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  WARNING:




  




  Climbing is a sport where you may be seriously injured or die. Read this before you use this book.




  This guidebook is a compilation of unverified information gathered from many different climbers. The author cannot assure the accuracy of any of the information in this book, including the topos and route descriptions, the difficulty ratings, and the protection ratings. These may be incorrect or misleading, as ratings of climbing difficulty and danger are always subjective and depend on the physical characteristics (for example, height), experience, technical ability, confidence, and physical fitness of the climber who supplied the rating. Additionally, climbers who achieve first ascents sometimes underrate the difficulty or danger of the climbing route. Therefore, be warned that you must exercise your own judgment on where a climbing route goes, its difficulty, and your ability to safely protect yourself from the risks of rock climbing. Examples of some of these risks are: falling due to technical difficulty or due to natural hazards such as holds breaking, falling rock, climbing equipment dropped by other climbers, hazards of weather and lightning, your own equipment failure, and failure or absence of fixed protection.




  You should not depend on any information gleaned from this book for your personal safety; your safety depends on your own good judgment, based on experience and a realistic assessment of your climbing ability. If you have any doubt as to your ability to safely climb a route described in this book, do not attempt it.




  The following are some ways to make your use of this book safer:




  1. Consultation: You should consult with other climbers about the difficulty and danger of a particular climb prior to attempting it. Most local climbers are glad to give advice on routes in their area; we suggest that you contact locals to confirm ratings and safety of particular routes and to obtain firsthand information about a route chosen from this book.




  2. Instruction: Most climbing areas have local climbing instructors and guides available. We recommend that you engage an instructor or guide to learn safety techniques and to become familiar with the routes and hazards of the areas described in this book. Even after you are proficient in climbing safely, occasional use of a guide is a safe way to raise your climbing standard and learn advanced techniques.




  3. Fixed Protection: Some of the routes in this book may use bolts and pitons that are permanently placed in the rock. Because of variances in the manner of placement, weathering, metal fatigue, the quality of the metal used, and many other factors, these fixed protection pieces should always be considered suspect and should always be backed up by equipment that you place yourself. Never depend on a single piece of fixed protection for your safety, because you never can tell whether it will hold weight. In some cases, fixed protection may have been removed or is now missing. However, climbers should not always add new pieces of protection unless existing protection is faulty. Existing protection can be tested by an experienced climber and its strength determined. Climbers are strongly encouraged not to add bolts and drilled pitons to a route. They need to climb the route in the style of the first ascent party (or better) or choose a route within their ability—a route to which they do not have to add additional fixed anchors.




  Be aware of the following specific potential hazards that could arise in using this book:




  1. Incorrect Descriptions of Routes: If you climb a route and you have a doubt as to where it goes, you should not continue unless you are sure that you can go that way safely. Route descriptions and topos in this book could be inaccurate or misleading.




  2. Incorrect Difficulty Rating: A route might be more difficult than the rating indicates. Do not be lulled into a false sense of security by the difficulty rating.




  3. Incorrect Protection Rating: If you climb a route and you are unable to arrange adequate protection from the risk of falling through the use of fixed pitons or bolts and by placing your own protection devices, do not assume that there is adequate protection available higher just because the route protection rating indicates the route does not have an X or an R rating. Every route is potentially an X (a fall may be deadly) due to the inherent hazards of climbing—including, for example, failure or absence of fixed protection, your own equipment’s failure, or improper use of climbing equipment.




  There are no warranties, whether expressed or implied, that this guidebook is accurate or that the information contained in it is reliable. There are no warranties of fitness for a particular purpose or that this guide is merchantable. Your use of this book indicates your assumption of the risk that it may contain errors and is an acknowledgment of your own sole responsibility for your climbing safety.
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  Mark Wilford bouldering at Horsetooth Reservoir.




  INTRODUCTION




  Bouldering is at the heart of all climbing. A boulderer must utilize gymnastic, acrobatic, and aerobatic techniques. The outcrops and boulders are the apparatuses, and each individual problem is a unique performance. Strength, dexterity, poise, grace, and balance all can be developed on the boulders. For the serious boulderer, difficulty and style are equal goals. Endurance and recovery also are greatly enhanced through bouldering, and it is on the short cliffs that the all-important mental parameters of the sport are honed.




  Bouldering Colorado is a compilation of the best boulders the state of Colorado has to offer. (Of course there are other boulders that individuals have established and would classify as such—and my apologies if they have not appeared in this text.) Much of the knowledge I share in this book I gained from personal and shared experience over the last thirty years. With bouldering’s growing popularity, many new problems are being established as we speak. In this book I reveal new bouldering areas for the first time.




  The search for new boulders in Colorado began with the realization that there was still a lot of virgin rock that held the potential for new routes. Many fall lines on boulders that flow off the diverse Colorado terrain were, and still are, being explored. This exploration has turned into a desire to search out accessible areas for prime boulders within the magnificent Colorado landscape. In a sense, each new discovery has served as soul food, feeding the fire ofthe boulderer’s quest.Traditionally, areas such as Horsetooth Reservoir, Carter Lake, Flagstaff Mountain, Eldorado Canyon, Castlewood Canyon, Colorado Springs, Red Cliff, Redstone, Independence Pass, Skyland of Crested Butte, Hartmann Rocks, Unaweep, Naturita, Telluride, and Durango have been the hot spots for the state’s bouldering enthusiasts, and for good reason. These areas, however, are but a percentage of what Colorado has to offer. Thousands of virgin boulders exist throughout the state.




  A serious boulderer’s criteria, and the standard used to determine if a boulder and its routes are considered classic and able to qualify among the best in the state, are described below. Many of the problems included in this book required several visits to complete. The following standards were applied:




  

    	The boulder must have a reasonably safe landing zone (and even if it meet this requirement, pads and spotters are recommended for all problems). With the development and use of multiple pads, landing zones that were once considered bad can be padded to create a safer, softer landing zone.




    	The boulder should have moderate to difficult problems.




    	The problems on the boulder should qualify as classic. Although relative, this involves solid holds and sequence. (Al of the problems included in this book are considered classic.)


  




  This book will give you all the information you need to access these natural treasures. The excellent rock quality and beauty of these boulders and their surroundings are experiences that you can enjoy and help preserve for generations to come. Colorado residents as well as visitors are fortunate to have one of the world’s greatest concentrations of boulders for climbing and exploring. Variations in rock type, holds, steepness, and environment provide bouldering and training possibilities for climbers of all abilities. Good climbing and enjoy!




  HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE




  The bouldering areas described in this book are listed from north to south and are broken up into six main quadrants. First come the boulders of the Front Range North, which includes classic and new areas such as Poudre Canyon, Horsetooth Reservoir, Carter Lake, Estes Park, and Rocky Mountain National Park. The Front Range North also includes the wealth of bouldering found in the Boulder area, Clear Creek, Morrison, and Mount Evans. Second is the Front Range South, which includes areas such as Castlewood Canyon, Garden of the Gods, Woodland Park, Sheep Nose, Eleven Mile Canyon, and Shelf Road. Third is the bouldering of the Central Divide North, which includes areas such as Steamboat Springs, Frisco, Redcliff, Wolcott, Redstone, and Independence Pass. Fourth is the Central Divide South, which includes Buena Vista, San Luis Valley, Monte Vista, Hartman Rocks, Lost Canyon, and Skyland of Crested Butte. Fifth is the Western Slope North, which includes areas such as Unaweep. Finally we describe the Western Slope South, which includes Naturita, the awesome Long Park Road of Paradox Valley, Telluride, and Durango.




  Area maps and the text describe the position of the boulders in relation to the roads, and trails are presented in an easy-to-use manner. Descriptive photos of the boulders and problems accompany the text. Almost all of the descriptive boulder photos include a climber for size scaling and perspective.




  RATINGS




  The V system is the core rating system used throughout this book. For problems that are “highball” (far off the ground), an (hb) will follow the rating. Those that are extremely dangerous and highball will be followed by an (xhb). On the (hb) problems a crash pad, spotter(s), or toprope are seriously recommended.




  The V system rating has, without a doubt, become the universal bouldering language used by today’s up-and-coming boulderers. It has broken down the range of difficulty into a useful language. Since the V system was established in the early 1990s at Hueco Tanks, Texas (soon after the first comprehensive bouldering guides such as Colorado Front Range Bouldering were published in the United States), many people have taken up bouldering as a favorite pastime, and the V system has become somewhat universal. To see how it compares to the classic Yosemite Decimal System and the old B system, check out the table below.




  Although the V system is in vogue, in large part due to its higher numbers of comparison, boulderers must take a lighthearted approach to bouldering with each other. It is difficult to create a consistently accurate grade without an ascent consensus. Usually when a route is completed, the first person to ascend tacks on a grade based on his or her experience with the grading scale and the level at which he or she climbs within it. This is more or less a suggested grade, and until other climbers repeat the problem and a general consensus is gathered, the original grade holds. After other people climb the route, the grade may be pushed up or down.




  Exposure to a long fall is not reflected in a V grade. For the problems that are highball, an (hb) is given. If the problem is a highball with serious potential for danger, an (xhb) is given. Only a small percentage of the boulder problems in this book are given such ratings. Of course, injuries can happen on even the shortest boulder problems, so always be aware of your landing zone.




  Some of the grades in this book are only tentative, as only a few people have climbed some of the problems. A problem may feel harder for some and easier for others, depending on one’s height, arm span, leg span, and so on. Over time you should get a general feel for the grading scale and be able to make your own decisions; the grades are offered only to give you a general sense of difficulty. Keep in mind that grades can be used to classify, but they really shouldn’t be taken too seriously. The heart of bouldering is in the exploration and personal challenge. The greatness of physical and mental strength is measured in its essence through compassion and vision. Do not be offended by whatever grading system a person chooses to use. As many of us have said, the best thing we can do to a rating system is not use it at all.




  Have fun!




  RELATIVE BOULDERING SCALES




  

    

      	Yosemite



      	V System



      	B System



      	Fontainebleau

    




    

      	



      	V0



      	B5.8



      	

    




    

      	



      	V0



      	B5.9



      	

    




    

      	5.10a/b



      	V0



      	B5.10



      	

    




    

      	5.10c/d



      	V1



      	B5.10+



      	5c

    




    

      	5.11a/b



      	V2



      	B1‒



      	

    




    

      	5.11c/d



      	V3



      	B1



      	6a

    




    

      	5.12a



      	V4



      	B1



      	6b

    




    

      	5.12b



      	V5



      	B1+



      	6c

    




    

      	5.12c/d



      	V6



      	B2‒



      	6c

    




    

      	5.13a



      	V7



      	B2



      	7a

    




    

      	5.13b



      	V8



      	B2



      	7b

    




    

      	5.13c/d



      	V9



      	B2+



      	7b+

    




    

      	5.14a



      	V10



      	B2+



      	7c

    




    

      	5.14b



      	V11



      	B2+



      	7c+

    




    

      	5.14c



      	V12



      	B2+



      	8a

    




    

      	5.14d



      	V13



      	B3



      	8b

    




    

      	5.15a



      	V14



      	B3



      	8b+

    


  




  ACCESS




  All the areas covered in this book are on public land and fall within the jurisdiction of city parks, state parks, national parks, or the federal Bureau of Land Management. All of these agencies have statutes and regulations regarding public access and activities. It is important to become familiar with these rules, because they vary somewhat from one area to the other. Some areas require an entrance fee.




  Some areas deribed in this book have seasonal raptor closures. The closures are usually posted. It is the user’s responsibility to become acquainted with each area’s regulations. If there is any doubt about a given area, then find an alternative. Get updates from authorities, because the closures are sometimes lifted early. There are some areas on the Front Range that were relatively popular in the 1960s but have since become privately owned. As time goes on, areas may change and regulations may go into effect, and access may be halted all together or limited. Hopefully the areas in this book will forever remain public domain. In the meantime respect the environment and enjoy your access to it.




  The areas in this book were set aside for the preservation and enjoyment of the natural environment. Already these areas are feeling the effects of their ever-growing popularity. As responsible outdoor participants, it is our duty to help preserve these beautiful areas by removing litter and staying on the trails or footpaths as much as possible. Many of the bouldering areas deribed in this book are used and treasured by a diverse public, most of whom do not boulder. Have some consideration and lend a helping hand by keeping these places at least as nice as you found them.




  WEATHER




  The weather in Colorado is good for the majority of the year, although the areas at higher alpine levels are usually completely covered in snow during winter and spring. Since most bouldering takes place at a fairly low elevation, as long as the sun is shining, the conditions are usually moderate enough for a good bouldering session. If it snows, just wait a few days. When the sun reappears, it is sure to dry the rocks. Colorado winters usually host at least one short period of extended cold or rain, which occurs in late winter to early spring. The fall and spring normally have the best bouldering weather, although on a nice winter day in Colorado, conditions could not be better.




  SAFETY




  Pulled tendons and twisted ankles are the most common injuries that result from bouldering. Concentrating on safety is the key to a long life of injury-free and fun bouldering.




  Avoiding injury is very simple. If you feel there is any chance that you may hurt yourself if you fall, use a rope that is securely anchored. In addition, warm up and progress slowly to help prevent injury to the joints, tendons, and muscles.




