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Introduction

In the early part of the twentieth century, while automobiles, trucks, and tractors were making their appearance, there were millions of horses and mules in the U.S. Most farming was done with horse/mule-power, and most goods was transported on horse-drawn vehicles. Considering the centuries involved in the development of all of those horse-powered contrivances, it is not surprising that a large vocabulary relating to horses and horsepowered equipment evolved. In particular, the names of the many parts of harness and wagons became a common part of conversation. The same thing also occurred for the parts of plows. In that case, though, it was not that there were so many parts of a given plow but rather that, over time, so many different styles of plows were developed that an extensive descriptive vocabulary was required. More complex implements such as binders and combines had many more parts than wagons, harness, or plows, but their individual names never became a common part of ordinary conversation. Along with the demise of horse-powered farming and transportation, when the recovery from the Great Depression of the 1930s began, other changes involving food and housing and home medical remedies also occurred in the United States. These changes in turn led to more changes in lifestyle and more unused or seldom used words.

As more roads were constructed, automobiles became more common, and as a result, by the 1920s there had been literally hundreds of automobile trade names introduced. Following that, there was a tremendous consolidation of the automobile industry and most of the names and the companies associated with them had disappeared by the 1940s. A handful of those vanished automobile names are included in the glossary, with the choice of entries being based on the childhood remembrances of various people and not on car sales or mechanical innovation. For example, the Metz is included only because my father once owned one and I spent weeks when a teenager trying to convert the remains of its engine into a lathe.

Many of the words listed can be found in a dictionary, but with meanings that may not be the same as those given here since these meanings are based on the usage of nearly a century ago. Some entries may appear to refer to more recent developments, but are in fact old terms still in use, although sometimes with a different meaning. While the initial intent was only to consider rural and small town words and terms no longer in common usage, for completeness, many terms that were mostly used in larger urban areas have also been included. As the list of words being considered for inclusion grew, it became apparent that many of those words were actually still in use, but were not particularly common. Further, in many cases their meanings were quite obscure. Since these words are still likely to be encountered while studying early twentieth century Americana and since it is often quite difficult to find their meaning, they have been included separately as an appendix. Note that if a word within the text of the glossary is printed in bold face type, then that word and its meaning will be found as a separate entry in the glossary. If it is printed in CAPITALS, an entry will be found in the appendix.

Most of the included terms are from sources contemporary with the first part of the twentieth century. However, there are also some words included that disappeared from common usage between the time of the Civil War and the beginning of the twentieth century, but which may still be encountered in old literature. The bibliography lists the books consulted when checking memories, verifying meanings, or searching for additional information or words.


The Words

A

AAA    Acronym for the Agricultural Adjustment Administration.

A-battery    See B-battery discussion.

Abdominal binders    See Belly button bands.

Acetylene generator    An apparatus, usually quite compact and only a few inches high, that consisted of separate compartments for water and calcium carbide and a means of allowing the water to slowly drip into the Carbide and produce acetylene. Such generators were a basic part of early bicycle lamps, miners’ lamps, and other small portable acetylene lamps.

Acid phosphate    A constituent of Phosphate soft drinks. It was the source of phosphoric acid in the drink. There were a number of recipes for acid phosphate but they all contained phosphoric acid and various phosphates such as potassium phosphate and magnesium phosphate.

Acme harrow    A HARROW that used small wavy runners instead of teeth and was supposed to break up dirt clods more efficiently than other harrows.
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Aermotor Company    First manufacturer of the “new” style of windmill, the Aermotor, in 1888. The design used was essentially that still in use at the beginning of the twenty-first century.

A-frame harrow    A HARROW with an A-shaped frame. It was pulled with the apex of the A to the front and, for ground with many obstructions, was very convenient to use since an A-shaped frame was much less likely to hang up on stumps or rocks than a rectangular frame.

Agate ware    Basically, the same as Enameled ware except that there would usually be a color and design to make the surface resemble agate.

Aggie    Not a student or graduate of an A&M (Agricultural and Mechanical) school but, rather, an agate marble.

Aladdin Lamp    Trade name for a coal oil lamp that had both a wick and a mantle and produced an exceptionally bright light.

Alemite    A method using pressure to inject grease into bearings. This method replaced the use of Grease cups.

