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More praise for

WAR ANIMALS…

“I can’t think of another author who has done more to honor the animals of war than Robin Hutton. In War Animals, she brings to life the forgotten stories of countless brave military heroes— heroes with wings, hooves, and paws, whose bravery and sacrifice should never be forgotten. Hutton brings her sharp eye, careful research, and lively writing style to honor our animal friends who fought alongside their human partners. This book will delight both animal lovers and military buffs!”

—Elizabeth Letts, bestselling author of The Eighty-Dollar Champion and The Perfect Horse

“Robin Hutton has performed above and beyond the call of duty in gathering these incredible stories of service animals during wartime into one handy volume. These dogs, horses and birds (plus one amazing cat!) show over and over that bravery, dedication, and loyalty aren’t just human traits. Every page brings another marvel.”

—Robert Weintraub, author of No Better Friend: One Man, One Dog, and Their Extraordinary Story of Courage and Survival in WWII

“With a sense of humor and attention to historical detail and context, author Robin Hutton brings stories of animal warriors to the pages of War Animals. Readers who think they know their World War II history will discover new facts. Animal fanciers will delight in the tales of smart brave dogs and other critters pressed into military service—and maybe shed a tear or two. And we have increased respect for the handlers who worked with these talented animals on the home front, in the Pacific, and in Europe. A great read!”

—Lin Ezell, Director, National Museum of the Marine Corps

“Robin Hutton’s telling of the story of animals used in war brings to light a history unknown to many. Hutton’s work tracks the use of dogs, pigeons and horses starting with WWII, and tells the compelling, heartwarming, and sometimes tragic stories of the animal heroes that have served in the military.”

—Toni Kiser, co-author of Loyal Forces: The American Animals of World War II and Assistant Director for Collections Management at the World War II Museum in New Orleans

“A heartwarming experience. Hutton gives readers faith that our humanity comes not only from our own element, but also from the creatures who give unconditionally, and in times of war—the beloved animals we put our unconditional faith in.”

—Scott Huesing, U.S. Marine Corps major (retired) and author of Echo in Ramadi: The Firsthand Story of U.S. Marines in Iraq’s Deadliest City
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To those who had no voice or choice—thank you for your service, your sacrifice, and your steadfast devotion


“All of them, whatever the nature of their duty or their service, shared the heat and burden of the long days of peril and defeat, of danger and victory. All of them made their contribution to our escape from great evils. We should remember them.”

—DOROTHEA ST. HILL BOURNE, Allied Forces Mascot Club



Preface


In war brief, crucial instants—defining moments—occur when someone in defiance of obvious danger steps up to do what is necessary because it’s the right thing to do, regardless of personal peril. In the throes of such a moment the response is impulsive, the action without hesitation.

In that moment, a hero is born.

Only later, after the crisis has passed and there is breathing space, can we reflect on how that pivotal moment perhaps altered the course of history.

EXCLUSIVE COMPANY

To me our greatest heroes are the military men and women who have served and continue to serve in the defense of our country.

In John 15:13 the King James Bible appears to anticipate by two thousand years the spirit of the Congressional Medal of Honor, America’s highest military award: “Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”

The Medal of Honor celebrates acts of gallantry and valor “above and beyond the call of duty” against an enemy of the United States. Created in 1862 during the Civil War, the honor has been awarded to nearly thirty-five-hundred American heroes, including some engaged in the ongoing War on Terror.

As of 2018, all but one recipient have been men. The sole exception was the pioneering Civil War physician Dr. Mary Edwards Walker. During World War II, 440 servicemen of the “Greatest Generation” earned the distinction of becoming Medal of Honor recipients.

Across the pond, the Victoria Cross is the highest honor for gallantry and extreme bravery a British or Commonwealth serviceman can receive. Dating to 1856, the Cross was introduced by Queen Victoria, initially to acknowledge valor during the Crimean War. By late 2017, the Victoria Cross had been bestowed on 1,358 Britons, including 181 veterans of World War II.

Heroes are a diverse bunch. Regardless of where they’re from, they come in all shapes and sizes. Sometimes, especially in wartime, heroes can even come with feathers and wings, or fur and four legs. In 1943, amidst the horrors of the Second World War, a British veterinary association introduced a new military decoration. It honored not human defenders of the British Empire but a select, unheralded, decidedly different group of patriots: heroic animals who served the cause of Great Britain and the Allies during wartime.

THE PDSA DICKIN MEDAL

This prestigious British award is the PDSA Dickin Medal, which some call “the Victoria Cross for Animals.” PDSA stands for the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals, a venerable charity serving animals in the United Kingdom. The elegant bronze Dickin medallion, inscribed “For Gallantry, We Also Serve,” is the highest honor an animal can achieve for bravery in battle. While America’s Congressional Medal of Honor and Britain’s Victoria Cross are comparable to each another, the United States still has no equivalent to the Dickin honor.

Through 2017, the People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals PDSA Dickin Medal has been presented to sixty-nine actual war heroes and one honorary one; of these, fifty-five served with Allied forces during World War II. The list of World War II honorees includes thirty-two pigeons, nineteen dogs, three horses, and one cat (yes, a cat!).

This book tells many of their stories.

DICKIN MEDALISTS STATESIDE

Although it is a British honor, the Dickin counts among its World War II-era recipients a feathered American veteran. GI Joe was a blue checked splash cock (male pigeon) who served with the United States Army Pigeon Service. Humans usually don’t show pigeons much respect. But GI Joe, who received his Dickin in 1946, is an exception. He’s considered the greatest war bird in American history.

Since 2002 the PDSA Dickin Medal has gone to six other American heroes—three dogs from 9/11 named Apollo, Salty, and Roselle; Lucca, a Marine Corps bomb-sniffing canine who served in Afghanistan and Iraq; Sgt. Reckless, the remarkable Korean War horse hero; and Chips, a dog who was honored posthumously in January 2018 on the seventy-fifth anniversary of his World War II heroics—and whose story you will discover later in these pages. With this honor, Chips became the seventieth Dickin Medal recipient.

