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			Foreword

			By W. C. Jameson

			I first met Steve Sederwall in 2006 at a book signing in Capitan, New Mexico. The book I was doing a reading from and signing was Billy the Kid: Beyond the Grave, which provides powerful and compelling evidence that the famous outlaw was not shot and killed as alleged by Sheriff Pat Garrett, but lived a long, not necessarily happy, life, passing away from a heart attack in Texas on December 27, 1950. Because the contents of the book took issue with the prevailing notions about the Kid, it upset, even angered, those who professed to be experts and vigorously supported the legend. To date, while a handful of so-called authorities have argued against the findings I presented in the book, none has ever presented evidence sufficient to support their positions.

			I knew Sederwall by reputation. He had generated newspaper headlines as well as television appearances relating to his aggressive investigations into a variety of Billy the Kid–related events. His findings were based on solid police work, and they differed, sometimes dramatically, from the established history laid down by writers who claimed to be historians. As a result, Sederwall was also irritating a number of self-anointed experts on the outlaw and his life and times. Sederwall ignored them all and continued with his work. I was hoping he would be at the book signing; I wanted to meet the man.

			Following the signing of books, a pleasant gathering ensued with snacks and wine. I visited with the guests and engaged in conversations about Billy the Kid, Pat Garrett, and New Mexico history. Though I had never seen Sederwall before, I knew it was him the minute the crowd parted to allow this six-foot-five-inch, broad-shouldered man wearing a Stetson, a badge, and a pistol to approach. He stepped up to me, introduced himself, and confronted me on a few findings in my book with which he took issue.

			Twelve years later, we still argue and disagree, but what became clear from that first meeting was that, though we have our differences, we are both interested in the same thing: the truth. We just chase it down in different ways.

			I have learned a lot from Sederwall. His tenacity and thoroughness when taking on the study of historical topics is exceeded by no one I have ever encountered. I have spent more years than I care to admit in academic settings and have never encountered anyone with research and investigation abilities equal to Sederwall’s. His talent for ferreting out evidence and facts long overlooked or ignored by the Billy the Kid establishment researchers is nothing short of amazing. His ability to deconstruct and analyze evidence is astounding. He is tenacious, determined, efficient, and thorough.

			Steven M. Sederwall comes by all of this honestly. He has been a cop for most of his adult life. He served in police departments in Texas and California and as a criminal investigator for the United States government. He has been involved in hundreds of investigations and worked dozens of crime scenes. With every assignment he gained more experience, more expertise. After decades of law enforcement and criminal investigation adventures, he has developed a keen sense for identifying and separating evidential fact from perception and myth. As an investigator he has recorded numerous successes. Today, Sederwall operates his own investigative agency. He is a private detective, but unlike most detectives, he specializes in investigating western cold cases, decades-old crimes and mysteries that either have never been solved or were bungled. In 1998 he decided to take on a series of major cold cases related to the mishandling of the life and times of the outlaw Billy the Kid.
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			There are, and have been, a number of doyens who do not hesitate to inform the likes of Steve Sederwall, me, and others that a crime scene investigation, as well as other forensic applications, cannot be conducted relative to events that took place a hundred or more years ago. They are wrong. The truth is, the literature is filled with examples of investigations of decades-old, even centuries-old, events that have succeeded in bringing to light certain facts heretofore missed, and which have resulted in the presentation of new truths.

			Deoxyribonucleic acid—DNA—is a genetic “fingerprint” inherited from our parents, and has proven to be a virtually irrefutable forensic investigation tool. Useful DNA has been extracted from bones and teeth millions of years old.

			A variety of chemical analyses can be applied to age-old crime scenes and mysteries. It had long been suspected that President Zachary Taylor, who died in office in 1850, was a victim of arsenic poisoning. His remains were disinterred and tested, the result being that no arsenic was found. Certain chemicals can be employed to locate decades-old bloodstains invisible to the human eye.

