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Introduction


Lady Caroline Lamb once said of Lord Byron that he was ‘mad, bad and dangerous to know’. This is not to be taken to imply that every person named in this book is indeed dangerous to know. On the contrary, many are innocent victims; some had crime thrust upon them and some are more foolhardy than dangerous.


In this collection of crimes, criminals and their victims we have concentrated on urban criminals, so, with the exception of Andrew George Scott, ‘Captain Moonlite’, who dabbled in urban crime such as cheque frauds, sadly we have had to omit the exploits of the bolters and bushrangers of the nineteenth century. There are already many comprehensive accounts of their lives, deeds and misdeeds.


As a general rule we have not cited the major newspapers that have covered cases on a day to day basis, unless there has been an in-depth or a much later article. A particular exception has been those stories in Truth, a highly popular scandal sheet, which published a number of editions each week in major cities. As a result a story that appears in, say, the Victorian edition will not necessarily have appeared in New South Wales or South Australia. Where possible we have given an edition in which the story can be found.


Victims who are associated with crime are generally listed under the names of their convicted killers. If there is no conviction their entries will generally appear under their own names. There are cross-references. There are exceptions where the case is well known under the name of the victim or the name by which it is known, e.g. The Pyjama Girl case. The names of most of the innocent victims appear in an appendix.


Particularly in the older cases, the spelling of the names of defendants, victims and witnesses varies considerably. We have wherever possible used the names as they appear in the Law Reports. A number of recent cases that might have been expected to be included are the subject of suppression orders. By the time this book is published there will have been the resolution of a number of these cases, along with acquittals and convictions, appeals allowed and dismissed, and suppression orders lifted. We will endeavour to update these in any future edition.


Some readers may think that their exploits, or those of their relatives and friends, have been overlooked. If they care to contact us we will also endeavour to include them in any future edition.


Our thanks are due first to Dock Bateson, without whose endless patience, research, help and guidance the book would never have seen the light of day and then, in strictly alphabetical order, to the late Jeremy Beadle, Keith Bottomley, Bill Bridges, Annie Brooks, Dave Cameron, Cinzia Cavallaro, the late Clive Coleman, Richard Costa, Nicholas Cowdery QC, Paul Delianis, Richard Evans, Kabita Dhara, Kerrie Douglass, Liz Filleul, Mike Hallinan, Amy Hickman, Angus Huntsdale (AGs, NSW), Lily Keil, Foong Ling Kong, Debbie Lee, Barbara Levy, Paul Lincoln, Billy Longley, Sybil Nolan, Mark Norman, Steve Plowman (NZ Police Association), Jim and Sherry Ratcliffe, John Rigbey, Russell Robinson, Adam Shand, John Silvester, Matthew Spicer, Anne Stanford (Vic SC), Billy Stokes, Adrian Tame, Matthew Tremby, Geoff Wilkinson, Sonya Zadel (NSW SC) and to many others who have asked not to be named. Our thanks are also due to the staff at the State Libraries and State Records Offices of New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Victoria and Western Australia, the Victoria Police, as well as the British Newspaper Library at Colindale and the National Archives, Kew, England.


Being dangerous to know does not necessarily mean a person is violent. As the Hong Kong judge Gerald Sparrow wrote in The Great Swindlers:





The swindler is not, as a rule, a thug. He will not blackmail. He will not murder. Your daughter is reasonably safe with him. He never carries a gun, only some misleading visiting cards, some forged letters and perhaps an extra passport or two and, frequently, a curious pack of cards. With these complicated but harmless bits of paper he sets out to rob you painlessly, until the last distressing extraction.


Dangerous to Know also includes thoroughly decent people—judges, lawyers, police officers and even police dogs whom it is, or has been, extremely valuable to know. It also contains a number of people who through their work or their day-to-day lives have unwittingly become involved in Australasian crime and criminals, often to their cost.





Abbreviations and Acronyms






	ACC


	Australian Crime Commission (2003–)







	AFL


	Australian Football League







	ASIC


	Australian Securities and Investment Commission







	(2001-)


	 







	CAC


	Corporate Affairs Commission (1971-1990)







	CC


	County Court







	CCA


	Court of Criminal Appeal







	CCC


	Corruption & Crime Commission WA (2004–)







	CFA


	Country Fire Authority







	CHOGM


	Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting







	CIA


	Central Intelligence Agency (US)







	CIB


	Criminal Investigation Branch







	CMC


	Crime and Misconduct Commission Qld (2001–)







	CR


	Criminal Reports







	CSI


	Crime Scene Investigation (SA)







	Cth


	Commonwealth







	DC


	District Court







	DCJ


	District Court Judge







	DPP


	Director of Public Prosecutions







	g


	gram(s)







	GBH


	grievous bodily harm







	HC


	High Court







	ICAC


	Independent Commission against Corruption NSW







	(1988–)


	 







	KC


	Kings Counsel







	kg


	kilogram(s)







	km


	kilometre(s)







	MDID


	Major Drug Investigation Division (Vic.)







	MDMA


	methylenedioxymethamphetamines







	NCA


	National Crime Authority (1984–2002)







	NCSA


	National Safety Council of Australia







	NSW


	New South Wales







	NSWCCA


	New South Wales Court of Criminal Appeal







	NTCCA


	Northern Territory Court of Criminal Appeal







	OMCG


	Outlaw Motor Cycle Gang







	OPI


	Office of Police Integrity (Vic.)







	Pc


	Police Constable







	PC


	Privy Council







	QCA


	Queensland Court of Appeal







	Qld


	Queensland







	RC


	Royal Commission







	RSA


	Returned & Services Association (NZ)







	RSL


	Returned & Services League (Aust)







	RSPCA


	Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to







	Animals


	 







	SA


	South Australia(n)







	SASC


	South Australian Supreme Court







	SC


	Supreme Court







	SCA


	Supreme Court of Appeal







	SCNSW


	Supreme Court of New South Wales







	SMH


	Sydney Morning Herald







	SP


	Starting price (bookmakers)







	Supt


	Superintendent







	SWOS


	Special Weapons & Operations Squad







	TAB


	Totalisator Agency Board







	VFL


	Victorian Football League







	VSC


	Victorian Supreme Court







	VSCA


	Victorian Supreme Court of Appeal







	WA


	Western Australia(n)







	WASC


	Western Australian Supreme Court







	WASCA


	Western Australian Supreme Court of Appeal
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Abberton, Jai


Surfer acquitted in May 2005 of the murder of Anthony Hines, standover man and alleged head of the Maroubra, Sydney Bra Boys. Hines, a twice convicted rapist, was shot three times in the head by Abberton as he drove in the surfer’s girlfriend’s car at Maroubra on 5 August 2003. Abberton claimed the shooting was in self-defence because he believed that Hines would ‘scotch’ (rape) the girl, known as BC, and then kill them both. Hines’ body was stripped of clothing and rolled over a cliff but was not washed away. Abberton was triumphantly acquitted of the murder. Abberton’s brother, Koby, a professional surfer, was convicted of con spiracy to pervert the course of justice and sentenced to a wholly suspended nine months’ imprisonment. In May 2008 Jai Abberton received an eight-month suspended sentence and was banned from driving until 2024 for a string of driving convictions. One was his sixth case of driving while disqualified. On 20 November 2008 Koby Abberton received a three-day sentence in Hawaii after pleading guilty to an assault on an off-duty policeman.


Abbott, Brenden James ‘The Postcard Bandit’


Robber and prison escaper who acquired his nickname from his trademark of sending postcards from various cities and towns in Australia to the searching police. When Abbott was sentenced to 14 years after a Perth bank raid in 1987 that netted $112 000, he told the judge: ‘You are a thorough gentleman, thank you very much’. He did not remain in prison long. He escaped from Fremantle jail two years later with Aaron Reynolds, using the prison workshop to make overalls similar to those worn by the guards, and jumping three metres from a roof. A month later they robbed a TAB in Perth, firing at a pursuing police car. From then on Abbott crisscrossed Australia robbing as he went, often hiding in a bank ceiling overnight ready to confront the staff when they arrived. It was 1995 before this particular spree ended. A police raid in Perth on Abbott’s younger brother Glenn revealed Abbott’s PO box number on the Gold Coast. A search of the box produced his pager, which, in turn, led to the unit where he was living.


This time he pleaded guilty to two robberies and, convicted of a third, was sentenced to 12 years. For the first part of the sentence he was in solitary confinement but once in Sir David Longland prison he began his escape plans. On 5 November 1997, with the help of the then 19-year-old Brendan Berichon who hero-worshipped him, he and three others, including Jason ‘Waxy’ Nixon, escaped. Angel wire was smuggled into the prison by another prisoner’s girlfriend, Natalee Hunter. It was then used to cut through the cell bars. Bolt cutters and an automatic rifle were thrown over and Berichon and the others shot at the guards as Abbott cut through the fence.


On 13 November Abbott carried out a robbery on a Commonwealth Bank on the Gold Coast. Then on 19 December, six weeks after the escape, disguised as a businessman in a grey wig and a false moustache and brandishing a .45 Webley, he took some $300 000 from the Yirrigan Drive branch of the bank in Perth.


Despite ‘sightings’ all over the country, Abbott and Berichon continued to remain one step ahead of their pursuers, mostly living quietly in a cream-painted brick terrace cottage at 41 Nicholson Street, Carlton until, on 14 April 1998, they purchased a blue Toyota Landcruiser in Bendigo. On 20 April two transit policemen stopped the heroin-addicted Berichon in what they thought was a drug deal in a shopping mall in Box Hill.


Berichon produced a false driving licence and, when asked to empty his bag, it was found to contain a number of clean $50 notes. He then drew a gun and shot Constable Baltas in the hip and Sergeant Scott Roberts in the arm before forcing a woman to drive him home. When the police traced him the next day, the Nicholson Street cottage was empty. It was thought that Abbott would split from Berichon as he had done from other former companions but this time, in an error of judgement, he remained loyal to the man who had engineered his escape.


The Toyota was left at Melbourne airport and Berichon and his illegal immigrant girlfriend Ruang Khiankham, known as Michelle, drove to Adelaide and then on to Alice Springs. Berichon and Michelle went on to Darwin and the Luma Luma holiday apartments. Abbott was booked in there for 1 May. Through telephone monitoring and tip-offs the police traced Abbott who had travelled from Queensland to the hotel. In the end the capture of one of Australia’s most wanted men of the time was easy. As he left a nearby laundrette where he had taken his washing, officers from the Territory Response Group were waiting.


Berichon received 13 years, with a nine-year minimum, for his attempt to kill the two police officers. Back in prison the now heavily guarded Abbott, serving 23 years, took up painting. When he complained of chest pains there were fears that he might be planning another escape, and in the autumn of 2006 he was transferred out of the mainstream prison population in Woodford jail to the maximum security Arthur Gorrie Remand and Reception Centre. Abbott may be free by 2021 when he will be 58. (Paul Anderson, Dirty Dozen; Derek Pedley, No Fixed Address, The Hunt for Brenden James Abbott; Derek Pedley, ‘Your Number’s Up’ in The Advertiser, 5 May 1998)


Abbott, Cecil Roy


NSW Police Commissioner from 1981 to 1984, Abbott was generally regarded as a foot soldier who trod cautiously on corruption. He suppressed the report of police investigation for the Ombudsman into complaints by Edgar Azzopardi, but at least recommended a full-scale inquiry into the conduct of Rex Jackson, the Corrective Services Minister. Abbott was heavily criticised by the Stewart Royal Commission over his evidence relating to police telephone intercepts.


Abbott, Keith


At around 4 a.m. on 30 April 2000, Senior Constable Keith Abbott shot and killed 23-year-old Steven Wallace, a Maori, who was rampaging through Waitara, South Island armed with a baseball bat and golf club, smashing cars and breaking 140 windows. After failing to persuade Wallace to put down his weapons, Abbott fired a warning shot and Wallace threw the golf club at him. The officer then fired four shots, killing Wallace. He was cleared of misconduct at a police investigation but in September 2001 the Wallace family brought a private prosecution. In February 2002 the justices found Abbott had acted in self-defence and declined to commit him for trial. This decision was overturned by the Chief Justice in June that year. On 4 December 2002 a jury acquitted Abbott after a deliberation of under three hours. Considerable controversy remains over the case.


Abdallah, Gary


Named by Jason Ryan as a participant in the Walsh Street shootings. Already charged over a $300 000 fire at a Northcote disco in 1988, on 22 February 1989 Abdallah went to see the police with his solicitor and was told that it was only rumour against him. Six weeks later he was killed when police, not connected with the Walsh Street inquiry, shot him at his Carlton flat. They said he had threatened them with a pistol and had refused to drop it when ordered. It turned out to be an imitation one and his friends refused to accept the official version. Abdallah died on 9 April 1989 after 40 days in a coma. (Fitzroy Legal Service, Police Shootings in Victoria 1987–1989)


Abdullah, Mullah


Spiritual leader of cameleers, Abdullah worked at Broken Hill where he quarrelled with a local sanitary inspector over not belonging to a butchers’ union and over the unhygienic slaughter of animals. On 1 January 1915 he and ice-cream salesman Gool Badsha Mahomed, a former soldier in the Turkish army, raised the Turkish flag on Mahomed’s ice-cream cart and fired on a train carrying holidaymakers to the Manchester Unity Order of Oddfellows’ picnic at the mining town of Silverton, NSW. Four were killed and seven wounded in the attack. Abdullah and Mahomed were later killed when, after a three-hour gun battle, their position was stormed by police and members of the local rifle club. It is clear the pair acted alone, but the attack was used to whip up resentment against foreign nationals. This led to the War Precautions Act being rushed through Parliament.


Aberhart, Charles Arthur


Gay drapery store manager beaten to death by six youths near a lavatory in Hagley Park, Christchurch, NZ on 23 January 1964 after he had propositioned one of them. In May that year all six, none of whom gave evidence, were acquitted of his manslaughter.



Abou-Jibal, Faouzi see Michael Ibrahim



Abrahams, John Charles


Housebreaker and Melbourne identity, shot and killed in Melbourne in 1940, see Frederick James ‘Paddles’ Anderson and Dulcie Markham.


Ace of Clubs


First baccarat club opened in 1939 by Henry Stokes on the first floor of 2–7 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. The club was a heavily carpeted room containing eight dummy tables with cards scattered on them in case of a raid, and the baccarat table itself. There could be up to 150 fashionably dressed men and women in the club at any time. The weekly take was over $60 000 in today’s money.


Adam, Frederick ‘Fred’ ‘Bluey’ ‘Thumper’


Talented but corrupt and violent Victorian police officer responsible for sending 12 men to the gallows during his career. He retired from the CIB on 30 July 1960 and in April 1971 was acquitted in the abortion case in which police officers Jack Matthews, Jack Ford and Martin Jacobson were convicted. He obtained his nickname Thumper because of his violence to prisoners. Not without a sense of humour, when asked his nickname in court, he confounded the defence barrister by replying, ‘Honest Fred’. He was described by one former judge as ‘an old bastard; a thug-style copper’. He died from stomach cancer on 14 April 1972. (Alan Dower, ‘“Mister” Blue’ in Truth (M), 30 June 1962; James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Adams, Trudie


Sydney teenager who disappeared on 25 June 1978 after leaving a dance at Newport Surf Lifesaving Club. In July 2008 the police posted a $25 000 reward for information leading to a conviction. In the period 1971–78 several people had committed up to 14 violent sexual assaults on young women in and around the Ku-ring-gai Chase National Park. It was thought Trudie Adams had been attacked by at least two people.


Adelaide Gaol


Known as the Stone Jug, the prison opened in 1841 and closed in 1988. The last person hanged there was Glen Sabre Valance on 24 November 1964; the youngest was 19-year-old William Ridgeway on 1 January 1874. It reopened as a tourist attraction offering overnight stays. These were cancelled in early 2007 because the accommodation did not meet the appropriate safety standards. (Adelaide Advertiser, 28 November 2007)


Adelaide Oval abductions


On 25 August 1973 Joanne Ratcliffe, aged 11, and four-year-old Kirste Gordon were kidnapped as they went to a lavatory near what is now the Sir Donald Bradman stand during a Norwood–North Adelaide game. The girls were seen with a young blond man a short distance from the stand, but there has been no trace of them since. Bevan Von Einem has been considered a suspect without any hard evidence to support the contention.