This book will, however, profile more than just Dickin medalists. There were many unsung animal heroes, mostly dogs, who showed their mettle alongside American forces in World War II. Most of their stories have not been told except in obscure articles or dusty, forgotten books from the 1940s and 1950s.

Collectively, these true tales form a fascinating and until now mostly missing chapter of history. This book brings all of these uniquely accomplished heroes back from an undeserved oblivion, serving up the long overdue recognition and appreciation they richly deserve.

So sit back and enjoy reading about World War II’s “Greatest Generation” of battle-tested animals.



Introduction


The People’s Dispensary for Sick Animals Dickin Medal

Veterinary charity PDSA has a proud history of honoring animals. With the blessing of the War Office, our founder, Maria Dickin CBE, instituted the PDSA Dickin Medal in 1943 with the aim of honoring the service and sacrifice of animals during WWII. In doing so, it was her hope that the status of animals would be raised in society and that everyone who came into contact with an animal—and not just a war hero animal—would see their worth and treat them with the dignity and respect they deserve.

The plight of the nation’s animals had lain heavy on Maria’s heart and stirred her into action some years earlier.

In 1917, while volunteering in the slums of inner city London during the Great War, Maria was struck by the terrible suffering of the animals that lived alongside the poorest in society. She saw lame horses, donkeys with overgrown and painful hooves, dogs and cats riddled with mange and dragging broken and bleeding limbs behind them. Her heart broke for these poor defenseless creatures, and their struggles kept her awake as she lay in her warm bed, with her own pet dog slumbering happily next to her.

Then she had an idea. What if there was a place where these poor people could take their sick and injured animals for free—yes, free—veterinary treatment? Maria sprang into action. She found a vet and a small basement in the poor area of Whitechapel, East London, and hung a sign that read: Bring your sick animals. Do not let them suffer. All animals treated. All treatment free.

As word spread, the basement was overwhelmed, with queues swelling down the street. PDSA was born, and Maria strove to supply the demand that she encountered for her very special service. And now, one hundred years on from the moment the doors opened in that tiny dark basement in London, PDSA is the UK’s leading veterinary charity. We’ve dispensed 100 million treatments to 20 million pets. Our forty-eight Pet Hospitals across the UK treat the pets of the poorest in our society: over five thousand pets are seen across our network every day.

Maria’s legacy lives on through our veterinary work but also in our Animal Awards Programme, which has earned worldwide fame thanks to the amazing acts of heroism and gallantry that the awards highlight.

We are especially pleased that Robin Hutton’s book, War Animals: The Unsung Heroes of WWII, brings to life the stories of these unique heroes for all to appreciate and enjoy.

As the PDSA Dickin Medal states, “They Also Serve” and for their bravery and devotion to duty, we will continue to honor those animals whose service and sacrifice in the theater of war helps to protect humankind.

Jan McLoughlin

Director General, PDSA
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WAR DOGS



“I want you men to remember that the dogs are the least expendable of all!”1

    —LIEUTENANT COLONEL ALAN SHAPLEY, Commanding Officer, 2nd Marine Raider Regiment (Provisional) on the ship before storming the beach of Bougainville Island, October 30, 1943



1


Lassie Goes To War

“Dogs are becoming increasingly important and miracles are achieved.”1

    —GENERAL EDMUND B. GREGORY, Quartermaster General of the U.S. Army

At the time the Japanese launched their shocking December 7, 1941, attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States had no organized war dog program. The military’s limited use of canines consisted of roughly fifty sled, or “sledge,” dogs working in Alaska and a few other isolated places.2 The U.S. had made a few attempts to use canines in military situations, but for some reason the armed forces had been reluctant to bring dogs fully into the fold. But when Pearl Harbor was bombed by the Japanese and Americans leapt into the fray, they quickly brought along the dogs of war.

Surprisingly, the war dog program didn’t actually originate from within the military. Instead, it was founded by a New York socialite with, well. . .dogged determination. Arlene Erlanger was a respected poodle breeder who had been raising and exhibiting dogs since childhood. She owned the famed Pillicoc Kennels in Elberon, on the New Jersey shore about fifty miles south of New York City. Erlanger was a true believer in the idea that dogs could help the Allied effort. But she needed the assistance of friends and other prominent dog fanciers to get something started.

Erlanger recognized the military’s initial reluctance to use dogs and took it upon herself to kick-start a movement that deeply influenced how World War II was fought and won.

CALLING ALL DOGS!

In the wake of Pearl Harbor, Mrs. Erlanger called her good friend Roland Kilbon, a fellow dog enthusiast and, luckily for Mrs. Erlanger, also a prominent columnist with the New York Sun. “I must see you,” she said urgently. “It’s about what the war means to dogs and fanciers. I’ve an idea and I need your help.”

Fascinated, Kilbon agreed to meet. “The dog game must play its part in this thing,” Erlanger declared. “Other countries have used dogs in their armies for years and ours have not. They’ve got to do it. Just think what dogs can do guarding forts, munitions plants and other such places. But I don’t want to propose it because somebody might think it was just something to glorify the Poodle Club or Pillicoc Kennels. Can you do it?”

Kilbon grasped the significance of her proposal, but knew they would need to tread very lightly to achieve the desired outcome. “People would think that it was a promotion idea for the New York Sun or Arthur Roland. It can’t be the proposal of one breed, fancier or publication,” he told her.3

Erlanger was way ahead of him. She had already enlisted the help of major figures in the then wildly popular show dog community. They included Leonard Brumby, president of the Professional Handlers’ Association; Henry Stoecker, the trainer who ran Erlanger’s Pillicoc Kennels and later served as an Army lieutenant; and Henry I. Caesar, a banker, sportsman, and director of the American Kennel Club. Caesar was considered “one of the most highly regarded persons in the dog game.”4

Erlanger’s idea quickly grew into a grassroots movement. Dog fanciers lent enthusiastic support, as did 402 obedience and kennel clubs around the country.

