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Introduction

    Close the Achievement Gap: Simple Strategies That Work

  

  
Introductory Comments

  There comes a time in a man’s life when he realizes a purpose that is far greater than any he has been presented with before—a purpose that serves more than his material needs, more than the needs of his family, his community, or his own physical well-being. This purpose becomes clear on a spiritual level. It does not serve a need but shows itself as a moral imperative, clearly defined. This book is such an imperative.

  It is impossible to paint the picture of impoverished children with a single brush full of one color from society’s palette. Impoverished children come from the poorest circumstances anyone can imagine. They come from the urban centers of our cities where the ghettos form visible boundaries that skirt around the cities’ exterior edges. They come from the country, hidden away in the hollows of mountainous terrain and the expanse of wide-open prairies. Children of poverty come from the reservations spotted in the high desert land and from the rugged landscapes of the tundra.

  Poverty is the root cause of their circumstances; and, more importantly, poverty creates a debilitating mindset that affects the survival and the success of these unfortunate children. Poverty creates a mindset about the innate abilities, the background experiences, and the apparent willingness of these children to learn.

  
    Poverty creates a debilitating mindset.

  

  This mindset is so firmly in place, it is next to impossible to change it. In fact, the hardest hurdle to overcome in educating the children of poverty is this unshakable belief that they are not as capable as children born to more advantageous circumstances.

  In a sentence, teachers, parents, and even the students themselves have low expectations for academic success. Teachers don’t teach these kids as much, parents don’t attend to their schooling as much, and students don’t strive to achieve as much. And, in the end, as outrageous as it may sound, these low expectations become a self-fulfilling prophecy.

  These data on the achievement gap tell part of this story of low expectations and the children of poverty in the discussion that follows. Yet, even with these data clearly stated, the fact is that all students can achieve, will achieve, and should prove these data wrong in schools of quality.

  Society must come to believe that it is possible for all students to achieve, for, when a given population decides it is possible, it truly is. Children not only learn, children not only survive, but children thrive in these settings of high expectations, no excuses, and rigorous academic environments.

  
Achievement Gap Facts

  Facts Defining the Achievement Gap

  
    	There is a 30% illiteracy rate across American schools. Source: Joyce, 1999, p. 129.

    	Only 1 in 50 Latino and 1 in 100 African American 17-year-olds can read and gain information from specialized text, such as the science section in the newspaper. Source: Haycock, 2001, p. 7.

    	The fourth-grade reading slump is a myth. It’s a slow decline, getting farther behind. Source: Barbara Taylor, personal communication, 12 July 2003.

    	Students entering high school in the 35 largest cities in the United States read at the sixth-grade level. Students not reading at grade level are included in the achievement gap. Source: Vacca, 2002, p. 9.

    	Achievement in literacy hasn’t risen for 70 years. Source: Joyce, 1999, p. 129.

    	U.S. students: the longer they are in school, the farther they fall behind the averages of other countries. Source: Joyce, 1999, p. 129.

    	90 million Americans lack basic literacy skills, with consequences for poverty, welfare, employment status, and crime. Source: U.S. Department of Education, 1993.

    	Thirty-two states and the District of Columbia still do not release test scores by subgroups. Knowing the large gap separating students from different subgroups will be a call to action for educators. Source: Gehring, 2002, p. 2.

    	Speaking is the number one skill for getting a job. Reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills are needed in the work place. Speaking is often overlooked and is critical for job interviews.

    	80% of the boys in middle school prefer non-fiction. Source: Barbara Taylor, personal communication, 12 July 2003.

    	The only behavior measure that correlated significantly with reading scores is the number of books in the home; 61% of low-income families have no books at all in their homes. Source: U.S. Department of Education, retrieved April 24, 2003 from www.firstbook.org/about/factsonliteracy.html


  

  Effects of the Achievement Gap

  
    	Parents with professional jobs speak about 2,153 words an hour to their toddlers; those in poverty only about 616. A five-year-old child from a low-income home knows 5,000 words, while a middle-class child already knows 20,000 words. Source: Hart and Risley, 2003.

    	40% of all mathematics errors on state tests are reading errors. Source: Joyce, 1999, p. 129.

    	There is no sixth grade math test . . . it’s cumulative; it’s is a 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 test. Source: Barbara Taylor, personal communication, 12 July 2003.

  

  
    40% of all mathematics errors on state tests are reading errors.



OEBPS/Images/fm01.jpg
ln A Nutshell

series





OEBPS/Images/titlepage.jpg
QOB B
REIBYENETT EAP

Simple Strategies That Work

In A Notshell

Brian M. Pete  Robin J. Fogarty






OEBPS/Images/Frontcover.jpg
Brian M. Pete e Robin J. Fogarty

._‘ /
CLOSERTHE!
ACHIEVEMENTEGAP.

Simple Strategies That Work