Agostini, Antonio and Linda see Pyjama Girl Case



Ahau, Lamonai


Tongan national Lamonai Ahau was convicted of the murder of his estranged wife Langaola in Mangere Bridge, Auckland in February 2002. He hit her with a chopping board, fracturing her skull and splitting the board in two, and then stabbed her 42 times. The Deportation Review Tribunal confirmed that on completion of his sentence Ahau would be deported. (Dominion Post, 2 April 2005)


Aitken, Renee


Five-year-old abducted from her bedroom at Narooma on the far south coast of NSW on 16 February 1984. There have been several worldwide ‘sightings’; one American woman has claimed to be the adult Renee. It has been suggested that convicted pedophile Michael Anthony Guider, serving a sentence for the murder of Samantha Knight, kept a scrapbook of cuttings relating to Renee’s disappearance.


Al, Yasif


Al, a 45-year-old, Coburg-based drug dealer, was found guilty of the murder of rival drug dealer Osman Duymaz at Flemington on 11 May 1986. Following a quarrel when Al had been ejected from a Turkish coffee lounge, Duymaz bled to death after being shot in the legs. On 25 July 1989 Al was ordered to serve 10 years before becoming eligible for parole. He told the judge he feared his family was in danger from a drug mafia of Italians, Turks and Yugoslavs.


Alam, Anthony Alexander


Long-serving politician of Lebanese origin and an active supporter of the Lebanese community. Alam represented Labor from 1925 to 1958 in the NSW legislature. In 1936 Alam was named by Truth as part-owner of Grahams, a nightclub on Hunter Street, Sydney, owned by Phil Jeffs. Alam sued the paper for libel claiming £10 000, but settled for a derisory £5. He died in Sydney on 9 August 1983.


Alder, Dartelle


Maori rapist and murderer of Wellington woman Margaret Lynne Baxter. On 21 January 2001, Alder deliberately ran her down in his black Mitsubishi when she was jogging in Stock Road, near the Hastings suburb of Flaxmere. He raped and sodomised her and, after beating her with a field tile, stabbed her 35 times. He then put the body in the boot of his car and drove home. At his trial he told the judge he could remember killing her but not the sex attacks. Alder, who had no previous convictions, was sentenced to life imprisonment with a non-parole period of 15 years, increased to 17 years on appeal in June 2002. In September 2006 he was charged with murdering a fellow Hawkes Bay inmate, Black Power gang member Sonny Keremete, whom he stabbed three times. Alder, who claimed he acted in self-defence when he returned to his cell and found Keremete playing music on his stereo, was acquitted on 17 May 2007.


Alderdice, Gary


After the collapse of his marriage, New Zealand-born Hong Kong-based lawyer known as ‘Never Plead Guilty Gary’, Alderdice started making trips on the hydrofoil to neighbouring Macau. Gambling there had been taken over by Russian mafiya in association with the local Triad organisations, and a whole army of prostitutes, mainly from the Vladivostok area, was working the hotel circuit. Among them was the attractive strawberry blonde, Natalya Samofalova. Her contract had been signed in Macau, and as protection for themselves, very sensibly the local Triads had retained her work papers. For Alderdice it was love at first sight, which seems to have been reciprocated. He took up with Samofalova in early April 1994 and the pair stayed first in his hotel room and then in a cottage at the Westin Resort until 9 May. But Alderdice declined to pay her owners for her services. When her papers came up for renewal the Triads refused to return them to her and she was obliged to leave. On 23 June Alderdice flew to Vladivostok where he was met by Samofalova at the airport. He had, it was said, taken with him approximately $150 000. The next day Samofalova’s mother called at her flat, could get no reply and with the help of a neighbour prised open the steel door. Inside she found both Alderdice and her daughter—who seemed to have been tortured— dead. Later, $20 000 was found in the ransacked apartment. The most prevalent rumour was that Alderdice had taken the money to buy his girlfriend’s contract but they had been killed to demonstrate the power of the mafiya. In some stories all the money was left untouched. Five years after the killings came a confession from a woman the police initially identified only as Olga, who had worked with Samofalova. She claimed she and two men had been persuaded to rob the pair. He was shot and Samofalova was tied to a chair and tortured to make her reveal the whereabouts of the money but only $2000 was found. Unfortunately for the police, Olga died from drug addiction four days later, and one of the men subsequently denied the story. The other man, whom she claimed actually shot the pair, was thought to have died in a gangland killing back in 1995. It is just one of those stories where the suspects are conveniently dead or untouchable. (James Morton, Gangland International )


Aldridge, Patricia Ann


2005 New Zealand prison escapee described by police as a serial burglar. Other convictions dating back to 1984 included aggravated robbery with a firearm, threats to kill and a $51 000 smash and grab crime spree involving six burglaries in four hours in the Manawatu region. See Melissa Wepa.


Alexander, Brian


Solicitors’ clerk born in Sydney in 1939. Initially Alexander worked with Philip N Roach, a solicitor with a practice dealing with lower level criminals and prostitutes in the Kings Cross area. During this time he took correspondence courses to qualify either as a solicitor or barrister but he never completed them. While employed by Roach he became known to, and later the associate of, not only criminals, but also a group of detectives in the NSW force. After working for Roach for nearly 20 years he then joined John Aston. One of the men with whom Alexander dealt was the notorious Neddy Smith. Alexander took some $3000 from him to obtain bail on a receiving charge and later came to his aid when Smith fell foul of the corrupt officer Roger Rogerson. Smith was found to have some $39 000 for which he could not account and which the police said came from drug smuggling. Smith’s half-brother had also been arrested. Alexander sold Smith the statements his brother was said to have made against him. Smith then allegedly bought the whole of the evidence against him for $4000 and was asked for $50 000 for the case to be dropped against his wife, who was about to be charged. He paid the money but the next day conspiracy charges were preferred. He sent for Alexander, who refunded $25 000 saying the rest had gone to two police officers. Alexander was, however, involved not only with Smith but also with some seriously heavy players in international drug smuggling.


What emerged at the Stewart Royal Commission was that Alexander was a tried and trusted man on Terrence John Clark’s staff with valuable contacts in the Narcotics Bureau. Witnesses told the Commission that if a member of the syndicate was arrested Alexander would be contacted and would not only provide legal representation but would also report back to Clark whether they were remaining staunch. On a legitimate income of $32 000 Alexander earned $130 000 in the year before his death. On 9 June 1978 couriers Douglas and Isabel Wilson were arrested by the Queensland Police in Brisbane. Although they were never charged they spent some time providing information on tape on the workings of the Clark organisation. Through Alexander, Clark purchased copies of the tapes for $25 000. On 18 May 1979 the Wilsons’ bodies were found in a shallow grave in Danny Street, Rye, Victoria. On 25 March 1981 Alexander was arrested and charged with conspiracy with two federal narcotics agents. The allegation was that the three of them had disclosed confidential information to Clark. The case was dismissed at the committal proceedings because the Crown could not prove beyond doubt the source of the leaks. It was, however, the end of Alexander’s legal career. He was effectively unemployable and drifted into drink and working in hotels. Now it was learned that he was likely to give evidence to the Commission and name names, dates, places and amounts. On 21 December 1981, shortly after Alexander was seen drinking with three men in the King’s Head Tavern near his offices on Park Street, Sydney, he disappeared. Two weeks later his car was found abandoned near The Gap at Watson’s Bay, a place known for suicides. According to Smith, however, Alexander was too much of a coward to commit suicide. Smith had heard a story that Alexander had been driven to the Darling Street wharf in Balmain from where, handcuffed behind his back, he was thrown from a launch with an old gas stove tied to his body. He was apparently still alive and crying when he went in the water. Smith concludes this moral tale, ‘But I had no part in it. That was something I wouldn’t wish even on someone like Brian Alexander.’ (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia; Neddy Smith, Catch and Kill Your Own)


Alford, Graeme ‘Tubby’


Former alcoholic Melbourne solicitor who served 16 months for embezzlement and then five years after a botched bank raid in Chapel Street, Prahran in 1982. He later wrote Never Give Up and became an inspirational speaker and agent who brought the likes of Nelson Mandela and Mikhail Gorbachev to the Australian speakers’ circuit. When Pentridge was redeveloped, he purchased Cell 43 in D division to house his collection of fine wines. (R v Haildey and Alford (1984) VR 229; The Age, 6 August 1997)


Allan, Norman Thomas William ‘Norm’ ‘The Foreman’


In 1962 at the age of 52 Allan—whose cases on the NSW police force included the arrest of kidnapper Wally Mellish as well as the Bogle-Chandler mystery— was appointed Police Commissioner, the youngest ever. Allan was derisively known as the Mushroom, because he was kept in the dark and fed muck by his subordinates. Others suggest Allan had a corrupt relationship with Premier Robert Askin, taking money from gaming clubs. It is claimed that Allan suppressed the diaries of Richard Gabriel Reilly after the standover man was shot to death. He was also badly damaged by the Arantz disclosures on the massaging of crime figures. His most disastrous act was to ensure the promotion of Fred Hanson to Commissioner in November 1972. Allan died on 28 November 1977. (David Hickie, The Prince and the Premier; Evan Whitton, Can of Worms)


Allard, Francis John


On 10 June 1948 the body of Allard, who claimed he was a wharf labourer but was actually a standover man and confidence trickster, was found in a storm water canal at Huntley Street, Alexandria, a Sydney suburb. He had first appeared in court at the age of 11. Immediately prior to his death he had been working as a card sharper on trains. About 9 p.m. the previous evening he had literally been lifted off the main street in Lidcombe and bundled into a car, which was driven off with his legs hanging out of the window. A post mortem showed he had at least 25 small wounds in the head and on one hand, suggesting he had been prodded with a heavy instrument, most likely a hammer. In the early hours of 12 June the police forced a car to the side of the road in Camden and his one-time partner Percy Neville was arrested and charged with Allard’s murder. At his trial in September 1948, Neville made a statement from the dock saying he knew Allard only slightly, had certainly not killed him and had been playing cards with friends at Kings Cross that night. The jury failed to agree, as they did at the retrial in December. No further evidence was offered.


Allard, Victor Frederick


Melbourne Painter and Docker shot on 5 December 1977 at the Bayview Hotel, Cecil Street, when drinking with friends in the afternoon. By the time the police arrived his friends had left, as had the shooter. A bullet was later removed from Allard’s bowel and he survived. On 9 February 1979 Allard, who had been dealing heroin to prostitutes, was shot dead in Fitzroy Street, St Kilda. A woman who was with him at the time was unhurt. It was known he was owed a substantial sum of money by dealers and it was suggested that Dennis Allen may have been instrumental in his death. (Inquisition 415/19 VSRO)


Allen, Dennis Bruce ‘Dr Death’


Drug-dealing, murderous eldest son of Kath Pettingill. Allen, born on 7 November 1951, grew up in West Heidelberg in what was the old Olympic Village, Melbourne. He built a substantial drug-trafficking empire, at the same time working as a property developer, enforcer, robber, murderer and police informer. As a juvenile he recorded a string of minor convictions, and at the age of 19 was charged with rape. He was acquitted but convicted of unlawful carnal knowledge, and put on a $200 good behaviour bond.


His career took off when, on 17 October 1973, with his younger brother Peter and two others, he went to a girl’s flat in Sandringham after being paid $500 to shoot her boss. The girl said she did not know where he was and was raped by Allen. Her young sister was indecently assaulted. A shot was fired through a wall and Peter Allen clubbed her boyfriend with a pistol. It was a pattern of violence that Dennis Allen would exhibit for the rest of his life. He received 10 years and was ordered to serve a minimum of five.


He was immediately in trouble on his release in 1978. First, he allowed his young half-brother Jamie Ryan, on the run from a young offender’s institute, to stay with him and Allen was charged with harbouring. He was charged separately with possessing a pistol and a rifle and quickly added another gun charge and another of theft. Convicted on the gun charges he was allowed to remain on bail while he appealed and he failed to surrender.


He remained at large until May 1979 when he was attacked in a hotel in Frankston. He had been called by a girl who said she was in danger. Shots were fired and Allen was hit over the head with a rifle. He had thoughtfully armed himself with a piece of pipe before he went in and, as he staggered out, he was arrested. He was successful in pleading self-defence but the gun conviction stood and he was returned to prison for breach of parole.


Released on 2 July 1982 he moved into the drug business in Stephenson Street, Richmond where his mother ran a brothel. Allen lived with his mother, his wife, whom he had married while in prison, and their two children. Four months later he was arrested for possession of heroin. He had also started to grow cannabis plants and was arrested for that enterprise in February 1983.


On 27 May 1983, Greg Pasche, who had been befriended by Allen and his mother, vanished and did not reappear until late summer, when his decomposing body was found on Mount Dandenong. He had been stabbed in the head and the blow had fractured his skull. There were a variety of reasons why he might have been killed. He was drug dealing and debt collecting on behalf of Allen and also working as a male prostitute.


Shortly after that another Allen associate, drug addict Victor Gouroff, disappeared. He was last seen on 20 November and his body was never found. Allen was considered to be a prime suspect in his death, as well as that of another woman shot in the same year. Gouroff had convictions for armed robbery, theft and possession of firearms and was thought to have shot Pasche.


Allen was also acting as an armourer, and it was around this time that he became a police informer. It was also around this time that in a drugged and drunken fit he shot and killed Wayne Stanhope.


Allen had now become involved with drug dealer Alan Williams as well as Roger Rogerson and Chris Flannery, and it was at Allen’s instigation that Roy ‘Red Rat’ Pollitt killed Lindsay Simpson in mistake for his brother-in-law Alan Williams, who was owed between $15 000 and $20 000 by Allen for drugs.


In November 1984 came the death of prostitute Helga Wagnegg who was given a hot shot by Allen. In his role of informer Allen told the police that her body could be found in the Yarra River.


On 6 November 1985 Allen shot and killed Anthony Kenny, after an afternoon’s drinking at the Allen house with his friend Peter Robertson and some others. Robertson was charged and acquitted when Kath Pettingill told the court that Allen had confessed to her that it was his finger on the trigger. By this time Allen was dead and so the jury was deprived of his testimony.


He must have been passing on high quality information because he was repeatedly given bail and, on conviction, was being bailed pending appeal. At the time of his death he was awaiting trial on no less than 60 charges. He had suffered one minor inconvenience on the way. On 21 January 1987 he appeared at the County Court in respect of charges of possessing heroin relating back to 1983. Two days later there was a police raid on his home when seven pistols, two shotguns and a silencer were found. Two days after that Allen was shot in the leg. He hoped that this ruse would abort the trial but the judge merely adjourned it until Allen was fit.