  Bouldering with a partner offers the reassurance of a good spot and provides incentive to push each other.The spotter should stand behind the boulderer and be prepared for a possible slip or miss. The role of the spotter is not to catch the falling climber; instead it is to properly realign the feet of the climber with the landing zone, perhaps also in some small way allowing a gentler landing. The spotter should pay particular attention to protecting the falling climber’s head. When working together properly, a spotter and boulderer take off a little bit of the psychological edge.




  EQUIPMENT




  One of the true pleasures of bouldering is the simplicity of gear needed. A pair of shoes and a chalk bag are usually enough to please most boulderers. At times a toprope may be used for those problems that are too highball to be safe. Today many boulderers carry a crash pad along with them. This lightweight, backpacked unit is a good thing to have and will ultimately help prevent injury.
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  Hank Caylor on the second ascent of Skyeye Arête Block (V4), Eldorado West.
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    FRONT RANGE NORTH


  




  FORT COLLINS AREA




  1 RED FEATHER LAKES




  This granite area has many boulders and blocks throughout the evergreen forests that surround Red Feather Lakes. Most bouldering areas lie to the west of the lakes. Camping can be found around the lakes.




  Directions: Head north on Highway 287 along the foothills from the northwest end of Fort Collins. Follow 287 north toward Laramie, Wyoming. Go past Highway 14 (Poudre Canyon) approximately 10 miles to Livermore. Head west onto County Road 74E (Red Feather Lakes Road) and take this west for about 20 miles to Red Feather Lakes. For the Boy Scout Area, turn right (north) onto Boy Scout Camp Road and follow this for approximately 3.2 miles to a right turn through the forest access to a point where you cannot drive any farther. Continue west on foot to the bouldering on the left.




  2 POUDRE CANYON




  There are more than 40 miles of boulders and blocks to explore along the Poudre River and its slopes. The Poudre River Canyon is a peaceful, scenic bouldering experience, and a refreshing river adds to its magnificence. Plenty of Forest Service campgrounds are located along the road. Areas such as the Hatchery Blocks, the Pull Out Area, and the Bog are reached before the popular 420s Area (see next section), and they are well worth a visit.




  Directions: Take Highway 287 north along the foothills from Fort Collins. Head west onto Highway 14 (Poudre Canyon Road). Mileage to the select number of areas begins at the junction of Highway 287 and Highway 14. The bulk of the bouldering is found 35 miles west from Highway 287.




  Gateway Mountain Park




  




  From the intersection of Highway 14 and Highway 287, head west for 5.2 miles to Gateway Mountain Park. A parking fee is required.




  [image: Poudre Canyon/Red Feather Lakes/The 420s Area]




  Tower Block




  




  From the parking lot, head south up the gravel road. This gray and black streaked block can be seen on the south side of the faint road. Four excellent problems are found on its north face.




  1. The Bump V4 Climb up the left side via the arête and hand holds.




  2. Thick Streak V4 Climb up the thicker black streak on the left.




  3. The Streaker V5 Climb up the thinner black streak on the right.




  4. Right Away V3 Climb up the right side of the block via the arête.
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  Lower Canyon




  




  The following areas are spread out as you continue up the canyon west from Gateway Mountain Park.




  Mishawaka Block




  




  This nice block is approximately 13.5 miles from the junction of Highway 14 and Highway 287, down the road to the east of the old Mishawaka Inn and across the river to the north.




  Granite Meadow




  




  Approximately 36.2 miles from the junction of Highway 14 and Highway 287, these small granite warm-up blocks can be seen on the north side of the road.




  Meadow Block




  




  This is the obvious granite block with a sheer west face.




  1. Periodical V1 Climb up the center of the west face.




  [image: image]




  Hatchery Blocks




  




  From the town of Rustic, drive approximately 7 miles farther west on Highway 14 (approximately 37.2 miles from the junction of Highway 14 and Highway 287). You will see these blocks on the north side of the road. These quality blocks are a mile east of the Roaring Creek trailhead, which is the starting point for the 420s bouldering area.




  Bass Block




  




  This warm-up block is the first of the nice blocks that you will see in this area.




  1. Bait V1 Climb up the center of the south face.
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  Hatchery Block




  




  This is the most intriguing and largest block in this area. Several problems have been done with many variations.




  1. John’s Face V3 Climb the southeast arête of the east wall.




  2. Scott’s Wall V5 Climb up the white crystals in the middle of the east face.




  3. Warmer V1 Climb the right side.




  4. Jug Ahoy V3 Climb up the large holds on the northeast arête.




  5. Northern Classic V3 Climb good edges straight for the top.




  6. Chris’s Face V4 Climb the slopers left of the dihedral.




  [image: image]




  The Pull Out Area




  




  This area is located another 0.8 mile up and west of the Hatchery Blocks, just before the Roaring Creek trailhead. In the distance you can see a dirt road on the right (north) side of the road with approximately five small granite blocks at its end. Park off road or take the dirt road to a parking area close to the first boulder in the trees. You will find good warm ups with problems ranging from VO to V4.




  Graytan Boulder




  




  You can see this gray and tan boulder just west of the end of the dirt road parking area. It is a great yet steep warm-up boulder.




  1. Gray and Tan V0 Climb up the center of the south face.




  [image: image]




  Smashing Pumpkins Boulder




  




  This granite dud is found to the south of Graytan Boulder, about 50 feet to the south. Its back (west) side is surrounded by trees.




  1. TP V0 Climb up the slightly left-leaning crack in the slab.




  2. Shaving Cream V1 Climb the slab between the leaning crack and the prow.




  3. Pumpkin Puss V4 Climb up the thin face, to the right of the round prow, left of the tree.




  [image: image]




  3 THE 420s AREA




  See map on page 10.




  This area has become infamous over the past few years due in large part to the push of very difficult bouldering lines by some of the most recent state-of-the-art boulderers. The area is approximately 40 miles west from the intersection of Highway 287 and Highway 14 (Ted’s Place).




  To get to the area, drive approximately 0.5 mile past the Roaring Creek trailhead (16 miles past Pingree Park Road) and park. Hike down the jeep trail for approximately ten minutes, until you reach the boulders. The first significant boulder is Hank’s Boulder. It sits alone within the camp circle, next to a large gnarled pine tree. It is named for the infamous Tom Henry, a transient boulderer, like many of us, who has seen and climbed with the greats and at this moment (reflecting on the boulder) is immortalized as one of the greats himself.




  Hank’s Boulder




  




  Hank’s Boulder is the first obvious lone boulder you encounter as you approach the rest of the boulders that lie slightly upslope to the west and north. Hank’s Boulder sits in a camp circle up the road. You can access the rest of the boulders within reach of this landmark boulder. Five problems have been done on this classic boulder.