The newly—and quickly—created Dogs for Defense, Inc. (DFD) was a totally volunteer organization, with professional trainers and organizers donating their time and expertise. The American Kennel Club, the governing body of the competitive dog world, offered its blessing, largely thanks to Henry Caesar’s support. “With contributions from the Professional Handlers’ Assn. and the Westbury Kennel Assn.,” Kilbon trumpeted in the September 1943 issue of Popular Dogs magazine, “the first two organizations to come to the financial aid of the program, Dogs for Defense was formally launched.” Henry Caesar was named Dogs for Defense’s president, Roland Kilbon handled publicity, and Arlene Erlanger served as director of finance.5

It was January 1942—just a month after Pearl Harbor.

Dogs for Defense recruited America’s first canine army, known affectionately as the K-9 Corps. Radio announcements and newspaper articles nationwide made the extraordinary pitch for people to donate their personal pets to the war effort.

America answered the call, offering nearly forty thousand dogs of various breeds. Eligible war dog hopefuls flooded into Dogs for Defense centers, where the screening process was brutal. After preliminary examinations by DFD volunteers, the number of acceptable candidates was whittled down by more than half, to about nineteen thousand dogs, in the first cut. Ultimately 10,425 were accepted by the K-9 Corps and went through training for all branches of military service. The rest, deemed unsuitable for training, went home to relieved owners.
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Clyde Porter presents his pal Junior to Dogs for Defense, the organization that supplied dogs to the Armed Forces. Most of the United States' nearly twenty thousand war dogs were volunteered for duty by their owners. August 19, 1942. National Archives



THE AMERICAN THEATRE WING GETS INTO THE ACT

While the DFD was getting organized, America’s stage community was gathering at the Hudson Theater in New York City. An emergency meeting had been called by the American Theatre Wing, the organization that created and still presents Broadway’s annual Tony Awards. Its members—theater and film actors, radio performers, and others—were looking for ways to help the war effort.

American Theatre Wing chairman Helen Menken was a highly respected stage actress, although today she is remembered chiefly for having been the first of Humphrey Bogart’s four wives. Menken and the Wing’s public relations executive met with Major General Edmund B. Gregory in Washington, D.C. As the Army’s Quartermaster General, Gregory headed one of that branch’s key logistical support units. Menken offered the Wing’s help in any way possible, even the gift of a plane! While the general appreciated the offer, he said regulations preemptively grounded the plane idea. He didn’t know of any way the Wing could help, and politely thanked Menken for “the patriotic offer of the people of the entertainment world,” promising to let them know if anything came up.

Something did, and fast—in the form of a request from one of Gregory’s subordinates. Lieutenant Colonel Clifford C. Smith, who ran the Quartermaster Corps’ Plant Protection Branch, asked for permission to use dogs as sentries to protect Quartermaster supply depots vulnerable to sabotage. “A trained dog,” the lieutenant colonel reasoned, “is better than three or even more men.”6

The general approved Smith’s request and turned to the American Theatre Wing to handle it. The Quartermaster Corps, Gregory explained to Helen Menken, didn’t have the necessary funding to carry out the project. Here was one way, he told her, that the Wing could truly help. The Wing chairman loved the idea and leapt at the opportunity. Menken, who happened to be a dog lover, knew firsthand just how highly attuned to their surroundings dogs could be. As the daughter of deaf parents, she had grown up in a household where dogs played vital roles in everyday life—informing the family of visitors at the front door, or if the baby was crying.

Helen Menken took the proposal to the Wing, but it became quickly apparent that the organization had neither the facilities nor the practical knowledge to carry out the mission alone. So the Wing turned to people who did: the dog trainers and professionals working with Dogs for Defense. Menken contacted Arlene Erlanger and ultimately DFD accepted full responsibility for supplying the canine recruits, while the Wing used its radio division and speakers bureau to publicize the dog recruitment program. This was one wartime shotgun marriage that worked beautifully.

WAR DOGS HAVE THEIR DAY

It took some convincing to get the U.S. Army fully on board. But finally, on March 13, 1942, war dogs were formally recognized when Undersecretary of War Robert P. Patterson authorized the Quartermaster Corps to acquire two hundred trained sentry dogs for the Army. Colonel Smith told Henry Caesar that Dogs for Defense was now the “official procurement agency for war dogs.”7

Besides procurement, at first DFD was also responsible for housing and training the dogs. The immediate need was to prepare the hounds for sentry and patrol duty at beaches, borders, munitions plants, airports, and other industrial facilities that might interest saboteurs. Instruction eventually expanded to include training messenger, casualty, and mine detection dogs. Most of the pups would actually remain stateside to guard the home front, but more than a thousand were deployed for duty overseas.

POOCHES IN POUGHKEEPSIE

Before fulfilling the first order for two hundred dogs for the Plant Protection Branch, Dogs for Defense secured a real-world testing ground to assess the newly-trained recruits’ sentry skills. On April 13, 1942, the first three fully trained sentry pooches went to Poughkeepsie, eighty miles north of Manhattan. There, they stood watch at the Munitions Manufacturing Company, “and are serving efficiently,” the New York Times reported. The trio included a German shepherd, a Norwegian elkhound, and a greyhound.8

Brigadier General Philip S. Gage, in command at Fort Hancock, one of five key installations guarding New York Harbor, was persuaded to give the dogs a try. In early May, Arlene Erlanger delivered nine four-legged sentry trainees. The DFD was an equal opportunity war dog clearinghouse, presenting Gage with a trio of black poodles, a pair of dalmatians, an Airedale, a Doberman, a German shepherd, and an Afghan hound.