Alligator wrench    The jaws were fixed so that the opening between them was V-shaped. The inside surfaces along the V were serrated so that, in principle, any size nut could be slid along the V until the serrations on each side could grip it. In practice, the wrench really did not work and was generally quickly discarded.
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Animal power    A small treadmill intended for small animals like dogs and goats. Such treadmills were used to power small machines such as butter churns.

Antiphlogistine    A medicated poultice dressing that was popular during the early part of the twentieth century. It contained glycerin, boric acid, salicylic acid, methyl salicylate, oil of peppermint, oil of eucalyptus, and kaolin.

Aqua fortis    Nitric acid.

Artificial gas    Before the development of an economical way of transporting natural gas, artificial gas, consisting primarily of hydrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide, was made near where it was to be used. There were several compositions of the artificial gas, depending on the manufacturing process used, and if there were enough hydrocarbons present to add color to the burning gas, the gas was referred to as illuminating gas. Usually coal was the starting material, but petroleum was sometimes cracked to give Pintsch gas.

Ash hopper    A wooden container for holding wood ashes and allowing water to seep through them and leach out lye.

Auburn    An automobile made by the Auburn Automobile Company of Auburn, Indiana. The company was started by the Eckhart brothers and sold to E. L. Cord in 1924. Production was from 1900 to 1937.

Audion    The trade mark of radio vacuum tubes manufactured by the De Forest Radio Company. Audion was also often used even when referring to early radio vacuum tubes from other manufacturers.
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early 1930s

Aultman, Miller & Co.    An early farm implement manufacturer. They introduced the “Buckeye mower” (patented in 1859), which had two drive wheels and was probably the first successful hay MOWING MACHINE.

Autoharp    A small zither-like musical instrument popular in the early twentieth century.

Axle grease    Axle grease usually meant wagon axle grease. Its composition was variable but generally included tallow and either palm oil or linseed oil.

B

Babbitt or Babbitt metal    A soft metal used as a bearing lining. It was usually a mixture of tin (50 parts), antimony (5 parts), and copper (1 part).

Babbitting    The addition of the layer of Babbitt metal to the inside of a bearing.

Babcock milk tester    Used to determine the amount of butterfat in a cream or milk sample.

Backboard    A high sideboard on the side of a wagon. It was used to keep from over-shooting the wagon box when picking ears of corn and throwing them into the wagon.

Backstrap    Part of harness. A leather strap attached near the top of a Hame and then running along the back of the horse and joining with some of the strapping that held the breeching in place.

Bailer    See Well bucket.

Baking powder can    Baking powder generally came in a thin, sheet iron can with a tight fitting slip-on lid. The empty cans were almost always saved for storage purposes and were particularly valued by children, who used them to store their treasures.

Bale    Usually a cotton or hay bale, which was cotton or hay compacted into a rectangular cross section bundle and held together by wire (baling wire for hay) or steel bands (for cotton). A cotton bale typically weighed about 500 pounds and a hay bale about 66 pounds. Hay is now typically compacted into round bales weighing up to a ton each.

Bale tie    See Baling wire.

Baler    See Hay baler.

Baling wire    The iron wire used to tie around hay bales to keep them from coming apart. In the horse-powered era, the wires were precut to length and came with a loop at one end. The wire was reasonably soft so that it could easily be slipped around the bale and tied. Cast-off wires from the bales became a mainstay for various farm repairs. With the advent of power balers, the wire was somewhat stiffer and supplied in rolls.

Balsam apple    Used colloquially to mean a Horse apple. Note that the dictionary definition of balsam apple is that it is the fruit of a tropical West Indies tree.

Bangboard    See Backboard.

Bark mill    A mill used to coarsely grind Tanbark.

Bark spud    A large chisel-like blade with a handle several feet long that was used to peel sections of tannin-rich bark from growing trees. (See also Tan-bark.)

Barley water    A nourishing drink made by boiling barley in water and adding sugar.

Barrel    For volumes of various size BARRELS, see the appendix entry.

Barrel hoop    Thin iron bands a little over an inch wide that were used to hold a wood barrel together. Such bands generally survived long after the barrel had disintegrated and were often cut into sections and used in various home repairs.
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Barrel planter    An early cotton planter design that used a barrel for the cottonseed container. The barrel had holes drilled around its midsection and was rolled along the ground so that the cottonseed could dribble out.
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Bar-share plow    An early, crude turning plow with a wooden MOLDBOARD and flat metal bar for a Landside.