			Site analysis is another important forensic tool. All events occur in a place, and the geography of that place can provide clues as to how a situation unfolded, even determine what could have happened. While researchers and writers have examined historical events over the centuries, precious few, we have learned, actually traveled to the location of an occurrence and conducted an appropriate site analysis. Site analysis contributed to a greater understanding of the Battle of the Little Bighorn as well as the assassination of Pat Garrett.

			Such tools and techniques as described above are part of Sederwall’s investigation kit, and he applies them with the skill expected of a professional. His results have yielded heretofore unknown information and facts relative to selected mysteries.
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			“All history is mystery,” says author Dale L. Walker, “and historians have not done a particularly good job of unraveling them, and in many cases misinterpret and misreport them.” Matthew Arnold puts it less kindly; he insists that history is “a huge Mississippi of falsehoods.” Napoleon pulled no punches when he stated that history is “fraud agreed upon.”

			Much of the published “history” of the outlaw Billy the Kid and the Lincoln County War is fraudulent. Research on these topics has been poorly conducted, if conducted at all. The research and associated writing has amounted not so much to a quest for the truth, but more to a desire to develop a case to support the legend as well the researcher’s bias, and even to elevate one’s position in the community of Billy the Kid scholars and enthusiasts. The question of how one’s arguments are influenced by prejudgments has been a central methodological issue in history for decades.

			Steve Sederwall is attracted to a good mystery, and the investigator in him craves to solve it. In reading the extant literature on Billy the Kid, Sederwall encountered a number of unsolved mysteries, but was also appalled, exasperated, and bothered by the incomplete and shoddy research conducted on the outlaw and related topics. It occurred to Sederwall that authors of Billy the Kid–related books and articles appeared not to research much of anything and relied mainly on repeating each other, sometimes word for word. If a crime scene or forensic investigator had turned in reports in the manner of these “historians,” they would have been summarily dismissed.

			Sederwall determined that the published “facts” pertaining to Billy the Kid were flawed and unsatisfactory. He concluded the people who called themselves historians were going about it the wrong way, and that their work lacked the fundamentals of any important investigation. He decided it was time to approach these historical puzzles not as a historian but as a police investigator, one without bias and one who was committed to learning the truth.

			This approach is not new, nor unique to Sederwall. It has been pursued to great effect on a number of occasions. For example, Jeff Campbell, a retired twenty-year police investigator for the state of New Mexico who specialized in cold cases, applied his forensic skills to the infamous Sand Creek Massacre site. In November 1864, Colonel John Chivington led hundreds of cavalrymen to a Cheyenne Indian campground along Sand Creek in eastern Colorado. While the Indians waved white flags of surrender, Chivington ordered his men to open fire with carbine and cannon. In the end, 150 Indians were slaughtered, mostly old men, women, and children. The Sand Creek Massacre was the My Lai of its day, an embarrassing war crime exposed by honest soldiers and condemned by the United States government. Thanks to Campbell’s investigations, the geography and logistics of attack and escape were ultimately determined.

			Another example: A crime scene investigation that was initiated eighty-two years after the event yielded enough information to determine the cause of the fire that destroyed the Wolf House, the home of the writer Jack London. The investigation team consisted of a state criminologist, an expert in hydrocarbon and chemical fires, an arson investigator, and an authority on fire burn patterns. The investigation ruled out arson and attributed the cause of the blaze to a pile of cotton rags that had been soaked in linseed oil–based stains and varnishes. A forensic examination revealed that such rags were “capable of self-heating to flaming ignition in a few hours.”