Seventeen additional dogs began standing guard at a Gulf Oil plant on Staten Island and Mitchel Field on Long Island. Mitchel was home to the Air Defense Command, which was charged with developing critical protection plans for U.S. cities, military installations, industrial zones, and other potential enemy targets.9
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“A soldier guard and his dog keep a watchful eye over planes at the Army Air Base, Mitchel Field, N.Y. Dogs like this are procured and trained for the Army by the Quartermaster Corps.” March 1943. Original photo caption. National Archives



HOLLYWOOD HEROES

Hollywood luminaries were quick to jump on the war dog bandwagon. Greer Garson, the 1942 Oscar winner as Best Actress for Mrs. Miniver, donated her poodle Cliquot. The dog had been bred at Arlene Erlanger’s Pillicoc Kennels.
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Arlene Erlanger (standing) talks DFD stategy with actress Greer Garson. Garson’s poodle Cliquot was donated to DFD. Sophia Smith Collection, Smith College



Legendary silent film star Mary Pickford offered up her German shepherd Silver. Crooner and actor Rudy Vallee drafted his Doberman pinscher King. Metropolitan Opera star Ezio Pinza donated his two Dalmatians, Figaro and Boris, along with an album of his recordings. “If they get lonesome,” he said with a wink, “play one of these records for them.”10

Hollywood dog trainer Carl Spitz had pioneered the use of hand signals to direct animals from beyond camera range. He owned and trained Terry, the notorious scene-stealing Cairn terrier who played Toto in The Wizard of Oz. Spitz helped set up Dog for Defense’s training program and personally donated many dogs. Later Spitz also trained the 1st Marine War Dog Platoon at Camp Pendleton, California, before it left for Bougainville in the Solomon Islands.

Overall, the response to the DFD’s dog donation drive was dazzling. America’s War Dog Program was off and running on all fours.

PETS AND PATRIOTISM

Everyday Americans making animal donations were proud of making profoundly personal sacrifices. After all, they were giving up cherished pets freely and unconditionally, receiving in turn neither compensation nor any guarantee their dogs would return safely at the end of the war. Donating their dogs was a patriotic act and a way for Americans to become personally invested in the war effort.

Each owner completed a questionnaire about his or her pet’s health record, temperament, and whether the dog was gun shy or spooked by loud noises such as thunderstorms. If your dog was accepted into the program, you received a War Department certificate signed by the Quartermaster General: “Appreciation is expressed for your patriotic action in donating your dog (name) for use in connection with the Armed Forces of the United States.” Owners also received a thank-you letter from the commandant of whichever war dog reception and training center received their pet.

Once a dog was trained and on assignment, strict secrecy was imposed on its whereabouts. Most communication stopped—although as we shall see, military dog handlers occasionally wrote to the owners back home with updates on how the dog was doing.

Efforts were also made to “salvage” dogs from local dog pounds. Two rescued from a Westport, Connecticut, pound won DFD approval and joined the eighteen hundred canine enlistees at the Fort Robinson War Dog Training Center in Nebraska.11As you might expect, some people weren’t so keen to hand their four-legged family members over to the armed forces. One reluctant donor telephoned the Army to demand his dog back, explaining that since the pet’s departure, his wife had “suffered a severe nervous collapse, and the attending physician declared nothing would restore her but the pet’s return.”12 Was that the truth or a clever ruse to win the pup’s freedom? We’ll never know, but luckily for the man, his dog had not yet begun training and was sent home.

In another instance, a woman wrote in with a much more compelling (and verifiable) argument: “In answer to your recent letter, I wish to say that the Army may not have my dog. Her license number is 7220 and you can cross her off your list. The Army has my husband, two brothers-in-law, and my father-in-law, the Navy has one of my brothers and the Government has two more. I think that is enough.”13

FURRY FASCIST FIGHTERS

At the start, in 1942, Dogs for Defense and the U.S. Army Quartermaster Corps worked with thirty-two breeds ranging from collies and wirehaired pointing griffons to Irish setters and Chesapeake Bays. Regardless of breed, all had to meet certain specifications spelled out in a technical manual authored, not coincidentally, by Arlene Erlanger herself, and published by the War Department in 1943. The requirements for all included Physical soundness, which meant “good bone, well-proportioned bodies, strong backs, deep chests and strong muscular feet with hard, well cushioned pads”; Condition, which meant they “should be ‘easy keepers’. . .must be muscular, never fat. . . . Eyes should be clear and bright . . . coats should show the bloom of health. . .Breath should be sweet . . .”; and Behavior, which required that “Dogs should show general alertness, vigor and energy. They should be steady, not timid or excitable. They should show a willingness to be guided or taught, and evidence the ability to learn and to retain what they have learned.”14

Dogs also had to be between eighteen and twenty-eight inches tall at the shoulder, and no more than five years old. Later, the height standard was ratcheted up to between twenty-three to twenty-eight inches at the shoulder, and dogs had to be between fourteen months to three-and-a-half years old. Males were preferred. Females were acceptable, although eventually all females were ordered spayed; a female in heat created chaos among the males and was difficult to handle, and so was her litter. The manual didn’t bother with polite euphemisms: “It has been determined that the spaying of bitches is a military necessity and to the best interests of the military service.”15

Certain breeds were crossed off the “acceptable” list as demand declined or when issues arose with them on the front lines. Bird dogs were tried in New Guinea, for example, but according to reports, “instinct led them to point (at) more parakeets” than the enemy.16 So they were removed from the list. Other breeds, including the Briard, Bouvier, Rottweiler, and Wirehaired Pointing Griffon were problematic because so few of them were available in the United States.

Eventually the number of breeds was whittled down to eighteen, then finally, by 1944, to seven. While the standard poodle, for example, made the initial cut because of its “unusual ability to learn rapidly, good retention, patience, agility, versatility, courage, keen nose and hearing,” poodles never served overseas, working strictly stateside assignments as sentries and guard dogs, and ultimately they didn’t make the Army’s final list: Alaskan Malamute, Belgian sheep dog, farm collie, Doberman pinscher, Eskimo, German shepherd, and Siberian husky.17 Crosses of these breeds were also acceptable.18 Ironically, just a year after Germany’s surrender the German shepherd’s versatility, traits, and breeding won it bragging rights as the “official dog of the US Army.”19

KINKS IN THE SYSTEM

By June 1942, three months into the program, an Army inspection revealed that the dogs in training were making little progress. Several reasons were offered. First, overcrowding had become serious at the private kennels that were taking in such an abundance of donated dogs across the country. Second, because no training manual yet existed, standardized instruction was virtually impossible. Third, trainers with little or no military experience were unfamiliar with military conditions. Plus—and this is incredible—there was no one to instruct the eventual servicemen handlers how to work with and command the dogs. All this made for a discouraging start, but didn’t change the Army’s resolve to move forward.

