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Introduction




  Presumably you already know the score. I can’t imagine anyone who has got as far as reading the introduction to a book entitled More Thorny Problems has not read

  the first volume, or is not at least familiar with the Thorny Problems page – the letters page (actually a half-page, the other half being smothered in advertisements) – in The Daily

  Telegraph’s Saturday Gardening supplement.




  The success of the original Thorny Problems book took me by surprise, selling to both regular Telegraph Gardening devotees (who presumably got what they expected), as well as to the wider

  gardening public, who very possibly did not. It was just a distillation, of course, of the ‘worst’ of the first years of Thorny Problems, reorganised to make it into a seasonally

  helpful practical book. Three years have passed since it was published and the emails and ‘proper’ letters have kept on coming in (although the latter have of course thinned out a bit

  as almost a whole generation has moved with the times and gone online, while the oldies who wouldn’t or couldn’t do so have started to drop off their perches). And I, too, somewhat

  against the odds perhaps in these unpredictable times, have kept on dishing out the Thorny Problems advice. So here we are again, with another batch of gardening questions and my attempts at

  enlightenment and reassurance, based, as often as possible, on my own experiences, both positive and negative. A few common problems that inevitably come up year after year are of course

  re-visited, but I have tried to approach them from a different angle and with some new ideas, based on my still-growing experience.




  Most of the time, it is the sheer good humour and enthusiasm of readers that keeps me going and makes my job worthwhile but there are times, I confess, when my enthusiasm for ladling out

  constant helpings of encouragement and common-sense advice has been known to wear a bit thin. Well, wouldn’t yours have done so, dear readers, during and after dark and freezing winters, when

  I had to subsist on an almost daily diet of miserable e-wails accompanied by wretched digital pictures of dead bay trees and other grotesque horticultural moribundia? I have

  actually gained a reputation for sometimes getting quite ratty. In print, even. You’ll see.




  The widespread use of the internet now has made a subtle difference to the way I have to deal with the weekly page: as often as not, by the time gardeners get as far as writing to me, they have

  already scrolled down through yards of ‘best practice’ gardening advice from pundits, visited online amateur gardening forums that offer sometimes terrifyingly contradictory (and,

  frankly, occasionally quite batty) advice and, throwing their hands up in horror at the sheer amount of information available to them, they turn to me to ask me what I think they should do. All of

  which makes me feel that I am putting my head on a block every Saturday morning.




  So here you have it. Head on block. A whole book of it.




  Helen Yemm




  March 2014
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March




  Welcome to March, the start of a whole new Thorny Problems-style gardening year. Here and in subsequent chapters you will find responses to

  letters from Telegraph readers about real-life-and-death gardening quandaries and commonly experienced mishaps – how to rescue wilting things, when (or not) to lop and chop and how to

  tackle nasty-looking bugs and thugs. You may find yourself enlightened by seasonally appropriate hints and tips, by basic explanation of key issues, with complicated horticulture kept to the

  minimum, as little jargon or Latin as I can get away with and using English plant names wherever possible.




  You may be simply reassured by the fact that you have the same problems out there as everyone else, comforted (and just a little smug, maybe) that on the whole you get things right. Most savvy

  gardeners, after all, have learned the hard way how to face each growing season bravely, armed with a powerful combination of ever-growing experience, a dollop of pragmatism, lots of good

  intentions, a measure of tolerance and maybe (though less frequently than heretofore) a spray bottle of something really vile-smelling and potent. And they always acknowledge the need to keep their

  fingers firmly crossed, taking the capriciousness of Mother Nature into account. Things are bound to be better or at least different this year, after all…




  Alternatively you could be one of those for whom gardening is considered, grudgingly, to be obligatory extra-mural drudgery, something to be fitted in between work, golf, the gym and shopping

  – and in the summertime only. For such innocents, the garden is principally a place into which to pitch the children and their footballs and monstrous plastic play

  paraphernalia, hoping against hope that whatever they get up to out there won’t systematically destroy neighbourly relations or worse, adversely affect the value of the property. There is

  usually a preparatory spring clear-up of some sort around now, aimed at creating a space where the occasional evening tincture can be enjoyed between weather fronts during the summer, and in a

  month or so you may want to add some ‘colour’.
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  If you belong to the latter, you may have picked up this slim volume looking for a magic formula: gardening by numbers, starting in Month Number Three. Well keep going. You may even find that

  reading suggested solutions to other people’s dire and dodgy outdoor mis-happenings, rather than staring uncomprehendingly at perfection-gardening on telly or flicking, dazed, through old

  glossy mags left on the train, might just possibly do the trick.




