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To the Teacher



The inspiration for Phrasal Verbs came about when a student asked me for a textbook to help her learn the meanings of common English verbs. The only textbook focusing on common verbs that I could give her taught the decidedly uncommon verbs arise, awake, and seek but made no mention of their much more common phrasal equivalents get up, wake up, and look for.


What Are Phrasal Verbs?


Phrasal verbs are an essential part of spoken and written English at all levels. No ESL student can afford to overlook them, yet many ESL students (and their teachers) do. Studies have shown that ESL students’ knowledge of and use of phrasal verbs often lag behind their overall level of fluency and vocabulary acquisition. This can be ascribed, I believe, to two factors—their idiomatic nature (discussed below) and the false notion among some instructors that phrasal verbs are “informal.” Some are informal, of course, but in this regard they are no different from single-word verbs—the majority are perfectly acceptable and frequently used at all registers. It is a mistake to give ESL students—especially those learning English for use in academia or business—the false impression that phrasal verbs are inherently informal and are therefore to be avoided in formal discourse.


It is important to understand that phrasal verbs are verbs, not idiomatic curiosities. There is no logic to classifying take over with take the bull by the horns. It is also important to understand that these verb + element constructions are verbs in their own right. Take off, for example, is not a variation of take. It is an entirely separate verb from take.


So what are phrasal verbs? As we will see, there is no universally agreed-upon definition. What follows is what I prefer, but I will discuss alternative schools of thought. As I see it, phrasal verb is the popular term often used for what are more accurately called multiword verbs. Phrasal verbs are a type of multiword verb.


Multiword Verbs


Multiword verbs consist of a verb and one or two additional elements. These elements are sometimes prepositional adverbs (also known as adverbial prepositions) and sometimes prepositions. They can be broken down into three broad categories—phrasal verbs, phrasal prepositional verbs, and prepositional verbs—with additional subcategories.


Phrasal Verbs


Phrasal verbs consist of a verb and a particle. A particle is a word that functions in other contexts as a preposition or an adverb, but not when part of a phrasal verb. Whether a particle is an adverb, a preposition, or both is something that I don’t advise discussing with students. In phrasal verbs, they are neither. They are particles. Phrasal verbs can be subcategorized as transitive and intransitive.


Transitive Phrasal Verbs


Transitive phrasal verbs can be further subcategorized as separable or inseparable based on the allowable position of the object noun phrase in relation to the verb and the particle.



Separable Transitive Phrasal Verbs



Separable transitive phrasal verbs can be further subcategorized as optionally separable or permanently separated.


Optionally Separable Transitive Phrasal Verbs


Optionally separable transitive phrasal verbs permit and sometimes require particle movement. When the noun phrase is a noun, an indefinite pronoun, or a quantifier, the particle may appear either before or after the noun phrase. However, when the noun phrase is an object pronoun, the pronoun must be placed between the verb and the particle. The concept of end weight comes into play here. Native speakers do not like to separate verbs and particles with especially long noun phrases. Though grammatical, the result can be awkward and unclear. This is discussed in Unit 7.


Permanently Separated Transitive Phrasal Verbs


A small group of transitive phrasal verbs are permanently separated. Among these are get down (depress), let off (not punish), let down (disappoint), and do over. In the case of permanently transitive separated phrasal verbs, the direct object must be placed between the verb and the particle.


Inseparable Transitive Phrasal Verbs


Another group of transitive phrasal verbs cannot be separated at all, or at least that’s one school of thought—a traditional and well-established school of thought. Among these transitive phrasal verbs are pick on, look after, run across, and fall for. At a glance, it might seem that inseparable phrasal verbs are no different from separable phrasal verbs, apart from having particles which, for some unknown reason, cannot be separated. But it’s not as simple as that. There is one important difference between inseparable transitive verb + element constructions and separable transitive verb + element constructions. Inseparable transitive verb + element constructions are followed by prepositions (which function as prepositions), not particles. As we will see, this is also the definition of a prepositional verb. Nevertheless, some maintain that inseparable transitive phrasal verbs are distinct from prepositional verbs, but those who maintain this distinction cannot agree on which criteria to base this distinction or, in many cases, cannot decide to which of the two classifications various verb + preposition constructions belong. Those who make no distinction between inseparable transitive phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs are not in complete agreement either. Some reject the whole notion that phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs are two distinct types of multiword verbs, a term they do not recognize. To them, all verb + preposition constructions are phrasal verbs. Others take the opposite view—that all inseparable transitive verb + preposition constructions are prepositional verbs; there is no such thing, they say, as an inseparable transitive phrasal verb.


Intransitive Phrasal Verbs


Intransitive phrasal verbs can be categorized as pure or ergative.



Pure Intransitive Phrasal Verbs



Examples of pure intransitive phrasal verbs are take off (from an airport runway), come over (visit), and get together (meet). Pure intransitive phrasal verbs can be followed by a prepositional phrase. When this occurs, they become phrasal prepositional verbs (discussed below), also known as three-word phrasal verbs (except when to changes to into, resulting in a phrasal verb that superficially remains a two-word phrasal verb. Contrast break out of with break into).


Ergative Intransitive Phrasal Verbs


An ergative verb (phrasal or otherwise) is a verb whose action is experienced by the subject. A few are only ergative (die down), but most have a transitive counterpart (burn down, blow up, wear out). You can burn down a building, or a building can burn down.


Phrasal Prepositional Verbs


This category is a hybrid; phrasal prepositional verbs, more commonly known as three-word (phrasal) verbs, consist of a verb + particle + preposition. Examples include look up to, come up with, and get out of. All are transitive, with some allowing for gerund complements (I look forward to seeing you). Because the term phrasal prepositional verb is cumbersome (and is also used sometimes to describe inseparable transitive phrasal verbs) and would be meaningless to most ESL students, I use (and recommend that you use) the term three-word verb.


A small number of phrasal prepositional verbs, such as put up to and screw out of, are permanently separated because they require two objects. These are not two-word separable phrasal verbs used with an optional preposition because without the preposition, they have no meaning or have a completely different meaning.


Prepositional Verbs


As we have seen, our last category is the object of contention and confusion. Prepositional verbs are verbs followed by a preposition. At a glance, these may appear no different from transitive phrasal verbs.


The Great Debate


In the case of separable transitive phrasal verbs, prepositional verbs are clearly different. Prepositional verbs do not allow for particle movement (and are always followed by prepositions, not particles). Moreover, a relative clause (also known as an adjective clause) in which the relative pronoun is the object of a preposition may be formed from a prepositional verb (She is the person on whom I depend) but cannot be formed with a separable transitive phrasal verb (*It’s a mystery out which I cannot figure). Finally, prepositional verbs generally allow for adverb insertion between the verb and the preposition (We decided ultimately on Plan B); separable phrasal verbs do not (*I turned immediately off the light).


But distinguishing between inseparable transitive phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs is a bit trickier, and some do not distinguish between them at all. In both categories (if one accepts that there are two), one can find examples where a good argument could be made for its inclusion in the other. Some apply syntactic tests. They claim that inseparable transitive phrasal verbs (as opposed to prepositional verbs) cannot pass the adverb insertion test. I am not comfortable with this. Some examples, while perhaps not likely among native speakers, do not strike me as undeniably ungrammatical (He picks mercilessly on his sister). A somewhat better case can be made for maintaining a distinction between inseparable transitive phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs by applying the relative clause test. Verb + element constructions generally accepted as inseparable transitive phrasal verbs usually sound awkward when plugged into a relative clause (They are the children after whom I look), but prepositional verbs usually do not (The bus for which I am waiting is late). But a test that is only usually effective is not very precise or reliable. What is awkward is in the ear of the beholder. And, as every ESL teacher who has marked a student essay knows, awkward does not always equate to ungrammatical.


And it gets worse. A thorough examination of ESL textbooks and discussions of phrasal/multiword verbs online reveals widespread disagreement. Some textbooks accept the distinction between intransitive phrasal verbs and prepositional verbs but cannot decide on the category to which several verb + element constructions belong. Come across is a good example. Is come across a phrasal verb? Is it a prepositional verb? Apparently it’s both, depending on which of two textbooks (by the same publisher) you refer to.