			In what must be one of the oldest cases to be subjected to a forensic analysis, the mummified body of the pharaoh Tutankhamen, who died at nineteen years of age in 1323 BCE, was unearthed in 1922. It was determined that he suffered from malaria and epilepsy; had a clubfoot; and was afflicted with what today is known as Köhler disease, which can cause pain and swelling and leads to a pronounced limp. It was also learned from DNA analysis that Tutankhamen was the product of incest. As a result of the study, a number of researchers are convinced that Tut perished from complications related to malaria, although that contention is still being debated.
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			Sederwall has a passion for solving a mystery and for determining the truth. But rather than finding his quest for the truth praised and his findings entered into the arena of Billy the Kid specialists and made available for discussion and debate, he has been scorned and deemed a troublemaker by many who carry the torch for the status quo. Make no mistake: Sederwall’s findings, based on an application of solid, professional forensic science and technique, have served to anger and annoy a number of the self-professed experts. Passionate Billy the Kid enthusiasts appear to be a reactionary lot: Sederwall’s home has been the target of gunfire; he was once hauled into court by one of the rabid embracers of the status quo; and he has received death threats over the telephone.

			This type of reaction is nothing new to those who follow Billy the Kid goings-on. Dr. C. L. Sonnichsen, the brilliant Harvard-educated historian, folklorist, and author, received a number of death threats when his somewhat revisionist book, Alias Billy the Kid, was released in 1955. The investigator and writer Frederick Bean, who shepherded a Federal Bureau of Investigation–based study on the true identity of Billy the Kid, also received deaths threats and warnings to “never set foot in New Mexico again.” On the publication of my book, Billy the Kid: Beyond the Grave, I received threatening phone calls and letters, all of them anonymous.

			Sederwall’s quest for the truth is not deterred by death threats. As a former cop, he has been shot at before. His enthusiasm and devotion lie with determining and communicating facts, the facts that lead to the truth. The defenders of the outlaw’s legend, those who have positioned themselves as the arbiters of all things Billy the Kid, are growing concerned because their foundation is disintegrating. But it was a foundation of their own making, one replete with incomplete and inferior research, concocted less with the mortar of truth and more with the always permeable and fragile air of ego and status focus.

			Sederwall is unconcerned with the politics and pettiness of such things. Anyone who claims to be a historian is, or should be, after the truth. Sederwall’s philosophy is more aligned with the notion that if we are after the truth, then we should all be involved in this quest together. Those not interested in the truth need to get out of the way before they get run over, because in the end the truth will win every time.

		

	
		
			Introduction

			Despite what the history books relate, a significant number of western events have been misinterpreted, misrepresented, and/or misreported. A number of these occurrences represent important, even dramatic mysteries. To the historical researchers who have studied and reported such events, they remain cut-and-dried, if their published writings are to be believed. Someone skilled and experienced in investigation, however, often encounters things that historians missed or misconstrued.

			For example, the author Dee Brown not only found numerous discrepancies between the long-accepted “history” as it related to encounters between the United States military and American Indian tribes, he found significant manipulation of the truth, if not complete disregard for it. Further, Brown had his findings published in Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee (1970). The so-called history associated with these events, as we thought we understood it, was wrong.

			For a century or more, many of the events surrounding the mysterious, fascinating, enigmatic, and popular outlaw Billy the Kid and the associated Lincoln County War have been perpetuated as immutable fact by the history establishment when, in fact, they were often regarded by those with professional investigative experience as cold cases. Though Billy the Kid enthusiasts arrived at conclusions that were communicated via book and article, no in-depth and professional investigations were ever undertaken. On close examination it was discerned that the research conducted by the enthusiasts was incomplete and amateurish, and generally amounted to little more than repetition.

			With these cases the truth hovered behind the decades-thick façade of so-called historical research and reporting, waiting to burst forth, but was provided no opportunity. The fact remains that historians have a poor track record of solving cold cases, identifying pertinent pieces of evidence, interpreting them correctly, and communicating them properly so that they can be brought to light and have their day in court. This, as it turns out, is precisely what investigators do when bringing all observations and evidence to the fore.
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			During a criminal investigation the cop looks for facts. A mistaken belief among many is that fact and truth are synonymous. A fact is a statement or an observation about something that has occurred. Truth is the state or quality of being true and has to do with accuracy and integrity.

