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“THE GREATEST CULTURAL EXTRAVAGANZA THAT ONE COULD IMAGINE.”

DAVID BOWIE





This guide is for those who want to unlock the hidden doors of Berlin, feel its heartbeat, discover every last nook and cranny to uncover its soul. It’s the result of three years of exploring: on foot, by bike, by metro, in the city’s museums, clubs, bars, restaurants and kebab shops.

The COVID-19 pandemic obviously didn’t make this task any easier. But Germany, unlike other neighbouring countries, was kind enough never to prohibit its inhabitants from leaving their homes. So when the restaurants were closed, we headed out by bike to check out the lesser-known corners of the countryside or on foot to discover neighbourhoods off the beaten track …

These explorations were an absolute delight, involving unexpected discoveries and encounters – in keeping with Berlin’s extraordinary eclecticism. My top picks emerged over the course of these three years. A subjective selection, in other words, but one based on lived experiences. Of which there were definitely quite a few …

Visitors sometimes confide in me that they don’t understand what’s so appealing about Berlin: a harsh climate, locals who aren’t always exactly welcoming, architecture that’s sometimes off-putting … I usually tell them that it’s because they don’t live there. Indeed, if you don’t know where to go when you first arrive in Berlin and simply head out on foot in search of adventure, even in the central districts, you’ll quickly find yourself in a depressing no-man’s-land.

This guide is for people like these, so that they’ll know where to go and where not to go in order to make the most of their few days in this fabulous city. They’ll discover, for example, that Berlin has beautiful beaches (yes!) and gorgeous, little-known nature spots.

But this guide is also and above all for those who live in Berlin: to help them discover or rediscover this city, so unique in the world.

Thank you, Berlin!

Thomas Jonglez
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After spending a few months in the German capital in 1994 and being blown away by ‘alternative’ Berlin after the fall of the Wall, Thomas Jonglez took a few detours: seven months of backpacking in Latin America, seven months of driving from Beijing to Paris without ever taking a plane, six months with his family between Venice and Rio de Janeiro and across Siberia and the Pacific, three years in Brussels, three years in Paris, seven years in Venice and seven years in Rio de Janeiro …

Returning to the loves of his youth, Thomas moved back to Berlin in 2019. What he found is a city that’s obviously less alternative than it was in the 1990s but still has a particular charm and energy, to which he has paid tribute by publishing, among many other books, the Secret Berlin guide.
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WHAT YOU WON’T FIND
IN THIS GUIDE


	- a map of the Berlin underground

	- the most boring starred restaurants

	- how to buy your ticket for the opera

	- practical information on getting to the top of the Fernsehturm




WHAT YOU WILL FIND
IN THIS GUIDE


	- the world’s smallest nightclub

	- Berlin’s best beaches

	- the most beautiful bike ride

	- a fabulous spa that’ll make you feel like you’re in Bali

	- an ice cream shop that makes its own cones right in front of you

	- where to go kayaking, just like in Venice

	- the best places to have lunch by the water

	- how to spend a night in a mattress workshop








SYMBOLS USED IN
“SOUL OF BERLIN”
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_________

Opening times often vary, so we recommend checking them directly on the website of the place you plan to visit.
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