Some say nothing of prepositional verbs. Every verb + preposition construction is an inseparable transitive phrasal verb. Others classify all verb + preposition constructions as prepositional verbs. Even then there is disagreement. Some are happy to include these prepositional verbs within the broader classification of phrasal verbs. Some maintain that prepositional verbs are not phrasal verbs at all—that they are one of two members (the other being phrasal verbs) of the multiword verb classification.


Others rely solely on semantic tests. If it’s idiomatic, it’s an inseparable transitive phrasal verb. If it’s not, it’s a prepositional verb. This strikes me as a particularly ineffective test. Like awkwardness, the degree to which a lexical item is idiomatic is rather a hard thing to say with any precision—more of a continuum than either/or.


Regarding phrasal prepositional verbs, some combine them with two-word inseparable transitive phrasal verbs in a single category, which would mean, therefore, that to others who do not recognize the existence of inseparable transitive phrasal verbs, three-word phrasal verbs are not phrasal verbs at all.


And some who maintain that all inseparable transitive verb + preposition constructions are prepositional verbs argue that prepositional verbs should not be included in a book such as this. They are not, strictly speaking, phrasal verbs, they say, but rather multiword verbs of a different sort.


I say this is nonsense. To omit common, useful, and idiomatic vocabulary items from a vocabulary book because of an arcane linguistic quibble would be doing a disservice to ESL students. Phrasal Verbs was written for ESL students, not hairsplitting linguists who cannot agree among themselves. Regarding the great prepositional verb debate, I do accept that there is such a thing and that they are distinct from phrasal verbs, yet several inseparable transitive verb + preposition constructions are included in this book. I make no apology for this. It is traditional and quite logical to do so.


A look at books similar to this one—some which are very popular, well-established, and from major publishers—will show that it is traditional to subsume certain common idiomatic inseparable transitive verb + preposition constructions under the umbrella term phrasal verb.


It is also logical to do so. ESL students see only this: combinations of verbs with one and sometimes two other words that are sometimes separable, sometimes not, and often idiomatic. Do deal with and do without meet these criteria? Yes. Are they included in Phrasal Verbs? Yes. That some linguists would classify deal with and do without as prepositional verbs rather than phrasal verbs is entirely irrelevant to ESL students who rightly care about only two things—meaning and mechanics, i.e., what these verb + element constructions mean and how to use them. Because this is all that ESL students and teachers should focus on, this is all that I focus on in Phrasal Verbs.


So what should you say to your students about all of this? Absolutely nothing. To ESL students, these competing taxonomies and the rationale behind them do not matter one bit. It would be foolish and counterproductive to burden them with it. There are only two things that you should discuss with your students: meaning and separability.


Focus on Meaning


Why the focus on meaning? The idiomatic nature of most phrasal verbs is by far the greatest challenge that ESL students face when acquiring these lexical items. Idiomatic means that the meaning of a lexical phrase (or, in this case, multiword lexical item) cannot be derived from the sum of its parts. For example, no student could figure out the meaning of so long, make do, or by and large by simply adding the meanings of the individual words. The meanings that attach to these phrases must be memorized. The same is true of phrasal (and some prepositional) verbs. No effort by a student to figure out the meanings of, for example, come about, get off on, and call off by adding the meanings of the individual words would be successful.


So focus on meaning with your students. Call all verb + element constructions phrasal verbs, as I shall henceforth do. Leave the great prepositional verb debate to the linguists in their ivory towers, and do what an ESL teacher should do—help his or her students to become English speakers, not linguistics professors. With one exception, absolutely do not confuse them with any of the linguistic discussion above. The one exception is separability. That’s very important and needs to be discussed, but that’s as far as you should go. In my experience, even separability tends to take care of itself without much difficulty. Regarding terminology, I occasionally use the term idiomatic with my students, but I avoid the term idiom because it is also used in reference to expressions such as kick the bucket and raining cats and dogs. I advise not digressing into this sort of thing with your students. It could give them the impression that phrasal verbs are oddball, quaint, colloquial, and of no great importance.


Rationale Behind Phrasal Verbs


Although this book is intended primarily for high-intermediate to advanced students, ambitious students at lower levels will benefit from it as well. Only some of the explanations at the beginning of each section may prove to be a little beyond them; otherwise, there is nothing to prevent any student from studying the definitions and examples and attempting the exercises.


A vocabulary book should provide mechanics as well as meaning—students want to know more than what a word means; they want to know how to use it correctly. The importance of mechanics is the reason for the emphasis on prepositions that are required when some phrasal verbs are used transitively and for the inclusion of reviews of points of grammar not specific to phrasal verbs. Prepositions are the glue that holds English together, but many students falter when using newly learned phrasal verbs (prepositional or otherwise) because they do not know that a preposition is also required, or, if they do, they do not know which one. This aspect of the English language is not given the attention it deserves because it is difficult to teach. Though there are patterns to preposition usage, there are no hard-and-fast rules that govern when a preposition, or which preposition, is required, and no teacher likes to say, “You just have to remember.”


The hope of the discussion of points of grammar not specific to phrasal verbs is that combining practice with the phrasal verbs and practice with a variety of grammatical structures will not only increase students’ confidence in their knowledge of the phrasal verbs but will also increase their willingness and ability to use them in a wider range of situations.


There is inevitably a degree of oversimplification. Whether phrasal verb particles are prepositions, adverbs, or both is mentioned only once. No purpose is served by differentiating between them, and the overlap between the two is confusing to students. The concept of transitivity and intransitivity is explained in Unit 1, but no mention is made of it beyond that, and phrasal verbs are not identified as transitive or intransitive. There is no need; it is dictated by logic. There is no indication given to the students that they should classify a particular verb + element construction in any of the categories described above. Less common meanings of some phrasal verbs have not been included. Adverb placement is presented and illustrated in simplified form without discussion of the different types of adverbs; doing so would have gone beyond the scope of this book.


Design of Phrasal Verbs



No differentiation is made between adjectives derived from past participles and past participles with adjectival meaning. The adjectival use of past participles (both phrasal and nonphrasal) is a very important aspect of English—something every student of English should be familiar with—yet the dividing line between true adjectives derived from past participles and passive sentences employing past participles with adjectival meanings is ill defined and problematic. Native English speakers regularly use past participles in superficially passive sentences with purely adjectival meaning. Whether the past participles are verbs or actually adjectives is of no concern to the native speaker and is irrelevant to the students of English. Rather than distract students with an unnecessary element of confusion, both are referred to as participle adjectives throughout this book.


Phrasal Verbs is composed of 50 units, each containing eight phrasal verbs. The phrasal verbs in each unit were placed in that unit because they are common and useful and because at least one meaning (with some exceptions) of each phrasal verb lends itself to the illustration of a particular point related to phrasal verb use. Not all meanings will, nor could they be expected to, relate to the focus point of the unit. In some cases, a single phrasal verb with more than one meaning will fall into more than one of the categories described above. There is no discussion of this because there is no need for it—meaning and separability are all that matter to students. When two or more meanings are shown, more common meanings are shown first, followed by less common meanings. Often, you will see meanings that by themselves would not have warranted inclusion in Phrasal Verbs. The reason for their inclusion is that one or more other meanings of the verb + element construction did warrant inclusion. For example, if fall off had no other meaning than to fall from a higher place, it might not have been included in this book, However, it is fall off’s idiomatic meaning—sales have fallen off—that made me include it in Phrasal Verbs. Once one meaning is included, all their meanings are included, and why not? It would make no sense to deny useful vocabulary instruction to students because of semantic or linguistic objections that are irrelevant to students. I want Phrasal Verbs to be inclusive, not exclusive. Usefulness to students was my sole criterion.


The choice of verbs presented in Phrasal Verbs is, of course, arbitrary, but all are—in my estimation—common. Any teacher using this book could and probably will come up with others that he or she feels should have been included. And they might have been if the book were longer. Four hundred seemed like a reasonable number, but there are hundreds more that could be classified as common.


How many phrasal verbs are there? Lists of more than 2,000 are not uncommon. One popular dictionary of phrasal verbs contains 6,000 phrasal verbs. And the number keeps growing. Phrasal verbs are a highly productive component of the English lexicon, with new phrasal verbs being coined continually (geek out, weird out, veg out, zone out, wuss out, lawyer up).


