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Quix Fast * Fun * Reads

The Adventures of Allie and Amy

Costume Parade

By Stephanie Calmenson and Joanna Cole

Illustrated by James Burks






Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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To Sloane Langer






Cast of Characters

Amy Cooper: Allie Anderson’s best friend

Allie Anderson: Amy Cooper’s best friend

Marvin Lopez: Dave Wang’s buddy

Dave Wang: Marvin Lopez’s buddy

Gracie Barnes: Bouncy, bubbly joke-telling neighbor and friend of Allie and Amy

Madame Lulu: Fortune-teller who is really Mrs. Suzie Tompkins, a neighbor in Allie’s building

Louie: Lost lizard

Mr. Michael Angelo: Owner of Michael Angelo’s Art Store






1 Ring, Ring, Boo!
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Ring! Ring! On Saturday morning the telephone rang at Amy’s house.

“I’ll get it!” called Amy.

She was sure it was Allie. Allie Anderson and Amy Cooper were best friends. When they weren’t together, they were talking on the phone.

“Hello,” said Amy into the phone.

“Boo!” said a voice at the other end.

“Boo to you, Allie,” said Amy.

“Allie whooo?” said the voice. “There’s no Allie here. This is the ghost next door.”

“Ooh, I’m scared,” said Amy. “I’m shaking in my shoes.”

“Well, I could have been a ghost,” said the voice, which definitely was Allie’s. “It’s almost Halloween.”

“Eek! We haven’t thought about our costumes yet!” said Amy.

“Don’t worry, we will,” said Allie. “Meet me downstairs!”

“I’m on my way,” said Amy.

Allie and Amy each lived on the sixth floor. Their buildings were right next door to each other.

Amy got into her elevator and pushed the first-floor button. Allie did the same thing in her elevator. Both elevators went down: Six, five, four, three, two, one!


[image: Image]


The girls burst out of their buildings at the exact same time.

“We need costumes that are special—ones that no one else would think of,” said Amy.

“We need a genius plan,” said Allie.

“We should make costumes that go together,” said Amy. “I know! We can be ketchup and mustard.”

“Ugh. I hate mustard,” said Allie. “How about a pencil and an eraser?”

“Erase that idea,” said Amy. “We can do better.”

“You’re right,” said Allie.

The girls had some thinking to do. While they were thinking—whoosh!—a skateboard whizzed by. On top of the skateboard was a boy named
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Marvin could be fun sometimes. Other times, he could be very annoying.

Whoosh! A second skateboard whizzed by. It was carrying
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Marvin and Dave were best buddies. Annoying times two!

The skateboards circled around and stopped in front of Allie and Amy.

“What are you two doing?” asked Marvin.

“We’re thinking,” said Amy.

“Is that why there’s steam coming out of your ears?” said Dave.

“Don’t even answer that,” Allie said to Amy.
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