  SNOWDROPS OR SLOWDROPS?




  

    

      How can I encourage my small colony of snowdrops, planted by me four years ago, to increase more quickly? I am tempted to deadhead each flower so that all of each

      plant’s energy goes into making more and better bulbs.




      Janet, by email




      It is best, I think, to let the snowdrops get on with it without too much upheaval.




      Almost all snowdrops multiply naturally through a combination of producing offsets (small bulbs attached to the ‘parent’ bulb) each year and by ripening seed. An exception to

      this is the most common double-flowered snowdrop (Galanthus nivalis f. pleniflorus ‘Flore Pleno’). This one does not set seed, so only spreads via its offsets. Offsets

      themselves do not produce flowers for a couple of years or more.




      Rather than deadheading, just let heavy snowdrop seed heads droop on to the ground and they will release their seed heads once they ripen during the summer. Self-sown seedlings just show as a tiny pair of leaves in their first year and take even longer than offsets to get going, but your colony will, without any intervention on your part, gradually bulk

      up.




      It would be helpful if you mark out a cultivation no-go area around the clumps so that this process has a chance to happen without disturbance. It is easy to forget where spring-flowering

      bulbs are, once their leaves have vanished. [image: ]
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  RADICAL CLEMATIS PRUNING




  Hesitant pruner Annette’s clematis are all over the place. Literally. Can she really prune the late-flowering ones down to ‘knee-height’ as instructed? Yes she

  can. And if you give a previously somewhat abandoned mature clematis this treatment, it will react by producing numerous shoots from below ground level. Hard-pruning like this is also the best way

  to renovate neglected early-flowerers (‘The President’ and co), but of course they will not flower properly for a year afterwards. However, for the late-flowerers there is something I

  call ‘strategic pruning’ – which means that you can prune them to make them achieve what you want them to. If you grow one to glorify a large tree (‘Bill MacKenzie’

  looks good grown aloft – yellow flowers followed by silky seeds), you could prune it back to the top of the tree’s trunk – so that the new shoots can easily get into the canopy

  – rather than cut to ‘knee-height’ and make it start the upward clamber from ground level each year. March is a bit late for clematis pruning, but for Annette, it is probably a

  case of ‘better late than never’.




  PLEA FROM A WEARY WEEDER




  

    

      Thistles and grass have invaded my son’s long, narrow boundary border where he planted trees and shrubs a year ago. The invasion is unavoidable, as there is an

      unkempt meadow on the other side of the fence. I hand-weed the bed carefully for him from time to time, but have had enough. What can I use to get rid of the invaders, or at least slow them

      down?




      Lisa, by email




      Much of the problem will be caused by thistledown and other seeds being blown into the garden from the field. I had a similar problem in my old garden, and it can never be

      completely eliminated – although a charm offensive on the owner of the field, hoping that he/she will ‘top’ it in summer before the thistles flower may help a bit.




      If this is an open post-and-rail fence, a barrier of some kind attached to the bottom of it might be helpful – the sort of thing sold as temporary wind protection for new hedges (less

      obtrusive in black if you can get it). Instead of hand weeding, you could also knobble individual young thistle seedlings and grass clumps with glyphosate (as in Roundup), armed with a small

      sprayer and using a cut-off drinks bottle as a protective cowl. And a very thick mulch of bark over the whole area in early spring will help prevent seed germination.




      Maybe you can take comfort from the fact that as the shrubs establish deep roots, thicken up and cover more ground, the space that these weeds have grabbed between them will become slightly

      less inviting – drier and with little light. You and your son may only have to fight for the upper hand in the relatively short term. [image: ]


    


  




  TIME TO DIVIDE HOSTAS




  Caroline wants to know how and when she should split some large hostas that have grown too big for their containers. Any time when they are dormant is fine, but I find it

  easiest to do it when their fat, pointed new shoots are quite clearly visible close to the soil surface. When she de-pots her hostas she will discover a dense, matted root system that it is

  impossible not to damage. However, sawn cleanly into pieces (an old bread knife is useful), the plant will not come to any harm and as long as each division has several strong undamaged shoots, the

  plant should grow well during the coming growing season in fresh compost (John Innes No 3, plus some compost) and more space in which to expand.