  1. Hanky Panky V9 Climb the arête on the left side of boulder’s east face.




  2. Natural Tattoo V8 Sit start, then climb up the right of the arête to sloper lip and right. Also known as Scaiface.




  3. Gnarled Oak V11 Climb up the blackened face with rail between Natural Tatoo and Hank’s Arête.




  4. Hank’s Arête V4 Climb the arête to the right of Gnarled Oak, left of the lunge problem.




  5. Hank’s Lunge V5 Climb up middle of north face utilizing side pull to the top.




  [image: image]




  Sandstoner Block




  




  To find this block hike upslope to the northeast. It is the first block you see upslope from Hank’s Boulder.




  1. Mind Set V8 Climb up the right arête of the west face.




  2. Granite Sand V4 Climb the middle of the west face.




  3. Wewillywinkle V4 Climb up the left arête of the west face.




  [image: image]




  Johnny and Hodgey Boulder




  




  From Hank’s Boulder take a faint trail to the west, over the stream to the main 420s Area. This is the first boulder on your left after you cross the stream. It is shaped like a tooth and offers cool problems.




  1. Johnny and Hodgey Arête V5 Climb the arête on left side of the east face.




  [image: image]




  Chunky Boulder




  




  This boulder is upslope and up the creek from the Johnny and Hodgey Boulder.




  1. Southwest Arête V2 (hb) Sit start to the southwest arête of the boulder.




  2. Chunky V5 Climb up small edges from the middle of the face.




  Balance Boulder




  




  This boulder is in the center of the 420s Area. Puffing Stone Boulder is adjacent to it. It has four good problems.




  1. Can Opener V9 Climb steep-leaning corner out left.




  2. Chubby Demon V6 Climb the southwest arête right of Can Opener.




  3. Bottle Opener V10 Climb up and to the right of Chubby Demon.




  4. Cork V11 Climb up the steep face via dynos.




  5. Circadian Rhythm V13 Climb to the right of the rock bowl, up the supersteep face using underclings to the slopers.




  6. Its Ice V4 Climb the face to the right of Circadian Rhythm to the mantle shelf.




  7. Stickman V4 Climb the north face, out of the cave via crimps and heel hooks.




  8. Hickman Over Poudre Bridge V? Climb the north face to the left of Stickman, up and left utilizing slopers and crimpers.
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  Puffing Stone Boulder




  




  This is the shorter boulder adjacent to Balance Boulder in the heart of the 420s Area. It has a sloper rail and a bowl-dish feature on its east face. See photo on page 17.




  1. Puffing Stone Traverse V6 Traverse the east face of the boulder.




  2. Puffing Stone Direct V2-V3 Sit start east face to the top.




  3. Fast V8 Traverse from Circadian Rhythm along the lip to Puffing Stone Traverse.




  Toads Block




  




  Toads Block is south of Puffing Stone Boulder and Balance Boulder. It is characterized by some easy warm ups, with the down climb on the west side. There are several good problems to warm up on.




  1. Tsunami V7-V8 Climb left of The Perch arête, up and right across the wavy face.




  2. The Perch V6 Climb the arête.




  3.The Warm Up V? Climb from the right of the northeast corner, starting down low, right of The Perch, and up and out the north overhang.




  4. North Face V1 Climb up just right of the center of the face.




  5. Northwest Arête V2 Climb the sheer northwest arête of the boulder.




  6. Bisher Traverse V7-V8 Traverse across the seam on the face, left to right with a dynamic finish.




  7. Southwest Face V3-V4 Climb up the southwest face starting with an undercling.




  8. Southwest Mantle V? Climb the scooped face with a mantle.
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  Granite La Poudre Area




  




  This area is located approximately 44.5 miles west of the j unction of Highways 14 and 287. The blocks and boulders here are just upslope on the north side of the road. There is a house just east of Blunk’s Block and close to Yard Boulder. Be cautious, courteous, and low key. A parking circle is found just below the fall line.




  Blunk’s Block




  




  1. The Classic V1 Climb up the shelved overhang on the southwest corner.




  [image: image]




  Yard Boulder




  




  This beautiful boulder is located to the east, below and in the meadow, from Blunk’s Block. It borders a house fence line, so be courteous.




  1. Longest Yard V3 Climb up just right of the center of the west face.
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  4 HORSETOOTH RESERVOIR




  Thanks to the tectonic uplift that helped scatter the many Dakota sandstone blocks and boulders that lie on the slopes above Horsetooth Reservoir, this is truly a site to behold. Distinctive Dakota sandstone can be found from one end of the reservoir to the other. The blocks and boulders are then capped off with beautiful outcrops and minicliffs full of face, crack, and traverse problems. This area was John Gill and friends’ outdoor gym, and many world-renowned problems were established here during that time. Since then boulders and climbers alike have traveled from all corners of the globe to set themselves on the many challenges this area has to offer. Such Gill legacies as Right Eliminator and Left Eliminator, Mental Block’s Pinch Overhang, the Torture Chamber outcrop traverse, to name a few, are a must. Other routes such as Holloway’s Meathook on Eliminator, or a variety of Steve Mammen, Mark Wilford, and Scott Blunk problems have continued the Horsetooth standard and tradition of difficulty on the boulders. Today many extreme boulderers have put up a variety of new variations and problems, such as Moon Arête at Rotary Park. The abundance and quality of rock and atmosphere make this a bouldering paradise for climbers of all abilities.




  Directions: In Fort Collins locate College Avenue/Highway 287, which runs north-south through the center of town. Locate Drake Road, south of the center of town, and head west toward the foothills. There are two roads that will lead you to County Road 23, the reservoir’s main road. One way is County Road 42C, which takes you to a more central location. The other is County Road 38E, which leads you to the south side of the reservoir. To reach CR 42C, follow Drake Road west to Overland Trail and go right for a short distance to a left on CR 42C. This will end at the main reservoir road, CR 23. To reach Torture Chamber, Duncan’s Ridge, and Piano Boulder, you’ll want to go toward the south end of the reservoir by heading left (south) on CR 23. To reach areas such as Rotary Park, the Scoop, Land of the Overhangs, and the North Quarry, head right (north) at the intersection of CR 42C and CR 23. To reach CR 38E, follow Drake Road west to a left on Taft Hill Road to a right on CR 38E. This will lead you to the Torture Chamber outcrop, where CR 38E intersects with CR 23.




  Torture Chamber




  




  Torture Chamber (V4) is an extensive traverse that follows the bucketed lip of the diagonaling, upper west end of this Dakota sandstone outcrop. This well-known Gill traverse is used as a natural apparatus to strengthen bouldering skills and endurance. Other infamous routes such as Borgman’s Bulge (V5) and Nemesis (V6-V7) can be found by walking downslope to the lower east end of the outcrop. Many other classic (mostly toprope) problems consist of roofs, faces, and cracks and are well worthwhile.