As the program evolved, officials realized they would need far more dogs than originally believed, and in different capacities. Big changes were coming to the war dog drive, and quickly, after early fears of sabotage soon came true.

“OPERATION PASTORIUS”

Just before midnight on June 13, 1942, the German submarine U-202 surfaced about five hundred yards off the coast of Long Island. Under cover of fog, a quartet of Nazi saboteurs put ashore with four large boxes in a rubber boat near Amagansett, New York.20 The Nazi agents had enough American currency and explosives to kill and terrorize for at least a year.

Four days later, four more German operatives landed in Ponte Vedra Beach, just south of Jacksonville, Florida.

The Nazis’ sabotage campaign was dubbed “Operation Pastorius” after an early German settler in America. The goal: to destroy America from within. Among the intended bombing targets: the hydroelectric plants at Niagara Falls; Aluminum Company of America (Alcoa) factories in Illinois, Tennessee, and New York; the Pennsylvania Railroad station at Newark; locks on the Ohio River near Louisville, Kentucky, and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; and the New York City water supply. And that was just for starters.21

But the plotters hadn’t accounted for a young unarmed Coast Guard recruit. Thanks to quick thinking by 2nd Class Seaman John C. Cullen, the terrorist plot to destroy these and other facilities, while it did create widespread panic, was discovered before it could do real harm.

Cullen was alone on his six-mile beach patrol that night when he came across the first group of agents busily burying supplies in the sand. Their leader, George John Dasch, was a German national who had left the U.S. to return to the fatherland when the war began. Dasch offered Cullen $260 to keep quiet. Cullen “took” the bribe, but once out of sight raced to the nearby Coast Guard station for help. By the time Cullen led armed Guardsmen to the site, the Germans were gone. A search of the sands quickly revealed freshly dug holes where the four wooden munitions crates were buried, along with a duffel bag of German uniforms.

Ten days later, on June 27, 1942, the then-largest manhunt in FBI history resulted in the capture of all eight would-be saboteurs. They were brought to justice in a speedy military tribunal.22

The incident proved what Dogs for Defense had been saying for months—that sentry dogs were needed to help protect American coastlines. The ongoing threat increased the popular desire for dog patrols along beaches and coastlines. Within a month the Coast Guard launched its new Beach Patrol.23 Operations began in late August 1942, at the seaside park at Brigantine, New Jersey. Within a year, eighteen hundred dogs were patrolling American beaches.24

THE QUARTERMASTER CORPS TAKES CONTROL

A month earlier, the War Dog Program had been reorganized, with the Army Quartermaster Corps Remount Branch—responsible for purchasing and training horses and mules—taking responsibility for the handling and training of future war dogs. As part of the reorganization, on July 16, 1942, Secretary of War Harold Stimson directed the Quartermaster General to broaden the program by adding training for tactical dogs: silent scout or patrol, messenger, and mine detection dogs. Stimson’s directive empowered each service branch to determine how many dogs it needed and how the animals would be deployed.25

In August 1942, the first War Dog Reception and Training Center was established at Front Royal, Virginia, at what had been a remount depot for horses and mules during World War I. Front Royal would serve the nation’s eastern region; by year’s end, three other remount centers would open—at Fort Robinson in Nebraska, at San Carlos, California, and at Camp Rimini in Montana, a Marine post for the training of sled and pack dogs. A fifth center opened in April 1943 at Cat Island, off the coastal town of Gulfport, Mississippi. Cat Island was used for jungle training because its humidity and vegetation were similar to tropical climate and terrain. Two temporary centers were also set up in Beltsville, Maryland, and Fort Belvoir, Virginia.
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The kennels at the War Dog Reception and Training Center, Front Royal, Virginia. National Archives



Once the centers were up and running, the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps was charged with maintaining the animals’ well-being. Dogs for Defense remained the procurement agency, its volunteer force now free to focus solely on dog recruitment.

The Marine Corps set up its own training center at Camp Lejeune in North Carolina, while the Coast Guard established three training centers on the east coast, at Elkins Park, Pennsylvania, Hilton Head, South Carolina, and Curtis Bay, Maryland.
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USMC War Dog Training Center, Camp LeJeune, North Carolina. USMC Archives



At the time of Stimson’s directive, the Quartermaster Corps had no experience with training scout, messenger, and mine-detecting dogs, so it sought the experience and assistance of Great Britain’s War Dog Training School. Great Britain had used messenger dogs very successfully during World War I thanks to Lieutenant Colonel Edwin Hautenville Richardson, a dog fancier and breeder who had set up and then become commandant of the British War Dog Training School in 1917. Colonel Richardson had written several books on the training of war dogs based on positive praise and reinforcement, including British War Dogs: Their Training and Psychology.26 After World War I the War Dog Training School closed, but Great Britain reopened it on May 5, 1942.

On February 1, 1943, Captain John B. Garle, then-director of the British War Dog Training School, brought with him four dogs and two non-commissioned officers who were trained handlers to the training center in Beltsville, Maryland, and demonstrated the use of scout and messenger dogs. The demonstrations were so successful that the team traveled to all of the training centers across the United States teaching the trainers their techniques. The Quartermaster Corps used Colonel Richardson’s books as training manuals until they were able to develop their own.

“GIVE DOGS AND DOLLARS”

As expenses mounted, fundraising efforts were launched to help pay some of the program’s enormous costs—this, even though the dogs were donated and people volunteered their time—including the inspection of dogs for service and the costs of transporting approved canines to the various training centers. The Dogs for Defense slogan “Give Dogs and Dollars” began turning up “in speeches, radio talks, posters, feature stories, advertisements, cartoons, personal appeals, medals, certificates, announcements at dog shows and a V-Mail replica called K-9 mail.”27

Corporate America stepped up with both monetary and in-kind donations. Ralston Purina Company, for example, donated all the dog food for new K-9 recruits up until they were shipped to training camps. The company also promoted Dogs for Defense donations in its advertising. A cigarette manufacturer’s ads featured pictures of DFD war dogs posing with attractive women. This effectively provided Dogs for Defense with $250,000 worth of free publicity. The ads inspired hundreds of dog donations.28

Dog shows helped promote the “Give Dogs and Dollars” campaign. The prestigious Westminster Dog Show led the way with a $5,000 gift in 1943. Westminster scaled back on expensive trophies, using the funds on DFD recruitment instead. At some shows, dog fanciers even raffled off expensive puppies, with the proceeds going to the cause.