His health deteriorated and he spent nearly two months in hospital. When he left on 11 March he was arrested and charged with the murder of Wayne Stanhope. He could now not walk and had to be moved in a wheelchair. His luck in the courts had run out. He was remanded in custody and returned to St Vincent’s Hospital where he died on 13 April. (Paul Anderson, Shotgun City; Adrian Tame, The Matriarch)


Allen, Peter


Born 25 January 1953, the second son of Kath Pettingill and younger brother of Dennis Allen. On 17 October 1973, after being involved in a rape incident with his elder brother, Peter Allen went on a shooting spree around Melbourne for which he received a sentence of 14 years. Released in August 1985, three years later he received a maximum sentence of 13 years for dealing in heroin and conspiracy to commit armed robbery. In 1994 he received a further seven years for drug trafficking while in prison. In 2007 it was announced he was to be given a sentence audit. (Adrian Tame, The Matriarch)


Allen, William Allan Ruthven ‘Bill’


Appointed Chief Superintendent of NSW police by Neville Wran, despite the reser va tions of Mervyn Wood. He joined the force in 1939, and from 1979 to 1981 underwent a rapid series of promotions. On 1 December 1981, when Allen was the Assistant Commissioner for licensing, allegations were made that on five occasions that year he had given Warren Molloy, then Chief of the Special Licensing Squad, $500 cash in an envelope. There were also questions about Allen’s involvement in a casino and problems caused by the regular visits of Abe Saffron to Allen’s office. On 6 June 1981 Allen, his wife and 23-year-old daughter had flown first class on Pan Am to Hawaii where they stayed free of charge at the home of Lori Yip, the daughter of the head of the Macau Trotting Club. On 11 June they went on to San Francisco, staying again free of charge in the Holiday Inn at Union Square, courtesy of ‘representations’ by the Sydney bookmaker, Bill Waterhouse. Then it was on to Las Vegas where the tab was picked up by Jack Rooklyn. This was the second freebie trip in as many months because earlier in May, Allen, his wife and daughter had been guests of the Sociedade de Turismo e Diversoes de Macao, run by the Yip family, staying at the Lisboa. They had flown through a Trans World agency but Allen told the tribunal he had paid $3000 cash for the tickets three months later. On his birthday there had been a private dinner at the Macau Trotting Club where Allen was given a gold watch by Lori Yip’s brother, Tony. Allen was a man who liked cash. He told a subsequent inquiry into his conduct he was a regular winner at the races. He bought his house with cash, paid off his American Express card in cash and, he said, he kept $10 000 cash at home. In turn the inquiry told him that by accepting hospitality and associating with the likes of Saffron and Rooklyn he had acted in a manner likely to discredit the police. By paying money to Molloy he had tried to compromise him. Allen resigned.


Allsop, Rowena


Melbourne bail justice and friend of Mick Gatto and Alphonse Gangitano, Allsop had been with the latter shortly before he was shot in January 1998. Two years earlier she had given character evidence on Gangitano’s behalf when he pleaded guilty to 13 charges including assault, making threats to kill and resisting arrest. Prevailed upon to speak at his funeral—held at the underworld’s favourite church St Mary’s Star of the Sea, West Melbourne—dressed in turquoise and her voice trembling with emotion, she spoke of his wit, his love of Oscar Wilde and his passion for Dolce & Gabbana aftershave lotion.


Altintas, Bora ‘The Adelaide Assassin’


Former boxer, drug dealer and Finks associate, sentenced to 11 years and four months for heroin trafficking in 1989. In December 1996 in Adelaide he was shot repeatedly, leaving over 100 pellets in his body. The next year he moved to Victoria where he was linked to interstate drug trafficking. Arrested for drug offences in 1998 he was shot and killed in a telephone box in Adelaide on 21 September that year. His nickname came from the boxing ring rather than his killing abilities.


Ambrosy, Peter Leslie


On 22 February 2008 Melbourne solicitor Ambrosy received seven years with a minimum of five to be served for a tax fraud the trial judge described as ‘stunning’. He had devised a scheme whereby investors who put money into companies that failed could claim money back from the tax office. The scheme was said to have netted $185 million over three years. An appeal was lodged. (CR 06-03325)


Anas, Steve


On the run in Greece since the 26 April 1994 death of Toula Soravia, who was shot and killed in a robbery when she was on the way to the bank with the takings from her family’s service station in Summer Hill, Sydney. Anas, allegedly the master mind, has been found not guilty in the Greek courts and because he is a Greek citizen he has avoided extradition. Two others involved in Soravia’s death, David Zammit and Hakki Souleyman, were jailed for her murder. (R v Zammit [1999] NSWCCA 65)


Anderson, Ernest and Alexander


North West Australian pastoralists charged in 1897 with the murder of three Aboriginals at Bendhu Station, WA. Alexander died of typhoid before the trial. Ernest was convicted of manslaughter and, when sentencing him to penal servitude for life, Chief Justice Onslow commented that the killings were ‘nothing but a deliberate, brutal, base cruel murder’. (Western Australia State Solicitors Office File LC/2004/43)


Anderson, Frederick James ‘Paddles’


Born in 1914 and known as ‘Paddles’—because of the size of his feet or, he said, from his days as a kid in a swimming pool—or ‘Big Doll’, Anderson was regarded as a first among equals in Sydney crime for over four decades. After a two-year sentence for assault in the 1930s he was alleged to have shot and killed Melbourne identity John Charles Abrahams on 16 June 1940 in Johnston Street, Collingwood. Earlier both Abrahams and Anderson had been with boxer James ‘Red’ Maloney, of the then well-known Fitzroy family. Anderson left the group and Abrahams went with Maloney to his sister’s house. As they were leaving at 2.30 a.m. he was shot in the neck. Maloney took him to hospital where he died. A witness, Phyllis West, identified Anderson but later downgraded her evidence, claiming she was no longer sure. Anderson produced an alibi in the form of a taxi driver whom he had treated to a steak and egg meal at a diner in Bourke Street, and in September the jury took only a short time to acquit him. One of the problems for the prosecution was that it could not ascribe a motive to Anderson but it is likely that the quarrel was over Dulcie Markham, whose favours both men were enjoying.


Outside court Anderson, who described himself as a caterer, told his barrister Maurice Goldberg, ‘God, that’s better than winning the lottery’, promising him a present on each anniversary of the acquittal. He also indicated that this was the last time he would be associating with unsuitable company. It was not to be. Four months later he appeared in court in Sydney on a charge of consorting with criminals in William Street, for which he received one month. He was acquitted of standing over a bookmaker and fined for assaults on two police officers and obtaining a motor licence and registration documents by false pretences. From then on his career was onwards and upwards.


A senior member of the East Coast Milieu, Anderson worked closely with the corrupt detective Ray Kelly in brothel and abortion rackets, taking over control after Kelly’s death. A witness in the Whiskey Au Go Go murder trial in Brisbane in October 1973, Anderson said he no longer really knew Lennie McPherson. He did however have business interests with the Chicago killer John Marshall Caifano. Reputed to have hung a leading Sydney-based jockey out of the window by his ankles for winning when the money was not down, Anderson is also reputed to have said, ‘There’s a bit of bad in the best of us and a bit of good in the worst of us’. A traditionalist who believed that the influx of Asian criminals was a bad thing for Sydney, he died in early January 1985 and is buried in Waverley Cemetery. (Truth (NSW), 22 September 1940, 5 January 1941; Evan Whitton, Can of Worms)


Anderson, James McCartney ‘Big Jim’


No relation to ‘Paddles’, James Anderson was born in Glasgow in 1930. He joined the Marines at the age of 16 and later became a coach driver before becoming a traffic policeman in New Zealand. He could clearly turn his hand to most things because in the late 1950s he came to Sydney as manager of the Hi-Fives, a Maori showband that played at Andre’s nightclub. It was then he met Abe Saffron, the so-called Mr Sin. Superficially Anderson was a friendly, gregarious man but those who knew and feared him thought he had a very nasty temper. He had worked with Saffron for some five years before the heiress Juanita Nielsen disappeared. In 1970 he encountered the fearsome standover man Donny ‘The Glove’ Smith in the Venus Room in Orwell Street, Kings Cross. Smith hit Anderson, breaking his jaw, and in turn Anderson shot him three times in the chest and back as Smith was running away. He claimed self-defence on the basis that Smith was running away to fetch a gun. The initial charge of murder was reduced to manslaughter and the case was then ‘no-billed’, a decision which the Parliamentary Joint Committee found ‘difficult to understand’—except it was made under the Askin government, where certain criminals allegedly held at least a partial control over both the police and the administration. In the late 1960s in partnership with Saffron, Anderson owned a number of clubs, strip joints and bars including the Carousel, the Venus Room and Les Girls, which he managed. When asked whether the girls were renting rooms above the Venus Room for the purposes of prostitution he replied, ‘I don’t think they were playing Scrabble’. Some time around Nielsen’s disappearance and death Anderson fell out with Saffron and turned informer for the National Crime Authority. The Committee listed their unproven allegations against Anderson and Saffron as including extortion, arson, bribery, drugs and running prostitutes. He also turned state witness against Saffron, who was sentenced to three years for tax evasion. For his sins he was shot in the hallway of a supposed police safe house in early January 1988.


In fact it is surprising that he lived long enough to die of cancer on 15 July 2003. In the 1980s he had been badly burned in a petrol bomb attack. In 1988 he saved six sailors during a typhoon and received a bravery award. In 1995 Anderson had suffered a heart attack and moved to the Blue Mountains from where he regularly visited Las Vegas and the Philippines, where he was a welcome visitor. Later he contracted avian pneumonia from feeding rosellas and was taken to hospital where his cancer was diagnosed. Although he is named by Allan Saffron as Nielsen’s killer, Anderson always denied any involvement in her disappearance, himself naming Fred Krahe as the actual killer. Certainly Krahe had connections. It was he who organised the gangs which terrorised the Victoria Street protesters. (Alan Saffron, Gentle Satan; Neil Mercer, SMH, 3 January 1988, 18 February 1990, 22 July 2003)


Anderson, John David and Michael


Sydney identity convicted along with his son Michael in 2008 of an attempted importation of 27 kg of cocaine strapped to the hull of the Tampa and another vessel. The haul, worth $11 million, was discovered by New Zealand officers and substituted. The Tampa was then tracked and Michael Anderson was seen allegedly trying to dive to retrieve the drugs. John Anderson is alleged to have been a close friend of disgraced Crime Commission officer Mark Standen. In November 2008 Anderson was jailed for 18 years and Michael, who had no priors, for 10. John Anderson lodged an intention to appeal in December 2008. (Sun Herald, 3 August 2008)


Anderson, Rebecca May


The mutilated body of Rebecca Anderson was found on 10 May 1924 on wasteland near Long Bay jail. She had been married at the age of 17 to a much older foreign seaman and had degenerated into low class prostitution. Her internal injuries had been filled with sand and vegetables. At the time of her death she was suffering from venereal disease and it was suggested the killing might have been an act of revenge by an infected person. (Truth (NSW), 22 June 1924)


Anderson, Tim


Public relations officer of the Ananda Marga Hindu sect opposed to the Burmese government. Along with Paul Alister and Ross Dunn he was wrongly convicted of the murder of three who died in the 13 February 1978 bombing of the Hilton Hotel, Sydney, when the hotel was under tight security due to a meeting of the Commonwealth Heads of Government. Sentenced to 16 years in 1985 the three were released after an inquiry headed by Mr Justice Wood. Anderson was awarded compensation after his conviction was quashed on 6 June 1991. Evan Pederick later confessed to involvement in the bombing and in September 1989 was sentenced to 20 years. In 1989 Anderson wrote a book about his experiences in prison. (Tim Anderson, Inside Outlaws)


Anderson, Trevor John ‘Stretch’


One time bouncer, boxer—who acquired his nickname because of his reach— and bodyguard to Robert Dix, Anderson shot and killed his estranged de facto and her flatmate before turning the gun on himself at Brash’s store in Greensborough Shopping Centre, Melbourne around 2.30 p.m. on 4 January 1983.


Anderson, Walter John


Convicted in 1966 of the murder of two men at Funnell Creek, Anderson was released immediately after corrupt police officer Jack Herbert admitted to the Fitzgerald Inquiry that he had been verballed, a practice endemic in the Queensland force in the 1960s. He had served 22 years of his sentence.


Andrews, Joedan


On the weekend of 14 December 2002, two-year-old Joedan Andrews was reported missing from the Dareton Aboriginal Mission, NSW apparently after being abducted while asleep in bed. At the end of a six-week-hunt part of the boy’s body was found some 80 metres from the spot where he was said to have disappeared. His head had been cut off with a chicken knife. In 2008 a coronial inquest heard allegations that the child had fallen through the open window of a speeding car during a drunken game of chicken involving Colin ‘Collyboy’ Moore, the de facto of Joedan’s mother, Sarah Andrews. The child’s stepfather Jason Knight, said to be distraught over the loss of the child, committed suicide at the John Moroney Correctional Centre on 22 January 2003 some 18 days after his scheduled release from prison.


Andrews, Norman


Robber and bludger hanged with Jean Lee for the murder of ‘Old’ Bill Kent in 1951.


Andrews, Robert James


Sentenced to life imprisonment for the murder of his girlfriend Christine Jenkins at Ferryden Park, Adelaide in 1994. The prosecution alleged he strangled her when she refused to have sex after returning from a Christmas party. Andrews later claimed $6000 for injuries when he alleged he was not supplied with a pillow in Yatala jail in April 2002. As a result he used a rolled up canvas blanket that gave him such severe abrasions he could not work for six weeks. His claim was dismissed. In 2005 over 30 prisoners lodged claims against the South Australian government for injuries ranging from ‘cuts to finger’ to ‘needle stitch’. (Sunday Mail, 30 October 2005)


Angilletta, Vincenzo


Calabrian standover man and challenger to Vincenzo Muratore and Domenico Demarte for control of Melbourne’s Queen Victoria Market in the early 1960s. Angilletta, who had a market garden in the now urbanised Kew, saw the opportunity to transform the operation into something resembling the Mafia, leaning not only on the Italian community. His suggestions were rejected and foolhardily he turned his back on Demarte and the market, declaring he would no longer sell his fruit and vegetables to the Honoured Society wholesalers. Asked to reconsider, he refused and was stabbed. He still refused to conform and was kidnapped and taken to Woodend where he was stripped and smeared with excrement as a final warning. He still would not cooperate and went against all known rules, selling his market garden produce to a Greek family. He set up his own society, la Bastarda, in opposition to Demarte and there must have been some displeasure with the top brass of L’Onorata for he quickly picked up 300 members. His success did not last. He was shot in the early hours of 4 April 1963 outside his home in Chapman Street, Northcote with two barrels fired from a lupara, the sawn-off shotgun favoured first by Calabrian shepherds and later by mafiosi.


Angry Gang


Aryan prison gang formed in the 1990s that gradually took over control of drug dealing, extortion and enforcement in Queensland prisons. Members included Mark Day and Jason Nixon.


Ansell, Rodney William


Said to be the prototype for Crocodile Dundee, Ansell, who had survived being lost in the bush as a young man, shot and killed police officer Glenn Huitson at a road block on 3 August 1999 on the intersection of the Stuart Highway and Old Byrne Road at Acacia, 55 kilometres south of Darwin. In turn Ansell was killed by other officers. He had once run a cattle station but had a 1992 conviction for cattle duffing. Resentful of the success of the film Crocodile Dundee, his mental condition was said to have deteriorated after he lost the station. He blamed the NT government for not properly compensating him during a disease eradication program in which he lost 3000 cattle. This led to financial difficulties and his losing the station. (Rodney Ansell and Rachel Percy, To Fight the Wild)


Applebee, Desmond


The first man convicted in Australia on DNA evidence. In 1989, presented with the forensic evidence, he changed his defence in Canberra to three counts of sexual assault from ‘I wasn’t there’ to consent. He was nevertheless convicted. In the same year George Kaufman, who had raped 16 women in Melbourne suburbs over a four year period, was also convicted on DNA evidence. Sentenced to 21 years with an 18-year non-parole period he was released in November 2002. (Nicholas Cowdery, ‘Where Did I Leave My DNA?’ Speech to Annual DPP Solicitors Conference 2002)


Arantz, Philip Neville


In December 1971 Arantz, a New South Wales detective sergeant, exposed the massaging of the 1971 crime figures by the Askin government in the Sydney Morning Herald. He was promptly certified mentally sick and sectioned for three days. In January 1972 he was dismissed without pension for misconduct and an Employment Appeal Tribunal unanimously upheld the dismissal. Askin also indicated that any firm in the computer industry employing Arantz would be looked on with extreme disfavour. It was only after an outcry when, a decade later, disgraced NSW Deputy Commissioner Bill Allen was granted a detective sergeant’s pension, that Arantz was given $250 000 compensation by the Wran government which, after championing him when in opposition, had effectively abandoned him when in office. His name was eventually cleared by special legislation. He died on 4 March 1998. (Philip Arantz, Collusion of Powers)


Arena, Giuseppe ‘Joe’


Insurance broker and money launderer known as the ‘Friendly Godfather’. In 1951, then head waiter at Mario’s, a Melbourne restaurant, he was fined £10 for bringing an automatic weapon into Victoria. At the hearing he claimed he was not a member of the Black Hand. In 1976 he received two years for manslaughter after killing his wife’s lover. Arena was thought of as a potential successor to Liborio Benvenuto in controlling the Queen Victoria Market until he was shot and killed in his own backyard in Bayswater on 1 August 1988.