The exercises in this book are intended to reinforce meaning and mechanics. A cloze (fill in the blank) exercise always comes first, followed by exercises focusing on sentence structure and the topic discussed at the beginning of the section. Last are exercises that ask students to answer questions or write original sentences.


There is a good deal of review built into this book. Each unit contains one and sometimes two exercises requiring students to refer back to a previous unit in order to review a phrasal verb, participle adjective, or noun. When a phrasal verb has two or more meanings, it is intentional that no help is provided to students in determining which meaning applies. The students have to review them all and figure it out for themselves.


Finally, I have tried in this book to imitate the form and content of everyday English. If occasionally the register and subject matter of some examples and exercises seem not quite right for formal discourse, this is deliberate. Students need to learn formal English, of course, but since most people speak informally most of the time, students need to gain familiarity with the syntax, usage, and content of the informal English they read and hear every day at work, at school, at home, and in popular entertainment.









To the Student


Phrasal verbs are combinations of ordinary verbs, like put, take, come, and go, and words like in, out, on, and off. In other situations, the words like in, out, on, and off are called prepositions and adverbs, but in phrasal verbs we call them particles because they are not doing the job of prepositions and adverbs (but sometimes we also use prepositions with phrasal verbs). Phrasal verbs are a very important part of English. Every student of English needs a basic understanding of common phrasal verbs and also common nouns and adjectives that are made from phrasal verbs.


Most phrasal verbs are not informal, slang, or improper for educated speech or formal writing. Exactly the opposite is true—most phrasal verbs are acceptable at all levels of spoken or written English. In fact, for many of the phrasal verbs in this book, there is no alternative to the phrasal verb—there is no other way to say it.


However, a few phrasal verbs in this book are identified as informal, and it is better not to use them in serious, formal speech or in writing. But these informal phrasal verbs are still important because they are very common in everyday informal speech and writing.


Some phrasal verbs are very easy to understand. For example, it is not difficult to understand cut off or eat up because their meanings are obvious. But many phrasal verbs are idiomatic. Idiomatic means that there is no way to know what the verb and particle mean together by knowing what the verb and particle mean separately. For example, every beginner-level student learns what call, run, off, and out mean, but that does not help the student to know that call off means cancel or that run out means use all of something.


Each unit of this book starts with an introduction, an explanation of something important about phrasal verbs or about general grammar as it is used with phrasal verbs. Then eight phrasal verbs and an explanation of each important meaning of each phrasal verb are presented, along with one or more example sentences for each meaning. Following that are several exercises to help you understand and remember what the phrasal verbs mean and how to use them in a sentence. And like real conversation, questions asked with I or we are answered with you, and questions asked with you are answered with I or we.


And because there is a lot to learn in this book, there is a lot of review to help you learn it. Every phrasal verb is reviewed at least twice later in the book. The more idiomatic phrasal verbs are reviewed more often, and the more important meanings of phrasal verbs with several meanings are reviewed more often.


Finally, there is an explanation of the different types of phrasal verbs in Unit 1 and more discussions of grammar in later units. These are important, but never forget what the most important thing is—meaning. The higher you go in your English-language studies, the more important vocabulary becomes. Which student will have an easier time understanding what he or she hears and reads and an easier time expressing his other thoughts when speaking or writing—a student with a small vocabulary and excellent grammar, or a student with a wide vocabulary and less than excellent grammar? You know the answer, so remember: focus on meaning, and the grammar will follow.


Terms, Abbreviations, and Symbols Used in This Textbook










	verb

	
Verb refers to the verb part of a phrasal verb—in other words, the phrasal verb minus the particle. In the phrasal verb pull over, pull is the verb and over is the particle.








	particle

	The adverbs and prepositions in phrasal verbs are both called particles in this book. Many particles are adverbs and prepositions (prepositional adverbs), and it can be very difficult and confusing to figure out if a particle in a particular phrasal verb is one or the other. Fortunately, this is almost never important to the student, so it is a lot easier to simply call them both particles.






	p.v.

	phrasal verb






	n.

	a noun made from a phrasal verb






	part.adj.

	participle adjective—a past participle of a phrasal verb used as an adjective






	put on it

	When words or sentences have a line through them, it means that they are incorrect.






	. . .

	Three dots between the verb and the particle means that the phrasal verb is separable: the object of the phrasal verb can be placed between the verb and the particle.
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Unit 1



Definition of Phrasal Verbs, Separable/Inseparable, and Transitive/Intransitive


What are phrasal verbs? Not everyone agrees on the exact definition, but here is a simplified explanation that will help you as you study Phrasal Verbs.


























	separable

	inseparable






	transitive

	transitive three-word

	intransitive

	transitive with optional preposition

	transitive three-word

	transitive






	verb + particle

	verb + particle + preposition

	verb + particle

	verb + particle + optional preposition

	verb + particle + preposition

	verb + preposition






	
He put on his shoes.


He put his shoes on.


He put them on.



	
He screwed me out of $100.

	
The students lined up.

	
She dropped out.


She dropped out of school.



	
I came up with a plan.

	
She fell for his lies.






	These are what most people think of when they think of phrasal verbs, but as you can see, there are other types. A small number of separable verb + particle combinations are permanently separated.

	A small number of three-word verbs are separable because they must have two objects.

[image: Image]



	

	A preposition is used to make some intransitive phrasal verbs transitive. Then they are like three-word phrasal verbs except that three-word phrasal verbs cannot be used without a preposition—they have no intransitive meaning.
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	Most teachers call these phrasal verbs, but some teachers don’t agree that verbs that end with prepositions are phrasal verbs. They call them prepositional verbs. In this book, I call them phrasal verbs. This is not something students should worry about. What is much more important is learning what they mean.






	Although particles may look like prepositions or adverbs, in phrasal verbs they do not function as prepositions or adverbs, and for that reason, they are called particles. (However, sometimes you will see them called prepositions in other books about phrasal verbs.)

	






	Because many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning, many of the phrasal verbs in this book fall into more than one of the categories described above. Also, as you study this book, you will see that there are some variations and exceptions to what I have explained here. Don’t worry about trying to remember all this grammar. Please take my advice: meaning is more important than grammar! As you learn what these phrasal verbs mean by reading the examples and doing the exercises, little by little you will learn the grammar too.













Transitive/intransitive


When a verb requires an object, we say the verb is transitive:


I bought a car.


verb   object


When a verb does not need an object, we say the verb is intransitive:


His mother died.


    verb


Many verbs can be both transitive and intransitive, depending on how they are used:


We ate.


verb


We ate the pizza.


verb  object


Separable phrasal verbs


The verb and particle of some phrasal verbs can be separated by an object. When this is possible, we say that the phrasal verb is separable. When the verb and particle cannot be separated, we say that the phrasal verb is inseparable. Unfortunately, there is no rule that will help you to look at a phrasal verb and always know whether it is separable or inseparable.


When the object of a phrasal verb is a noun, it is (usually) optional whether the object is placed between the verb and the particle or placed after the particle. Both the sentences below are correct:


I took my shoes off.


I took off my shoes.


However, when an object pronoun (me, you, him, her, it, us, or them) is used instead of a noun, the pronoun must be placed between the verb and the particle:


I took them off.


I took off them.


Separating a phrasal verb is usually optional, but a small number of two-word phrasal verbs must always be separated:


He had to do his homework over.


He had to do over his homework.


Also, sometimes a two-word separable phrasal verb must be separated when it has two objects:


She put a blanket on.


She put on a blanket.




She put a blanket on the bed.


She put on a blanket the bed.


And a small number of three-word verbs are separable because they always require two objects:


My friend talked me out of it.



Inseparable phrasal verbs


Intransitive phrasal verbs are always inseparable because they cannot have an object:


The airplane took off. (Take off has meanings that are transitive and intransitive.)


Some phrasal verbs are both intransitive and, when a preposition is added, transitive:


The criminals broke out.


The criminals broke out of jail.


Three-word verbs are usually inseparable:


I’m looking forward to the party.


