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Ortiz breaks many records and wins the Robert Clemente award.


2011


Helps the Red Sox win the World Series again.


2007


Carries his team to the World Series.


2004


Starts playing with the Red Sox of Boston.


2003


Starts playing with the Minnesota Twins.


1996


Starts playing in the minor leagues with the Scattle Mariners.


1992


David Ortiz is born on October 22 in Santo Domingo.


1975
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Chapter 1


A DOMINICAN LION


On the night of October 22, 1975, the Boston Red Sox lost the seventh game of the World Series to the Cincinnati Reds. Less than a month before, on November 18, David Ortiz was born in Santo Domingo, in the Dominican Republic.


Ortiz (or “Big Papi” as he is fondly known) would later be one of the players that would help the Red Sox turn their game around and celebrate a championship. This designated hitter knows how to play, and he knows how to play well.


The Giant Is Born


David Américo Ortiz Arias, the giant with the friendly smile that conquered the hearts of Boston fans, was born into a poor family in Santo Domingo. His parents were Leo Ortiz and Rosa Angélica Arias. The raised David and his siblings in a home without a lot of money. But there was a lot of love.


Leo taught his son to love baseball. Leo himself was a baseball player, although he never made it to the Major Leagues. He taught David how to use a bat and throw a ball. He also taught him to do his best and get better little by little. Pretty soon, David was showing a lot of promise at bat.
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