Arico, Rocco


Drug-dealing associate of Dino Dibra and Carl Williams sentenced in June 2001 to nine years with a minimum of seven for his part in the attempted murder of Vincenzo Godino in a road-rage shooting at Taylors Lakes on 15 July 2000. Godino, trapped by his seat belt, was shot five times. In December 2001 Arico was sentenced to four and a half years for kidnap and extorting $5000 from the victim’s brother. The kidnap, in which Dibra had also been involved, had been caught on a police surveillance tape. Arico was also believed to have been at a St Kilda motel when Richard Mladenich was shot dead. In 2015 he was granted bail following an arrest for extortion, allegedly having threatened to kill an associate unless he settled a $100 000 drug debt. He has denied the allegation. (R v Arico, Nos 1 and 2 [2002] VSCA 230)


Arkinstall, Derwent Evans


Released at the age of 62 from Brisbane jail in December 1982, Arkinstall was then Queensland’s longest serving prisoner. In 1939 then aged 18 he had been convicted of the murder of taxi-driver Howard Thomas Chambers on 23 May that year. Chambers was shot three times from behind and his body dragged into a roadside bush on Pacific Highway. The motive does not seem to have been robbery because Chambers was found with £5 and 10 shillings in his pockets. On 11 December 1946 he escaped from Boggo Road Gaol with Arthur ‘Slim’ Halliday and was recaptured five days later hiding in mangroves on Diana Island. (Jack Sim and Caroline Stevenson, Escape from Boggo Road)


Armaguard Security Robbery


A meticulously rehearsed and planned robbery—possibly for up to a year— of an Armaguard security vehicle in Richmond, Melbourne on the morning of 22 June 1994. It was a deceptively simple operation. The van was stopped by a council road gang as it turned from Punt Road towards the South Eastern Arterial. Apparently there were workers wearing hard hats and overalls and one man carried a stop sign and another a broom. Unfortunately the set up was a fake. The man with the stop sign halted the vehicle and another of the supposed workers had a key that fitted the van doors. Two of the crew were dragged into the rear compartment and handcuffed. One of the robbers then drove the vehicle into a dead end and the team escaped with a haul of over $2.5 million. The team had been seen on a number of occasions rehearsing and carrying out their supposed roadworks and the operation was thought to have been financed by a series of smaller bank raids in and around Melbourne. Some $40 000 was recovered when what was probably a second team began to change stolen notes in Melbourne banks some two months after the robbery. None of the robbers were ever charged and the fall-out among the players seems to have been negligible. One man who had been questioned but not charged was found dying on the pavement in a Brunswick street in December 1997. He had been beaten with a wheel brace. (Paul Anderson, Dirty Dozen)


Armfield, Lillian May


In 1915, Armfield and Maud Rhodes were the first two women appointed Special Constables in Sydney. They were obliged to sign an agreement depriving them of any rights of compensation in case of injury. Rhodes resigned in 1922 to get married—obligatory for policewomen until 1961—by which time they had been joined by another woman. Armfield specialised in tracing runaway girls and warning them of the moral and physical dangers of associating with criminals. She retired in 1949 and died in August 1971. (Vince Kelly, Rugged Angel)


Armstrong, Timothy Raymond


Drug dealer and 1991 murder victim of Kerry Leanne Calder and Anthony Charles Bannon.


Arnott, Russell Laurence


Nineteen years after he shot and killed security guard Daniel John Zigante in the back during a botched robbery outside Kmart at Altona Gate Shopping Centre, Melbourne, on 3 March 1985, Arnott confessed to the murder. At the trial he withdrew the confession saying he had made it because of psychological problems, but was convicted on 18 September 2007 and sentenced to 17 years’ imprisonment with a minimum of 12 and a half to be served. (R v Arnott [2007] VSC 321)


Arthurs, Dante Wyndham


On 17 September 2007 Arthurs pleaded guilty to murdering eight-year-old Sofia Rodrigues-Urrutia-Shu at a Perth shopping centre on 26 June the previous year. Her 14-year-old brother found her stripped body in a lavatory some 10 minutes after she disappeared. The plea came as something of a surprise because two months earlier the judge had ruled out a substantial part of admissions he was alleged to have made. He was sentenced to life imprisonment with a minimum of 13 years to be served. After his conviction it was revealed the DPP had earlier abandoned a prosecution against Arthurs for assaulting another eight-year-old girl because he considered a conviction unlikely. There was also speculation that Arthurs was Robert Thompson, the English child killer of toddler James Bulger in Liverpool, something denied by the British High Commission in Canberra. Arthurs had, however, been questioned over an assault of a young girl in England, but an identification parade had not been carried out and he had entered Australia without this coming to the notice of the authorities. (Arthurs v State of Western Australia [2007] WASC 182)


Asciak, John


Perth identity alleged to have financed the fatal drug run of Kevin John Barlow. On 15 June 1988 he was sentenced to 10 years for conspiracy to import heroin, something which Judge O’Dea called ‘a heinous crime’. He died on 9 February 2010 following a heart attack. (David Williams, This Little Piggy Stayed Home)


Ashe, James aka Ashford or Donegal Jim


Hanged in Ballarat on 21 August 1876 for the rape of a Mrs Reece in a case known as the Burrumbeet Outrage. (Daily Southern Cross, 5 June 1876; Evening Post, 22 August 1876)


Askin, Robert


New South Wales Liberal premier widely regarded—but without absolute proof—as corrupt, receiving bribes from gaming clubs and Two-up schools and sharing the proceeds with Police Commissioner Fred Hanson. He was also alleged to have sold knighthoods. In his biography of his father, Abe, Alan Saffron suggests Askin was selling knighthoods at £30 000 a time. His estate at his death on 9 September 1981 was a substantial $2 million, attributed by his supporters to frugal living. The view of Mr Justice Moffitt was, ‘There was no evidence against him in my inquiry, never any solid proof. I always thought he got money by being put in on the Stock Exchange. It’s a false assumption that a person who ends up wealthy has been getting it in a brown paper bag.’ (David Hickie, The Prince and the Premier; James Morton, Gangland International; Alan Saffron, Gentle Satan)


Aslett, Dudley Mark


Murderer of Sydney pharmacist Emad Youssef on 1 August 2003, shooting him during a robbery. A man with a list of serious convictions, Aslett also led a home invasion and the gang rape by four masked men of a 16-year-old Asian girl. In December 2004, 33-year-old Aslett was sentenced to 40 years by District Court Judge Michael Finnane, who told him, ‘the only way to protect society from him is to lock him away…for many years. To take any other course would be to fail to protect society and women especially.’ On appeal, despite Justice Barr commenting that ‘the offences fell into the worst category of cases’, Aslett’s sentence was cut by 10 years. The gang-rape sentence was reduced from 40 to 30 years and the life sentence for murder to 28 with a 22 year non-parole period. The Court of Appeal ruled the judge was wrong to increase the sentence for the felony-murder beyond what is proportionate to the crime in order merely to extend the period of protection of society from the risk of recidivism on the part of the offender. (R v Aslett [2004] NSWCCA 1228; [2006] NSWCCA 48, 49 [2006] NSWCCA, 360)


Assad, Ibrahim


Drug dealer and March 2006 Sydney murder victim with Bassam Chami.


Assyrian Kings


Assyrian gang based in the south-western Sydney suburb of Fairfield, also known as The Last Hour or Dlasthr and rivals of the Bronx Boys. Members of the Kings have a fist tattooed on their back along with the letters AK. One of their most prominent members, Ramon Youmaran, was convicted of the manslaughter of Dimitri Debaz on 13 December 2002.


Aston, John Lawrence aka Reid


1970s Sydney solicitor who employed Brian Alexander and was described in the Stewart Royal Commission as ‘The Front Man of Organised Crime’. Alleged to have been involved in the Nugan Hand organisation and laundering money from the Mr Asia drug syndicate, Aston was a friend of disgraced police officer James William Duff, who stayed with him in his home in Honolulu. (Mr Justice Stewart, Royal Commission of Inquiry into Drug Trafficking, February 1983)


Atahan, Hakki Bahadir


By the time of his death in a police shoot-out, Turkish-born Atahan was thought to have robbed at least 17 Sydney banks. His career ended in the afternoon of 31 January 1984 when, after robbing two other banks, he was chased into the Commonwealth Bank in George Street by police and staff from the two banks. Here he took eleven hostages, believing he was in a position to negotiate. Two and a half hours later, using five of the hostages as a human shield, he walked out of the bank’s front doors and, hijacking a Datsun car, bundled the hostages inside, forcing one of them to drive. Followed by police marksmen, after two hours he freed one hostage and collected his girlfriend. It was then he was trapped on Spit Bridge. As Detective Constable Stephen Canellis approached, Atahan shot him in the head and was himself immediately shot and killed. Canellis survived the bullet, which entered his face and lodged in his chest. Atahan had lived a life of luxury in a Manly apartment financed by his robberies. (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Athanasi, Costas ‘Con’


Convicted of the murder in May 2000 of Melbourne solicitor Keith Allan, see Julian Michael Clarke.


Atkins, William


Hanged at Melbourne Gaol in October 1853 along with George Melville.


Atkinson, Amos


Melbourne armed robber who received eight years at the age of 18. In the early hours of 31 March 1978 along with 17-year-old Matthew Garvie, who was driving him that evening, Atkinson held 30 people hostage in the Italian Waiters’ Club in Meyers Place off Bourke Street, saying he would begin to kill them if his friend ‘Chopper’ Read was not released within 24 hours. The siege ended ingloriously. The police arranged for Atkinson’s mother to talk to him. She arrived in her dressing gown and promptly hit him over the head with her handbag. The hostages were then released in batches. Atkinson was sentenced to five years for the attempt. The next year, emulating Read, he cut off his own ears. He later fell out with Read, probably over remarks Read made that Atkinson saw as racist. (Mark Read, Chopper From the Inside)


Attallah, Joseph


Fifty-year-old Attallah was the first person in NSW to be given two life sentences for trafficking $925 000 of heroin and $2.1 million of cocaine when sentenced on 6 August 2003 by Judge Cecily Backhouse. In August 2005 the Court of Appeal varied his sentences to 24 years with a minimum of 18 years to be served. (R v Attallah [2005] NSWCCA 277)


Attard, Paul


Convicted of the 1968 killing of Melbourne pimp Joe ‘The Writer’ Borg.


Attrill, William ‘Bill’


Jockey stood down after being found to have a battery whip following heavy backing of Thundering Legion, which was badly drawn and had no form, at Morphettville, Adelaide on 21 May 1955. The stewards ordered Des Coleman, the senior hoop present, to ride and he got the horse home in a photo-finish. Attrill was outed for 10 years. (Philip Opas, The Great Ring-In)


Auburn, George


Convicted on circumstantial evidence of the murder of taxi-driver John O’Neil in Watanah Road, Perth. O’Neil’s body was found floating in the Swan River at Cranley Bay on 5 April 1924. Auburn, who showed an unhealthy interest in the case, first ‘found’ the driver’s coat in a West Perth subway and then took the police to the spot where he said he found hair and blood when he was repairing his motorcycle. No proper motive was ever established. The jury recommended mercy and Auburn received 20 years. It was thought he might have been covering for someone else. After his release in 1944 he married his long-term girlfriend and later became security officer for an oil refinery. Because of the notoriety of the case the name of the street was changed to Waratah Avenue. (Geoffrey Bolton and Geraldine Byrne, May it Please Your Honour; Ron Davidson, High Jinks at the Hot Pool)


Aurukun Nine


Controversial Cape York case in which nine Aboriginals aged from 13 to 25 were charged with the rape of a 10-year-old girl. The child had been placed with foster parents after being sexually assaulted when aged seven but had been returned to the community in Aurukun. In October 2007 District Court Judge Susan Bradley ordered that convictions should not be recorded against six of the youths and passed non-custodial sentences on the remaining three. The prosecutor had described the offences as ‘consensual in a general sense’ and ‘childish experimentation’. The girl had consented in all but possibly one case and there was evidence she had actually encouraged one or more of the youths. Amid allegations that protection of the girl had given way to cultural considerations, the Queensland Attorney-General appealed and on 12 June 2008 convictions were recorded against all the defendants and custodial sentences of six years imposed on the three eldest. Two of the juveniles were ordered to serve periods of detention. (R v KU and ors: ex parte A-G (Qld) [2008] QCA 154)


Austin, Alan


Despite the judge’s directions, in June 1930 the jury convicted Austin only of the manslaughter of William Sinclair at Yandanooka, WA over a £3 loan. Sinclair said he would pay but Austin shot at him in a paddock. When Sinclair ran away a second bullet shattered his shoulder. The 20-year-old Austin went on firing until he dropped Sinclair with a shot in his back. The jury recommended mercy and Austin received 12 years with hard labour. The case is a particular example of the reluctance of juries of that time to convict in capital cases. (Truth (WA), 6 July 1930)


Austin, Buddy


American wrestler, known for his breath-snapping leg drop, shot in the stomach during a blue at a New Year party on 1 January 1969 at a hotel in Darlinghurst Road, Sydney. In the same incident his scheduled opponent for the opening tournament of the season, Pedro Morales, had his face slashed. Neither appeared on the bill. No one was charged with Austin’s shooting but it appears he had outstayed his welcome at the party and had upset members of the Sydney underworld. Morales was slashed when he went to help him.


Austin, Ernest


Convicted of the rape–murder of 12-year-old Ivy Mitchell at Samford and hanged on 22 September 1913 at Boggo Road Gaol. On the scaffold Austin is said to have called out ‘God Save the King’. He was the last man to be hanged in Queensland, where the death penalty was abolished in 1922.


Australian Crime Commission


Established in January 2003 as successor to the National Crime Authority (NCA) to complement and support Australian law enforcement agencies.


Australian Jewellery Fair Robbery


In August 2006 a bag of diamonds worth $1.6 million, due to be displayed at the Australian Jewellery Fair at the Sydney Convention and Exhibition Centre, vanished. It had been sent from Melbourne and either disappeared en route or from a vault in Sydney before being put on display. (The Times, 24 August 2006)


Aydin, Ali


Former Melbourne solicitor’s clerk convicted of conspiracy to pervert the course of justice together with another clerk, Helmut Kirsch, by standing over Detective Ben Archbold (who later claimed fame as a Big Brother housemate), an officer involved in investigating Mohamed Zayat and Nik Radev in July 2001. Kirsch received 15 months and was released with time served and Aydin received 12 months to go along with five years for trying to bribe Senior Detective Stephen Trewavas. Aydin and St Kilda detective Darrin James Flett offered $20 000 if Trewavas would prepare a favourable report and say that Aydin’s client was a police informer, something that would help to lessen his sentence. Flett also received five years. On appeal both sentences were reduced to two and a half years with a non-parole period of 21 months. Aydin was also present when Nicholas Ibrahim killed Sam Zayat near Tarneit, west of Melbourne in September 2003, running over 10 km to the police station to report the killing. When he refused to give evidence against Ibrahim he received two months’ imprisonment for contempt. (R v Aydin and Flett [2005] VSCA 87)


Azzopardi, Edgar John ‘Eddie’


In 1969 Azzopardi was involved in a traffic accident with NSW officer Christopher Jones. It began what he claimed was long-running harassment by the force. In 1971 his garage was burned and three inquests failed to produce a finding. He then became an active campaigner against official corruption. As a result he was declared a vexatious litigant but after Jones was twice convicted, first in 1985 for fraud and then in 1987 for perjury at the second inquest, in 1991 Azzopardi was eventually awarded what was believed to be around $70 000 in compensation. Much to his annoyance it was then disclosed he was the natural father of Gregory John Kable.
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Bachietta (or Bachiella), Pina


Killed on 8 October 1934 when her home at Ingham, North Queensland was bombed after her husband refused to pay Black Hand demands. (Laurie Mills, ‘Bloodstained Sugar’ in Townsville Bulletin, 12 January 2005)


Bahnemann, Ada Louise


De facto wife of Joe ‘The Writer’ Borg, Bahnemann had earlier lived in Brisbane with a German seaman, Gunther Ernst Martin Bahnemann, who claimed he had been awarded the Iron Cross. On 8 August 1959 after Bahnemann threatened her with a gun she telephoned the police. When officers Terrence Lewis and Glen Hallahan arrived to arrest him he fired at one and was convicted of attempted murder. Both Lewis and Hallahan received the George Medal for bravery. Ada Bahnemann was murdered in Sydney five months before Borg was blown up in May 1968.