			“Truth is made up of facts,” said Dr. C. L. Sonnichsen, “but if we stop with the facts, we do not have the truth.” The best part of history, continued Sonnichsen, “begins where the facts leave off [and] when we begin to consider meanings.” Sometimes it takes several facts to make a truth. The problem with a great deal of historical writing is that it resembles simple bricklaying—the piling of one “fact” upon another with too little attention to the mortar that holds the structure together. Somewhere among the facts lies the truth, and it sometimes requires chipping away at the old mortar. Therein lies the excitement of discovery and connections. “The reason so much historical writing is so dull,” according to Sonnichsen, “is that is has no connection with the adventure of the human spirit.”

			With the exception of only a handful of publications, the literature related to the outlaw Billy the Kid appears to be oriented toward perpetuating the timeworn legend. After all, it is only the legend, the myth, that most people know, not the truth. The story of the Kid has been filtered through what historians thought or believed. In the end, however, readers were spoon-fed essentially the same version of the legend over and over. Legend, as defined by The New Lexicon Webster’s Dictionary, is “a story handed down from the past which lacks accurate historical evidence but has been popularly accepted as true.”

			History is, or is supposed to be, a quest for the truth. It is the historian’s job to evaluate information found, analyze it, track down the provenance, form conclusions, and tender them to the public. Most of the history related to the life and times of Billy the Kid has all of the earmarks of a quest not to uncover the truth but to perpetuate the legend.

			During the process of historical research and reporting, and the associated quest for truth, it serves no purpose to build barriers to keep out conflicting findings and opinions. The honest and professional approach is to invite scrutiny and to listen to other points of view, other hypotheses and conclusions. Following this, the professional historian, or anyone with any degree of integrity and honesty, will then allow opportunity for discussion and debate, all in the interest of learning the truth. When this does not take place, fraud occurs. The individuals and cliques who construct the barriers to debate and openness perpetuate the fraud. Unfortunately, this tendency characterizes much of the current paradigm of Billy the Kid–related studies.

			For decades a number of people have immersed themselves in the examination of this famous outlaw. They have included academic historians, amateur historians, enthusiasts, hobbyists, and the merely curious. For the purpose of eliminating the cumbersome identification of these separate groups, in the following pages they will all be referred to as historians since the majority of them identify themselves as such, credentialed or not.

			Sadly, western outlaw and lawman history is not held in high regard by most institutions of higher learning where many legitimate historians abide. These topics do not generate impressive amounts of research funding or large grants, and tend to lack prestige among academic peers. Virtually all of the periodicals associated with such topics are not academic, or even particularly professional. On the other hand, there are a handful of historians possessing academic credentials who dabble in outlaw history.

			The bulk of research on and writing about Billy the Kid, therefore, has been contributed by amateur historians and enthusiasts. A thorough examination of the body of literature available on the Kid reveals that precious little competent, authoritative, or original research has ever been undertaken. There exists little to no activity beyond looking up what others have already written and simply repeating it. Even a cursory examination of the extant literature on the topic verifies this.

			Unfortunately for those interested in the truth, accuracy, and professionalism that one expects to find associated with competent and sophisticated historical research, there has been a troubling absence of mature investigation involving deconstruction, analysis, reconstruction, and professional presentation. With very few exceptions it has been mostly repetition.

			It is possible to construct a literary genealogy of Billy the Kid literature, with most of the published offspring ultimately linked to the 1882 publication of The Authentic Life of Billy the Kid. Sheriff Pat Garrett, the alleged killer of Billy the Kid, is listed as the author. During the more than a century since Garrett’s book was released, it has been declared a collection of lies and misinterpretation. Writer Frederick Nolan has described it as “a farrago of nonsense” and “responsible for every single one of the myths perpetuated about Billy the Kid” and “many inaccuracies, evasions, and even untruths.” History records that Garrett’s friend and drinking buddy Ashmon Upson wrote most of the book. Some argue that he may have written all of it. Whatever the case, an examination of the text causes the investigator to wonder if Pat Garrett ever actually read the book before it was published. If he had, he would never have allowed its release, because it was filled with apparent inconsistencies, contradictions, and falsehoods.