LEGAL PAYOFFS FOR DOGGIN’ THE DRAFT

Not every canine met size, age, temperament, and other specifications for military service. And, as we have seen, many owners just weren’t willing to hand over their pets to the military. DFD turned such negative situations into a positive fundraising strategy. The organization called its solution the “War Dog Fund” program.

The Fund was the creation of James M. Austin, a patent broker who, according to the Huffington Post, “donated some ten-thousand dollars to war charities in the name of his fox terrier, Saddler.”29 Under the professional name Ch (for Champion) Nornay Saddler, the terrier was named “by a poll of the nation’s show judges as the outstanding show dog of all time.”30 Saddler laid claim to more than three hundred award cups, ribbons, and emblems, plus no fewer than fifty-nine best-in-show titles. Austin was the Fund’s national chairman. Saddler was chief recruiter and good-naturedly deemed the “General of the 4-Fs”—dogs that couldn’t make the cut.

For a fee, a pet would be registered with the “K-9 Home Guard” of the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, or Coast Guard.31 A dog’s honorary rank was determined by the size of the donation, which could range from just a dollar for a private or seaman designation to five dollars for a sergeant or chief petty officer. Twenty-five dollars bought colonel or captain status—and on up the donation tree to the hundred-dollar level for a general or admiral.

Owner-participants received official certificates acknowledging the pet, the amount donated, and the rank that the dollar donation represented. They also got a collar tag and a window sticker.

People lapped up the idea. President Franklin Roosevelt was an early joiner, registering his beloved handsome black Scottie terrier Fala as an Army private. While War Fund Dogs didn’t ship out—or even leave home—their owners still could feel they were doing their part for the war effort.


[image: Image]
President Roosevelt’s beloved Scottish terrier Fala poses with presidential cousin Laura Delano, who shows off the pup’s War Dog Fund certificate. The president was among thousands of Americans who donated to the Fund to “spare” their pets from actual war service. For one dollar, Fala was designated an honorary Army private. Fala lived until 1952. April 1943. National Archives



And the Fund wasn’t limited to dogs. Americans signed up their cats, birds, and even turtles.32

Joan Crawford, the recruiting chairman for the entertainment industry, appealed to other Hollywood stars to join the effort. She also enlisted her dachshund Boopschen as a general and her cocker spaniel Honey as an admiral. The American Theatre Wing’s Helen Menken in New York followed suit.33

The drive went international when American servicemen and commanding officers from battlefronts around the world began registering their pets. By the time Saddler finished up as the campaign figurehead fourteen months later, twenty-five thousand pet owners had donated about $75,000 to the War Dog Program.

The War Dog Fund tracked its progress on a large-scale U.S. map at its headquarters. The map was pierced with twenty-five hundred pins, each representing a city or town where a pet was registered. There were pins in every state.34



2


You’re In the Army Now. Coast Guard Too. Don’t Forget the Navy. And Hey, Marine Corps, Lookin’ Good!

“They must undergo basic training,just like any other enlistee.”1

    —SATURDAY EVENING POST, September 5, 1942

Initially dog training for all branches of the military was conducted by Dogs for Defense and the Army’s Quartermaster Corps. While the Coast Guard had three of its own training centers, it still acquired dogs from the DFD. The Marines accepted DFD dogs to jumpstart their program. But by late November 1942, the Marine Corps established its own recruiting and training program at Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, procuring dogs from the Doberman Pinscher Club of America.

OUT OF THE CRATE INTO THE FRYING PAN

A preliminary orientation of seven to ten days allowed the newbies in America’s four-legged fighting force to adjust to their new lives. Each canine recruit arriving at a training center would be taken from his (or, yes, her) packing crate to be “inspected, weighed, groomed, even ‘manicured.’ ”2 After dogs were “contracted, and sworn in to ‘perform active service without pay or allowance,’ ” and once they had passed a physical, they were photographed and tattooed on the left ear with a serial number for identification.3 The pups were then promptly quarantined for three weeks. Only after that did the two-week basic training begin.


[image: Image]
Above, new arrivals are de-crated, weighed, examined, and groomed. National Archives



Each four-pawed conscript was assigned a handler and underwent the basic obedience training. “The recruits were taught to perform the following fundamental commands: on leash—Heel, Sit, Down, Cover, Stay, Come, Crawl, Jump; off the leash—Drop and Jump.”4 The raw recruits learned to obey both hand signals and voice commands. They became accustomed to wearing gas masks, riding in a variety of military vehicles, and—this was vital—especially, working under the sound of gunfire.


[image: Image]
"Stay!" National Archives



At the end of basic training, both dogs and handlers took final exams. Dogs passing the test then pivoted to the next phase: specialized training. During this basic training each canine enlistee had been evaluated to determine which specialized training classification best suited his talents. At that time, the dogs (except for sledge and pack dogs, who were trained separately) were divided into two groups: those destined for guard duty were sentry and attack (or “police”) dogs, and those trained for tactical use were silent scout, messenger, and casualty dogs. To be selected for scout and messenger duty, a dog had to show higher levels of intelligence, willingness, energy, and sensitivity.5 There was also a short-lived program involving about 140 mine-detection specialists, called M-dogs. When two M-dog units were deployed to North Africa with little success—handlers found that they had trouble detecting mines under combat conditions—the program was discontinued.6

Dogs that would be deployed overseas also needed special training to get used to the rigors they would face in war zones: smoke, the sounds of gunfire and artillery, landings, navigating jungle conditions. Yet there was no way to truly prepare them for what they would face in war.