Bailey, Adele Evelyn


Twenty-three-year-old transsexual prostitute who disappeared from St Kilda in September 1978. In 1995 her skeletal remains were found in a remote and disused mineshaft at Bonnie Doon, near property owned by former Victorian police officer Denis Tanner. (Robin Bowles, No Justice: An Investigation into the Death of Adele Bailey)


Bailey, Mark


On 23 April 2005 Bailey was issued with a penalty notice for speeding by Victorian police senior constable Anthony Clarke. In the early hours of the following day Clarke again stopped him near Launching Place, north-east of Melbourne, possibly for a drink-driving offence. Bailey managed to take Clarke’s revolver and shot the officer as he lay on the ground. A man with long-standing psychiatric problems, he then stole Clarke’s car, telephoned his mother to say what he had done and suicided with Clarke’s revolver when the police caught up with him near Mount Evelyn. (Peter Ellingsen, ‘The Last Call: “Mum I Shot a Policeman”’ in The Age, 1 May 2005)


Bailey, Raymond John


Hanged in June 1958 for the murders of Thyra Bowman, her daughter Wendy, and Thomas Whelan at Sundown Station far north of South Australia. Their bodies were found on 13 December 1957 after what was then the area’s biggest air and land search. They had been driving from Alice Springs to Adelaide. Another of the daughters was a semi-invalid and she and her father had flown to Adelaide to spare her the journey. Bailey, who was travelling with his wife and son claimed in a later withdrawn confession that he had accidentally shot Whelan when he was aiming at a dog and then killed the women to cover up. The prosecution’s case was that he tried to bail them up and shot Whelan when he resisted. (Vince Kelly, The Charge Is Murder)


Bain Family Massacre


Robin Bain taught at a small primary school at Taieri Mouth, staying at the school during the week. When back home at 65 Every Street, Dunedin he slept in a caravan parked on the property. His wife Margaret lived in the house with their children: daughter Arawa, who was at teacher’s college; David, who studied classics and music at university and had an early morning paper round; and Stephen, who was still at school. An older daughter, Laniet, stayed on occasions. They were a religious family and Bain would come into the house for prayers. At 7.10 a.m. on the morning of Monday 20 June 1994, soon after returning from his paper round, David rang emergency services and reported that his mother and father had been fatally shot in the head and that his brother and two sisters were also dead. Police arrived soon after and found Robin Bain’s body on the lounge floor next to a semi-automatic .22 rifle fitted with a silencer and with two live rounds left in its magazine. Another magazine with three live rounds was nearby. In an alcove off the lounge, a ‘suicide note’ had been typed on the computer screen: ‘Sorry, you are the only one who deserved to stay’. Margaret Bain was found dead in her bed, as was Laniet. Arawa’s body was found in a position indicating she had been kneeling on the floor before the fatal shot. Stephen had apparently put up a struggle, but was dead on the floor. A bloodied pair of opera gloves belonging to David was found in his room.


David argued that, in his absence, his father had killed the other family members before shooting himself. However, evidence, including his bloody finger prints on the rifle and blood on items of his clothing, resulted in his being found guilty of the five murders on 29 May 1995. His appeal was dismissed in December 1995 and a petition for leave to appeal to the Privy Council was dismissed in April 1996. His five murder convictions stood and with them the life sentences carrying a minimum non-parole period of 16 years. In 1998 he applied for the exercise of the mercy of the Crown and in 2003 the Governor General referred the matter again to New Zealand’s Court of Appeal. Once more his appeal was dismissed.


However, Bain’s case was taken up and funded by former All Black Joe Karam, who financed his appeals and wrote a book challenging the convictions. Finally, their tenacity paid off. In May 2007 a further application to the House of Lords resulted in his conviction being quashed as a ‘gross miscarriage of justice’. It transpired that Robin Bain, a clinically depressed psychotic, might have been having an incestuous relationship with Laniet, who was about to tell all. A week later David Bain was freed on bail. It was the last New Zealand case heard by the Privy Council following the establishment of the country’s Supreme Court. After serving 13 years, and a retrial costing the Crown NZ$1.2 million, on 5 June 2009 a jury found Bain not guilty. Karam plans to write another book on the retrial. (David Cullen Bain v The Queen, Privy Council, 11 May 2007; Joe Karam, David and Goliath: The Bain Family Murders; James McNeish, The Mask of Sanity, The Bain Murders)


Baker, Allan


Along with Kevin Garry Crump, on 3 November 1973 Baker shot and killed itinerant worker Ian Lamb. Four days later the pair kidnapped housewife Virginia Morse from her home in New South Wales and drove over the border to Queensland where they tortured, raped and finally shot her. Her body was then dumped in a river. They were ordered never to be released but, under the Truth in Sentencing legislation, Baker tried to have his life sentence re-determined. He was unsuccessful. (R v Baker [2002] NSWCCA 184)


Baker, Ernest Moray


Sentenced to death and reprieved in 1934 for the murder of Patrick Brusche, an innocent bystander in a love triangle between Baker, Walter Stephen Cottis and Phyllis, a 19-year-old ‘Lubra’, who all worked at the Alexandria Station, Northern Territory. Baker, a drover, was in love with Phyllis by whom he had a child and whom he wished to marry, showering her with gifts. In 1933 while he was away from the station she began an affair with Cottis. On his way back from the drive Baker sent a message asking Phyllis once again to marry him—he was worried that the Mission stations would take his child away. The message was returned saying she no longer loved him and when he arrived back at the station on 18 October he sought out Cottis, shooting through his room door to ‘get his attention’. Unfortunately Brusche, who was sharing the room, was killed by the bullet. Baker immediately gave himself up. He was the first white man sentenced to death in over 20 years in the Northern Territory. (Truth (SA), 13 January 1934)


Baker, George ‘Jack’


Sly-grog seller shot and killed in February 1937 in Sydney. No charges were ever brought.


Baker, Malcolm George


On 27 October 1992, in the space of an hour, Baker, then aged 35, shot and killed his former girlfriend Kerry Ann Gannon, her sister Lisa, father Thomas and wounded a friend, Chris Gall, at their home at Terrigal on the Central Coast. He then drove to the home of his son and shot him dead before driving on to the home of a friend, Ross Smith, whom he shot and killed along with Smith’s girlfriend Leslie Reid. Baker was one of the nine jailed prior to Truth in Sentencing legislation who had their files stamped ‘Never to be Released’. (R v Baker (unreported), SCNSW, 6 August 1993)


Bakewell, Jonathan Peter


In 1988 Bakewell attacked and killed his neighbour Anne Marie Culleton after breaking into her flat at Parap, Darwin. She was strangled after he tied a sheet around her throat while he raped her. Her actual death was unintentional and Bakewell then tried to revive her. Bakewell had served over 20 years and had made substantial progress towards rehabilitation, but in June 2007 four months before Bakewell could apply for parole, the Northern Territory DPP applied for an extension of Bakewell’s sentence. The judge considered he had no discretion and another five years were added. In March 2008 the Court of Appeal quashed the additional period saying the best interest of the community would be served if Bakewell was able to apply for parole. (Bakewell v The Queen [2008] NTCCA 3)


Balaban, John


On 26 August 1953 the 29-year-old Balaban was the first ‘New Australian’ to be hanged—the three previously convicted of murder had been reprieved or sent to mental asylums. On 5 December 1952 the prostitute Zora Kasic, who lived in dire circumstances in Torrensville, was murdered and mutilated with her stomach cut open. Balaban accepted he had met her in the Sunshine café in Gouger Street, Adelaide but denied he murdered her. He was charged with her killing but released when the Crown declined to proceed with the case. On 12 April 1953 he went on a rampage, killing his wife Thelma, her mother and Phillip Cadd, her six-year-old son by a previous marriage, ‘because they deserved to die’. Verna Marnie, a waitress in his café, survived a jump from the first floor in her effort to escape him. He later admitted killing Riva Kwas in Paris on 19 February 1948. Pleas that he was insane were rejected. While in the death cell he fought with the warders but on the morning of his execution in the moments before his death he was preoccupied with arranging his hair for the gallows.



Balaclava Rapist see Ashley Coulston



Bali Nine


Nine Australians arrested on 17 April 2005 in Denpasar, Bali and found guilty of planning to smuggle 8.3 kg of heroin. After a series of appeals by both prosecution and defence, by late 2008 Matthew Norman, Si Yi Chen and Tan Duc Thanh Nguyen, Martin Stephens and Michael Czugaj were serving life imprisonment. Renae Lawrence, who had been arrested at Bali airport with drugs strapped to her body, is serving 20 years. The two alleged ringleaders Andrew Chan and Myuran Sukumaran along with Scott Rush faced the death penalty. On 10 May 2011 Rush’s sentence was commuted to life imprisonment. Despite many appeals and petitions Chan and Sukamaran were executed by firing squad on 29 April 2015.


Ball, Terrence Edwin


Ex-boxer found not guilty of the attempted murder of Neddy Smith, run over on 2 April 1986 outside the Iron Duke Hotel, Waterloo, Sydney. Ball later survived a reprisal shooting by Abo Henry for the attack on Smith. (Jay Pring, Abo: A Treacherous Life: The Graham Henry Story)


Balmain, Revelle


Sydney sex worker–model who disappeared from Kingswood on 5 November 1994. She spent the afternoon with a client at her unit and then apparently told him she had to go to the Red Tomato Inn. She was due to see her mother before she went to an engagement in Japan. She never arrived at the Red Tomato and the next day her credit cards, bag, shoes, make up and the keys to her flat were found scattered around several Kingswood streets. At a coronial inquest in September 2008 her last client, from an affluent Sydney family, was named as a prime suspect. A $250 000 reward was posted for information but has never been claimed.


Bambi


Pseudonym given to the manageress of The Love Shack, an illegal brothel at Capalaba West, Qld. It had been running from the early 1990s and there had been numerous overdoses reported on the premises. Bambi and her partner, a former boxer, claimed that a Mr Big of the Brisbane prostitution world had been trying to take over brothels and run them with front men. They claimed that shots had been fired at the premises and their car, and then there had been ‘bikie-types’ with baseball bats harassing the staff. On 19 May 2000, the receptionist Andrea Snowdon was executed. She disappeared when she was driving a prostitute home and her half-naked body was found nine days later. She had been shot three times in the head. Seven months later on 28 December 2000 Bambi herself was shot and killed on the doorstep of the brothel with a shortened .22 rifle. Her 12-year-old daughter was abducted, tied to a tree and raped. A year later sex worker Rhonda Karger claimed she was being stalked and feared for her life because she knew too much about the killings. She had, she told a Brisbane court, left a tape recording in a bank vault. (Courier Mail, 30 December 2000, 8 July 2001)


Bamford, William


One-eyed Victorian hangman appointed in November 1857 after the disappearance of John Harris. Bamford, originally a wool sorter, had been transported in 1841 and went to Victoria during the 1851 Gold Rush. He is credited with hanging every condemned man in the state, except one, during his tenure. His last execu tion was of Oscar Wallace at Ballarat on 11 August 1873. Bamford, who spent his fees on debauchery, died a month later on 9 September in Melbourne Hospital at the age of 73. The one man he did not hang was a John Kelly, executed at Beechworth on 7 May 1867 for the ‘perpetration of an unnatural offence’. Cobb & Co had refused to allow Bamford to travel to the execution in their coaches.


Bandidos OMCG


Second or third largest Australian OMCG—membership tends to fluctuate— whose members battled with the Comancheros on 2 September 1984 in what became known as the Milperra Massacre.


Bank of Australia Robbery


In Sydney in 1828 a gang of convict thieves robbed the vault of the bank of £14 000 (today roughly $20 million). Little of the money was retrieved and the robbery eventually broke the bank. See William Blackstone. (Carol Baxter, Breaking the Bank: An Extraordinary Colonial Robbery; James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Bannon, Anthony Charles


Convicted of murder with Kerry Leanne Calder.


Barbara, Antonio ‘The Toad’


Convicted of manslaughter in 1936 and later the right hand man to Domenico ‘The Pope’ Italiano at the Queen Victoria Market, Melbourne. Barbara died shortly after Italiano, creating a power vacuum that led to the so-called Market Wars of the 1960s.


Barbarezz, Louis de


At the end of December 1969 the body of de Barbarezz, a 31-year-old Yugoslavborn conman and thief who claimed to be French was found in a grave on a building site in Brighton-le-Sands, Sydney, along with the mattock and steel wrench used to kill him. His leg had been hacked off. He had been missing since the previous September. A prisoner at Long Bay told the police de Barbarezz had been condemned by a kangaroo court in Kings Cross following a feud over the spoils of a series of robberies. The police thought there were possibly six others who had been killed and buried in the preceding 18 months either because they were informers or because they had quarrelled over proceeds of robberies. Another victim was buried in a forest, a third dumped in concrete in the sea, the fourth buried in a cemetery, the fifth thrown in a river and the sixth put in a garbage dump. (SMH, 30 December 1969)


Barbaro, Giuseppe ‘Joe’


Drug-dealer cousin of Pasquale Barbaro. On 7 August 2004 Barbaro’s baby daughter Montana was kidnapped from the Brimbank Mall, Melbourne by Mark and Cheryl McEachran. Barbaro claimed the kidnapping changed his life. He had been a drug dealer and now thought, ‘How could I have put another parent through that sort of agony?’ This conversion must have influenced his sentencer because in August 2006 Barbaro received a modest five-year minimum to go with the four and a half he had received for dealing in March 2005. (R v Barbaro [2006] NSWCCA 180)


Barbaro, Pasquale


Drug dealer and courier who served six years after being found with amphetamines at Perth airport on 11 May 1999. Barbaro also served as the bodyguard to Jason Moran, with whom he was killed on 21 June 2003.


Barbaro, Pasquale ‘Pat’


Griffith-based drug trafficker with links to the Calabrian Mafia, allegedly at the apex of the criminal organisation which attempted to import then the world’s largest ecstasy (MDMA) haul into Melbourne in 2007 in a container loaded with tinned tomatoes from Italy. Subsequently he trafficked in ecstasy, attempted to traffic in cocaine and laundered money. In the face of overwhelming evidence he pleaded guilty and was sentenced to life with a non-parole period of 30 years. (Barbaro v The Queen [2012] VSCA 288)


Barbaro, Pasquale ‘Peter’ ‘Il Principe’


About 6.30 a.m. on 18 March 1990 Barbaro, alleged head of the Calabrian mafia’s Canberra cell, was shot and killed on the street outside his home on Condamine Street, Runcorn. He and his killer had argued before a single shot was fired. The killer drove off in an old white Ford Falcon, later found abandoned. At first there was a suggestion that the killing was because Barbaro’s divorce and remarriage to an Asian woman had dishonoured the Honoured Society. More likely it was because he had become an informer for the National Crime Authority for, it was said, a fee of $50 000. Barbaro had previously been shot through an open window and wounded as he lay in bed. He is said to have named 28 Calabrian Mafia bosses and was murdered before he could give evidence against them. (Courier Mail, 19 March 1990; ‘Mafia’s Dark Secrets’ in Herald Sun, 30 October 2006)


Barci, Stephen


Sentenced to a minimum of 10 years for his part in the 28 July 1992 robbery at the Ansett Air Terminal, Melbourne. Norman Lee had failed to close the doors of the getaway van and he and Barci fell out. On 4 March 1998 Barci managed to have a 29-year-old woman smuggled into Dhurringile minimum security prison dressed in prison uniform. She had been there at least six hours when a dog searching for drugs found her under a blanket.