  PLANTS IN AN OLD WATER TANK




  

    

      I have a galvanised water tank 29 × 22in and 22in deep (74 × 57 × 57cm), in which I would like to grow some long-term plants. The tank will be sited

      in a south-facing position, in a sometimes-blowy coastal garden in Anglesey. Have you any planting suggestions? I favour lavender. And which John Innes planting medium should I use?




      Denise, by email




      This sounds fun – but I think there are several things to think about here:




      1. You do not need the entire depth for plant roots. Put about 6in (15cm) of broken polystyrene packaging in the base of the tank first, then a sheet of plastic

      (perforated a few times) or weed-smothering membrane on top, between the polystyrene and the compost.




      2. Insulate the planting area of the tank with bubble wrap (inside the tank). Metal containers can get extremely hot (or cold) and this will go some way towards

      preventing roots from baking or freezing.




      3. Use John Innes No 3, which is the nearest to good garden soil. Add a little (about 15 per cent) multi-purpose compost or leaf mould if you

      have it, to open up the texture a bit; but if you are planting lavender (or other Mediterranean plants) don’t enrich the soil too much.




      4. Choose your lavender carefully. Two or three plants of a compact variety (‘Hidcote’) would look better than one whopper.




      5. Other plants that would enjoy the same soil/conditions and look good in the galvanised metal container are purple sage (Salvia officinalis

      ‘Purpurascens’) or prostrate rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis Prostratus Group). An even tougher, wind-tolerant ever-grey that would also look good is Brachyglottis

      monroi. [image: ]


    


  




  SOMEONE’S FOR THE CHOP




  

    

      Last spring, my garden helper misunderstood my instructions and cut a young black-leaved elder to the ground. I grow this shrub (in a rather tight space) partly for

      its pretty pink flowers. Eventually the shrub made several straight, very healthy shoots almost a metre tall, but no flowers. What should I do now?




      ‘Slightly Peeved’, by email




      A smart move might be not to let anyone else loose on it. Even some gardeners who spell the word with a capital G, when faced with the leafless growth of a deciduous shrub,

      feel utterly compelled to ‘tidy it up’. This is all very fine if the shrub in question is something like a hypericum or a buddleja, that flowers late in the season on new growth, or

      if it is grown simply for the beauty of its foliage. But with those that are grown for their spring flowers, it can be little short of disaster – if only in the short term.




      Sambucus nigra ‘Eva’ (formerly known as ‘Black Lace’) would naturally grow to around 10ft by 6ft (3 × 1.8m) if left to its own

      devices. You are therefore going to have to control its growth quite cleverly in a tight space, pruning it hard each year immediately after it has flowered. It will then make new shoots that if

      left well alone will flower for you the following spring. The brutal chop it received last spring did you a favour in one sense, by creating a rather good low framework that will make

      management of it easy in the future. This spring I would leave at least half of the shoots intact so that they will flower, and cut the remainder down by two-thirds. Follow this kind of routine

      in the future in order to keep its growth within bounds while still benefitting from its flowers.




      

      

        [image: ]

      


      




      (Perhaps I should add here that the pink flowers of this beautiful black-leaved elder make pink elderflower cordial.) [image: ]


    


  




  RE-WEEDING BETWEEN THE LINES




  Janet ‘read somewhere’ about a special sand that can be used when laying or renovating paving that will inhibit the growth of weeds. Having myself drawn a blank on

  the matter and advised Janet to try all sorts of other methods to get control of the weeds between her paving stones, horticultural eminence grise Peter Seabrook and fellow readers John and

  Chris came to the rescue. They told me the product is called Dansand and contains a growth-inhibiting combination of dried silica sand and special minerals that have a naturally high pH value and

  create desert-like conditions to help prevent weed growth and germination. Championed by ‘media builder’ Tommy Walsh, Dansand has a long lifespan, is weather resistant, environmentally

  friendly and harmless to children and animals.




  A DODGY DICTUM?




  

    

      We are removing several very large, old rhododendrons. We have been told by several people that the bushes will have poisoned the soil and that any replacement shrubs

      we plant will die. Is this true?




      Penelope, by email




      I was asked a similar question at a talk I was giving in the Surrey ‘Rhododendron Belt’. (Well… why should it only be Stockbrokers that have a Belt named

      after them?) Answering as always off the cuff, i.e. not in a position to check any facts, I gave an answer based on my own observations and experience, which went as follows. Being

      wide-spreading and often ground-huggingly low-growing evergreen shrubs, rhododendrons create extremely dense canopies that completely obliterate light under which their relatively shallow roots

      sop up all the available moisture in the topsoil. This combination of no light and minimal moisture makes it impossible for other plants to survive under or around them. Added to this, their

      long life ensures that their constantly dropped, leathery leaves (that take literally years to rot down) form a thick carpeting layer beneath them that makes seed germination almost impossible.