[image: Image]
Whether it be getting use to the sounds of fire or being lowered onto a boat, these dogs had to learn to cope with it all. National Archives/USMC Archives/ Marine Raider Museum Archives



The specialized training lasted from eight to thirteen weeks, depending on the specialty. Sentry dogs required just eight weeks, while scout, messenger, and casualty dogs needed more. Sometimes the dogs didn’t have a clue what was being asked of them. At one training center a huge Great Dane named Duke was being taught to jump a series of hurdles. When the trainer released the Dane’s chain, dutiful Duke bounded towards the first hurdle, not quite knowing what he was supposed to do. But the big dog really wanted to please his handler, so Duke “picked up the awkward wooden hurdle in his massive jaws and carried it back and laid it at his handler’s feet, wagging his tail proudly.”7 Needless to say, Duke needed a few more tries to get it right, but he probably made a really good sentry dog.

SENTRY DOGS

Also known as “watch dogs,” sentry dogs were taught to growl or bark if they sensed anything strange or unfamiliar nearby—from the presence of strangers to the mere scent of a fire. These pooch patrollers were required to possess “moderate to high intelligence, willingness, energy and aggressiveness. The handler must instill in the dog that ‘ . . . every human, except himself, is his natural enemy.’ ”8 Each sentry dog worked with a human handler, usually doing patrol duty on a short leash.


[image: Image]
Standing guard. National Archives/Quartermaster Museum



ATTACK DOGS

Attack or “police,” dogs also received sentry training. But unlike watch dogs they worked off leash and were trained to attack, either on command or if provoked. They were required to possess “courage, speed and strength.” Every police dog had to be “heavy enough to throw a man to the ground by the impact of his body.” Strong teeth and powerful jaws were also desirable attributes, since the dogs were taught to bite on command and to “cease attack instantly on command from his master or on cessation of resistance by the aggravator.”9 Each attack dog was paired with a handler, with whom he worked as a unit; sometimes an additional sentry dog and handler joined the team unit to increase security. Attack dogs worked well in darkness.

[image: Image]


[image: Image]
Going on the offensive. The attack dogs. National Archives



SILENT SCOUTS

The silent scout or patrol dog was likened to a “super sentry dog . . . used by reconnaissance patrols to discover whether an area is free of hostile presence.”10 There is no way to gauge how many lives these dogs saved by being able to warn their handlers of dangers as far away as five hundred yards. Marines trainer Lieutenant Clyde Henderson marveled that patrol dogs “on more than one occasion saved our patrols from falling into deadly ambushes which otherwise might not have been detected in the dense jungles.”11

Silent scouts worked both on and off leash, depending on the hound, although they were usually on a leash for better control. These versatile dog soldiers could work effectively in either daylight or darkness, regardless of poor weather conditions and terrain obstacles. They were “silent” because they needed the maximum scope for their powerful senses to detect danger—or even just motion—either through hearing, sight, or scent. Scout dogs alerted their human handlers in different ways. Some simply tensed up. Others stopped short and crouched. Some raised their hackles. The handler might even hear a very low growl as the dog tensed. The handler had to learn to “read” his charge to know how the dog would alert to danger.


[image: Image]
Training in the woods was essential for the silent scouts. Scout dog King leads a patrol through a jungle trail in Aitape, New Guinea. August 6, 1944. USMC Archives/National Archives



MESSENGER DOGS

The messenger dog was a lifeline between units—a reliable, furry conveyor of communication in dense jungles where telephone wires had been cut, or had never existed. A messenger dog was faster than a human and posed a difficult target for the enemy “because of his natural camouflage, his size, speed, and ability to take advantage of protecting cover.”12 He could find his way in daylight or darkness, through any kind of weather or terrain, and he was especially effective in the jungle.

A messenger dog’s training began with exercises to desensitize the animal to the sounds of battle. According to a training technical manual, “Every known distraction must be introduced during training, such as bomb detonations, shell and gunfire, troop and motor traffic, and the presence of moving or stationary troops, civilians and animals.”13


[image: Image]
Messenger dogs in training and in the field. National Archives/USMC Archives



A messenger dog could also help lay communication wire. A coil attached to his collar unwound as he walked, enabling the men to replace or lay wire quickly. He also sometimes worked as a transport, moving emergency supply loads weighing up to twenty-five pounds. If necessary, a messenger dog could deliver two carrier pigeons in cages strapped to his back.

Every messenger required two handlers: the dog ran from one master to the other when quietly ordered to “report.” These dogs possessed scenting abilities so powerful that they easily located handlers who had moved from their original positions. Nothing stopped the messenger dog from his mission. “Loyalty, devotion, bravery, intelligence, and stamina” truly defined this specialty dog.14

CASUALTY DOGS

Working with medical personnel, casualty dogs majored (so to speak) in locating the wounded. These dogged pursuits meant discovering a soldier lying unconscious on a battlefield, one buried beneath shelling debris, or even one cowering in a hiding place missed by medical patrols. These life-saving dogs worked off leash; once they found a casualty, they returned to their handler, who fastened on a leash and was led to the wounded soldier. Casualty dogs saved minutes crucial to soldiers who were suffering from shock or hemorrhaging.


[image: Image]
Dalmatians were often trained as casualty dogs. National Archives



A casualty dog had to be friendly, affectionate, and trained not to bite, even when feeling threatened: an injured or delirious soldier might strike out at the dog in panic, not realizing the pup was actually there to help.

TEAMWORK

The men eventually learned how to be handlers and how to care for their dogs. Doing so made them better soldiers, sailors, and Marines as they learned about patrol and scout work, compass and map reading, military procedures, and how to conduct field maneuvers. By the end of training, a war dog and his handler melded into a single entity: a team. Together with their dogs they were assigned a post, and together they would fight to win the war.