Barker, Tom


English-born early union leader and anti-war Industrial Workers of the World agitator imprisoned for 12 months in Sydney in 1915 for sedition when he refused to pay a fine of £100. His imprisonment led to demonstrations and the jailing of his supporters. He was later deported to Valparaiso. (Ian Turner, Sydney’s Burning)


Barkley, Hilton John


Barkley escaped with William Howard in February 1933 from the prison van, cutting a hole in the roof, while on its way to Pentridge. Both were recaptured at Frankston. He had asked the court to give him 50 lashes and detention in a prison reformatory in return for a reduction of his seven-year sentence. The court declined his offer. (Truth (M), 1 June 1933)


Barlow, John


NZ Karori businessman convicted of the killing of Wellington mortgage brokers father and son Eugene and Gene Thomas, shot in their office on 16 February 1994. The first two trials ended with hung juries and Barlow was finally convicted after a rare third trial on 21 November 1995. He was sentenced to life imprisonment with a pre-parole period of 14 years. The prosecution relied on forensic evidence and could not advance a motive. Barlow, who said he had lent Eugene Thomas the gun to defend himself, was seen leaving the building and told the juries that he had stumbled on the bodies and had panicked, fearing he would be blamed. In July 2008 the Privy Council of the House of Lords gave him leave to appeal against his conviction and two months later he was due to be considered for parole. The Law Lords heard the appeal in February 2009 and Barlow was expecting his fate would be determined by April 2009. Clearly deliberations were extensive.


Barlow, Kevin John


In November 1983 Barlow and Brian Geoffrey Chambers were arrested during a routine check as they tried to smuggle 410 g of heroin out of Penang International Airport. Chambers had been acting for a relatively small Perth drug syndicate and he dealt with the Malaysian locals. The British-born Barlow, on the promise of $7000 and a free holiday, was to be the courier. The initial scheme had been for Barlow to bring the heroin into Australia and for Chambers to follow a few days later. However, they met in a bar at the airport and decided to travel together. Their luggage was found to include 13 plastic packets of pinkish brown powder in three parcels wrapped in a Chinese newspaper. The pair were sentenced to death on 1 August 1985 after the trial judge Mr Justice Mohammad Dzaiddin dismissed the defence that the pair knew nothing of the heroin. Despite a series of technical appeals and a last minute plea by Prime Minister Bob Hawke, they were executed at Pudu prison, Kuala Lumpur, on 7 July 1986. While awaiting his execution, in an effort to save himself, Barlow had spoken at length with the Australian Federal Police. In March 1988 one of the more senior members of the syndicate, Gerry Maio, received 15 years in Melbourne and in June that year John Asciak, who had actually recruited Barlow, was sentenced to 10 years in Perth. (David Williams, This Little Piggy Stayed Home; West Australian, 23 June 1986)


Barnes, William


Victorian burglar hanged on 15 May 1885 for the murder of litigious semi-recluse Joseph Bragge Slack in South Melbourne in September 1884. At first the death of Slack, found with his throat cut and a razor in his right hand, was thought to be suicide. After Barnes, in prison for other offences, began boasting of the killing, Slack’s body was exhumed and Professor Allen of Melbourne University showed that while the cut had been made by a right-handed man, Slack was, in fact, left handed. (Trevor J Porter, Executions in the Colony and State of Victoria 1842–1967)


Barrett, George aka John Hedley Paul


Standover man acquitted of shooting Keith Hull in July 1947. On 28 November that year he drove to the Melbourne home of Leslie Thomas Day and threatened to take him to Coburg and kill him over a £2 debt. When Joey Turner arrived by chance, Barrett shot and wounded Day and then pointed the gun at Turner, who shot him dead and wounded his companion Harold Whitford (aka Summers). Giving evidence at the inquest on 20 December, Mavis Helen Miller, Barrett’s girlfriend, told the coroner that Barrett had ‘shot a few people in Sydney and the odd one in Melbourne’. The coroner ruled that Turner had been acting in self-defence.


Barrett, Thomas


Hanged on 27 February 1788 for stealing food from public stores at Botany Bay, Barrett was the first European to be legally executed in the colony of New South Wales. A silver medal engraved by Barrett, an expert forger, for the ship’s doctor on the Charlotte, one of the only surviving relics of the First Fleet, was sold to the Australian National Maritime Museum in July 2008 for $750 000.


Barron, Robert


Convicted in 1974 of the murder of two Salvation Army workers. Ronald Smith and his wife Minna had given Barron a lift from East Malvern to St Kilda and were shot as he tried to steal their car. He later used Ronald’s body to provide tyre grip when the car was stuck in mud. After his trial he continually protested his innocence and attempted to escape from Pentridge in 1976. He was later committed to the Ararat Mental Hospital. (Mark Read, Chopper 2: Hits and Memories)


Barry, Sir Redmond


Born in 1813 in County Cork, Ireland, Barry, a member of the Irish Bar, came to Australia in the summer of 1839. He took what was for the time a most sympathetic attitude to the Aboriginal people and as Standing Counsel for the Aborigines, he successfully defended Trucaninni or Lalla Rookh in the trial that resulted in the first executions of Jack and Bob Bob in Victoria on 20 January 1842. Appointed to the bench in 1852, Barry was generally regarded as a harsh man who handed out swingeing sentences. In October 1880 he was the trial judge of Ned Kelly. Years before Barry had threatened to sentence Kelly severely if he ever had the chance. After an acrimonious trial, on 29 October he sentenced Kelly to death with the traditional, ‘May the Lord have mercy on your soul’. Kelly, who had clashed with Barry throughout, replied, ‘I will go further than that and say I will see you there where I go’. Barry did not survive him long, dying on 23 November, twelve days after the bushranger. A sexual athlete, Barry never married but kept Louisa Barrow, by whom he had four children, as his mistress for 30 years. (Letter from JB to The Australasian, 24 December 1877; Australian Dictionary of Biography)


Bartholomew, Clifford


On 6 September 1971 Bartholomew battered and then shot his wife, seven children, his sister-in-law and her baby son as they slept at his isolated farmhouse in Hope Forest on the Fleurieu Peninsula, SA. His wife had taken up with their lodger and Bartholomew had gone to live with his stepmother. He returned to the family home to try to seek a reconciliation, bringing presents for all the family, including a gun for one of his sons. When she refused him he shot and bashed them all. When the police arrived he was found drunk in the kitchen. He was sentenced to death, reprieved and released on parole from his life sentences in 1980.


Basham, Terry and Sue


A one-time associate of Melbourne identities, the English-born drug dealer and his wife were shot and killed in August 1982 at their home in Murwillumbah, northern NSW. Basham had made money from a milk run before taking control of a drug smuggling ring in South-East Asia, centred on Bangkok in the late 1970s. In 1979 he had beaten a former friend with knuckledusters after a soured business deal. It was reported he had been ripped off by Melbourne criminals over a $50 000 heroin importation and in their turn members of the Painters and Dockers had declined the contract to kill him. (David Wilson, Big Shots)


Bathgate, William Robert


Farmer accused of the murder of Luigi Orilga and Ethel May Wells, shot while driving a sulky at Fitzgerald’s Bridge near Forbes, NSW on 9 October 1935. Bathgate and Orilga had been at loggerheads over stock poisoning and when Bathgate was charged in 1946 he was alleged to have said he should have hired an assassin from Sydney ‘to pop off the dago and old Mother Wells’. Convicted, Bathgate’s conviction was quashed by the Appeal Court, which had harsh words to say about the conduct of the prosecution. On 29 May 1946 he was given a retrial at which he was found not guilty. There was a good alternative suspect in 60-year-old Bob Hannaby. Wells would not allow him to go out with her 14-year-old granddaughter and the killings was thought to have been in revenge. Hannaby was also said to have shot a Mrs Morris and then poisoned himself. At one time the killings had been attributed to Black Handers. ( Truth (NSW), 17 March, 21 April 1946)


Baum, Caroline ‘Madame Brussels’


German-born Baum, known as Madame Brussels, succeeded Sarah Fraser as the most celebrated brothel-owner in Melbourne. She married a man called Hodgson in England in 1871. He later joined the Victorian police and was posted to Mansfield. By 1874 she was running a brothel in Little Lonsdale Street, an occupation she maintained for the next three decades. Her second and probably bigamous husband was the German Jacob Pohl and she may have had a child by the composer and critic Alfred Plumpton. By 1876 her seven roomed house at 32–36 Lonsdale Street was well furnished with marble bathrooms, the carpets were ‘like meadow-grass’ and guests could pay £10–12 per day, without wine or girls, for board and lodgings. At the other end of the tariff Parliamentary visitors had a key to a door opening off Little Lonsdale Street, and appointments in her special boudoir could cost up to £2000. In 1898 she was brought before the courts, this time with her Lonsdale Street neighbours Maude Miller and May Baker, charged with ‘occupying premises frequented by persons without lawful means of support’, a forerunner of the Consorting Laws of the 20th century. In August that year Chief Magistrate McEacharn, who also happened to be Mayor, dismissed the charges against the trio, making his feelings on the subject very clear, ‘Do you think that Melbourne would be improved if a large street like this were filled with Syrians, Hindus and Chinese?’ At the beginning of the 20th century the campaign against her and her colleagues intensified. Truth editor John Norton saw her as ‘an immoral monster’ and ‘the wickedest woman in Melbourne’. Her brothel closed in 1907 and, ill with chronic pancreatis and diabetes, she died on 12 July the next year. She was buried in Hodgson’s grave in St Kilda’s cemetery but it has not survived. (G Davison, D Dunstan and C McConville, The Outcasts of Melbourne; Cyril Pearl, Wild Men of Sydney)


Bawden, Roger Graham


Killer of Kum Yee Pohl in 1973, see Johann Pohl.


Bayeh, Bill and Louis


Initially minders of Lennie McPherson, by the 1980s the Bayeh brothers became major Kings Cross standover men and drug dealers. The corrupt police officer Trevor Haken spoke about dealing with the pair, ‘Bill Bayeh was the largest heroin and cocaine supplier in the Cross and I formed an arrangement with him to turn a blind eye to his operations and he supplied us with information and money. We used the information that he gave us to take out his competition.’ In the 1980s much of the drug trade in the area revolved around Bill Bayeh’s video and games parlours and shooting galleries. Bill Bayeh and his protégé Danny Karam were keen to introduce heroin users to cocaine where there was more profit to be made.


In June 1990 Louis Bayeh was arrested outside a Kings Cross club and agreed to become a police informant. Later he alleged that evidence had been fabricated and the charge against him was dismissed. He offered to give evidence to the ICAC but the terms and conditions for his cooperation were set too high. In April 1993 he complained that a senior officer had taken out a contract on his life. On 12 July that year Louis Bayeh’s home in Ermington, North West Sydney was sprayed with bullets. He believed that it was done on the orders of Robert Daher, who at one time ran the Budget Hotel in the Cross. Two men were charged and later ‘no-billed’. A police officer arranged to have a meal with Daher and Bayeh’s other brother Joe at a restaurant, the Water’s Edge. For the moment peace was restored.


Louis Bayeh’s highest profile moment came when he gave evidence before the Wood Royal Commission claiming he had paid hundreds of thousands of dollars in bribes and naming the police officers involved. Louis Bayeh’s explanation as to his wealth had been the usual one. His annual income of $36 000 was supplemented by his gambling winnings to such an extent that he was able to put $126 000 towards a $526 000 home in Gladeville. However, according to evidence given to the Royal Commission, he acted as a standover man earning, with police protection, $20 000 a week.


Two years later he was described by an acting judge as ‘obese, illiterate, unable to find gainful employment, a hypochondriac, panic-stricken, of questionable morals’ and an ‘author of his own misfortune’.


On 2 July 2000 Louis Bayeh was seriously injured in a shoot-out in the foyer of the El-Bardowny Restaurant in Narwee, south-west Sydney. Initially it was thought the incident had been part of a power struggle and detectives, following reports of threats in the hospital at Long Bay prison, investigated the possibility that a contract had been taken out on him. But the shooting turned out to have been over a jacket. In January 2001, still suffering from his gunshot wounds, he pleaded guilty to standing over brothel owner Antoine Debruyne beginning in October 1988. He also asked for a similar offence involving John Hundy to be taken into account. Over the years $180 000 had been shared with corrupt NSW police officers. On 27 July the still-recovering Bayeh limped into the dock to receive sentences totalling three years with a minimum of two to be served. On 26 February 2002 he was acquitted of charges relating to the Narwee shooting and, immediately after the hearing, was returned to prison to complete his sentence. Bill Bayeh was paroled in 2011 after serving 15 years. In 2015 he bought a share in the strip club Love Machine, now owned by his former driver John Ibrahim. (Candace Sutton, ‘Fences and Gates Don’t Stop Bullets’ in Sun-Herald, 9 July 2000)


Baylis, Francis Hetherington


Painter and Docker alleged to have been the man who stole the ballot box at the November 1971 Melbourne branch union election. When it was returned it was found stuffed with pro-Pat Shannon votes. (Mark Read, Chopper 2: Hits and Memories)


Bazley, James Frederick ‘Iceman’


Melbourne Painter and Docker also known as ‘Machine Gun’ because of the rapidity of his speech. In 1947 he was convicted of carrying an unregistered pistol while working as a bouncer at an illegal baccarat game in Lonsdale Street. Just before Christmas 1964 he was convicted of a robbery of $2970 from a bank in Collingwood. He escaped twice and was released in 1969. In the 1970s wars for control of the union, in which Bazley stood for the position of Vigilance Officer, he survived two attacks: on 2 May 1972 he was shot in the shoulder and thigh as he stood outside his home in North Carlton and on 17 September, he was hit in the head and shoulder while in his car.


In February 1975 Bazley had been foiled when fleeing from a raid on another bank, this time in Gardiner, by a one-legged butcher. He was granted bail over police objections and promptly absconded. He was not arrested until 1986 when he was alleged to be the gunman in the killing of Donald Mackay, something he has always denied. Many claim he was wrongly convicted on the evidence of Gianfranco Tizzone. He was also convicted of the killings of the drug dealers Douglas and Isabel Wilson, part of the Mr Asia drug syndicate, whose bodies were found in Rye, Victoria in May 1979. Released in 2001 at the age of 75, he retired to live with his wife in Melbourne’s northern suburbs, declining to give interviews about the Mackay case. (Glenn Mitchell, ‘The Bumbling Thief Who Became a Hitman’ in The Australian, 17 April 1986)


Beach Inquiry


On 18 March 1975 Barry Beach QC, later Justice Beach, was appointed as a one man board of inquiry into allegations of corruption in the Victorian police made by Dr Bertram Wainer. His inquiry, which heard from over 200 witnesses and lasted 15 months, found the health of the force was ‘not well’. He made adverse findings against 55 members, 33 of whom were charged. Although they were committed for trial, none were presented to a jury and all were acquitted. It was during the course of the inquiry that the Police Bureau of Internal Investigations was formed. The Victorian Police Association thoroughly disapproved of the report, trying to have it suppressed and threatening to strike rather than accept its recommendations. (Russell Skelton and Fergus Shiel, ‘The Myth of the Clean Police Force’ in The Age, 12 June 2004)


Beach, Mark


Hanged with Lucretia Dunkeley in December 1842 for the murder of her husband.