      In my garden only the odd tough laurel sapling gets beyond the seedling stage in the gloom under my big rhodos. Some years ago I dug up and gave away a few large ones (vibrantly

      puce-flowered… simply couldn’t stand them…). Before replanting the area with gentler-toned things that would tolerate the dappled shade and neutral/slightly acid prevailing

      soil (abelia, viburnums, hydrangeas, daphnes and martagon lilies), I first removed and binned the thick layer of un-rotted and half-rotted leaf litter, improved the soil beneath it with my own

      compost and leaf mould and added a little slow-acting bonemeal. Everything thrives – giving no credence to the ‘poisoned soil’ theory. However, after my

      Surrey experience I resolved to do more research online on what I have long believed to be a distinctly dodgy dictum – spread via word of mouth from generation to generation like a virus.

      I found that there was plenty written about all parts of rhododendrons being toxic to humans, but there was little proven science out there about them actually ‘poisoning’

      soil. [image: ]


    


  




  SIZE (AND SEASONS) MATTER




  

    

      Why are we told that when potting on pot-bound plants we should put them into containers only one size up from the one they are in, when if planted directly into the

      garden they would have unlimited root space?




      Rose, Hereford




      I agree, the advice does seem illogical, and ultimately somewhat extravagant (on pots, compost, time, etc), but there is some sensible science backing it up. Leigh Hunt at

      the RHS explains that it’s not a completely hard-and-fast ‘rule’, but says the advice has a lot to do with moisture. A pot-bound plant becomes accustomed to coping without

      much of it, and also presumably accustomed (this is my own twopennyworth, not Leigh’s) to the often-warm outer edges of its cramped living quarters. If suddenly transplanted into a large

      container full of evenly damp and probably cooler compost, the roots may simply start to rot.




      The time of year you pot them on has a lot to do with it, too. Plants are less likely to suffer, more likely to snap into action, produce new roots and survive, if they are transferred from

      one pot to another in the growing season rather than when they are dormant in the winter.




      As for plants going directly into the soil: this may explain why some things we plant in the autumn disappear without trace during their first winter. I admit to having had little disappointments in the past: so-called perennial, reliably drought-tolerant eryngiums, bought in rather cramped pots during a flight of fancy when in glorious husky silver-blue

      flower in July, planted out optimistically in October and never seen again. I am sure we have all done something similar. I should have potted them on and waited till the following spring

      before planting them – this is the advice I now always give about summer impulse-bought plants. [image: ]


    


  




  MOTHER’S DAY HYDRANGEAS




  

    

      My children gave me a blue flowering hydrangea as a Mother’s Day gift. The wee card included says it is an indoor plant. Is it truly an indoor-only plant? Will I

      not be able to plant it outside? If I do, would it need to come back in next winter?




      Mary, Aberdeen




      This ill-starred hydrangea is very definitely an outdoor plant. I have, in my time, seen numerous casualties of this sort: wizened little scrappits in plastic pots of

      desiccated multi-purpose compost reluctantly abandoned after many a dinner party/birthday/Mother’s Day, etc.




      The problem with what I rather dismissively call ‘florist’s’ hydrangeas is that they have been forced into blooming at quite the wrong time, with the emphasis put on flower

      rather than root production. Their botanical clocks are all at sixes and sevens, and the effort and patience needed to get them back in the right time zone is quite reasonably considered by

      most of us to be a horticultural challenge too far.




      

      

        [image: ]

      


      




      What you should do with these exotic things is keep their roots just moist while they bloom. In due course, remove the faded flowers, cutting the stems down to a pair

      of leaves. After this the plants have to be kept just ticking over, somewhere light and really cool – they hate centrally heated conditions – until mid-May or thereabouts. Then they

      can be potted on into a larger pot of something suitable (50/50 loam-based John Innes No 3 and multi-purpose compost) and put outside in a fairly shady place for the hottest part of the summer

      while they recover their composure, growing leafy and even hopefully making a few new stems. Regular watering is important.




      Get them into the ground in the autumn and they will have every chance of winter survival and may even flower a little the following summer. The next spring (my goodness this is beginning to

      sound like a real marathon… it is, but I have done it myself, so I know it works) they can be properly pruned and should go onwards and upwards.




