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FOREWORD

by Robert J. Groden

That Day in Dallas: Lee Harvey Oswald Did Not Kill JFK. November 22,1963, was that day that changed the world.

As former staff photographic consultant to the HSCA, I first met Robert Tanenbaum in early 1977 at his office in Washington, DC. He had just been hired by the House Select Committee on Assassinations after many successful years as a prosecutor for the New York County District Attorney’s office in Manhattan. We became friends and have remained so for nearly six decades.

I was initially impressed with his openness in discussing his realization that the Warren Commission Report had been little more than a cover-up. Bob wanted to find the truth—whatever that turned out to be. We worked together on issues concerning the medical evidence in the case and the problems connecting the visual evidence with the written record.

Bob was uniquely qualified for his job due to his history as a successful assistant DA and his record of winning cases. He was able to evaluate the evidence against Lee Harvey Oswald through the lens of a prosecutor. He was committed to truth and invested countless hours trying to get justice in this case.

That Day in Dallas covers Bob’s involvement with the investigation from the inside of the issues. He explains to a new generation the workings and failings of the HSCA. Those with a thirst for knowledge about the Kennedy case can learn from his story, which is unique.

Those of us who were fortunate to have worked with him will never forget the experience. Had Bob remained in his position with the HSCA, the final report would have been much stronger than it was.

Thank you, Bob, for your bravery. And your devotion to the truth.

—Robert J. Groden


Introduction

The government sought closure; the people demanded the truth. Portents of a winter of despair were about to dawn.

When the government engages in an official inquiry into a matter of extreme public concern, the government is obligated, in good faith, to search for truth without fear or favor and report its findings to the people. Pursuant to this self-evident truth, the Warren Commission (WC) failed in its attempt to engage in a thorough, comprehensive, and professional investigation into all aspects of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy.

One of the central reasons for its abject shortcomings was that the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), its primary responsible investigative agency, had prior to the WC investigation already concluded that Lee Harvey Oswald (LHO) was the lone gunman and had acted without foreign intervention. The resulting WC alleged investigation was a sham and a charade that short-circuited a legitimate probe.

Credible witnesses with vital evidence that contradicted the preconceived FBI conclusion were ignored. It gives credence to the public perception that the WC report was less than sincere in fulfilling its mission.

Moreover, because of the overwhelming impact that the assassination had on our country, coupled with the WC faux investigation, overall government credibility suffered a stunning blow.

Part of the impetus of finally writing this book is to:

1. Expose what happened.

2. Explore understanding of how and why it happened.

A compelling exploration of an emotional and intensely passionate journey, with That Day in Dallas: Lee Harvey Oswald Did Not Kill JFK, I have set out to present clear and convincing powerful pieces of corroborative trustworthy evidence that will overwhelmingly demonstrate the truth of exactly what occurred in Dealey Plaza during the assassination of JFK and the injuries to Governor John Connally.

The Kennedy assassination was a colossal outrage. It fractured our fundamental belief in the orderly process of our political institutions. Camelot was shattered and with it, all its politically inspired romantic imagery vanished. Its portrayal of the neo-idealism of truthful and just government analyses and pronouncements, constitutional equality, merit-based advancement, and transparency of process all disappeared.

The gut-wrenching events of November 22, 1963, in Dallas’s Dealey Plaza paralyzed the nation. It was a political and personal catastrophe. We lost our president.

Deeper, a fabric was rent that is yet to be mended and may never be. Shortly after the assassination, within weeks, FBI
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Photo 14-6. Frame Z 312. (Zapruder Film © The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza)
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Photo 14-7. Frame Z 313. Zapruder Film © The Sixth Floor Museum at Dealey Plaza

Director J. Edgar Hoover proclaimed that the alleged assassin, Lee Harvey Oswald, acted alone without foreign intervention. Case closed!

The government sought closure; the people demanded the truth. Portents of a winter of despair were about to dawn.