Verbs + preposition combinations are always inseparable:


He ran into a tree.


He ran a tree into.


In Phrasal Verbs, separable phrasal verbs have three dots (. . .) between the verb and the particle. Transitive/intransitive is not shown because this is obvious from the meaning and from the examples.


All of this might seem confusing. Remember, meaning is more important than grammar. Focus on meaning, and the grammar will follow.






















	Infinitive: cheer up






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	cheer up & cheers up

	cheering up

	cheered up

	cheered up












1. cheer . . . up p.v. When people cheer up, they stop being unhappy or depressed and become happier and more cheerful. When you try to cheer people up, you try to make them less unhappy or depressed and more cheerful. When you say “cheer up” to people, you are encouraging them to be less unhappy or depressed and to be more cheerful.


I was very worried when I heard my mother was sick, but I cheered up later when the doctor said it wasn’t serious.


Larry is always in a bad mood. I try to cheer him up, but nothing works.


Hey, cheer up. Everything is going to be OK.






















	Infinitive: figure out






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	figure out & figures out

	figuring out

	figured out

	figured out












1. figure . . . out p.v. [the object can be a noun or a noun clause] When you figure out something, such as the answer to a question, the solution to a problem, or why a person is a certain way or acts a certain way, you think about and succeed in understanding it.


Joe’s so hostile all the time. I can’t figure him out.


I looked everywhere for my keys, but I couldn’t figure out where I put them.






















	
Infinitive: give back







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	give back & gives back

	giving back

	gave back

	given back












1. give . . . back (to) p.v. When you return something to someone, you give it back.


Can I use your pen? I’ll give it back after the test.


Timmy, give that toy back to your sister right now!






















	Infinitive: pass away






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	pass away & passes away

	passing away

	passed away

	passed away












1. pass away p.v. When people die, they pass away.


After my husband passed away, I went to live with my sister in Florida.


I was sorry to hear that Maria’s mother passed away.






















	Infinitive: put on






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	put on & puts on

	putting on

	put on

	put on












1. put . . . on p.v. When you place something on your body or apply something to your body, you put it on.


I put on my new dress before going to the party.


Erik forgot to put suntan lotion on, and now he has a bad sunburn.


2. put . . . on p.v. When you place something on another surface or apply something to another surface, you put it on.


I put the book on the table.


Jerry put too much fertilizer on his lawn, and now he has to cut it twice a week.


3. put . . . on p.v. When you attach or affix something to another thing, you put it on.


The Wilsons put a new roof on their house last year.


I told the tailor to put red buttons on the dress he’s making for me.


4. put . . . on p.v. When you put on weight, you gain weight.


Did you see Mike? He’s put on so much weight that I didn’t recognize him.


I need to go on a diet. I’ve been putting a lot of weight on lately.


5. put . . . on p.v. When you organize or perform something for other people’s entertainment, such as a play or a concert, you put it on.


That opera hasn’t been put on for more than 200 years.


The club put a show on to raise money for the party.


6. put . . . on p.v. [informal, always separated unless passive] When you put people on, you kid or tease them.


You won the lottery? You’re putting me on!


Don’t put me on—tell me the truth.


put-on n. Something done with the intention of fooling or deceiving people is a put-on.




He didn’t really win the lottery. It was all a big put-on to impress his girlfriend.






















	Infinitive: run into






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	run into & runs into

	running into

	ran into

	run into












1. run into p.v. When you are driving and hit another vehicle or something near the road, such as a tree or a telephone pole, you run into it.


Ali was driving too fast, and he ran into a telephone pole.


I was run into by a truck.


2. run into p.v. When you meet people unexpectedly or unintentionally, you run into them. Bump into is the same as run into.


We ran into Karen and her new boyfriend at the supermarket yesterday.


I owe Frank $300, so I hope I don’t run into him.


3. run into p.v. When you unexpectedly encounter difficulties or problems, you run into them.


I thought it would be easy to fix my car, but I’ve been running into problems.


Janice ran into one problem after another at work today.


4. run into p.v. When the total of something grows to a large amount or number, it runs into that amount or number.


If you fixed everything on that old car that needs fixing, it would run into thousands of dollars.


The number of starving people in the country ran into millions.






















	Infinitive: show up






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	show up & shows up

	showing up

	showed up

	shown up












1. show up (at) p.v. When you appear somewhere, you show up or show up at that place. Turn up is similar to show up.


I was supposed to meet my sister for lunch, but she hasn’t shown up yet.


Do you think Michael will show up at the party?


2. show up p.v. When something appears or becomes visible, it shows up.


It’s hard to photograph polar bears because they don’t show up well against the snow.


The spots won’t show up until the last stages of the disease.






















	
Infinitive: take off







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	take off & takes off

	taking off

	took off

	taken off












1. take . . . off p.v. When you remove something from your body, you take it off.


I was so tired when I got home that I took my clothes off and went straight to bed.


Take off your shoes. You’re getting mud on the carpet.


2. take . . . off p.v. When you remove something from a surface, you take it off.


I took the book off the table.


You need to take the old wax off the floor before you wax it again.


3. take . . . off p.v. When you remove something from something it is attached or affixed to, you take it off.


Chuck always takes the skin off chicken before he cooks it.


After Jane took the flat tire off her car, she put on the spare tire.


4. take . . . off p.v. When you take time off from work or study, you do something different, instead of working or studying.


I can’t work tomorrow. I have to take the day off for some tests at the hospital.


Our company always lets us take the week between Christmas and New Year’s Day off.


5. take off p.v. When an airplane leaves the ground and flies up into the air, it takes off.


Our plane took off an hour late because of the snow.


Put on your seat belt. We’re taking off now.


takeoff n. Takeoff is when an airplane leaves the ground and flies up into the air.




The takeoff was delayed because of the snow.


6. take off p.v. When a business or other organized activity becomes very successful, it takes off.


The new restaurant’s business is taking off because it got a good review in the newspaper.


If this business takes off, we could make a lot of money.


7. take off p.v. [informal] When you leave suddenly or quickly, you take off.


After he found out the FBI was looking for him, he took off in a hurry.


This party’s boring—let’s take off.


8. take . . . off p.v. When you reduce the price of something that is for sale by a certain amount, you take that amount off the price.


The sign in the store window said, “Every Monday take 10 percent off all marked prices.”


The car dealer took $2,000 off the list price.



PRACTICE



1-1. On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


Example: Jim married Sarah five years after his first wife    passed away   .


1. After the police arrived, we _____________ _____________ quickly.


2. Sales of air conditioners really _____________ _____________ when the temperature got over 100 degrees last summer.


3. Megan _____________ a lot of weight _____________ when she was pregnant.


4. I’m going to install a new program tonight, and I hope I don’t _____________ _____________ any problems.


5. The invisible ink _____________ _____________ only under ultraviolet light.


6. I was expecting 100 people at the party, but only around 50 _____________ _____________.


7. Linda’s first husband _____________ _____________ three years ago, and she remarried a year later.


8. I _____________ wax _____________ on my car to protect the paint.


9. My cousin is so strange that even his mother can’t _____________ him _____________.


10. I don’t feel well. I think I’ll _____________ tomorrow _____________ and stay home.


11. Be careful! You almost _____________ _____________ that truck back there.


12. My son always forgets to _____________ _____________ his coat before he goes outside.


13. I was surprised when our plane _____________ _____________ on time.


14. _____________ _____________! It’s not as bad as it seems.


15. Paul finally _____________ my CDs _____________ after I asked him for them about a million times.


16. I’m not going to the party because I don’t want to _____________ _____________ Kevin.


17. The real estate agent said that we were asking too much for our house and that we should _____________ at least $10,000 _____________ the price.


18. _____________ _____________ those muddy shoes before you come inside.


19. Sending my son to Stanford University and my daughter to Yale University is going to _____________ _____________ a lot of money.


20. _____________ the ornaments _____________ the Christmas tree isn’t as much fun as putting them on.


21. You can’t be serious—you’re _____________ me _____________!


22. Don’t forget to _____________ a stamp _____________ that letter before you mail it.


23. A special performance of The Nutcracker was _____________ _____________ at the children’s hospital.


24. The maid _____________ the dirty sheets _____________ the bed.


1-2. On a separate piece of paper, write three sentences using the objects in parentheses. Be sure to put the objects in the right place.