			Garrett’s book was misleading and in error, and that has been proven time and again. Thus, it confuses and frustrates the honest pursuer of the truth in history when it is discovered that the so-called experts on the subject of Billy the Kid have done little more than repeat what Garrett said, along with repeating each other. What possible reason could there be for this state of affairs? Respected academicians relate that it is easy to look up material and repeat it. Detailed research, investigation, deconstruction, analysis, reconstruction, and careful and accurate reporting, however, require time, energy, and hard work.

			Over the years careful readings of Authentic Life have generated suspicions among the investigative-minded related to the truth about Billy the Kid from the time of his birth to his alleged demise at the hands of Garrett. This troubling book is not to be trusted. For decades, however, it has served as a font of information, though spurious, to undiscerning historians and writers.

			According to investigator Steve Sederwall, however, Authentic Life contains a number of “tells.” A tell is a cop term for a sign, always present, that points to the truth. In history one often encounters tells—it can be a witness testimony or a sentence or paragraph—that serve to lead one away from the truth, sometimes intentionally and sometimes accidentally. Tells are found throughout Authentic Life. They are also found in abundance in a book penned by Garrett’s deputy, John Poe (The Death of Billy the Kid). Poe’s book, in part, was an attempt to validate Garrett’s words and claims, but because of the appearance of numerous tells, it accomplished just the opposite. Tells are also found throughout much of the literature related to Billy the Kid. The tells lead to evidence, and the evidence was not always consistent with the legend.

			From the time that the outlaw Billy the Kid became a subject for research and publication, the tells, and there were dozens, slipped by the historians. Eventually, though, they were recognized and identified by Sederwall. In the following pages these tells are investigated, analyzed, and reported.
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			Billy the Kid was a legitimate outlaw for a number of reasons. He stole livestock, was involved in the passing of counterfeit money, and killed people. There is no need here for any attempt to sanitize the Kid’s reputation. What will be shown in the following pages, however, is that the Kid was no more of an outlaw than the cast of characters who ran Lincoln County, New Mexico, and the surrounding area. This group included businessmen, politicians, ranchers, and law enforcement personnel. Their crimes, immoral yet viewed as legal, included deceit, dishonesty, manipulation, theft, bribery, terrorism, and murder. Much of the criminal activity attached to Billy the Kid was, in fact, related to his interference with the crimes of those in power—those who had the authority to declare who was an outlaw and who wasn’t.

			Disturbed, frustrated, and intellectually unfulfilled by the hundreds of suspect books and thousands of repetitious and shallow articles on Billy the Kid, Sederwall decided to undertake a series of projects aimed at trying to learn what actually happened. He applied police investigative techniques to the life and times of Billy the Kid, something that had never been done before. Such a process is effective, not only in law enforcement but in interpreting history as well. Additionally, after identifying a number of crime scenes involving the Kid, Sederwall chose to apply contemporary forensic and crime scene investigation techniques to the appropriate sites and situations, as well as to numerous government and other reports.

			The results of his investigations troubled a lot of people—so-called Billy the Kid experts, businessmen, and politicians clear up to and including the office of the governor of New Mexico. Sederwall’s findings created a panic among those who sought to preserve the Billy the Kid legend, and what they presumed were the financial benefits of such an association. At every turn attempts to thwart Sederwall’s investigations were initiated by politicians, government officials, historians, writers, and others.

			Sederwall’s only objective has been to try to understand what really happened. Determining the truth was his sole agenda. As he learned along the way, many did not want the truth revealed: historians whose reputations were tied to Billy the Kid, businessmen who made all or part of their living trading on the outlaw’s name and legend, politicians running scared from dozens of concerns voiced by voters and contributors.