Over the years, the Kennedy assassination has receded into mythology and has become—like the tales of the Old West and the lives of secular saints such as Washington and Lincoln—fair game for the fabulist, the moralist, and the entertainer. Libraries have been filled with books offering vying theories: some have been in support of the WC, and some are indignantly opposed. All of them postulate with passionate certainty the righteousness of their cause. To be sure, some treatises rise to the level of admirable scholarship. The most outstanding and valuable of those are narrations by the authors who played a significant role in these historical events.

Renowned experts with acclaimed expertise in treating trauma victims attended to President Kennedy in the emergency room inside Parkland Memorial Hospital, just moments after the fatal bullets blasted through the president’s head, causing his death. The Parkland trauma staff recount in vivid detail those tempestuous, spellbinding, percipient firsthand observations, analyses, and medical procedures undertaken to try to save Kennedy’s life. They documented these events with a medical precision that memorialized an evidentiary foundation, revealing tracts of bullets’ entries and exits passing into and out of Kennedy’s body and the condition of Kennedy’s head wounds.

The Parkland attendees inside trauma room 1 were important witnesses in the truth-finding process. Yet, some who offered emergency care to the president and whose observations were corroborated and memorialized in writings and diagrams were never called to give testimony to the WC.

Most notably, based upon expert findings, were conclusions that the fatal shot, seen at Zapruder frames 312 (Z312) and 313 (Z313),1 which killed Kennedy, entered the president’s head and body from the geographical right front (the stockade fence area) and not from the rear (the Texas School Book Depository building).

Expert testimony would have put into question the WC findings by contradicting its central theme that Oswald, the lone gunman, fired three shots at the president only from the rear as the motorcade passed the depository building.

This extraordinary WC omission and failure to chronicle the events of the assassination accurately appears in other relevant areas as well. In this way, the WC created a fog of deception that has substantially called into question its authenticity and credibility.

If the WC was engaged in a virtuous search for truth, then there is no rational reason to omit the Parkland experts. However, if the WC was a façade devoid of investigative legitimacy, designed to tailor its faux investigation to a predetermined conclusion, then those involved in meeting that goal readily accept the reality of its deception.

In early 1977, I served as deputy chief counsel to the Congressional Committee investigation into the assassination of President Kennedy. During the course of my probe, I came into possession of a memo dated November 23, 1963, from FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover to all Bureau supervisory personnel. It stated, inter alia, in substance, that the FBI agents who had questioned Lee Harvey Oswald for approximately seventeen hours immediately after Oswald’s arrest had listened to a taped conversation between an individual who identified himself as “Lee Henry Oswald”—a fake LHO and an individual in the Cuban Embassy. The conversation originated inside the Russian Embassy in Mexico City by this faux Oswald, who telephoned the Cuban Embassy. The call was made on or about October 1, 1963, just about seven weeks before the assassination. The Hoover memo noted that the agents who questioned the real Lee Harvey Oswald concluded categorically that the voice on the tape was not that of Lee Harvey Oswald. Based upon the evidence adduced during the investigation, I had reason to believe that David Phillips, the third-ranking member of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) in charge of Western Hemispheric operations, employed a nom de guerre, Maurice Bishop. Bishop had a significant involvement with anti-Castro Cubans and Lee Harvey Oswald.

I had Phillips subpoenaed to appear before the House Select Committee on Assassinations (HSCA) in executive session. I asked him under oath where we could locate the tape of the alleged Oswald conversation of October 1, 1963, while inside the Russian Embassy in Mexico City. Phillips stated that it was CIA policy at the time to recycle the tapes every six or seven days and it was no longer in existence after the first week in October 1963.

I then handed him the Hoover memo, which, according to the FBI director, clearly revealed that the tape was evidently available in Dallas on November 22 and 23, 1963. Phillips read the memo, then folded it, placed it in his jacket pocket, arose, and walked out of the hearing. Interestingly, Phillips had already been questioned by chief counsel Richard A. Sprague in late December 1976 and rendered the same answers re: the alleged present unavailability of the October 1, 1963 tape—it had been recycled! So stated the CIA! At that time, Sprague did not have the J. Edgar Hoover November 23, 1963 memo.