Example: I can’t figure out. (the answer, it)


I can’t figure out the answer.


I can’t figure the answer out.


I can’t figure it out.


1. I finally figured out. (the instructions, them)




2. Give back when you are finished. (my tools, them)




3. She put on. (her slippers, them)




4. I took off. (my shoes, them)




5. The hurricane took off. (the roof, it)




    1-3. On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions using phrasal verbs and nouns from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


Example: I can’t understand where my wallet is. What can’t I do?


You can’t figure out where your wallet is.


1. A lot of guests didn’t come to the wedding. What didn’t a lot of guests do?


2. Raul thought about the math problem, and he knows the answer now. What did Raul do?


3. The jet is leaving the ground and flying into the air. What is the jet doing?


4. In Question 3, what would you call what the airplane did?


5. Mark’s wife died. What happened to Mark’s wife?


6. We left Bob’s house quickly. What did we do?


7. I met Uncle John at the baseball game today. What did I do today?


8. Sally returned Frank’s camera. What did Sally do?


9. You almost hit a tree while you were driving your car. What did you almost do?


10. Mr. Taylor attached his name to his mailbox. What did Mr. Taylor do?


11. I have to remove the flat tire from my car. What do I have to do?


12. We talked about our problem, and then we solved it.


13. I’m removing the dirty dishes from the table. What am I doing?


14. Sales of the company’s new product were very successful. What did sales of the company’s new product do?


15. Francesca is sad today. I’m going to try to make her happy. What am I going to try to do to Francesca?


16. Susie’s blue eyes aren’t visible in this photo. What don’t Susie’s eyes do in this photo?


17. Jim always forgets to place salt and pepper on the table. What does Jim always do?


18. Bill didn’t go to work last Friday. What did Bill do?










Unit 2



Phrasal Verbs and Do, Does, and Did


Like ordinary verbs, phrasal verbs form negatives and questions with do, does, and did.


Present tense questions


In the present tense, questions are formed with do (except when the subject is he, she, it, or the name of one person or thing):


Why do I always fall for losers?


Do you sometimes doze off in class?


Do we ever give in to pressure?


How do these bottle tops come off?


When the subject is he, she, it, or the name of one person or thing, does is used. Remember that the -s form of the verb is not used in questions:


Does this welding torch throw sparks up into the air?


Present tense negatives


In the present tense, negatives are formed with do not or don’t (except when the subject is he, she, it, or the name of one person or thing):


I used to doze off while driving, but I don’t anymore.


I think he has the flu because people don’t usually throw up when they have a cold.


We don’t usually fall for crazy stories like that.


When the subject is he, she, it, or the name of one person or thing, does not or doesn’t is used. Remember that the -s form of the verb is not used in negatives:


If Mark doesn’t pull through, his children will not have a father.


Past tense questions


In the past tense, questions are formed with did. Remember to use the infinitive form of the verb:


I’m so embarrassed. Why did I fall for his lies?


Did the patient pull through?


How many times did he throw up?


Did we give in to their demands?


Did they hear about the explorer who was eaten by piranhas?


Past tense negatives


In the past tense, negatives are formed with did not or didn’t. Remember to use the infinitive form of the verb:


I was really sick, but I didn’t throw up.


You didn’t fall for that nonsense, I hope.


He pulled and pulled, but the bowling ball did not come off.


I’m sorry. We tried everything, but she didn’t pull through.






















	
Infinitive: build up







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	build up & builds up

	building up

	built up

	built up












1. build up p.v. When a (usually unwanted) substance, such as mud, dirt, snow, corrosion, etc., builds up on a surface or in a place or area, it gradually accumulates or increases on that surface or in that place or area.


The temperature was just above freezing, so the snow didn’t build up.


Trash is building up in the alley behind my house.


2. build . . . up p.v. When people gradually increase the number or quantity of something, they build it up.


The general built up his forces before launching the attack.


The company is building up its cash reserves in case there is another recession.


buildup n. An increase in the number or quantity of something is a buildup.


During the Cold War, there was a huge buildup of nuclear weapons.


3. build . . . up p.v. When people gradually increase the strength or size of an organization, system, society, or business, etc., they build it up.


Over 12 years, I built my restaurant chain up from one location to more than 2,000.


We’re going to keep building the campaign up until election day.


built up part.adj. An area where there is a concentration of buildings is built up.




The tornado didn’t hit the built up area of the city, so there was little damage.






















	Infinitive: come off






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	come off & comes off

	coming off

	came off

	come off












1. come off p.v. When something comes off, it becomes detached from what it was attached or fastened to.


Be careful with this old book. The cover’s coming off.


That paint won’t come off your hands unless you use turpentine.


2. come off p.v. When an event comes off, it is successful.


The party came off well. Everyone had a lot of fun.


The attack didn’t come off the way the general planned it.


3. come off p.v. When you say “Come off it” to people, you are saying that you think something they have said is untrue or foolish.


It’s 2:00 A.M., you come home smelling like beer, and you say you were working late at the office? Oh, come off it!






















	
Infinitive: doze off







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	doze off & dozes off

	dozing off

	dozed off

	dozed off












1. doze off p.v. When you fall into a light sleep, often at an inappropriate time, you doze off. Doze off is the same as nod off.


I went to a movie last night, but it was so boring I dozed off.


If I eat a big lunch, I’m sure to doze off at my desk.






















	Infinitive: fall for






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	fall for & falls for

	falling for

	fell for

	fallen for












1. fall for p.v. When someone successfully tricks or deceives you, you fall for the trick or deception or you fall for it.


I feel like an idiot. The salesman promised me it was a real diamond, not glass, and I fell for it.


Your girlfriend told you that the guy she was dancing with at the party was her brother? How could you fall for a story like that?


2. fall for p.v. When you suddenly feel a strong attraction to someone or something, you fall for that person or thing.


Jim met Sam’s sister last week, and now he calls her every day. I guess he really fell for her in a big way.


When I saw this house, I fell for it immediately, and I made an offer the same day.






















	Infinitive: give in






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	give in & gives in

	giving in

	gave in

	given in












1. give in (to) p.v. When someone pressures or forces you to do something or allow something even though you do not want to, you give in or give in to their request or demand.


My son drove me crazy asking me to buy him a new bicycle, and I finally gave in.


The strike lasted for eight months, but the company never gave in to the workers’ demands.






















	
Infinitive: iron out







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	iron out & irons out

	ironing out

	ironed out

	ironed out












1. iron . . . out p.v. When people iron out problems or difficulties, they find a way to solve or overcome them.


We had some problems with our teenage son, but we ironed them out, and now everything is OK.


I still haven’t ironed all the bugs out of our new system.


ironed out part.adj. When people iron out problems or difficulties, the problems or difficulties are ironed out.


We had to delay the first test flight of the new jet. There are still some problems that aren’t ironed out yet.






















	Infinitive: pull through






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	pull through & pulls through

	pulling through

	pulled through

	pulled through












1. pull through p.v. When you recover from a serious illness or injury, you pull through.


The doctor didn’t think the patient’s chances were very good, but he pulled through.


Erik is very sick, but he’s young and strong, so I’m sure he’ll pull through.






















	Infinitive: throw up






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	throw up & throws up

	throwing up

	threw up

	thrown up












1. throw up p.v. When people throw up, they vomit.


Alex was so sick that he threw up all over my shoes.


I feel like I’m going to throw up.


2. throw . . . up p.v. When something causes small particles of dirt, dust, or a liquid to rise into the air, it throws them up.


Be careful with that chain saw—it’ll throw sawdust up in your eyes.


Don’t stand too close to the fire. It’s throwing up sparks.



PRACTICE



2-1. On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. Heather calls Tom every day. I have a feeling she’s _____________ _____________ him.


2. I went to the shoe repair guy because the heel _____________ _____________ my shoe.


3. I _____________ _____________ ten minutes after the movie started, and I missed the whole thing.


4. The bride drank too much champagne at her wedding reception, and she _____________ _____________ all over her new husband.


5. I needed a car to go to the party, so I asked my father for his car so I could go to the library to study, and he _____________ _____________ it.


