbench, to name a few.




You also might be interested in some of our other books which are:




Treehouses You Can Actually Build


Kid’s Furniture You Can Build


Playhouses You Can Build


Rustic Retreats - A Build-It-Yourself Guide


Cabins - A Guide to Building Your Own Retreat


Sheds - A Do-It-Yourself Guide for Backyard Builders


Any of these books can be ordered from our web site:


www.stilesdesigns.com
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A Note to Your Parents


As you can probably tell from this book, I think KIDS ARE GREAT ! Never is there going to be a time in their lives when they are going to be more enthusiastic, have more energy and think more creatively.




You, on the other hand, are wiser and have the benefit of experience that you can pass on to your child. At times you may have to temper your child’s enthusiasm to rush outside and begin building a huge project with a reality check. Kids don’t realize you have to plan, buy materials, bring them home and assemble the tools that will be needed. If you can do this together, they will know what to expect the next time you build something.




You need patience - a lot of patience, to build something with a kid, because they are so excited about getting the project completed in order to play in it. Resist the temptation of taking over when you see your child is having difficulty driving a nail straight or sawing a straight line. Show them how to do it right, or if the job is too difficult like sawing a board lengthwise, give your child another job like sanding, to keep them occupied while you do the job yourself.




If you get carried away (as I sometimes do), and get totally involved with a project that you are building with your kid, remind yourself, “It’s OK”. You are entitled to have fun building something. The project is good therapy for you even if your kid might not appreciate it as much as you would like. Every parent I have talked to who has built a treehouse for their kid has been IMMENSELY PROUD of their accomplishment, and some even forget that it was for their kid and not for themselves.




A Word for the Kids


Try to encourage your parents to build stuff with you but WITHOUT NAGGING THEM. Try and understand that some of the materials might cost money and offer to pay for some of it out of your allowance. Make plans on paper and show it to them so they can see how sincere you are. Try not to suggest projects that are beyond their capabilities since not everybody is a born carpenter. Try not to laugh if your Dad hits his thumb with a hammer - he is probably darn good at his regular job.




So go easy on Mom and Dad - It’s not easy being a parent.













Carpentry Tips
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Most of the projects in this book are easy to build. All of them require some knowledge of carpentry, tools and materials. The next few pages contain some basic information that you should know before starting any of these projects.






Lumber


If you are going to buy lumber at a lumber yard or home building supply center, you must be aware that a piece of lumber sold as a 2×4 does not actually measure 2" × 4". Instead, it measures 1½" × 3½". This is because the final size has to be cut (dressed) down to a uniform thickness. (Also, it is easier to say “two by four,” than it is to say “oneandonehalfbythreeandonehalf”).




To help you understand this better, study the illustration below:
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Your Dad already knows that a 2×4 measures 1, but does he know what a 2×8 measures? I bet he thinks it is 1½"× 7½". Test him. (It is 1½"× 7¼").




Also, check the actual thickness of plywood with a tape measurer before buying it. Sometimes a sheet of plywood sold as 3/4 thick is actually slightly less! (Very sneaky of them)




Lumber is generally sold in two foot increments by the running foot and not the old way using “board feet” which is more difficult to figure out. Don’t ask them to cut you a piece less than six feet long because they may not be able to sell you the left over piece and that makes them loose money.




TIP: If your local lumber company delivers lumber free, have them deliver 10% more than you need. Sort through the lumber and have them pick up the bad pieces and take them back. (However, you may be charged 15% more for the returned lumber)
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Avoid lumber that has loose knots, especially on the underside of the beam’ which could be very weak. Hard knots within the beam are OK.




It is always best to pick out your own lumber at the lumber yard and bring it home yourself.
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Inspect each piece carefully to make sure it is nice and straight.






*Note: Dimensions of pressure treated wood may vary.
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