I immediately urged the Committee to recall Phillips and advise him to obtain legal counsel so that he could be given an opportunity to purge potential criminal charges of contempt and perjury. Also, there were many more questions that he needed to answer. I further advised the Committee of the urgency of the matter and gave them legal options. They chose to do nothing. Thereafter, our staff phones were denied long-distance telephone access, franking privileges (free mail service) were withdrawn, and staffers’ pay was withheld.

Prior to my assignment with the Congressional Committee, I served as an assistant district attorney (ADA) in the New York County (Manhattan) District Attorney’s Office (DAO) under legendary DA Frank S. Hogan. While there, I successfully prosecuted scores of felony and related murder cases to verdict. I was bureau chief of the criminal courts, ran the homicide bureau, and was in charge of the training program for the legal staff.

From experiences as a prosecutor, I knew well that there is no political way to investigate a case. There is no liberal or conservative way to gather evidence, and there is no Democrat or Republican way to evaluate it. Unfortunately, the Congressional Committee played politics with our investigation and subverted it. The members breached the trust reposed in them by the American people. They assured me that whatever the facts revealed would be forthrightly presented to the public. Regrettably, that was false.

Equally distressing, contrary to the credible facts, the WC made conclusive findings that on October 1, 1963, Lee Harvey Oswald made that telephone call “in Mexico City” from inside the Russian Embassy to the Cuban Embassy. It, too, breached its duty to engage in an unconditional effort to report historical truth. For many reasons, the WC investigation was fatally flawed.

The Parkland doctors, as well as other compelling evidence, present the case for shots fired from the front right of JFK, near the stockade fence, striking him above his right ear and blowing out the back of his head, all occurring while LHO was inside the Book Depository at the so-called sixth-floor sniper’s nest, according to the WC investigation.

Lest we fail to understand the state of mind of the WC commissioners and investigators, I offer this classic, documented exchange between WC influential commissioner and former CIA Chief Allen Dulles and Chief Justice Earl Warren, of the US Supreme Court:

On or about the third week of January 1964, Waggoner Carr, the attorney general of Texas, Dallas DA Henry Wade, and Leon Jaworski, the chief counsel to Waggoner Carr, met on the record with Chief Justice Warren in executive session. They informed him that from an “unimpeachable source” (their description) Lee Harvey Oswald was a contract employee of both the CIA and the FBI. The chief justice responded with assurance that the information would be followed up with a fair inquiry.

“Not so fast,” interjected Allen Dulles. The chief justice asked Dulles to explain. Dulles then stated in substance, “Well, if you ask J. Edgar Hoover if Oswald ever worked for the FBI, he will simply say no. After all, you know that he is already upset with us because he had early on concluded that Oswald was the lone gunman.”

The chief justice inquired, “You mean that if I were to call an agent here as a witness under oath, he would lie?”

“If he were a good agent, yes,” said Dulles.

“Then who will he tell the truth to?” asked the chief justice.

“Maybe the president,” replied Dulles.

Sadly, the WC treated the matter just as it did with the Parkland doctors: it did nothing!

All told, the American people expected a straightforward, fact-finding foray leading to historical truth. Instead, it was given a Lewis Carroll Through the Looking-Glass fantasy form of due process: first the sentence, then the trial. And if the accused is thereafter found not guilty, “’All the better!’ says the Queen.”



1 In Dealey Plaza, Dallas, Abraham Zapruder was standing on the north side of Elm Street filming the presidential motorcade in which JFK sat upright in the limo. Zapruder’s film provides 18.3 frames per second.


PART ONE

CIRCLE OF TRUST

Facts are stubborn things, and whatever may be our wishes, our inclinations, or the dictates of our passion, they cannot alter the state of facts and evidence.

—John Adams, argument in Defense of the British Soldiers in the Boston Massacre Trials, December 1770


CHAPTER 1

I Know This Much Is True

Lee Harvey Oswald did not kill JFK.

Stick with me here. You’ve heard it said before and you may land anywhere from considering it the most understated “given” in American history or a fringe manifesto motto from voices who easily veer conspiratorialist.
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