			Most versions of the New Testament carry a telling quote from Jesus in John (8:32): “Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” When it comes to Billy the Kid, the truth, rather than set anyone free, has the potential and capacity to irritate and annoy. Sederwall discovered through experience that many are not interested in the truth. They want the legend. One of the aides to the governor of New Mexico explained to Sederwall that the legend, as it was perpetuated by state and business interests, meant tourism dollars. As a result, no one wanted the truth. They wanted money.
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			The following pages relate Steve Sederwall’s quest for the truth. The obstacles he confronted are described, and his findings are presented straightforwardly and honestly. His quest has nettled the keepers of the Billy the Kid mythical flame, along with more politicians than Sederwall can count. The difference between Sederwall’s truths and those of the “experts” who came before him is that he has the physical and cultural evidence to back them up. The historians do not.

			Challenge Sederwall if you will. He appreciates a good challenge and loves a good fight. He has erected no barriers, and unlike the history cartel, he welcomes discussion and debate. If the challenge is honest and sincere, then the challenger, like him, is after the truth.
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			The myth of the outlaw Billy the Kid has endured for well over a century. Beneath the layers of legend, the truth has lain largely undisturbed, rarely recognized, often ignored. In peeling away the layers of myth and legend, as well as the bungled interpretations and writings, Sederwall exposes the errors and brings truth to the light. Legends are dramatic, adventurous, and romantic. That is why they are embraced. The truth, honestly, is all of that and much more. The truth provides deeper insight into this enigmatic man known as Billy the Kid, as well as his antagonists.

			Those who seek to protect and perpetuate the legend have every right to do so. If they are honest and forthright, however, they will also give credence to the truth. History has shown us that honesty and forthrightness have never been paramount. Nonetheless, the truth remains a smiling challenge that will never go away.

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			The Genesis of the Outlaw Billy the Kid

			The origins of the outlaw Billy the Kid, specifically regarding his birthplace, his parents, and where he spent his childhood, have long been written about and occasionally debated by western outlaw enthusiasts, as well as the occasional legitimate historian. Though locations as diverse as Missouri, Kansas, Texas, and elsewhere have been mentioned as the outlaw’s place of birth, most writers have identified it as New York City, though not a scintilla of evidence has ever been presented to verify this. The source of that information was Sheriff Pat Garrett’s book.

			The Kid’s natal origins are less important than the outlaw legend he was to become. The greatest number of those who profess to be experts and who have written about nineteenth-century New Mexico outlaw and lawman history generally agree that the Lincoln County War was likely the catalyst that catapulted the Kid to fame. This conflict commenced with the murder of John H. Tunstall, a rancher and the Kid’s employer, on February 18, 1878, and wound down five months later on July 19 at the end of a five-day gun battle with the killing of Tunstall’s business partner, Alexander McSween.
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			The Lincoln County War was, and remains, on a national scale somewhat obscure. For New Mexicans, however, it endures as a seminal event and is important for a number of reasons. One of these relates to the fact that it was a struggle for economic power in a region of New Mexico where wealth was scarce, a struggle that resulted in numerous deaths and made headlines throughout the region. Another reason is that it provided a setting for the dramatic introduction to the American public of arguably the most famous outlaw in America—Billy the Kid.

			Eastern novelists wrote books about the Kid, fanciful and dramatic tales that bore little to no resemblance to the truth. These dime novels, which often portrayed the youthful outlaw as daring, charming, and a kind of Robin Hood, introduced him to thousands of readers who were enthralled with the made-up adventures, further cementing his name and legendary exploits in the minds of the public in America and overseas. The legend grew, and is sustained today, but it remains only that. The following pages detail one man’s efforts to cut through the layers of myth and arrive at the truth.

		

	
		
			Chapter Two

			The Genesis of the Lincoln County War: The Killing of John Henry Tunstall

			As a result of politics, economics, power struggles, and greed, a series of related events in Lincoln County, New Mexico, were stirred into such a momentum that it seemed inevitable that the path would lead to confrontation and violence. It was not long in coming.