Basin former    An implement that ran along a Lister furrow and was usually pulled behind the lister. It had a rotating paddle that made little dirt dams every few feet to catch and hold any water runoff from rain or melting snow until it could seep into the ground. This method, a joint development of The Bureau of Agricultural Engineering and the Iowa Agricultural Experiment Station (R. B. Gray, “Tillage Machinery,” pp. 329–346, Yearbook of Agriculture, 1938) was used in dryland farming, where any technique for conserving the available rainfall was of importance.

Battling bench    A wooden bench with a rough surfaced top that wet clothes were beaten against to clean them. The battling bench was sometimes used as an alternative to a Rub board.

Battling stick    The wooden paddle used to beat clothes when washing them on a battling bench.

B-battery    Before electric lines reached rural homes, anyone lucky enough to have a radio had to use a battery-powered one. Before the introduction of radios that operated on a six-volt car battery, a low voltage dry cell battery (A-battery) and a high voltage battery (B-battery) made up of a series of low voltage dry cells were required.

Beam    The beam is attached to the bottom of a Walking turning plow, extends to the front, and is terminated with a Plow clevis, to which an Evener or Doubletree can be attached. The beam may be of either wood or steel, depending on when the plow was manufactured, or in some cases, on the intended kind of soil to be plowed. In the horsedrawn era, if the plow was likely to catch on rocks or stumps and there were enough horses pulling it to bend a steel beam, it was often preferable to have a breakable and more cheaply replaced wooden beam.
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Bear grease    A derisive term sometimes applied to excessive amounts of heavy grease used on someone else’s hair.

Beegum    See Gum.

Beer gallon    282 cubic inches. See also the discussion with the Dry gallon entry.

Beet plow    A plow with a wide SHOVEL POINT that was used to plow up sugar beets.

Beet puller    A plow designed to gently plow up sugar beets. There were two points, close together, that ran on each side of the beets and lifted them to the top of the ground.

Belly button band    Generally made of a strip of flannel about five inches wide and two feet long that was kept wrapped around an infant’s midsection until the umbilical cord came off, and was presumed to prevent an early hernia.

Bellyband    A part of horse harness. (See also Belly button band.)

Belt dressing    A wax-like material put on flat belts to prevent them from slipping.

Berry set    A large dish for holding berries and a group of smaller matching bowls for holding individual berry servings.

Bifurcate harrow    In the late 1700s, a name used for triangular (A-frame) HARROWS.

Binder    An implement to cut grain stalks and tie them in bundles. Row binders were for crops such as corn that were planted in rows. Small-grain binders were for crops such as wheat that were not planted in widely separated rows.

Binder twine    The twine used to tie binder bundles.

Bit    See bridle bit.

Black alkali    Alkaline soil caused by too much carbonate.

Black draught    Black draught was a very strong laxative made from senna leaves and was used either as a powder, or as a liquid infusion of the leaves. The liquid infusion usually had some sort of flavoring added and was available as a syrup.

Black Sampson    Echinacea.

Blacksmith    One who works in iron and repairs iron implements.

Blacksmith coal    Low-sulfur content coal that coked well and was used by blacksmiths. Very much sulfur in the coal would prevent iron from being welded.

Blacksmith tongs    A pliers-like tool with long handles that was used by blacksmiths to hold hot pieces of metal.

Blacksmith vise    A vise with a metal “leg” that extended downward and mounted against a bench leg. Such vises were much better than machinists’ vises for holding large bars to be bent.
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Blackstrap molasses    A term used by some when referring to plain Molasses and by others to describe molasses that had been overcooked and was extra dark. Blackstrap molasses now usually refers to the syrup remaining from the sugar-making operation after most of the sugar has been removed from sugarcane juice.

Blinder    A leather cover on each side of a work-horse bridle to limit a horse’s side vision. A work-horse bridle must differ from a riding bridle because of the peculiarity of horses’ vision. Horses’ eyes are remarkable in that they can see almost directly behind, as well as almost to the front. Further, they are particularly sensitive to movement near the edges of their field of view. This is very helpful to a cutting horse, but for a workhorse, not very desirable. Hence, most workhorse bridles had blinders attached to restrict the field of view and ensure that things to the side did not distract or “spook” the horse.
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Blow torch    A small self-contained hand-held torch that burned some volatile liquid hydrocarbon such as gasoline. The fuel was fed to the burner by pressurizing the fuel tank with air from a small self-contained hand pump. The flame was not hot enough for welding and was mostly used to heat Soldering irons or pipe connections requiring soldering.