6. Uncle Fred’s really sick. If he _____________ _____________, it’ll be a miracle.


7. My wife and I are having problems, but we’re trying to _____________ things _____________.


8. The surprise party _____________ _____________ perfectly.


9. I don’t care if you beg me all night—I’m not going to _____________ _____________!


10. The plane crashed after ice _____________ _____________ on its wings.


11. Don’t get close to the fire. It’s _____________ _____________ ashes and sparks.


12. Do you really expect me to believe a crazy story like that? _____________ _____________ it!


13. The clinic needs to _____________ _____________ its supply of medicines in case there is another epidemic.


    2-2. On a separate piece of paper, change the sentences to questions using do, does, or did.


Example: Francisco usually dozes off after dinner.


Does Francisco usually doze off after dinner?


1. The sick boy threw up.


2. Rosa falls for every boy she meets.


3. The tops come off easily.


4. They ironed the bugs out.


5. Mud builds up on the bottom of the lake every year.


    2-3. On a separate piece of paper, change the sentences to negatives using do not or don’t, does not or doesn’t, or did not or didn’t.


Example: Francisco dozes off after dinner.


Francisco doesn’t doze off after dinner.


1. I always give in to her demands.


2. Mr. and Mrs. Taylor fell for the salesman’s promises.


3. These machines throw up sparks.


4. The patient pulled through.


5. The plot came off as planned.


    2-4. On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions using phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. Mary and Tom talked about their problems, and now everything is OK. What did they do to their problems?


2. When Dan saw that new motorcycle, he decided he had to buy it no matter how much it cost. How did Dan feel about the motorcycle?


3. The students are so tired that they are starting to sleep in class. What are the students doing?


4. Corrosion is accumulating on my car battery terminals. What is corrosion doing on my car battery terminals?


5. The meeting didn’t happen the way I planned it. What didn’t the meeting do?


6. You had an accident after one of the wheels separated from your car. Why did you have an accident?


7. You can ask a thousand times if you want to, but I’m not agreeing to your demands. What am I not doing to your demands?


8. The company plans to increase its advertising campaign until Christmas. What does the company plan to do to its advertising campaign?


9. My cousin made a lot of promises to me, and I believed them. How did I react to her promises?


10. Dr. Wood said Ted’s disease is very serious, and she doesn’t think there’s much hope that he’ll recover. What doesn’t Dr. Wood think?


11. Timmy is very sick, and he was vomiting all night. What was Timmy doing all night?


2-5. REVIEW On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with these phrasal verbs from Unit 1. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person. To check their meanings, review Unit 1.






















	cheer up

	give back

	put on

	show up






	figure out

	pass away

	run into

	take off












1. Look what time it is! We have to be at work in fifteen minutes. We’d better _____________ _____________ right now.


2. I waited for Joe for three hours, but he never _____________ _____________.


3. The maid _____________ clean sheets _____________ the bed.


4. Tom is always in a bad mood in the morning, but he _____________ _____________ after he has a cup of coffee.


5. My husband is very ill. After he _____________ _____________, I’ll sell the house and move to California.


6. That’s mine! _____________ it _____________ right now or I’m telling Mom!


7. They were injured when they _____________ _____________ a truck.


8. The mechanic can’t _____________ _____________ what the problem is with my car.










Unit 3



Three-Word Phrasal Verbs


Phrasal verbs are not always composed of two words. Three-word phrasal verbs are composed of a verb, a particle (the second word), and a preposition (the third word). All three-word phrasal verbs are transitive (with one exception).


Most three-word phrasal verbs are inseparable:


It’s been a long day, I know, but do you feel up to playing tennis after dinner?


It was nice to meet you, and I look forward to seeing you again.


A small number of three-word phrasal verbs are separable because they require two objects:


Mr. Baker tried to screw his ex-wife out of her share of the lottery prize.


One useful three-word phrasal verb is unique. Get over with is always separated, but it is intransitive:


Everyone in Sofia’s class must make a presentation to the class. Sofia is very nervous about it, so she wants to go first so she can get it over with and relax.






















	Infinitive: feel up to






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	feel up to & feels up to

	feeling up to

	felt up to

	feel up to












1. feel up to p.v. When you feel up to doing something, you have the confidence or energy to do it.


I’m sorry to cancel, but I just don’t feel up to going dancing tonight.


The top of the mountain is only 1,000 feet away—do you feel up to it?






















	Infinitive: get over with






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	get over with & gets over with

	getting over with

	got over with

	gotten over with












1. get . . . over with p.v. [always separated] When you want to get something over with, it is because it is something unpleasant that you want to finish so that you can stop worrying about it or dreading it.


Let’s fix both cavities today, doctor. I just want to get it over with.


I think it’s better to get the exam over with in the first period rather than to be nervous about it all day long.






















	
Infinitive: go along with







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	go along with & goes along with

	going along with

	went along with

	gone along with












1. go along with p.v. When you agree with people or agree with what they are saying, you go along with them.


I understand your concern, Linda, but I have to go along with Maria on this matter.


What’s my opinion? I go along with Omar.


2. go along with p.v. When you obey a rule or follow a decision, you go along with it.


Mrs. Taylor wasn’t happy about the committee’s decision, but she went along with it anyway.


I don’t care what the boss says—I’m not going along with any changes that will mean longer hours for less money.






















	Infinitive: go in for






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	go in for & goes in for

	going in for

	went in for

	gone in for












1. go in for p.v. When you go in for a certain activity, you like it and do it regularly.


Bryan really goes in for any kind of outdoor activity.


When I was a kid I went in for football, but I don’t watch it much anymore.






















	Infinitive: look forward to






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	look forward to & looks forward to

	looking forward to

	looked forward to

	looked forward to












1. look forward to p.v. When you look forward to something or look forward to doing something, you are excited about something in the future because you enjoy it or because it will benefit you in some way.


It’s been four years since my brother went overseas. I’m looking forward to seeing him again.


I look forward to an opportunity to meet with you in person.






















	
Infinitive: put up with







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	put up with & puts up with

	putting up with

	put up with

	put up with












1. put up with p.v. When you put up with something you do not like or are not happy about, you accept it and do not try to change it.


Her neighbors have loud parties every night, but she doesn’t complain. She just puts up with it.


My husband said, “I’ve put up with your brother long enough!”






















	Infinitive: screw out of






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	screw out of & screws out of

	screwing out of

	screwed out of

	screwed out of












1. screw . . . out of p.v. [informal] When you get money or something valuable from people in a dishonest way, you screw them out of it.


The criminal screwed me out of my life savings.


Their dishonest son-in-law screwed them out of thousands of dollars.






















	Infinitive: talk down to






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	talk down to & talks down to

	talking down to

	talked down to

	talked down to












1. talk down to p.v. When you talk down to people, you use a tone of voice or an attitude that shows that you think they are less intelligent, less educated, or from a lower level of society than you.


I was furious about the way he talked down to me!


Bob hates Jane because of the way she talks down to him.



PRACTICE



3-1. On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. Thanks for inviting me, but I don’t _____________ _____________ _____________ karaoke.


2. I couldn’t _____________ _____________ _____________ my husband’s smoking any longer. I told him to choose between cigarettes or me.


3. I’m sorry, but I think your plan is a big mistake, and I can’t _____________ _____________ _____________ it.


4. Even though Mr. Watson is the richest man in town, he never _____________ _____________ _____________ people.


5. It’s been only two weeks since the tragedy. I’m sure they don’t _____________ _____________ _____________ going to the party.


6. If that crook thinks he’s going to _____________ me _____________ _____________ $500, he’s crazy!


7. The whole family’s going to be here for Thanksgiving, and Mom is really _____________ _____________ _____________ it.


8. I volunteered to give my speech first just so I could _____________ it _____________ _____________.


9. Even if you don’t like the rules, you have to _____________ _____________ _____________ them.


    3-2. On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions using phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. Jerry’s brother-in-law talks to him like he’s an idiot. How does Jerry’s brother-in-law talk to Jerry?