			Important sources for significant income and profit in and around south-central New Mexico were few and far between during the 1870s. United States government contracts to supply provisions, mainly beef, to the scattered military posts and encampments, as well as to Indian reservations, represented a significant flow of money and large profits for those who held the contracts. Competition for these arrangements was intense, often bitter, and at times ruthless.

			The most successful business enterprise dealing in these beef contracts during this time was owned by Lawrence G. Murphy. Murphy, in partnership with a succession of others, owned and operated a mercantile enterprise in Lincoln County, New Mexico, the largest in the area. He had no competitors, so he set prices as he chose. Murphy secured strong political alliances with territorial officials, US District Court officers, and the local sheriff. With lawmakers entirely on his side, Murphy squeezed huge profits from his customers, who consisted mostly of poor ranchers and farmers. Because of this potent monopoly and its political connections with men of power, there was little anyone could do about this iniquity.

			Beginning in the early 1870s, Murphy was the principal contractor for a man named William Rosenthal, a member of a dominant clique of politicians known as the Santa Fe Ring. The Ring enjoyed a monopoly supplying the government with beef. In time, Murphy took on partner James J. Dolan, and the mercantile business was named the Murphy-Dolan Store. Dolan started out as Murphy’s clerk and in a relatively short time earned the position of junior partner. Dolan eventually assumed ownership of the store in 1877, and it became known as J. J. Dolan and Company.

			John Chisum, owner of one of the largest cattle ranches in New Mexico, was eager for some of the beef contracts but refused to do business with Rosenthal. During the process Chisum and Murphy became enemies.

			John Tunstall, an Englishman, arrived in Lincoln County in November 1876. Descended from a family heavily involved in trading and mercantilism, he sought similar opportunities in the American Southwest and finally settled in Lincoln County. Coming from a business background, Tunstall had the notion of operating a store in Lincoln, and in the end decided to introduce competition to the Murphy-Dolan mercantile establishment.

			Shortly after Tunstall opened his own mercantile business, Dolan determined that the Englishman represented a direct economic threat. Initially, Dolan scoffed at the idea that Tunstall would have any impact, but as time passed and Tunstall’s clientele grew, Dolan decided something needed to be done to eliminate the competition.
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			In time, Tunstall and another Englishman, Alexander McSween, an attorney, partnered up in the Lincoln enterprise. The reasonable prices and honest business practices associated with the Tunstall Store soon earned the confidence and patronage of local residents.
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			In addition to competing with the store owned by Lawrence Murphy and J. J. Dolan, Tunstall soon became aligned with rancher John Chisum and, as a result, further drew the ire of Murphy. Deep bitterness between these men ensued.

			In the meantime, McSween managed to frustrate and enrage Murphy over an insurance settlement. McSween, who had been hired by Murphy to collect on a policy related to the death of a former partner, refused to turn over the money. Murphy, who held great influence over Lincoln town and county law enforcement, got a court order that allowed him to seize some of the goods in the Tunstall Store as well as a herd of horses that were pastured out at Tunstall’s ranch, located near the Rio Feliz forty miles southeast of Lincoln.

			Tunstall learned about the impending court order. He also heard gossip that a posse consisting of forty-three deputized men from Lincoln intended to ride to his ranch, seize his livestock, and kill him and his cowhands. The rancher and businessman decided to thwart this threat and deliver the horses to Lincoln himself until the case could be settled.

			On the morning of February 18, 1878, Tunstall and his ranch hands ate breakfast, rounded up the horses, and departed for Lincoln. The hands included Dick Brewer, Henry Brown, Fred Waite, Robert Widenmann, John Middleton, and a young man who went by the alias Billy Bonney and was soon to be better known as Billy the Kid. They drove nine horses from the Tunstall ranch toward Lincoln. After a mile Brown departed the group for unknown reasons. Ten miles later the party left the road to take a shortcut through the mountains. Waite, who was driving a wagon, remained on the main road.
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