Blue norther    The cold north wind associated with a swiftly moving winter cold front. The name presumably came from the peculiar atmospheric color sometimes seen just ahead of the front.

Bluing    Bluing was a blue dye that was put in the rinse water in very dilute quantities before the days of bleach to counteract the yellowing of cotton goods generally observed after washing. A blue light of the proper intensity combines with yellow light to give a near white. (Note that this effect involves the mixing of light, not pigments.) The yellowing was mainly caused by the soaps that were available before the age of detergents when very harsh soaps were the standard.

Bobbed wire    Colloquial for barbed wire.

Boll    Cottonseed pod.

Bolster    Part of a wagon. It was a heavy wood beam just slightly shorter than the axle and was placed between the axle and the wagon box. There were two bolsters on a wagon. For more information, see the BOLSTER entry in the appendix. For a sketch showing the relative position of some parts of the wagon, see the Hawn entry.

Bolster plates    Two WROUGHT IRON wear plates, one attached to the front bolster, and one directly below it to the Sand board.

Bolster stake    A stake extending up from each end of a wagon bolster. The wagon box fitted between the two stakes.

Bonanza farm    From Webster’s Imperial Dictionary, 1917: “A great modern farm, usually in the western sections of the United States or Canada, whose yields and profits are enormous.”

Boomer    Colloquial for a load binder, a tool used to tighten chains holding down loads.

Bootjack    A metal V-shaped catch, attached either to the floor or to a wide board that could be stood on, and used to hook around a boot and hold it so one’s foot could more easily be pulled out from the boot.

Boracic acid    Boric acid.

Bordeaux mixture    A fungicide for plant diseases that was made from cupric sulfate, calcium oxide, and water.

Boring machine    A drill press intended for boring into wood. Two cranks, one for each hand, usually powered such machines. Unlike the metal drilling post drill, which was usually in a fixed location, the boring machine was a self-contained machine that could easily be moved from timber to timber.

Bottom    See Creek bottom or Plow bottom.

Bottomland    See Creek bottom.

Box    A term sometimes used instead of Hub boxing.

Box supper    Similar to a Pie supper except that the box held two complete meals instead of a pie.

Bran tea    Made by boiling bran in water and then straining. Some recipes added honey and gum arabic. Said to be a useful remedy for hoarseness and sore throat.

Bread knife    A knife with a serrated blade that was used to slice bread.

Breadboard    A board ranging in size from about 15×20 inches to about 20×30 inches. It was usually stored like a drawer in the kitchen cabinet and was used as a small table on which to knead bread and roll out pie dough.

Breaker    A large, heavy plow for the initial breaking of prairie.

Breast drill    Like a hand drill except heavier and with a plate at the top that could be pressed against to increase pressure on the bit.

Breech strap    See Breeching.

Breeching    A heavy, laminated leather harness strap fitting around the horse’s rump. It was fastened to other parts of the harness to keep the harness from slipping forward over the horse’s head when the hames were connected to a neck yoke and the horse used to brake an implement.

Bridle    The headgear with which a horse is guided. It includes a Bit, which goes in the horse’s mouth, and various straps that go around the horse’s head and hold the bit in place. Horses become quite adroit at spitting out bridle bits so a well-designed bridle is a necessity. Unlike the rest of the harness, which was quite late in development, bridles looking remarkably like those still used on horses first appeared in ninth century BC Mesopotamia relief carvings.

OEBPS/images/10-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/3-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/6-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/7-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/1-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/10-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/6-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/2-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
1,001 Fun and Fabulous
Forgotten Words and Phrases

HOLLEY
SNArFLE

TIX Liz2Y
BUSH HEAD
HOOP SNEKE

W.R. Runyan






OEBPS/images/title.jpg
WHIFFLETREES

and

OOBERS

1,001 Fun and Fabulous Forgotten Words and Phrases

W. R. RUNYAN






OEBPS/images/half.jpg