Beamish, Darryl Raymond


Eighteen-year-old deaf-mute man convicted of the 20 December 1959 murder of 22-year-old chocolate heiress Jillian Brewer. Brewer was found stabbed and mutilated in bed at her Cottesloe flat, Perth. Beamish, who confessed after three days of intense questioning, also confessed to the murder of Pnena Berkman on 30 January 1959, again stabbed in her apartment. He was able to provide a castiron alibi for the Berkman murder but was sentenced to death for that of Brewer. Reprieved, he served 16 years before being released in 1977 on parole. Before the serial killer Eric Edgar Cooke was executed in 1965 he confessed to the Brewer murder, but it was not accepted. Six appeals failed and Beamish’s conviction was only quashed in 2005 following the investigations of crusading journalist Estelle Blackburn into his case and that of John Button. It is now generally accepted that Cooke was the killer. (Beamish v The Queen [2005] WASCA 62; Estelle Blackburn, Broken Lives; Peter Ryan, Ripe Justice)


Beaumont children murders


On Australia Day 1966 the Beaumont children, Jane aged nine, Arnna, seven, and Grant, four, disappeared from near Glenelg Beach, Adelaide. They had been seen with a young blond man in a blue swimsuit. During the fruitless search the retired detective Ray Kelly was employed by a Sydney newspaper and flown to Adelaide to assist, and a Dutch psychic, Gerard Croiset, suggested the children’s bodies could be found under the concrete floor of a warehouse. Two years later a letter in what seemed like Jane’s handwriting telling their mother to meet ‘The Man’ proved to be a cruel hoax. The Beaumont children’s disappearance has often been linked to the disappearance of two young girls, Joanne Ratcliffe and Kirste Gordon, from an Aussie Rules match at the Adelaide Oval. A number of names have been suggested for the possible abductor, including Bevan Spencer Von Einem, but, although he was in Adelaide at the time and admitted to frequenting the beach, there has been no hard evidence to link him to the case. (Alan J Whiticker, Searching for the Beaumont Children)


Beaumont, Jean


Tasmanian-born prostitute, who reputedly once earned £300 a week on the Melbourne streets, was acquitted on 29 August 1945 of murdering her violent pimp James Varney. On 17 June she had walked into the Windsor Police Station to say she had shot him in self-defence when he was about to give her another beating. In the better days of her relationship with Varley they gave lavish underworld parties at their flat in Raleigh Street, Windsor with guests required to leave knives, razors and knuckle-dusters on the hall table. On 27 April 1952 she was slashed by another woman at St Kilda Junction and had eight stitches in her face. She gave as good as she got and when she and the other woman went to the police they said they had both been attacked by an unknown man. Five years later, her looks gone with the scar of the razor slashing and with a lung disease, she lived penniless and in some squalor in a house in Pakington Street, St Kilda. Regarded as the most beautiful of streetwalkers of her time, in her heyday she had chewed £10 notes. She died on 31 January 1958. (Truth (M), 1 February 1958)


Beauregard-Smith, James George


South Australian who killed his lover Sandra Holland in 1977, strangling her after she told him see did not wish to meet him again. He then drowned her two sons, Thomas aged 11 and Craig aged nine, in the bath. He hid the bodies of Sandra and Thomas under branches and leaves at Woodside and Craig under floorboards. Paroled in 1994, a little over a week later Beauregard-Smith raped a 21-year-old woman in Cuddly Creek. He was sentenced to 12 years reduced on appeal to eight and is due to be considered for parole in November 2009. (R v Beauregard-Smith [2000] SASC 220)


Beavan, Doris


Convicted with Leslie Harvey of the July 1951 manslaughter in Sydney of George ‘Tich’ Brett.


Beck, Valmae aka Fay Cramb


Convicted with Barrie Watts of the November 1987 murder of 12-year-old Sian Kingi.


Beckett, Lindsay Hoani (The Bega Murders)


Sentenced to life imprisonment with a minimum of 35 years for the abduction, rape and murder of 16-year-old Lauren Barry and Nichole Collins, two years younger, taken from a tent pitched near their homes in Bega on 6 October 1997. Two weeks previously Beckett and his co-accused, Leslie Alfred Camilleri, had kidnapped and raped a young woman who managed to escape into the bush. Beckett later gave evidence against Camilleri who received a life sentence without parole. (R v Beckett [1998] VSC 219, [1998] VSCA 148; R v Camilleri [2001] VSCA 12; Paul Kidd, Never to be Released 3)


Beckman, Charles


35-year-old Salvationist who murdered his companion, 25-year-old Alfred Anderson, while on a gold prospecting expedition at Gyspy Creek, north of Brisbane in November 1900. He sold and gave away some of Anderson’s possessions and sent a letter in Anderson’s name to his parents saying they should not contact their son until they heard further. Beckman later claimed that he had accidentally shot Anderson when he fell while holding a rifle, but the man’s skull had been bashed in. On 13 May 1901 he was hanged at Boggo Road Gaol still claiming his innocence.


Behr, Craig Anthony


March 1994 murder victim of Michael Heatley in Long Bay prison.


Belias, Dimitrios ‘Jim’


38-year-old Brighton businessman, fraudster and heavy gambler whose body was found in a pool of blood in an underground car park beneath St Kilda Road offices on 9 September 1999. A possible motive was gambling debts, but the March 2002 inquest was told he had been trying to sell fake diamonds in the weeks before he was killed in a bid to clear his losses, said to be in the region of $1 million. The fake diamonds are a more likely reason for his death. Recalcitrant debtors usually receive a beating; debt, in the underworld, tends to die with the debtor. Over 100 people were interviewed during the police inquiries but his killer remains unprosecuted. (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Bell, Malcolm Robert ‘The Bad Wig Bandit’


52-year-old career criminal who served 22 years in NSW and Northern Territory before being transferred to Queensland where he was released in 2000. On 11 October 2002 Bell was shot dead by police shortly after he had robbed the General Post Office in Brisbane armed with a semi-automatic. Bell obtained his nickname through the disguises he wore as he committed a series of robberies in the months before his death.


Bell, Philip Harold


Millionaire pedophile Bell was jailed in February 1997 for a minimum of 10 and a half years for 75 assaults on young boys between 1978 and 1991. Part of the Wood Royal Commission into police corruption was kept secret for 20 months so as not to prejudice his trial. He had alleged police protection of pedophile networks but Justice Wood found it was police ineptitude rather than corruption that had allowed Bell to prey on children over a three-year period. In 1967 and 1975 he had appeared under the name Hill in two child assault cases but had avoided any serious penalty. Bell died in Long Bay Hospital in 2005 aged 70. (SMH, 14 October 2000)


Bell, William


Hanged before a crowd of some 1500 out of Adelaide’s population of 18 000 on 27 December 1854 after he had cut his throat, which had been stitched to enable the execution to go ahead. Following a campaign by the South Australian Register his was the last public hanging in the state. (South Australian Register, 28 December 1854)


Bell, William Duane


On 8 December 2001 Bell, already on parole following a five-year sentence for aggravated burglary, killed Wayne Johnson, Mary Hobson and RSA president Bill Absolum during a botched robbery at the Mount Wellington–Panmure Returned Services Association, near Auckland. He was sentenced to life imprisonment with a non-parole period of 33 years reduced to 30 on appeal. His co-accused, the getaway driver, Darnell Kere Tupe, convicted of three counts of manslaughter, received 12 years.


Bellamy, Graham Valentine ‘Val’


Corrupt Sydney solicitor and associate of Neddy Smith—a Mercedes Benz and a Rolls Royce belonging to Smith were both registered in Bellamy’s name— jailed for fraud. Bellamy was also suspected of involvement in the murder of model and cocaine dealer Mark Johnston. In 1994 the ICAC recommended that consideration should be given to preferring charges of stealing, perjury and possibly conspiracy to steal against Bellamy. It also enjoined the Law Society to consider disciplinary action. Bellamy was not, however, without a sense of humour. At the time, applications for the post of the new Commissioner of the ICAC were being considered and he put his name forward. On 5 May 1999 Bellamy, now working as a telephone clerk, was charged with fraud involving nearly three quarters of a million dollars, including one charge of obtaining $350 000 from Broadway Credit Union. On 11 October 2000 he was sentenced to four years with at least two to be served. He had pleaded guilty and in mitigation blamed his downfall on Smith. Justice Blanch took the view that he would be at risk from Smith in the prison system and recommended that on his arrival Bellamy be transferred into some sort of protective custody. (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Belle, Domenico


Alleged to be an early Black Hander, on 11 February 1930 Belle was stabbed to death at Sydney’s Newtown railway station. He was with another Italian, almost certainly Nicola Mamone, who went up the stairs to catch a train as Belle, blood gushing from his chest, staggered towards the ticket office. As he left home on the day of his death Belle had told his wife he was going to see a barber, Mamone, who owed him £15. A document found in the barber’s shop purported to show Mamone had been sentenced to death in Buffalo for murder, but this had been commuted to two years’ imprisonment. Questioned by the police he denied he and Belle were leaders of the Camorra. The coroner returned a verdict that Belle had been murdered by a person unknown. He added that he thought it highly desirable that there was an arrangement whereby Mamone could be returned to Italy. He was sure ‘Signor Mussolini would deport any known Australian criminal’ and there should be some reciprocal arrangement. Mamone was never charged. (Bob Bottom, The Godfather in Australia; SMH, 20 December 1930)


Bellino, Antonio


Brother of Geraldo, Brisbane nightclub owner of Pinocchio’s, named in the Fitzgerald Inquiry, Antonio Bellino was never charged with any offence. He later recorded a single ‘Shame and scandal in the family’. In 2009 he wrote Time for Truth: Tony Bellino Tells It As It Is.


Bellino, Geraldo


Sicilian-born adagio dancer and Brisbane club and strip-club owner. A friend of Jack Herbert, with whom he kept in regular contact while Herbert was being sought by the Queensland police during the years and months before the Fitzgerald Inquiry, Bellino was regularly named by the Courier Mail in the 1980s as being involved in illegal gambling and prostitution. He accepted that he had made $1 million a year from illegal casinos but denied any involvement in drugs or prostitution. After the Fitzgerald Inquiry and a retrial, in 1991 he received a sevenyear sentence for corrupt dealings with public figures. He was alleged to have paid bribes totalling $17 000 a month to police. He was released in 1999. Bellino still denies the allegations. (Sunday Mail, 2 March 2008)


Bellino, Tony Vincent


Son of Antonio, nephew of Geraldo, jailed for eight years in 1997 after pleading guilty to trafficking in ecstasy and supplying heroin. On appeal his sentence was reduced to six years. (R v Bellino [1999] QCA 106)


Belsey, James


On 8 January 1974 Belsey, who 17 days previously had escaped from Wolston Park Mental Institution, approached Senior Constable Norman Curson—who was talking to a passer-by at the main entrance to Flinders Street Railway Station, Melbourne—and slashed his throat. Belsey was detained at the Governor’s Pleasure. Prior to the killing he had previously made threats to kill a police officer when he was removed from the steps of the station where he had been camping.


Bennett, Raymond Patrick ‘Ray’ ‘Chuck’


Armed robber and one of the most talented of the 1970s crop of Painters and Dockers, a member of the Kangaroo Gang and organiser of the Great Bookie Robbery, Bennett became involved in a fatal quarrel with the Kane brothers, Les and Brian. On 17 October 1978 Les Kane disappeared. Bennett, Vincent Mikkelsen and Laurence Joseph Prendergast were charged with and acquitted of his murder. During the trial Kane’s wife Judith had accurately predicted what might happen when she said, ‘There’s going to be revenge. Not only from his family, but a lot of other people.’ Mikkelsen and Prendergast went straight into hiding but on 12 November 1979 Bennett, charged with a separate armed robbery, had an appearance at Melbourne Magistrates’ Court to attend. While he was waiting without handcuffs and with an unarmed guard outside the courtroom, he was shot three times in the chest. He staggered out of the courthouse followed by police and died in St Vincent’s Hospital within the hour. It is highly probable that the gunman was Brian Kane, who had refused to accept the not guilty verdict in relation to his brother’s death. Another theory is that the killer was Chris Flannery, paid $50 000 possibly with an assist from a police officer. This was certainly suggested by the press. At the inquest the coroner found that two named officers were not involved. Many years later one of them claimed the killer was indeed Kane. (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Bennett, Robert David


In the early 20th century Bennett served a life sentence in Western Australia with nine lashes of the cat for the rape of a young girl whom he had infected with venereal disease. Throughout his sentence Bennett continually maintained his innocence and on his release in 1916 fellow prisoner Angus Murray paid to have his claim investigated, as well as leaving money with the Salvation Army to pay his fare to join him in Melbourne. On 18 September 1917 Murray, Bennett and Squizzy Taylor robbed the Middle Park Branch of the E.S. & A. Bank. The next day the police caught Murray and Bennett in the local post office in the process of posting £380 to Sydney. On 15 October they each received 15 years with hard labour. Taylor was never charged. Bennett served most of his term but after his release he was hanged on 26 September 1932 for another rape of a four-year-old girl. He claimed he had been wrongly identified by the girl’s six-year-old brother, but two Sunday School teachers had seen him take the girl into a disused house on 4 July that year. The last person allowed to make a speech on the gallows in Victoria, Bennett addressed the spectators for nine minutes. The previous execution for rape in Victoria had been that of John Wilson in May 1891.


Benvenuto, Francesco ‘Frank’


Shot and killed on 8 May 2000, probably as part of a long running struggle for control of the Footscray wholesale fruit and vegetable market. However, shortly before his death he had quarrelled with the Moran brothers. His killer was probably Dino Dibra. He was the son of Calabrian-born Liborio Benvenuto, the father-in-law of Vincenzo Muratore.


Benvenuto, Liborio


In 1983 Benvenuto—who rose to power after the 1960s battle for control of the Queen Victoria Market—survived an assassination attempt when gelignite was strapped underneath his car, which blew up. A year later those thought to be responsible, Rocco Medici and his brother-in-law Giuseppe Furina, were tortured and drowned. Benvenuto died peacefully in 1988.


Berichon, Brendan Luke Karl


In January 2005 while in prison, bank robber and friend of Brenden Abbott, Berichon married Rhiannon, the daughter of former AFL player James Krakouer and sister of the current star, Andrew. Berichon spent his time positively, making toys for charity and qualifying as a boxing coach for the Australian Sport Commission. After serving his sentence for the attempted murder of two police officers in Victoria he was extradited to Queensland to face trial over Abbott’s escape. On 12 September 2008, said to be well on the road to rehabilitation, he was sentenced to five years to be suspended after two and a half. Since he had already spent 515 days in pre-sentence custody this meant his almost immediate release.


Berman, Margaret ‘Peggy’


Receptionist at an East Melbourne abortion clinic, Berman, godmother to a child of Norman Bradshaw, was a principal witness in the Kaye graft inquiry in 1970. That year she pleaded guilty to abortion-related offences and was released on bond and given an indemnity against prosecution. She later gave evidence in the case against Victorian police officers Superintendent Jack Matthews, Inspector Jack Ford, Martin Robert Jacobson and retired officer Fred ‘Bluey’ Adam, who by then was 140 kg and an alcoholic.


Berman claimed they had stood over the abortion clinic where she worked, in return for warning the doctors of police raids. The doctors had been the victims of what she called a somersault. They had, she maintained, originally been paying Adam, who had passed them on to Ford, Matthews and Jacobson, who demanded even more money.


In particular, she claimed, she had been giving Ford, her lover and one-time head of the Homicide Squad, $600 a month retainer from her employers as well as $200 a month of her own money for two or three years to pay his gaming debts.


During the trial Ford heaped abuse on his former mistress, claiming he thought she had injected poison with a hypodermic needle through the cork into a bottle of whisky she had given him. Matthews and Ford were jailed for five years and released in under half. Jacobson served 13 months. Adam was acquitted. Matthews was later given a job writing on consumer affairs at Truth, the magazine whose campaign had led to his destruction. He was assigned the chair of Evan Whitton, the journalist who had exposed him. He took these humiliations in good part.