      Alternatively, bin the poor thing and have a kind but firm word with your children. [image: ]


    


  




  A DUFF BATCH?




  

    

      I bought two packets of nerine bulbs via mail order many months ago. I planted them in a south-facing position in two different gardens (seaside and country), both of

      them sheltered by brick walls. I have watered them regularly and surrounded them with compost. Alas they haven’t grown up as expected. They are just a few inches in height and have no

      pink flowers yet. Did I get a duff batch?




      Mary, by email




      In the wilds of their native sunny South Africa, nerines grow in very poor, free-draining soil – the sort of situations that we can really only replicate at the base

      of south-facing walls in this country. The bulbs should be planted relatively shallowly – with the tops of their ‘shoulders’ exposed to the sun so they

      can bake a bit – in soil that has been opened up and made as free-draining as possible with the deep addition of grit. Established nerines produce their leaves during winter (once they

      have finished flowering around November), so the appearance of leaves on your new bulbs that have yet to flower is not unexpected. These need to get as much sun as possible, and will gradually

      yellow and fade away completely in the summer so that the startling stems of spidery, pink, lily flowers then appear as if out of nowhere. Nerines therefore look best grown where they can make

      thick rows or clumps. The variety that would have been sold to you is bound to be Nerine bowdenii, which is reliably hardy here. The compost mulch you applied will be useful frost

      protection for their first winter, but should be unnecessary thereafter.




      I don’t know what instructions accompanied your mail-ordered bulbs, but I would suggest that you were perhaps encouraged to be a little over-optimistic: given the right conditions,

      nerines should flower in their second year after planting. However, once they get going after year two, they should improve and reliably multiply year by year. [image: ]


    


  




  SHADE GROUNDCOVER




  

    

      In our new garden I should like to replace some untidy groundcover (an evergreen euphorbia) in front of a laurel hedge with some more interesting permanent flowering

      plants, but not shrubs. Can you suggest things that would grow in quite a bit of shade?




      Sally, by email




      The existing euphorbia (doubtless E. amygdaloides var. robbiae) is actually one of the best plants for the place you describe, and I suggest that you keep a

      clump or two, controlling it annually to maintain a ‘balance of power’ with softer herbaceous plants. This euphorbia is vastly improved if its spring-flowering

      shoots are cut right back once they have lost their lime-green brilliance.




      You will need to improve the soil in the area with as much moisture-retaining organic matter as possible before replanting. You could go for simplicity by choosing an all-white colour scheme

      that would look bright and brilliant against the backdrop of so much permanent evergreen. The following is a list, starting with the tallest, of some of my personal favourites (all but one are

      perennials) that will cope with shade, given adequate moisture: Anemone × hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’; Lunaria rediviva (perennial honesty, actually very pale

      mauve); Myrrhis odorata (sweet cicely); Lunaria annua var. albiflora ‘Alba Variegata’ (biennial variegated white honesty); broadly striped thick-leaved

      (therefore more snail-proof) hostas and white-flowered Oriental hybrid hellebores. As gentle replacement groundcover you could try Galium odoratum (sweet woodruff), white-flowered

      Cyclamen hederifolium and Milium effusum ‘Aureum’ (Bowles’s golden grass).




      Don’t forget, when you re-do this area, to leave a rough pathway along the back so that the hedge can be pruned annually. The soil there will be dry, full of roots and awful anyway,

      definitely a no-go area for herbaceous plants. [image: ]


    


  




  A BOOK FOR PEDANTS LIKE ME




  You may claim not to care sixpence about the conventional pronunciation of plant names, their origins and meaning, but if you have ever belonged to the Cotton Easter club,

  don’t know if it is lissimakkia or lysimachia (and consequently mumble something in-between), if you stubbornly grow clemaytis when your snooty friends all grow clematis, take a look at

  The A to Z of Plant Names by Allen J Coombes (Timber Press). On about its third reincarnation, you can find it (of course) on Amazon.




  CONTEMPLATING A TRICKY MOVE




  

    

      I have a large and very vigorous plant of Himalayan honeysuckle that is rather too big for its allotted space. Ideally I would like to move it, but one that I moved in

      the past died on me. Is there a best time of year, or a particular knack to moving this plant?




      Brenda, Market Deeping, Lincolnshire




      This is one of those confusing plant names. To non-botanists, Himalayan honeysuckle bears little resemblance to the scented climbing honeysuckles with which we are more

      familiar, being a magnificent, upright, fast-growing plant with stout, hollow stems, blue-ish green foliage and, in late summer, 3in (7.5cm) pendent flower spikes with showy purple bracts.