  Directions: From the intersection of Taft Hill Road and CR 38E, drive approximately 1.8 miles to a point where you meet CR 23. Park in the pull off on the right (east) side of the road. The top of Torture Chamber Ridge borders the east end of the pull off. Walk down the ridge to begin the lengthy traverse, which finishes at the short head wall at the parking pull off.
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  Torture Chamber Traverse




  




  This is the upper part of the outcrop. There is somewhat of a bucket rail lining the lip of the overhang just off the ground. The traverse begins downslope about 100 feet from the parking area.




  1. Torture Chamber V4 By the time you finish this endurance problem, your arms may feel tortured. Traverse upslope to the tail end of the parking pull off, finishing with a short head wall.




  2. Chamber of Variation V8 This is an eliminate problem that avoids al the big bucket holds and uses only the smaller crimpers throughout the traverse.




  3. Borgman’s Bulge V5 Climb out of the prominent bulge arête right of the cracks in the corner. Located left of Torture Chamber’s east-most starting point.




  4. Big Roof V0 Downslope you will see a large roof sticking out of the trees. Climb the large holds out of the right side of the roof.




  Nemesis Tower




  




  You can see this prominent block is broken away from the main outcrop several hundred feet downslope from Torture Chamber. There are several toprope routes on Nemesis Tower.




  1. Nemesis V6-V7 (TR) Climb the scooped face using small crimps, then climb up the arête on the left.




  2. Northeast Nemesis V4 (TR) Climb up the northeast face.




  3. Nemesis Dihedral V4 (TR) Climb the thin finger crack left of Northeast Nemesis.




  Horsetooth Mountain




  




  These soft sandstone boulders are found on the south meadows of Horsetooth Mountain. Drive around the south shore to the west and you will find a sandy road that leads off to the north.




  Duck Boulder




  




  This duck-shaped boulder has a nice sandy landing below its challenging south face.




  1. The Duck V4 Climb up the neck on the left side of the south face.
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  Mantle Block




  




  This protruding piece of sandstone offers challenging mantle problems.




  1. Willie’s Mantle V4 Climb up and mantle the center of the north side.
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  Duncan’s Ridge




  




  This extensive outcrop arises from the northwest side of Spring Canyon Dam and continues to the north. The main blocks are just offshore on the far-south end of the outcrop just below the road. A number of great Gill problems are established. The northwestern uprising offers many toprope problems.




  Directions: Drive another 0.4 mile from Torture Chamber to reach this block-laden outcrop. From the intersection of CR 38E and CR 23, head across the top of the dam to the north side and park. Walk downslope toward the waterfront to the classic blocks that you will see down and to the west.




  Beach Area




  




  These cubicles of rock arise just off the beach on the far-south end of Duncan’s Ridge. They are the first and most classic of the extensive outcrop.




  1. Thin Crack V5 (TR) Climb the obvious thin crack line at the far-south end of Duncan’s Ridge.




  2. Leaning Cling V4 Left of Thin Crack and down below on a prominent block bordering the beach level, climb the steep minicorner to the undercling with a lengthy reach up top.




  3. Layaway V5 Left of the Leaning Cling block is another intriguing wall block with a pocket halfway up its south face. Grab for a layback hold and reach to a good edge.




  4. Regular Line V1 Where this section begins to head to the north, climb the small crack to a roof




  5. Direct Bulge V5 Climb Regular Line with a direct start.
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  Piano Area




  




  From Duncan’s Ridge parking area, drive farther north for approximately 0.2 mile and park. Upslope on the east side of the road is a spiny ridge of rock. You will see a prominent round-shaped boulder known as Piano Boulder detached from the ridge above.




  Piano Boulder




  




  A crack around its top upper quarter characterizes Piano Boulder.




  1. Piano Traverse V5 Traverse along the crack utilizing heel hooks, hand jams, and small crimpers. You can also do other straight-up problems.
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  Bulbous Boulder




  




  This short boulder can be found just below Piano Boulder.




  1. Low Traverse V5 Traverse right to left on the rounded holds.




  Bootie Block




  




  Hike about 40 feet farther south from Piano Boulder, to a ridge block with a slab and a crack splitting its west face.




  1. Bootie V1 Climb the slab just left of the crack utilizing good edges.




  Arrow Boulder




  




  You will discover this short boulder another 75 feet farther south along the ridge. It is characterized by a Gill arrow. The arrow was painted on in the 1960s to mark the line.




  1. Arrow Up V5 Climb to the top crimping the small edges. This is a one- or two-move problem.




  Sunshine Boulder




  




  From Piano Boulder continue north another 0.6 mile. Sunshine Boulder is located downslope to the northwest from the road. This large single boulder block sits below the Marina Ridge. Many great problems can be done on its north face.




  1. The Horn V0 Climb the southwest corner utilizing the horn.




  2. Muscle Cling V5 Start with the undercling and reach up to small edges.




  3. Standard Route V3-V4 Traverse the upper-diagonal ledge system from far right to far left.




  4. Sunshine Traverse V4 Traverse from far lower left around right to the south face.




  5. Lower Sunshine V7 Traverse from left to right utilizing small crimps.
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  Rotary Park




  




  Whenever Horsetooth Reservoir boulders are mentioned, most people think of this world-renowned area. The boulders, blocks, and outcrops at Rotary Park offer some of the reservoir’s best problems. Most of the John Gill classics such as Pinch Overhang and the Eliminator routes were done in the 1960s.
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  Directions: From the junction of CR 23 and CR 42C, continue north for approximately 1.3 miles to a large parking facility. Walk down to the west through a break in the ridge.




  Ship’s Prow




  




  Walk south below the ridge to a pointy arête with a prominent southwest-facing jagged crack.




  1. Curving Crack V0 (hb) Climb the crack on the southwest face.




  2. Southwest Face V4 Climb the thin face left of the crack.




  3. Ship’s Prow V1 Climb the arête through the prow on the left.




  Bolt Wall




  




  From Ship’s Prow head south below the ridge to a steep section that has a right-facing dihedral crack in it. Two old bolt holes characterize this wall and can be seen up on the face. Excellent face problems exist here. Many are highball.




  1. Classic Flake V0 Climb the flake on the far-right side of the wall.




  2. Corner Cling V0 Climb the corner system left of Classic Flake.




  3. Cat’s Eye V3 (hb) Climb up the middle of the face utilizing small edges.




  4. West Bulge V0 Climb up the bulged face around the corner and to the left of Cat’s Eye.




  5. Finger Fighter V1 Climb the pin-scarred finger crack using face holds.




  6. Another Mammen Traverse V7 From the crack, traverse left across the face.




  7. Standard Faces V0-V2 (hb) Climb a variety of highball faces left of the crack.
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  Talent Scout




  




  From Bolt Wall head down a trail to the southwest. This small block has a distinctive slabby northwest face.




