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  Thanks to Regina Yemma for games and research help, and to Heather Kick for fact-checking.




  

    All the information in this guidebook is subject to change. We recommend that you call ahead to obtain current information before traveling.
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Welcome to the Phenomenal City.





  That’s what Orlando was once called. The Seminole Indians lived here for thousands of years before settlers arrived, and long before Mickey and Minnie.




  [image: A LOCAL KID SAYS: “My favorite thing to see in Orlando outside the theme park is the Orlando Science Center (osc.org).” —Ethan, 13, Orlando]




  In fact, Orlando was first called Jernigan, after Aaron Jernigan, a settler from Georgia. The city’s name was changed to Orlando 14 years later. Imagine: Instead of roller coasters, there were cattle grazing and cotton growing. Oranges too.




  




  That’s what people did in Orlando until the theme parks arrived. Now, of course, more people work in the tourism industry than in any other occupation here. There are more than 115,000 hotel rooms!




  But Orlando is a lot more than Walt Disney World, Universal Orlando, SeaWorld, and LEGOLAND. It’s a big city where kids live with their families, go to school, and play soccer and Little League, just like you do.
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What’s Cool? Wet ’n Wild has the biggest interactive water play experience in Florida.
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    DID YOU KNOW?




    Orlando now welcomes more visitors each year than any other American city—well over 50 million!




    Orlando is the number one family spring break destination.


  




  There are museums and parks, shopping malls—take your pick of 12!—dozens of golf courses, 800 tennis courts, and plenty of lakes to play in. Even if there weren’t any theme parks here, you’d have plenty to do!




  




  But of course the theme parks are at least one reason you’re in Orlando. The first thing you need to know is there are so many attractions here that you couldn’t possibly see them all. In fact, it would take you 67 days to do and see everything!




  Check out the Orlando website with your parents: visitorlando.com.
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  First you have to decide where you are going.




  Walt Disney World has four separate theme parks, two water parks, and the ESPN Wide World of Sports Complex where the Atlanta Braves hold spring training. There’s minigolf, and Downtown Disney has shops, restaurants, movies, and the biggest Disney store in the world. You might be staying at a Walt Disney World resort—there are more than 20 to choose from, and they’ve got great pools.




  Universal Orlando has two parks (this is where you’ll find The Wizarding World of Harry Potter); a huge shopping area that is home to SpongeBob SquarePants and all his friends; three fun hotels; and CityWalk with restaurants, shows, and Hollywood Drive-In Golf with 36 holes.




  Nearby, Wet ’n Wild water park has a new interactive family water play area with 15 waterslides and more than 100 soakers, jets, waterfalls, and water cannons—making it the largest water activites center around!




  SeaWorld is the place to see alligators, baby dolphins, manatees, turtles, and of course Shamu the killer whale.
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    DID YOU KNOW?




    There was a theme park here long before Walt Disney World. Cypress Gardens Adventure Park opened in 1936. That’s where LEGOLAND Florida is today.


  




  




  [image: A VISITING KID SAYS: “See as much as you can because you don’t know when you’ll be able to come back. I was five the last time I was here!” —Dylan, 11, Columbus, OH]




  You can interact with a dolphin at SeaWorld’s Discovery Cove and take your pick of 36 waterslides at SeaWorld’s Aquatica water playground.




  LEGOLAND Florida has a water park too that’s meant for younger kids, and if you like LEGOS, you’ll love LEGOLAND with smaller coasters, a DUPLO Village, a gigantic Miniland (check out the Daytona International Speedway made out of LEGOS), and an Imagination Zone where you and your parents can make your own creations.
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  And that’s not even counting all of the other attractions like airboat rides, horseback riding, shopping, fishing …




  There’s so much to do, it’s smart if you and your family decide on your “must-sees” before you arrive in Orlando. It helps if you take a virtual tour of the parks’ websites.




  Remember, everybody gets at least one of their picks each day!




  




  Got comfy shoes? They are a must. Sunscreen too!




  Now go have some fun!




  

    Orlando Museums & More!