[image: Image]
“Cpl. Peter S. Denaga, USMC, 25, of West Islip, L.I.N.Y., shares a drink from his canteen cup with his Devil Dog mate, ‘Pal’ after a tough day of simulated landing maneuvers.” May 1943. Original photo caption. USMC Archives



A breakdown of the 10,425 dogs that were finally selected for the full training and became part of the Quartermaster’s K-9 Corps shows just how dramatically sentry dogs and stateside service dominated the program:



	TYPE OF DOG

	TRAINED FOR ARMY

	TRAINED FOR COAST GUARD

	TOTAL




	Sentry

	6,121

	3,174

	9,295




	Scout

	571

	0

	571




	Sled and Pack

	268

	0

	268




	Messenger

	151

	0

	151




	Mine Detection

	140

	0

	140




	TOTAL

	7,251

	3,174

	10,425





    
        
            	TYPE OF DOG

            	SERVED IN US

            	SERVED OVERSEAS

        

        
            	Sentry

            	8,396

            	899

        

        
            	Scout

            	135

            	436

        

        
            	Sled and Pack

            	0

            	268

        

        
            	Messenger

            	0

            	151

        

        
            	Mine Detection

            	0

            	140

        

        
            	TOTAL

            	8,531

            	1,894

        

    

Fifteen war dog platoons were activated, trained, and shipped overseas for combat as part of the Quartermaster’s K-9 Corps. Of these, seven platoons fought the Germans in Europe. These included QM War Dog Platoons 33rd through the 38th, plus the 42nd. The dogs in these platoons were trained as scouts and messengers, except for the 36th, which was a mine-detection unit. The other eight platoons, starting with the 25th and 26th, served in the Pacific fighting the Japanese.

SHOW-OFFS

Sometimes newly trained members of the K-9 Corps were put through their paces at dog show demonstrations to let civilian audiences know how well the training program was going. Naturally, officials hoped the doggie revues would spur more donations to “Give Dogs and Dollars.” At a show in Boston, a woman in the audience recognized her own pup among the war dogs:

Proud of her pet’s performance, the woman owner could not resist telling the officer in charge. The officer, forming a sudden resolution, invited her to enter the ring. From across the arena the dog caught sight of his mistress. Ears pricked up, eyes shone with recognition, tail began thumping the ground.

“Stay,” the dog’s handler commanded. At the officer’s urging, the woman called her dog by name. The dog sat like a statue and never stirred, only quivering a little. His handler, proud too now, bent his head toward his charge and said softly, “Okay.” With that the dog darted away, racing across the ring in great bounds. With one of those unmelodious but poignant canine cries of joy a dog sometimes utters, he sprang into his mistress’ arms, licking at her face with loving tongue.

Yet when his handler called him back, he instantly obeyed. The Army could not have asked for a more striking example of perfect discipline and training.15

BEACH PATROL—PAWS FOR THE CAUSE

Most of the dogs in the Quartermaster’s K-9 program, as we have seen, did sentry duty stateside. More of them were in the Coast Guard than in any other service. The Guard’s pup population peaked at 3,649. These dogs served alongside about twenty-four thousand Coast Guard personnel stationed at ten different naval districts across the country.16 All told, the Guard’s war dogs worked an area of approximately thirty-seven hundred miles.


[image: Image]
Coast Guard war dogs on beach patrol. National Archives/USCG Archives



One hazard to dogs doing beach patrol duty involved sharp shards of broken seashells, which cut their paws. So the Coast Guard devised little boots for them. As you’d expect, the booties were packed in sets of four, with hundreds of sets distributed. A comparable situation developed at a camp in the West. The dogs there also needed the leather booties—because of cactus thorns.


[image: Image]
“DOG-GONE GOOD SHOES: No ration coupons are needed for the latest thing in footwear which is exhibited by Poncho, a Coast Guard dog. Captain Raymond J. Mauerman, former chief training officer of the Coast Guard Dog Patrol, examines a pair of new canvas boots which were designed to protect the war dog’s feet from cuts from oyster shells while on long beach patrols.” Original photo caption. National Archives



By the autumn of 1943, the perceived national security threat along the U.S. coastline had died down. So the dog training schools were closed and patrols were reduced by three-quarters. But the program wasn’t discontinued, as many dogs were retrained for different patrols or special guard duty.17

NOTHIN’ LIKE A GOOD FIFTY-CENT DOG

A German shepherd named Nora took a different path to Coast Guard glory. She belonged to Apprentice Seaman Evans E. Mitchell of Chicago, who had purchased her for fifty cents from a neighbor. The sailor trained her to serve alongside him on patrol duty at the Oregon Inlet Station off North Carolina.

On a bitterly cold night in November 1943, Mitchell and Nora were on their regular tour along the isolated beach. Mitchell felt ill and fainted along the water’s edge. When Nora could not rouse him, she picked up Mitchell’s cap, raced to the nearest Coast Guard station some distance away, and presented it to the guardsman on duty. Chief Boatswain’s Mate Thomas J. Harris studied the cap, saw Mitchell’s name in it, noted the shepherd’s frantic behavior, and finally put two and two together to surmise something was terribly wrong. Nora led him back to Mitchell, still unconscious and lying inside the high tide line. Nora’s heroic actions likely prevented Mitchell’s death from exposure or drowning.

After the apprentice seaman made a full recovery, the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals presented the four-legged heroine with the bronze John P. Haines medal for saving Mitchell’s life.


[image: Image]
In a reenactment, a fainted Coast Guard sailor, Apprentice Seaman Evan E. Mitchell, is saved by his trusty patrol dog Nora. The dog lured a Guard watchman to the nighttime beach site where Mitchell had fainted, saving the sailor from a likely death from exposure. The German shepherd received the ASPCA’s John P. Haines Medal for her heroism. USCG Archives



The Coast Guard conducted thousands of ’round-the-clock security patrols during the war, regardless of weather conditions or terrain. And dogs weren’t their only animal assistants. Some Coast Guardsmen rode on horseback.18


[image: Image]
The U.S. Coast Guard patrolled beaches and other significant homeland locations with both War Dog Program graduates and equestrian teams. USCG Archives



So many amazing K-9 heroes served during the war that selecting which stories to tell is difficult. Because the War Dog Program began as an experiment, the pressure was on the first wave of canines to justify the program’s effectiveness, regardless of which branch they served. Mistakes were made and problems arose, but over time a lot was learned that improved dog recruitment and training.

You are about to learn the inspiring, heroic stories of just some of the first dogs in America’s War Dog Program. It is because of their incredible efforts that the program still exists today.
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Chips

America’s First—and Most Highly-Decorated—War Dog Hero

“We went through a lot together. . . . He saved my life more than once when things were tough.”

    —PRIVATE JOHN P. ROWELL, Chips’s first handler
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