      Shiny purple berries follow.




      You are right, mature plants don’t like being moved. You would perhaps do better to find a rogue seedling around the garden, pot it up and grow it on to plant out in autumn or the

      following spring in the place where you would like to move your existing plant. You are likely to find plenty of seedlings around since, if this plant has a fault, it is the fact that the birds

      adore the berries and the plant can actually become a bit of a weed if you let it.




      In the meantime, to curb your frustration, you can prune your magnificent monster and thus substantially reduce its size. Since it flowers on new wood, you could remove at ground level with

      a slim pruning saw as many of the older shoots (the thickest and brownest) as you see fit. The youngest green shoots that grew from the base last year should be preserved intact unless they are

      too tall, in which case they can be halved along with the rest of the bush. Follow all this up with a feed and mulch, and you may even find that your slimmed-down shrub has earned a

      reprieve. [image: ]


    


  




  DAHLIA DIVISION




  

    

      Having retrieved my dahlias from their winter hibernation quarters (in a horse-feed trough at the back of my garage, covered with straw and a blanket), thrown out

      those that were soft and mushy and cleaned up and dried off those that looked healthy, I am not sure what to do next. The largest look as though they need splitting. How do you do this? And a

      friend tells me I should get them growing in dry compost before planting them. Is this right?




      Ian, by email




      

      

        [image: ]

      


      




      Everyone I know seems to do different things with dahlias – it all depends on how cold it is where you live, whether you grow them in containers, etc, etc. But you can

      split dahlias quite easily by carefully cutting away some plump ‘fingers’ from the bundle-y tubers. You have to make sure, however, that each piece has a growing point at the top

      end (nearest to the old stem), which may not be easy to detect when they are totally dormant. So I suggest you do as your friend says: separate some likely-looking pieces and start them off in

      some dry (or at most barely moist) compost, before planting them out when all danger of a sneaky night frost is over. This may be as late as June in some parts. [image: ]


    


  




  SCALE INSECTS




  Wendy is wondering whether the nasty brown oval scale insects on her loganberry are likely to also attack a nearby climbing hydrangea or much-loved old rosemary bush. The answer

  is that it is unlikely. When I last looked there were 16 different kinds of scale insects, each preferring to invade a different plant or family of plants. Some scale insects

  are just sandy beige, brown or black, oval or round, often quite tiny and hard to spot on stems and on the underside of leaves. The only evidence may be the black sooty deposit that develops on

  foliage, as a result of their excreta attracting mould spores. Other scale insects (amongst them Eriococcus azaleae which, as the name suggests, attacks plants in the azalea family) are more

  visible, particularly in spring when they are breeding, at which point each scale develops a distinct white waxy-woolly ‘frill’. The treatment, however, is similar for all of them.

  Wendy is tackling her scale insects with neem oil and I suspect she will have an uphill battle. But where edible crops are not an issue, using a systemic insecticide early in the season when the

  young, more vulnerable ‘nymphs’ are on the move to feed off shoot tips is the best way of trying to beat or at least control an invasion – perhaps combined with disturbing the

  insects with a brush or with your hand.




  THINGS TO CONSIDER IN MARCH




  [image: ] Carefully remove the top few inches of compost from pots of lilies and replace with a 70/30 mixture of John Innes

  No 3 and leaf mould or multi-purpose compost.




  [image: ] Don’t be tempted to mow newly resurgent lawns too short. Neaten edges with shears. If they are really fuzzy

  after the winter, redefine them with a half-moon cutter.




  [image: ] And don’t be in too much of a hurry to start off seeds, particularly if you are a windowsill gardener.

  Later-sown seeds won’t hang around getting leggy, and will inevitably ‘catch up’.




  [image: ] Bush roses pruned early are now producing lots of new buds. Carefully rub off any ‘twins’ you can see

  and also any inward-facing buds likely to become shoots that cross through the middle of the bush.




  [image: ] Get a move on with planting new perennials and shrubs. The later they go in to the ground,

  the more fussing/watering you will have to do if we have a hot dry summer.




  Secateurs and loppers at the ready




  [image: ] Really tough, woody late summer-flowering shrubs can be cut back to a low woody framework now, and will make buds

  from old wood next month. Buddleja and Hydrangea ‘Annabelle’ fall into this category.
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