    In case the weather is bad or you’re on theme park overload, stop in at one of Orlando’s terrific museums:




    Audubon of Florida’s Center for Birds of Prey: See a bald eagle here! (1101 Audubon Way, Maitland, FL 32751; 407-644-0190; audubonofflorida.org)




    The Central Florida Zoo & Botanical Gardens: About a half hour from Orlando. Check out the chance for an elephant encounter on weekends, the bird shows, and bug encounters where you get to quiz the staff. It’s smaller but a lot cheaper than Busch Gardens! (3755 NW Highway 17-92, Sanford, FL 32771; 407-323-4450; centralfloridazoo.org)
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    Mennello Museum of American Art: Really cool sculptures in the sculpture garden around the lake! They’re big, made of all kinds of materials, and in some cases, brightly colored. Check out the Sunbather by Paul Marco (what a funny face!) and his Give My Regards to Broadway with the top hats. You’ll also like the giant Red Dog by Dale Rogers (900 E. Princeton St., Orlando, FL 32803; 407-246-4278; mennellomuseum.com)




    Orange County Regional History Center: Travel back in time to when Native Americans and then homesteaders lived here and see what their lives were like. (65 E. Central Blvd., Orlando, FL 32801; 407-836-8500 or 800-965-2030; the history center.org)




    Orlando Museum of Art: Special family-friendly guides are available at the museum to help you understand what you’re seeing when visiting the “Of Cloth & Culture” exhibition, the “Aztec to Zapotec” exhibition, and viewing American portraits. There are also scheduled drop-in classes for budding artists and special tours for those with special challenges! (2416 N. Mills Ave., Orlando, FL 32803; 407-896-4231; omart.org)




    Orlando Science Center: Kids Town is built just for you (if you’re under 48 inches tall!). In this mini town you can pick oranges at the Orange Grove Factory, explore what’s under a city street, play with boats at the waterfall, construct a dam at the water table, and pretend to be a mechanic in the Super Service Center. (777 E. Princeton St., Orlando, FL 32803; 407-514-2000 or 888-OSC-4FUN; osc.org)
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    WonderWorks Orlando: When you enter the building, everything will be upside-down, so in order to participate in the fun, you must be inverted. Step inside the inversion tunnel. (9067 International Dr., Orlando, FL 32819; 407-351-8800; wonderworksonline.com)




    


  




  

    Ready to Splurge?




    Whether you want to get a peek behind the scenes at a theme park, get up close to animals, skip the lines at the most popular attractions, or be pampered at a spa, Orlando makes it possible. Here’s how:




    

      	
• You can go to a spa. The Ritz-Carlton, 407-393-4200, is among those in town that have junior spa treatments.




      	
• You can sign up for a behind-the-scenes tour at SeaWorld and get up close with penguins, sea lions, or dolphins. You can even get in the water with beluga whales and sharks with the Animal Connection program. (seaworld.com)




      	
• There are special behind the scenes tours at Walt Disney World too (your parents need to call 407-WDW-TOUR or 407-939-8687 to book). Take a Backstage Safari at Animal Kingdom and learn about how the animals are cared for. Get closer to the greenhouses and fish farm that are part of the Land pavilion at Epcot with Behind the Seeds. Take part in a scavenger hunt quest to save the Magic Kingdom on Disney’s Family Magic Tour. Get in the water with ocean life in The Seas with Nemo & Friends pavilion.
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• At Universal Studios, you can tour with a guide who can tell you fun facts all along the way—and let you cut in all of the lines! (universal orlando.com)
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    TELL THE ADULTS:




    

      	
• Visit Orlando offers the Orlando Preferred Visitor Magicard, a year-round money-saving discount card that can save you up to $1,000. Download it at visit orlando.com/magicard.




      	
• You can jump in a lake when you’re tired of theme parks. Orlando has 2,000 where you can swim, fish, boat, and water-ski.
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What’s Cool? Orlando has nearly 100 attractions with new ones being added all the time.
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    DID YOU KNOW?




    Orlando was named after Orlando Reeves, a soldier for a scouting party who saved his comrades.
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  Where’s Mickey Mouse?




  Sure you’ll see him and Minnie at the Town Square Theater, but it’s fun to look for the Hidden Mickeys all over the Magic Kingdom—everywhere from the Haunted Mansion (a hint: check out the bottom of the banquet table!) to “it’s a small world” (look in the leaves on the ceiling of the Africa room!).
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