2. Nicole can’t work tomorrow, and she’s nervous about telling her boss. What should Nicole do?


3. They paid $5,000 too much for their house because the salesman lied to them. What did the salesman do to them?


4. Sally’s going to fly in an airplane for the first time, and she’s very excited about it. How does Sally feel about flying in an airplane?


5. The cold weather in Minneapolis is terrible, but you can’t move or change the weather. What do you have to do?


6. Erik just got out of the hospital, and he doesn’t feel strong enough to go back to work. Why can’t Erik go back to work?


7. I thought the new policy was an excellent idea, and I agreed with it 100 percent. How did I feel about the new policy?


3-3. REVIEW On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with these phrasal verbs from Unit 2. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person. To check their meanings, review Unit 2.






















	build up

	doze off

	give in

	pull through






	come off

	fall for

	iron out

	throw up












1. Miguel told me he didn’t steal my TV, but I didn’t _____________ _____________ his lies.


2. I told the doctor that I vomited two times yesterday, and she said that if I _____________ _____________ twice, I should not go to work.


3. After a few weeks, the gold on this cheap jewelry starts to _____________ _____________.


4. My son kept asking me to buy him a new bicycle, and I finally _____________ _____________.


5. We still have to _____________ some bugs _____________ before we can switch over to the new system.


6. After Betty’s temperature got up to 105 degrees, we started to think she might not _____________ _____________.


7. The meeting was so boring that I _____________ _____________.


8. Larry was very sick. The doctor says he must _____________ _____________ his strength before he can go back to work.










Unit 4



Present and Past Continuous Phrasal Verbs


As with one-word verbs, phrasal verbs can normally be made continuous (also called progressive) by using the present participle (the –ing) form of the verb and a form of be:


These Christmas candles are giving off a beautiful scent.


I’ve been going after my master’s degree for nearly five years.


Which dictionary is he looking up the words in?


I don’t understand you. What are you getting at?


The newspaper is calling for an investigation into political corruption.


You’ve been exercising for five hours. Aren’t you going overboard?


They should be wrapping the meeting up in a few minutes.


Thanks for all your help. I’m sorry I’m putting you to so much trouble.






















	Infinitive: call for






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	call for & calls for

	calling for

	called for

	called for












1. call for p.v. When you call for people, you go where they live, usually with the intention of going to another place together. When you call for a parcel, package, etc., you go to get it at the place where it has been delivered and is waiting for you.


I’ll call for you at 7:00, and then we’ll take a taxi to the concert.


Your package will be kept at the Post Office until you call for it.


2. call for p.v. When people call for an action, they say that the action is needed. When people call for a quality, they say that the quality is needed.


After the president won the election with 99 percent of the vote, the opposition party called for an investigation.


Teaching special needs children is not easy. It calls for a lot of patience.


3. call for p.v. When people say that a plan, recipe, formula, situation, etc., calls for a substance or object, they mean that that substance or object is appropriate or required.


This recipe calls for four eggs, but I always put five in.


My wife just got a big raise and a promotion. This calls for a celebration.






















	
Infinitive: get at







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	get at & gets at

	getting at

	got at

	gotten/got at












1. get at p.v. When people get at something, they try to make a point or express an opinion, perhaps with difficulty or perhaps indirectly, because they know the person listening will not like what he or she is hearing.


I don’t understand what you’re saying about my mother coming to live in our spare bedroom. What are you getting at?


What I’m getting at is that I think your mother should live with your sister and not us.






















	Infinitive: give off






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	give off & gives off

	giving off

	gave off

	given off












1. give off p.v. When a substance, process, or object gives off heat, light, gas, smoke, sound, or odor into the air, etc., it produces it or releases it into the air.


Be careful. This chemical gives off a toxic gas if it comes into contact with water.


Fluorescent bulbs give off much less heat than incandescent bulbs.






















	Infinitive: go after






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	go after & goes after

	going after

	went after

	gone after












1. go after p.v. When you chase and try to physically stop or attack people, you go after them.


A policeman saw him stealing the car and went after him.


Captain Morgan was ordered to go after the enemy soldiers.


2. go after p.v. When law enforcement officials try to prosecute people through a legal procedure, they go after them.


Federal prosecutors are now going after the top drug dealers.


The senator introduced a bill designed to go after deadbeat dads.


3. go after p.v. When a business tries to increase its profits by trying to increase its market share or its number of customers, it goes after them.


The tobacco company denied going after the teenage market.


The CEO said he wanted to go after new customers in China.


4. go after p.v. When you go after something, you try to obtain it even though it may be difficult to do.


Sofia went after a degree in accounting.


Todd trained for a year before going after the record in the 100-yard dash.






















	
Infinitive: go overboard







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	go overboard & goes overboard

	going overboard

	went overboard

	gone overboard












1. go overboard p.v. When people go overboard, they do something or engage in an activity too much so that there is a negative result.


Exercise is good for you, but don’t go overboard. If you do too much at first, you could hurt yourself.


I asked the stylist to cut my hair a little shorter, but now I’m almost bald. She really went overboard.






















	Infinitive: look up






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	look up & looks up

	looking up

	looked up

	looked up












1. look . . . up p.v. When you get information from a reference book, such as a word from a dictionary or a telephone number from a telephone book, you look the word or number up.


The teacher told the students to look the new words up in a dictionary.


I looked up his number, but it’s not in the phone book.


2. look . . . up p.v. When you locate and visit people you have not seen for a long time, you look them up.


I was in Dallas on business, and I looked up Dan Jones, my old college roommate.


If you’re ever in my town, look me up.


3. look up p.v. When a situation is looking up or starting to look up, it is improving.


Business was pretty bad for a while, but things are starting to look up.


I’m much happier than I was last year. Things are looking up.






















	Infinitive: put to






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	put to & puts to

	putting to

	put to

	put to












1. put . . . to p.v. When you confront people with a difficult or thought-provoking question, accusation, or proposition, you put it to them.


He didn’t want to tell me the truth, but I really put it to him, and he finally told me the whole story.


When Prof. Kline put his theory to me like that, I realized what he was talking about.


2. put . . . to p.v. When you put people to trouble or put them to an expense, you cause them to do extra work or to spend money.


Thanks for helping me with my flat tire. I’m sorry to put you to so much trouble.


I know my father would pay my dental bill if I asked him, but I hate to put him to such an expense.


3. put . . . to p.v. When you put part of your body or something in your hand to something, you touch or press it to something.


The neighbors were arguing again, so we put our ears to the wall to try to hear what they were saying.


When he put a gun to my head, I realized he wasn’t joking.






















	Infinitive: wrap up






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	wrap up & wraps up

	wrapping up

	wrapped up

	wrapped up












1. wrap . . . up p.v. When you enclose an object in some kind of paper, usually gift wrapping paper or packaging paper, you wrap it up.


I have to wrap this gift up before I go to the party.


The movers wrapped up the china with newspapers.


wrapped up part.adj. After you enclose an object in some kind of paper, usually gift wrapping paper or packaging paper, it is wrapped up.


All the gifts are wrapped up.


2. wrap . . . up p.v. When you conclude an event that has been happening for some time, you wrap it up. Wind up is similar to wrap up.


We wrapped up the meeting around 4:00 and went home.


The salesman blabbered for two hours before I finally told him to wrap it up.



PRACTICE



4-1. On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with phrasal verbs from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. It’s 12:30. Let’s _____________ this meeting _____________ and go to lunch.


2. There was no way he could deny his guilt after the prosecutor _____________ it _____________ him.


3. You can’t break through this thick cement with only a hammer; this _____________ _____________ a pneumatic drill.


4. This candle _____________ _____________ the scent of roses.


5. I _____________ my ear _____________ the wall to try to hear what Sally was saying about me.


6. Mike is _____________ the words _____________ in the dictionary.


7. The police officers _____________ _____________ the robbers, but they didn’t catch them.


8. I completely forgot about my date with Carlos. He wasn’t happy when he _____________ _____________ me, and I wasn’t home.


9. My boyfriend said something about having more freedom. What do you think he’s _____________ _____________?


10. My doctor cannot figure out what is wrong with me. She said that my situation _____________ _____________ a specialist.