  1. Standard Talent V1 Climb the steep slab on the right side of the northwest face.




  2. Talent Scout Roof V6 Climb up the middle of the face.




  3. Power Glide V7 Climb up the left side of the northwest face avoiding the left arête.




  4. Left Arête V0 Climb up the arête on the left side.
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  Punk Rock




  




  From Talent Scout head down a trail to the northwest. Punk Rock was unearthed in the 1980s and has since become a classic.




  1. Punk Rock Traverse V5 Traverse the west face from left to right.




  2. Kelly’s Traverse V8 Traverse the west face from right to left, staying close to the ground.




  Eliminator Block




  




  This large rectangular-shaped block is located up to the northeast of Punk Rock, or just below Ship’s Prow at the ridgetop. Classic problems abound.




  1. Cave Crack V3 Climb the crack on the south face of the block. This route is located in a cove formed where the Eliminator’s south side leans up against another block.




  2. Mammen Traverse V9 Traverse from the far left across the edge system on the south face to a dyno finish and mantle on the far right.




  3. North Slabs V0-V1 Climb a variety of slab routes on the north face.




  4. Arête Crack V2 (hb) On the far-left side of the west face is a wide crack that diagonals up to the right.




  5. Meathook V10 Climb directly up to the wide crack via small crimpy underclings.




  6. Cheathook V8 Step in from the block onto clings then up.




  7. Left Eliminator V4 (hb) This Gill problem ascends the left side of the west face right of Meathook, gaining the wide crack above with a crank from a small right-hand edge and a long reach for the left hand to the shelf.




  8. Right Eliminator V4 Another classic Gill problem on the far-right side of the west face. Crank up on two small crimps and reach for a good finger jug.




  9. The Prow V4 Climb the classic arête right of Right Eliminator.




  10. Moon’s Arête V9 Climb the right wall from the arête up the south face via slopers and crimps.
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  Meditation Boulder




  




  This isolated flat-topped boulder is located downslope and to the northwest of Eliminator Block.




  1. Meditation Traverse V2 Traverse around the whole boulder.




  2. Meditation Roof V2 Climb through the roof on the south face.




  3. Meditation Low V4 Traverse down low across the boulder.




  Mental Block




  




  The natural dimensions of this overhanging test block make this an extreme boulderer’s delight. Many very strenuous and tenuous problems such as Pinch Overhang are found on its west and north faces.




  1. Layback Overhang V3 Climb up and mantle the far-right side of the west face via a short foot-long corner.




  2. Pinch Overhang V5 Pinch the four-by-four pinch hold with your right, slap for the sloping top, match the mantle.




  3. Standard Route V4 Climb the overhanging northwest corner left of Pinch Overhang via secure edges to the top.




  4. Corner Lock V4 Left of Standard Route, reach for the finger lock in the little corner and then reach for the top.




  5. Willie’s Lunge V3 Dyno off the two good holds for the top just left of Corner Lock.




  6. North Roof V4 Start below the small roof, crank up left, then finish up the arête.




  7. Mental Block Traverse V9 Traverse from the left side of the north face around to the right and finish up Pinch Overhang.
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  Pitch Penny Boulder




  




  This boulder is located downslope to the northwest from Mental Block.




  1. Penny Traverse V3 Traverse the west face.




  2. Silver Dollar V7 Traverse the west face utilizing the lower holds.




  3. Southwest Dyno V1 On the left side of the southwest face, grab good holds and fire up for the top.




  4. Southwest Traverse V3 From Southwest Dyno, traverse to the right.
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  The Tropics




  




  This lengthy south-facing outcrop is located just east of Soldier Canyon Dam. It is best accessed by driving from the east, taking Overland Road to LaPorte Avenue and then heading west, past the CSU engineering research buildings, to its end. You will see the uplifting eastern slopes of the Tropics just below Soldier Canyon Dam. This is a great winter area for outdoor bouldering. It holds a large number of boulder challenges all along its outcrop.




  1. Paradise Roof V1 Climb the large holds to the top of the lower roofed section of the outcrop.




  2. Paradise Traverse V0 Traverse from far right to a resting corner.




  3. The Steep V2 Climb the overhang up from the Paradise Traverse roof.




  4. AAA V4 Utilize the arête across when traversing.




  5. Mantle V1 Climb the mantle shelf in the bulge left of AAA.




  6. Pocket Crank V2 Climb the finger pockets without the jugs.




  7. Edgemeister V0 Climb the face to the right of Pocket Crank.




  8. Arête V3 Climb the jug below the crack to the arête, then climb the crack.




  9. Gumby Roof V6 Left of Arête climb the slab.




  10. Mega Traverse V7 Traverse the lip of the overhang approximately 120 feet upslope from arêtes.




  11. Upper Traverse V3 Upslope from Mega Traverse is another traverse that utilizes unique holds and edges and finishes at the whitened face.
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  Power Rock




  




  Across from the Tropics outcrop, at the very lower southeast ridge of the dam, there is a north-facing overhanging section of outcrop that is hidden behind the brush.




  1. Circular Traverse V4 Traverse on good holds up and around for a great training pump.




  North Quarry




  




  The red square-cut sandstone walls of this area offer fun face routes that are well worthwhile. Park on the west side of Horsetooth Dam and walk west along the northern shores of the reservoir until you reach the quarry. You can also drive farther north past the dam and follow the signs to Lory State Park. There is a good trail just before the parks entrance station. Walk east through the obvious gully; continue past a stabled house to the quarry.




  1. Cinch V7 Located on the far-northeast section of the wall, this problem is left of a hanging cable. Mantle and lunge to a sloping hold, then grab and surmount the dihedral.




  2. Physical Graffiti V6 (hb) Left of Cinch is a shallow corner. Climb this to the break.




  3. Little Arête V1 Climb arête to the top break.




  4. Leaning Dihedral V2 Climb the arête around the corner from Little Arête.




  5. Desert Crack V3 Climb the crack to the break.




  6. Magazine Face V4 (hb) Climb the sheer face on the south facing wall around the corner to the left of Desert Crack.




  7. Magazine Arête V3 Climb the arête to the left.




  8. Motion Picture Slab V3 Climb the thin slab on the short block 25 feet up left from Magazine Face.




  9. Arête Motion V0 Climb the arête on the left side of the block.




  10. Drill Markers V? Climb the drill groove left of Motion Picture Slab.




  11. Sunshine Face V2 Climb the sheer face 20 feet left of Motion Picture Slab.
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  5 CARTER LAKE




  The slopes and ridges that surround the Carter Lake reservoir offer a classic bouldering area with a wide variety of problems. The area is characterized by a mile stretch of sandstone outcroppings with boulders and blocks scattered below. A magnificent view of the east face of Long’s Peak and the shimmering shoreline makes this a beautiful place for bouldering. Famous problems such as Kahuna Roof and Super Chief are found on the north end of this vast area. The other area, Biglandia, is in the northeast portion of the reservoir area and is characterized by east-facing, overhanging miniature Flatironlike formations. Landings here are good.