Suffering from cancer Berman had unexpectedly survived after being told in the 1960s she had only 18 months to live. In 1973 she wrote her autobiography. She died aged 79 following a heart attack in December 2002. (Peggy Berman and Kevin Childs, Why Isn’t She Dead?; Geoff Wilkinson, ‘The Power of Peg’ in Herald Sun, 21 December 2002)


Bernovski, Gennadi


On 24 July 2000 41-year-old Bernovski, a former KGB colonel, was killed by one or more frogmen who emerged from a canal near his home on the Gold Coast as he went out to empty the trash in Sir Bruce Small Boulevard, Benowa. He was shot five times with a .32 automatic, allegedly by his former partner Oleg Kouzmine, who swam away. Bernovski had a small distribution company with Kouzmine in West Burleigh, but he was also thought to have been handling, or rather mishandling, substantial money given to him by other Russians to invest. Something approaching $1 million was missing at the time of his death, including $400 000 of Kouzmine’s money. Bernovski was said to have been a regular and unsuccessful player at the local casino. After his funeral a wake was held at Spargo’s restaurant in Southport, but significantly, say the police, Kouzmine was not there. He returned to Russia where he claims he was arrested and held for some eight months over the killing before being released. Later he wrote complaining that there was an arrest warrant against him in Queensland. (Gold Coast Bulletin, 23 July 2005)


Bertrand, Henry Louis


The so-called ‘Mad Dentist of Wynyard Square’, Sydney. In the early 1860s, Bertrand, married to the submissive Jane, began an affair with Ellen, the wife of alcoholic banker Henry Kinder, at whose home Ellen’s former lover, Frank Jackson, also lived. Disguised as a woman, Bertrand bought a gun and on 2 October 1865 shot Kinder, who survived the attack. He then made Ellen give her husband belladonna in his milk. The coroner found the death, on 6 October, to be suicide and Henry and Jane moved in with Ellen, the three of them sharing what had been the Kinder matrimonial bed. Bertrand had, by now, paid Jackson to leave Sydney but on hearing of the ‘suicide’, Jackson attempted to blackmail Bertrand, who in turn reported him to the police. Jackson received a year’s imprisonment but Bertrand and Ellen were finally charged with her husband’s murder. The first jury disagreed and on 2 October 1865 she was acquitted and he was sentenced to death. The local Jewish community briefed the up-and-coming barrister Julian Salomans, who persuaded the court of appeal that as the jury at the second trial had only had the evidence from the first trial read to them and had not heard witnesses it was dangerous to convict. Reprieved, Bertrand received 28 years’ imprisonment. After his release in 1894, Bertrand left for England. Ellen Kinder went to New Zealand where she worked as a barmaid. Nothing was ever heard of Jane Bertrand. (Philip Jacob, Famous Australian Trials)


Bettinger, Frank


German-born burglar found dead on the Geraldton to Perth train on 18 January 1929 when it stopped at Mingenew. He had been shot by a man who joined at Dongarra and leaped off shortly before Mingenew. There was a quarrel and Bettinger attacked the man, who fired through his coat pocket. A kit of burglar’s tools was thrown off the train after the shooting. A hunt began for a William Leslie, caught hiding in a goods train at Gingin three days later. In March he was acquitted of Bettinger’s murder and promptly sent to prison for theft.


Bhanot, Rakesh


In September 1993 the 33-year-old Bhanot was found unconscious at the bottom of the Nunawading swimming pool. He suffered brain damage and was in the North West Hospital in Parkville, Melbourne when, on 8 November 1994, he was found stabbed to death around 2.20 a.m. A nurse had seen a man in a balaclava in the hospital and police saw a red car thought to be an early 1980s Toyota parked near the hospital around the time of the murder. Despite a $50 000 reward for information the killer was never caught nor was a motive established.


Biber, Neville


A member of the Kangaroo Gang who served a sentence for theft in Manchester, England. Over the years Biber acquired convictions for theft and receiving and consorting, and was an associate of Neddy Smith. At the time of his death Biber, back in Sydney, was dealing in bulk heroin as well as running a carpet fraud. Investigators from the Corporate Affairs Commission interviewed Biber at length in December 1982 and were planning to see him again, but a few weeks later, on 18 January 1983, Biber was found dead in his office, the apparent victim of a heart attack. He was 49 and being treated for circulatory problems caused by obesity. He was buried without an autopsy the next day. One story current after his death was that a loaded pistol had been held at his head until his heart gave out. (James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Biggar, Matthew ‘Algy’ aka ‘Peg-Leg’ Smith, Robert Bradshaw and many more


The one-legged high-class conman Biggar worked in Europe as well as Australia, often at racing frauds. Born in Victoria in 1881, in 1909 he received nine months in Queensland for conspiracy to cheat. He left for England and was first charged in London in 1914. Two more convictions followed swiftly, but in 1916 he applied to join the Air Force. Asked to give his occupation, he replied, ‘Professional crook’, and was rejected. He joined the Army; during his service he lost his leg, which was amputated above the knee. Although some accounts claim he lost it in a Sydney tram accident, he was paid a war pension. In 1918 he married a Heather Champlassin but the marriage was not a success. From 1920 he acquired a number of convictions and in January 1921 he was living in Mayfair using his flat for crooked card games. In his heyday he would pose as a wealthy grazier from Queensland and one of his best coups was when he took a South African, Daniel de Wet, for £9900 in 1935. Throughout his career he commuted between England, America and Australia, often working as a cardsharp on the liners. However, two long jail sentences took the starch out of him and Biggar was destitute—immaculate but in threadbare clothes—by the time he collapsed on a London bus and died on 21 April 1948. Over the years he had worked with most of the Australian criminals who went to Europe, including Norman McGroder, born in 1899 and known as The Dutchman. (Nat Arch (UK) MEPO 8/41;James Morton and Susanna Lobez, Gangland Australia)


Biggs, Ronald Arthur


On 8 July 1965 English-born Biggs, sentenced to 30 years for his part in the Great Train Robbery, escaped from Wandsworth Prison, London and on 30 December arrived in Sydney before moving to live in Melbourne. Tipped off that an arrest was imminent, on 17 October 1969 he failed to appear at his job at Tullamarine airport shortly before the police arrived at his home. Truth offered a $20 000 reward for him to turn himself in ‘for the sake of the children’. It was thought he could be sheltering with other English criminals such as Eric Flowers or Alfie Gerard, both at the time on the run in Australia and both of whom had helped him escape. On 5 February 1970 he boarded the SS Ellinis in Melbourne and sailed for Brazil. A sick man, thinking his crimes would be forgiven, he returned to England in May 2001. He was promptly returned to prison where he has remained. In April 2009 he was recommended for parole. In prison he suffered a series of heart attacks and died in 2013. (Ronald Biggs, Odd Man Out)


Binse, Christopher Dean ‘Badness’


By the time he was 14, James ‘The Jockey’ Smith’s short-term bank robber companion, the self-styled ‘Badness’ Binse, had been declared uncontrollable and sent to Turana boys’ home. From then on his career has been the revolving door of crime and prison. His ego was immense. After one bank robbery he took out an advertisement in the Herald Sun which read, ‘Badness is Back’. His home in Queensland, bought with the proceeds of robberies, was named Badness and that was also his personalised number plate.


In September 1992 he escaped from St Vincent’s Hospital using a gun smuggled in for him. He was then arrested in Sydney and escaped almost immediately on 26 October from Parramatta. He was not long on the outside. Hours after Smith was shot dead, Binse was arrested close to Daylesford.


The next year he tried to escape from Pentridge on 26 October, the anniversary of his Parramatta escape, and planned to kill the murderer Julian Knight, not because he had randomly murdered seven people but because he was thought to be an informer, a far more serious crime.


By ill-chance for Binse, a prison officer was attacked the day before and a security crackdown followed. A search of Binse’s cell turned up a home-made prison officer’s uniform, six prison officers’ shirt insignia and blades and weapons along with his plans to release 30 inmates. The group to be involved in the escape included John Lindrea, a double murderer, and Paul Alexander Anderson, another noted escaper who had advised on tactics. During one part of his sentence Binse was shackled in leg irons and handcuffs for 23 hours a day. In 2001 he was transferred to the new maximum security jail in Goulburn, generally regarded as an unhappy place for prisoners. He was duly released in 2005 by which time he had spent nearly half his life in juvenile institutions or jail, escaping seven times. His time on the outside was relatively short-lived for, in December 2006, he was sentenced to a minimum of 30 months for possessing an unregistered weapon after brandishing a gun in the Spearmint Rhino in King Street, Melbourne. In 2014 he was involved in a 44-hour siege with the police. After his arrest, he was sentenced to a minimum of fourteen years when he was convicted of a $235 000 robbery of Armaguard officers. An application for leave to appeal was refused. (John Silvester and Andrew Rule, Tough; Binse v The Queen [2014] VSCA 329)


Bird, Sarah Fotini


During a Satanic relationship in which 17-year-old Bird was the Antichrist while Aleaha Jade Schipper, her year older lesbian lover, was Satiryn, the Angel of Sorrow, they attacked 59-year-old New Zealand grandmother Dulcie Brook as she walked the Tanglewood Trail in Noosa National Park on 30 June 1998. Although Mrs Brook was stabbed 26 times, her throat cut from ear to ear and she was hit with nanchakus, her cries for help were heard and she survived. When told how many times Mrs Brook had been stabbed one of the girls replied, ‘Cool’. In September 1999 Bird was sentenced to 20 years and Schipper to 11. In March 2000 the Court of Appeal reduced their sentences to 16 and nine respectively. (R v Bird & Schipper [2000] QCA 94; Gold Coast Bulletin, 12 May 2007)



Birkett, Annie and Harry see Eugenie Fellini



Birnie, Catherine and David


In October and November 1986 Western Australian Birnie went on a 35-day rampage of rape and murder with his de facto Catherine. The end came on 10 November when a 16-year-old girl, left alone for a moment, escaped through a window at the Birnies’ home at 3 Moorhouse Street, Willagee near Perth, and ran to a neigh bouring grocery store. She claimed she had been abducted at knifepoint and raped by the man while the woman watched. When the Birnies were interviewed they said the three of them had been smoking drugs and that the sex had been consensual.


At the end of the interview one of the detectives remarked, ‘It’s getting dark, let’s dig them up’. Birnie immediately took him to where the bodies of Mary Frances Neilson (22), Susannah Candy (15), Noelene Patterson (35), and Denise Karen Brown (21) were buried. Neilson had been the first victim, attacked when she answered an advertisement Birnie had placed to sell some tyres. Birnie pleaded guilty, saying it was the least he could do for the victims’ families. Both received life imprisonment. He had once been an apprentice jockey until he was sacked after approaching a client wearing nothing but a stocking hood over his head. He committed suicide on 7 October 2005, hanging himself in his cell. He had apparently been depressed following the confiscation of his computer and the news that his cell was to be repainted. His medication prescription had run out and he had not been given his anti-depressant pills. He was buried in a pauper’s grave in Pinnaroo cemetery. Although eligible for parole in 2010 Catherine Birnie remains in custody.


Bischof, Frank Erich


Talented detective appointed Commissioner of Queensland Police in 1958, Bischof shut down the brothels in the Brisbane inner city by the simple expedient of padlocking the doors. One of the best known, the Killarney, employed Shirley Margaret Brifman, a police informant. Very quickly an arrangement was made with hotel managers to allow girls to solicit in the lounges. On the plus side he set up the Queensland Juvenile Aid Bureau, and the Police Pipe and Drum Band. A compulsive gambler, Bischof retired in 1970 and four years later was charged with shoplifting. He was actually committed for trial before the charges were dropped. It was only after his death on 28 August 1979 that allegations began to surface that he had been involved in massive graft involving SP bookmakers. In 1982 the state treasurer revealed that as early as 1964 bookmakers paid annual protection ranging from $80 000 in large towns to $20 000 in small country ones. Additionally, top-ups were demanded. The Fitzgerald Inquiry found ‘in some respects police corruption had acquired a quaint quasi-legitimacy by the Bischof era’.


Bisen, Neena


34-year-old Sydney social worker killed in 1994 by two teenage girls at the Bankstown Youth Refuge. The girls, who were sentenced to life imprisonment, had originally planned to tie her up and steal money and credit cards. The younger girl, aged 15, told the police she had killed Ms Bisen because ‘she really pissed me off’.


Bjelke-Petersen, Joh


Perhaps the biggest of the police corruption scandals has been neither in New South Wales nor Victoria but in Queensland in 1987, where corruption reached to the very, very top including the Premier Bjelke-Petersen. Five cabinet ministers were charged and four convicted—the fifth died while facing charges. Also convicted were three business magnates including Jack Rooklyn, who had featured adversely in the Moffitt Royal Commission report, along with a variety of identities including brothel owners Hector Hapeta, Geraldo Bellino and Ronald Kingsnorth. Sir Joh resigned as Premier in November 1987 and the next year gave evidence to the Fitzgerald Inquiry that paper bags full of cash had been delivered to his office. When he was prosecuted for perjury over a $100 000 cash payment from a Singapore developer the jury failed to agree and no retrial was ordered. It was later revealed the foreman had been a member of the Young Nationals, Sir Joh’s political party. He died in 2005 aged 94.


Black and Red Dragon gangs


Cabramatta street gangs, splinter groups of the decaying 5T. There have been concerns they are nurseries for the Chinese mainland Big Circle gangs entering Australia. See Tri Minh Tran.


Black Hand


Most of the initial immigrant Italian population arrived in the 1920s and totalled over 40 000 by the end of the decade. The historian and author Richard Evans regards the suggestion of early organised Italian crime in Australia as an overrated concept. Rather, he believes that at a time when ‘White Australia’ was an article of faith, the local population was bigoted and hostile towards a conspicuously maledominated society in which few were married and most were law-abiding.


Although there were plenty of Black Handers in Australia in the early part of the 20th century it was never a formal organisation such as the Mafia or the Camorra; rather a linked number of individuals who extorted money from their fellow Italians. Nor, in fact, was it a worldwide organisation. The only two known instances of any sort of formal Black Hand organisations are of a Spanish selfhelp society which had died out by the 1900s and a Serbian-led secret society designed to obtain dominance over Bosnia. In the non-political sense the Black Hand originated in Sicily and Italy as early as the 1750s, spread to America in the 1890s and to Australia in the first quarter of the 20th century.


The method of extortion was simple. The victim would receive a letter or note to say that if a sum of money was not paid, a business or livestock would be destroyed or the recipient or a family member would be kidnapped or killed. The note would contain instructions on the method and place of payment and would be signed with the imprint of a black hand and decorated with symbols such as the skull and crossbones, a smoking gun or a bomb about to explode. It was a very effective way of obtaining money from a largely illiterate market already suspicious of the police.


Black Power Gang


New Zealand ethnic gang—whose colours are black and blue—with chapters in Christchurch and Invercargill established as rivals to the Mongrel Mob and involved with them in inter-gang violence. In September 2008 Mongrel Jeremy Kevin Hatley was convicted of the murder of a Black Power associate, shooting at him as the gang rode in a convoy to their headquarters in Frasertown. The same month the gang lodged a claim under the Treaty of Waitangi. It was not well received.


Black Uhlans OMCG


Outlaw motorcycle gang prominent in Brisbane and Melbourne, founded by members of the Gypsy Jokers. In 2002 the club fought a partially successful action after its clubhouse in Stanley Street, Peakhurst was confiscated when a senior member Jack Andrew Wilson, aka Alan George Reardon, was convicted of drug offences. The members claimed he held it in trust for them and an order was made that approximately one third was theirs. Biker solicitor Justin Hill had acted in the purchase. (Black Uhlans Inc v New South Wales Crime Commission and ors [2002] NSWSC 1060)


Blackburn, Harold ‘Harry The Hat’


59-year-old former chief of the scientific section of the New South Wales police who left the force in 1987 after 30 years. On 24 July 1989 as he left the Federal Attorney General’s office in Kent Street, Sydney, Blackburn was arrested, charged with rape, abduction, two counts of robbery while armed and with kidnapping. He was paraded before a crowd of reporters as the Georges Hall/Sutherland rapist who had attacked women in 1969 and again in 1988. The case against Blackburn was negligible and was based on the belief that an identikit picture of the rapist looked like him, that he knew the area where the attacks took place, an identification made from a photograph 20 years later and one obtained as a result of hypnosis. Exculpatory evidence such as an alibi in at least one case was ignored and the investigation was hopelessly flawed. The victims failed to identify him and when the leading investigating officer was badly injured in a motor cycle accident, his successor Colin Small, facing strong opposition from senior officers, recommended to the DPP that the charges should be dropped. The ensuing outcry over Blackburn’s victimisation contributed to the resignation of John Avery as Commissioner. The actual rapist was never caught. A subsequent inquiry held by Mr Justice JA Lee found that there had been no conspiracy by the police against Blackburn but instead ‘a combination of gross incompetence, associated in some cases with blatant dishonesty, and a willingness to accept as evidence that which might generally be said to have been flimsy and without substance’. (Hon. Mr Justice JA Lee, Report of the Royal Commission of Inquiry into the Arrest, Charging and Withdrawal of Charges against Harold James Blackburn and Matters Associated Therewith; F Davis, Blackburn: A Forensic Disaster)
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