11. After she won the silver medal, she _____________ _____________ the gold.


12. I returned to my hometown for the first time in forty years and _____________ _____________ my first girlfriend.


13. The guy in the seafood store _____________ the fish _____________ with old newspapers.


14. The FBI is _____________ _____________ major drug dealers.


15. These last six months have been difficult for Ernesto, but now things are starting to _____________ _____________.


16. The company started in California, but now it’s _____________ _____________ customers all over the country.


17. You _____________ me _____________ a lot of trouble to help you move your piano, and you didn’t even say thank you.


18. My wife said she was going to replace our sofa, but instead she _________ _________ and bought all new furniture for our entire house, and now I have a $9,000 bill.


    4-2. On a separate piece of paper, write sentences using the objects in parentheses. Be sure to put the objects in the right place.


1. I was looking up in the dictionary. (a word, it)




2. I was in Boston looking up. (some old army buddies, them)




3. Dad’s upstairs wrapping up. (Mom’s birthday present, it)




4. The committee is wrapping up. (their discussion, it)




    4-3. On a separate piece of paper, write answers to the questions using phrasal verbs and participle adjectives from this unit. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person.


1. The officers think ground troops aren’t enough to take the enemy position. They think an air strike is needed. What do the officers think about an air strike?


2. The manager of my department said that business was slow and to expect some changes soon. I wonder what she means. What do I wonder?


3. The situation is getting better. What is the situation doing?


4. The little boy ran away, and his father chased him and tried to catch him. What did the father do?


5. Sofia is going to try to break the record in the high jump. What is Sofia going to try to do?


6. Tom went to a lot of trouble to get his guest bedroom ready for me when I visited him. What did I do to Tom?


7. I was going to have a glass of champagne on New Year’s Eve, but instead I drank a whole bottle. What did I do on New Year’s Eve?


8. When bleach and ammonia are mixed together, they produce a toxic gas. What do bleach and ammonia do when they are mixed together?


9. The people in the meeting are concluding the meeting. What are they doing?


10. When Rosa was in New Orleans, she looked for and visited a childhood friend. What did Rosa do to her friend?


11. Jim asked you a really difficult question. What did Jim do to you?


12. Megan is trying to find Erik’s telephone number in a telephone book. What is Megan doing?


4-4. REVIEW On a separate piece of paper, complete the sentences with these phrasal verbs from previous units. Be sure the phrasal verbs are in the correct tense and person. To check their meanings, review the unit number given after each one.






















	build up, 2

	fall for, 2

	give in, 1

	pull through, 2






	cheer up, 1

	figure out, 1

	pass away, 1

	show up, 1












1. My father said, “I _____________ _____________ your mother on our first date, and we got married three months later.”


2. Noura was married for 32 years, but her husband _____________ _____________ about seven years ago.


3. My ex-husband _____________ _____________ at my door asking for money.


4. These instructions don’t make any sense at all. I can’t _____________ them _____________.


5. After Aunt Mary’s stroke, her chances didn’t look good, but she _____________ _____________.


6. My daughter begged me to let her get her ears pierced, and I finally _____________ _____________.


7. After Manuela became sales manager, she _____________ annual sales _____________ from $4 million to $23 million in less than five years.


8. I’m tired of listening to you complain. If you don’t _____________ _____________, I’m going to go home.










Unit 5



Stress in Two-Word Phrasal Verbs, Part 1


When a word (or syllable in a word with more than one syllable) is stressed, it means that native speakers say that word or syllable a little more strongly and with a slightly higher pitch (the level of their voice). Learning the stress patterns that native speakers use when they say phrasal verbs will you help to use them more effectively and will also help you to be more easily understood by native speakers.


In general, how a phrasal verb is stressed (shown here with capital letters) depends on whether it is separable or inseparable and whether it is transitive (it requires an object) or intransitive (it cannot have an object). Some phrasal verbs can be both transitive and intransitive.


Stress on the particle


Separable (and always transitive) phrasal verbs


In separable phrasal verbs (which are always transitive) the particle is stressed regardless of the position of the object:


Larry took OFF his shoes.


Larry took his shoes OFF.


Larry took them OFF.


My secretary set UP a meeting.


My secretary set a meeting UP.


My secretary set it UP.


British soldiers tried to burn DOWN the White House.


British soldiers tried to burn the White House DOWN.


British soldiers tried to burn it DOWN.


Intransitive phrasal verbs


In intransitive phrasal verbs, the particle is also stressed:


David’s car broke DOWN.


My house is burning DOWN. (Burn down is transitive and intransitive.)


I dozed OFF in the meeting.


They finally gave IN to our demands. (Some intransitive phrasal verbs can be made transitive with the addition of a preposition.)


His grandmother has passed aWAY. (When the particle has two syllables, only one is stressed.)


Stress on the verb


Inseparable transitive phrasal verbs


In inseparable transitive phrasal verbs, the verb is stressed:


The doctor LOOKED at my knee.


I can’t believe you FELL for his lies.


The mayor CALLED for an investigation.


I don’t understand you. What are you GETting at?






















	Infinitive: break down






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	break down & breaks down

	breaking down

	broke down

	broken down












1. break down p.v. When something mechanical breaks down, it does not function.


I was late for work because my car broke down.


This photocopier is a piece of junk—it breaks down every day.


broken-down part.adj. When something is old, in bad condition, or not functioning properly, it is broken-down.


My car is a broken-down piece of junk.


breakdown n. A breakdown is a situation in which something mechanical has broken down.


After that last breakdown, I decided it was time for a new car.


2. break down p.v. When an arrangement, agreement, negotiation, plan, or marriage breaks down, one or more persons involved is not cooperating or participating because of a disagreement or problem.


After he started drinking heavily, their marriage started to break down.


The peace negotiations broke down because neither side was willing to compromise.


breakdown n. A situation in which an arrangement, agreement, negotiation, plan, or marriage has broken down is a breakdown.


Neither side would give an inch, and there was a breakdown in the negotiations.


3. break down p.v. When you break down, you lose self-control and become emotionally or mentally confused.


When the judge sentenced Jones to life in prison, he broke down and begged for mercy.


Tom breaks down whenever he thinks of the tragedy.


breakdown n. A situation in which someone has broken down and is very upset or confused is a breakdown.


Marty had a complete mental breakdown and started to see invisible people.


4. break down p.v. When something decomposes or reduces to its smallest parts or is reduced by someone to its smallest parts, it breaks down.


After the poison breaks down, it’s quite harmless.


Anticoagulant drugs are used to break down blood clots.


5. break . . . down p.v. When you reduce a process, situation, problem, plan, or idea to its basic parts to make it easier to understand, you break it down.


The professor’s plan seemed really complicated, but after he broke it down for us, we understood it a little better.


If you break the manufacturing process down into steps, it’s easier to train new workers.


6. break . . . down p.v. When you use force to go through a door that is locked, you break it down.


The police broke the door down and arrested the bank robbers.


A door had to be broken down to rescue the people trapped by the fire.






















	Infinitive: burn down






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	burn down & burns down

	burning down

	burned down

	burned down












1. burn . . . down p.v. When a building or other structure burns down or someone burns it down, it is completely destroyed by fire.


Though most of Chicago burned down in 1871, a few buildings survived.


The owner was arrested for deliberately burning his factory down.






















	Infinitive: find out






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	find out & finds out

	finding out

	found out

	found out












1. find . . . out p.v. [not usually separated; the object can be a noun, a noun clause, or a complete sentence] When you find out information or a fact, you learn or become aware of that information or fact.


If you don’t know when the movie starts, look online to find out.


I met a nice man at the party, but I never found out his name.


I met a nice man at the party, but I never found out what his name was.


I was surprised when I found out that he can speak 14 languages.


I was surprised when I found out he can speak 14 languages.


I tried to get the information, but I couldn’t find it out.






















	Infinitive: hand back






	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	hand back & hands back

	handing back

	handed back

	handed back












1. hand . . . back (to) p.v. When you return something to a person by holding it in your hand and extending your arm, you hand it back or hand it back to that person.


The teacher will hand the tests back in third period.


The guard handed my ID card back to me.






















	
Infinitive: look at







	PRESENT TENSE

	-ING FORM

	PAST TENSE

	PAST PARTICIPLE






	look at & looks at

	looking at

	looked at

	looked at
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