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  Preface




  The text for Basic Illustrated Knots for the Outdoors was conceived from a criticism of my book Canoeing Wild Rivers. The letter was from a man who said he’d studied the chapter on knots and hitches but couldn’t get the hang of my diagrams. Fortunately, a friend—who happened to be left-handed—defended the chapter, saying the illustrations were the easiest to follow of any he’d seen.




  Suddenly, a revelation: All the knots and hitches in the first edition of Canoeing Wild Rivers were drawn with my southpaw bias. No wonder the reader had difficulty understanding them!




  Needless to say, I had the illustrations redrawn for “righties” in the second edition of Basic Essentials Knots for the Outdoors, but I vowed that in future books lefties would have an equal share of the action. Included in this book is the left-hand mirror image of every right-handed knot and hitch.




  Then came the matter of which knots and hitches to include. One book I checked boasted sixty-five knots; another had more than 300! One popular knot card (whose illustrations weren’t simple at all) showed forty—far more than anyone would need. Truth is, a half dozen well-chosen knots will accomplish most any task, though a meticulous sailor may need (or want) twice that many. For my own purposes, as an avid wilderness canoeist and backwoodsman, ten knots and hitches are enough. You’ll find a listing of these important knots and hitches on page 6—they’re the ones you’ll want to master first. Most of the others are variations of the important ten with very specific outdoor recreation applications and should be learned on a need-to-know basis.




  I’ve purposely deleted all the cutesy, low-utility knots and hitches. Ditto for most single-purpose mountaineering and sailing knots. The special knots you need to know for these sports are a stock chapter in every climbing and sailing text. The thirty-two knots plus the most essential splices and lashings included here should answer all your needs.
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