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Chapter 1

Heat Wave

Nebulon’s two suns shone down brightly. Summer had come to the planet, and the temperature was close to 110 degrees.

And today was the coolest day in more than a week.

Zack Nelson walked down the main street of Creston City with his friend Drake Taylor. Figuring out how to stay cool was getting harder and harder.

[image: Images]

“We could go back to the indoor snow-slide and ride the slippo-discs down the mondo-hill again,” Drake suggested.

“Nah, we did that yesterday,” Zack pointed out. “What about going swimming in the Nebu-Dome?”

The Nebu-Dome was a recreation center. It had a running track, ball courts, and a big pool.

“I do not think so,” replied Drake.

“Well, we have to do something,” said Zack. “I can’t take much more of this heat. Even the stripe-o-dils are wilting!”
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Zack pointed to a patch of flowers. Each flower was shaped like a rose, but was covered in black and white stripes like a zebra. The stripe-o-dils usually loved the heat, but now they were bent over, leaning toward the ground. They looked as if they were searching for a cool drink of water.
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Then Zack spied something up ahead that made his eyes open wide.

“Look!” he said, pointing to a sign in front of the Creston Vivi-Theater. “There’s a new vivi-vid playing. We’re saved!”
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Vivi-vids were special movies made on Nebulon. Zack had seen 3-D movies back on Earth, but vivi-vids took the 3-D experience to a whole new level. They made those watching them feel like they were part of the movie.

“White-Water Wonders!” said Zack, reading the sign. The image showed two Nebulites in a thin metal raft zooming through a raging river.

“Perfect!” cried Zack. “Putting ourselves into a white-water adventure on a river should cool us right off!”
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Zack hurried toward the theater entrance. A few seconds later he realized that Drake was trailing behind him. Zack waited for Drake to catch up.

“What’s wrong, Drake?” he asked. “Don’t you think this is a good idea?”

“Well . . .” Drake paused. “Maybe.”

“Of course it is!” said Zack. “Come on!”

“Okay, I guess,” said Drake.

I wonder what’s up with Drake, Zack thought. Then the two friends walked into the vivi-theater.
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Chapter 2

WHITE-WATER WONDERS!

Zack and Drake stopped at the snack stand. They each bought a bag of roasted nebu-nuts, their favorite snack. Then Zack led them to two seats near the front of the theater.

“Do we have to sit so close to the screen?” asked Drake.
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“The closer we sit, the more it’ll feel like we’re actually in the raft going down the river,” Zack explained.
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