  Directions: Carter Lake is located west of the town of Berthoud just beyond the first tectonic wave, or foothill uplift. Locate Berthoud and Highway 287. Head due west on Highway 287/56. At a point where the road curves to the south, continue straight (west) on Highway 56. Soon it will curve once again to form another road, this time to the north on CR 23. Follow the road a short way to a left onto CR 8E. The CARTER LAAKE sign points in the direction. Take CR 8E west to the entrance station. Follow the road up from the entrance station for 0.5 mile, where the road splits and becomes County Road 31. For the South Dam and Middle Dam Areas, head south (left) at the split and follow CR 31 around to the large parking lot on the right side of the road. The boulders and trail are visible from the lot. For the North Dam Area and Biglandia, as well as an alternative to the Middle Dam Area, take the split from CR 8E to the right (north) onto CR 31 and follow the road. Park on the south side of the dam, which is the right side of the road. The Fawn Hollow Trail is located across the road to the west. Follow the trail to the south for approximately 200 yards and cut out to the ridgetop. Descend down easy ground to the boulders trail. You will see a great overlook of the rocks at the ridge break. This is the quickest approach for Kahuna Roof and its surrounding blocks. For Biglandia, continue up the road for approximately 1.2 miles to the Carter Knolls picnic area. You can see the tops of the Biglandia outcrop across the road to the south. Follow a faint road on the west side of the ridge to a point and then skirt around to the east side.
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  South Dam Area




  




  This area includes the boulders, blocks, and outcrops on the south end of the reservoir. Start at Fawn Hollow Trail and break out through the ridge gap to the boulders.




  Scenic Boulder




  




  This is the first prominent boulder you reach as you head upslope out of the parking lot. It is characterized by smooth Dakota sandstone unlike the harder sandstone that follows. Its overhanging south side has classic bouldering.




  1. Pocket Lunge V2 Lunge from the pocket on the right to the top.




  2. Standard Scenic V3 Climb the pocket to the finger lock up the middle of the boulder.




  3. Southline V4 Climb up and left to the sloper.




  4. West Bulge V2 Start at the corner on the left and reach up and out right then to the top.
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  The Spaceship




  




  Follow the trail past several blocks (Book Rock, Classic Rock, Split Boulder, and Cave Boulder) until you see this pointy rock spire. This spire is characterized by a pointy, leaning, brown-tinted face with an arête leaning to the southeast.




  1. Southern Arete V0 Climb up the spire utilizing the prominent arête.
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  Prow Rock




  




  Follow the trail farther to the north to a point where you meet the ridgeline again.This west-facing prow with a steep north face connects with an adjacent wall to form a corner.




  1. North Pocket V1 Left of the prow climb the steep face via pockets.




  2. Dishhut V5 (hb) Climb slopers up the black-streaked prow to the right of North Pocket.




  3. Grumpy V1 Climb the corner right of Dishhut and finish up the prow.
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  Chain Rock




  




  This classic wall connects with Prow Rock and has a prominent cave and crack that goes out it.




  1. West Face V1 Climb the small finger-pocketed seam on the right side of the wall.




  2. Chain Reactor V2 Climb up the steep face just left of West Face.




  3. Cavus Maximus V1 Climb the right side of the cave on large holds to the arête.




  4. Chainman V4 Climb the small holds left of the cave.




  5. North Face V0 Climb good holds left, around the corner from the cave.
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  Crayola Block




  




  This rectangular multicolored rock is located across the trail to the north approximately 75 feet from Chain Rock. It has an overhanging northwest face. It is also the landmark for where the ridgeline breaks into a lower and upper tier. From this point on, the boulder problems are found on both upper and lower portions of the ridge.




  1. Melting Traverse V2 Traverse the entire northwest face of the block.




  Mighty Wall




  




  This wall is l ocated upjust a few feet to the northeast of Crayola Block, or approximately 150 feet north of Chain Rock. It is characterized by an orange face that is split by a seam. It is on the start of the lower ridge split.




  1. Regular Route V3 Climb the steep face starting on the right side.




  2. Bob’s Crimp V4 Right of the seam, climb out from the hueco onto small edges.




  3. West Corner V3 Climb the overhanging corner up the middle of the face.




  4. Dicey Prow V5 Climb the arête on the left end of the wall via good fakes. V5 sit start.




  Middle Dam Area




  




  You can access this portion of boulders, blocks, and outcroppings by continuing north along the ridge for 75 yards, or driving north from the junction of CR 8E and CR 31 to the North Dam Area parking lot, then hiking the Fawn Hollow Trail south to a point where you can access these boulders and outcrops.




  Pocket Wall




  




  Continue due north from Mighty Wall for approximately 50 yards to a prominent upper ridge top block that has a pocketed prow and a short corner.




  1. Westward V3 Climb the pockets and small holds on the west face.




  2. Northwest Pockets V2 Climb the pockets on the northwest corner to the corner with the single pocket.




  3. The Gimp V8 Climb the contrived thin face right of the seam.




  4. North Seam V3 Climb the thin seam on the north face.




  Burnt Boulder




  




  This orange boulder is located approximately 90 feet northwest of Pocket Wall. It is characterized by a small crack.




  1. Clockwork Orange V6 Traverse across the west face.




  Lone Star Block




  




  Continue north along the ridge to a prominent block dislodged from the lower ridge’s south end; a thin crack splits its southwest face. A large dead tree can be seen to the northwest.




  1. Southwest Crack V1 Climb the thin crack splitting the block.




  2. Arêteach V0 Climb the wall and arête left of the crack. V2 sit.




  3. Lone Traverse V3 Traverse left to break from Arêteach.




  4. Muscle Traverse V5 Traverse from left to right across to the crack.




  5. Full Muscle V6 Traverse across the entire block.




  Dead Trees Caves




  




  This cave area is located just northeast of a rock characterized by the dead trees that lean up against it. Continue north from Lone Star Block, past the dead trees rock, to a prominent cave.




  1. Roof Cave Crack V2 Climb the roof crack via hand jams.




  2. Flaky Pull Roof V5 This is another roof problem located above Roof Cave Crack. Climb the steep huecoed roof.




  3. Have Another V8 Climb the roof right of Flaky Pull Roof.




  Formunda Boulder




  




  This boulder is located down below and to the west of Dead Trees Caves.




  1. Formunda V6 Climb up to the large pocket and then use the good edges.




  Mini Bus Block




  




  Located behind and to the west of Formunda Boulder.




  1. Mini Me V4 Climb from down low to sloping holds gaining corner with pockets.




  2. Short Bus V8 Move from the hueco to the corner and up.




  3. Huecoed V5 Climb from the hueco to the arête out left.




  Swiss Cheese Wall




  




  Continue north from Dead Trees Caves for approximately 45 feet to this short pocket-filled wall.




  1. Dihedral Games V5 Climb the dihedral to the top.




  North Dam Area




  




  This area is characterized by independent boulders and blocks with only a few outcrop problems. It has become a world-renowned destination. To get to this area, you may hike north from the South Dam Area through the Middle Dam Area, or follow the driving directions to the North Dam Area on page 39.




  From the dam, hike south on the Fawn Hollow Trail for approximately 200 yards, then cut to the west toward the ridgetop. Descend through easy ground to the Spiced Roof area. The Mars Boulder is just to the north, below the lower ridge break. You can see the Monster Boulder straight ahead and below the lower tier. You can see the Kahuna Boulder farther downslope and to the west. Depending on the time of year and the amount of precipitation throughout any particular year, the lower blocks, including the Kahuna, may be partially submerged. If the lower boulders are exposed, many good problems are revealed.




  Monster Boulder




  




  This boulder lives up to its name. Its massive size makes this one of Carter Lake’s largest boulders. Most problems are found on its west and northwest faces. From the ridgetop descent, continue southwest to the huge boulder.
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  1. Train in Vain V10 Traverse the west face from the left, past and through the northwest corner.




  2. Dispuntia Dudes V6 (hb) Start at the northwest arête and climb to the top.




  3. Splick V5 Climb thin layaways left of Dispuntia Dudes arête.




  4. Krum V4 (hb) Climb the face just left of Splick.




  5. Traverse du Jour V7 Traverse from the northwest corner across to the northeast arête.




  6. Days of Whining Posers V7 (hb) Climb the crimpy edges up the middle of the north face.




  7. Pete’s Arête V3 (hb) Climb the northeast arête.
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  Mars Block




  




  This lengthy block lies approximately 90 feet northwest of Monster Boulder. Many moderate face climbs are located on its west and south faces.




  1. The Arête V3 Climb the southwest arête of the block.




  2. Mars Traverse V5 (hb) Traverse out of the cave, from right to left, to the left-facing dihedral.




  3. Worm Up V0 Climb jugs from the lip up the middle of the boulder’s west face.




  4. Mantleope V2 Mantle up from the large flake to the top.




  5. Pockets Pockets V2 (hb) Climb up to the pockets on the face.




  Little Debbie Boulder




  




  This boulder is located down below Monster Boulder to the northwest. The classic west side has many good problems.




  1. Crapulator V2 Climb up from the undercling on the right side of the west face.




  2. Tension V8 Climb from under the roof right of Crapulator and extend up and left to the undercling-type hold, then to sloper lip.




  3. Dynoman V8 Dyno up off the small edges to the side pull, then to a bucket.




  4. Squeeze Job V4 Climb up to the sloper crack, then to a large lip.




  5. Sloper Chief V5 Climb the wall right of the black water streak via slopers to the hole, then top out.




  6. Round About Arête V7 Climb out from the hand pocket to the rounded arête.




  7. Gaston’s Face V5 Climb seam to the intricate layaways on the north face.
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  Giant Pebble Boulder




  




  This boulder is located downslope to the northwest of Little Debbie Boulder.




  1. South Face V0 Climb the right side of the south face.




  2. Con Job V4 Climb the bulge left of South Face, with dyno topout.




  3. Bob’s Cornered V2 Climb the classic leaning corner up the middle of the south face.




  4. The Weeping Crescent V6 Traverse the north wall of the boulder from the northwest arête, right to left.




  Fallen Arête Block




  




  This block has recently slipped off its edge and has landed upright, creating a steep pillar.




  1. Fallen Arête V? (hb) Climb the northeast arête.




  2. Slip Sliden V3 Climb the southeastern arête and face.




  [image: image]




  Low Life Boulder




  




  This boulder is located downslope and to the west of Giant Pebble Boulder.




  1. South Face Route V1 Climb the good edges to the cap.




  2. Barbed Wire V3 Climb up the smooth holds to the top.




  Kahuna Boulder




  




  From Giant Pebble Boulder head downslope to the southwest. This world-renown boulder hosts some of the best problems in the state. Depending on the time of year and amount of precipitation, this boulder may be very close to if not submerged by Carter Lake.




  1. Kahuna Roof V5 One of the gem problems up the middle of the west face.




  2. Super Chief V9 Climb crimpers and slopers on the left side of the west face. Dynos and swings are usually encountered on this awesome problem.




  3. Beach Crack V3 Climb the northwest corner of the block to the good holds up and right.
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  Submarine Boulders




  




  Depending on the precipitation for any given year, these boulders can be fully submerged. But if they are exposed, they are excellent boulders with many good problems. Submarine Boulder itself is located down and southwest of Kahuna Boulder and sits just offshore if not submerged.




  1. Up Periscope V1 Climb out the west leaning face.
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  Shoreline Block




  




  Continue along the sandy shore to the south and you will see this block.




  1. Shoreline V0 Climb the corner on the west face.




  2. Shore Arête V1 Climb the northeast arête.




  Biglandia




  




  You can find this east-facing extended outcrop, reminiscent of a mini-Flatirons, by continuing north and then east from the North Dam Area and then around the bend to the Carter Knolls parking area. Hike out across the roadway to the south along a faint two-track grassy-dirt road that leads around the overhanging hogback’s east side. The outcrop is described from north to south.
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  Big Betty Boulder




  




  Downslope to the east, lying in the meadow-covered valley, is a single erratic that has face and traverse problems.




  1. Southeast Face V0 Climb the less-than-vertical face.




  2. Betty’s Traverse V5 Traverse around the entire block.
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  Redneck Wall




  




  This crack-featured wall is perhaps the tallest formation of them all and overhangs gradually.




  1. T-Neck V3 Climb the arête on left side of the wall left of the crack.




  2. V-Neck V2 Climb the large holds left of the crack on the left side of the wall.




  3. Redneck Traverse V7 Start right of V-Neck and traverse to the left to the arête.




  4. Hot Bath V6 Climb the finger crack to the top.




  5. Cream Filled V6 (hb) Climb the right hand crack of the three middle cracks.




  Abdo Wall
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