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Help Us Keep This Guide Up to Date


Every effort has been made by the author and editors to make this guide as accurate and useful as possible. However, many things can change after a guide is published—trails are rerouted, regulations change, techniques evolve, facilities come under new management, etc.

We appreciate hearing from you concerning your experiences with this guide and how you feel it could be improved and kept up to date. While we may not be able to respond to all comments and suggestions, we’ll take them to heart and we’ll also make certain to share them with the author. Please send your comments and suggestions to the following address:


FalconGuides

Reader Response/Editorial Department

246 Goose Lane, Suite 200

Guilford, CT 06437



Thanks for your input!
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Introduction

Texas, the Lone Star State

As the giant statue of Big Tex says to visitors entering the state fair, “Howdy, partner, welcome to Texas!” Before Alaska entered the Union, Texas was the largest state. With an area of 261,797 square miles and a population of 23,507,783 (based on a 2006 US Census Bureau estimate) in 254 counties, Texas is second largest in both area (behind Alaska) and population (behind California). About half the state’s population resides in either the Dallas/Fort Worth or Houston metropolitan areas; however, San Antonio and El Paso are quickly growing.

The geography of Texas spans a wide range of features and timelines. The Rio Grande, Red River, and Sabine River all provide natural state lines. Texas borders Oklahoma on the north, Louisiana and Arkansas to the east, and New Mexico on the west. The Gulf of Mexico and Mexico are our neighbors to the south.

Texas’s large size and its location lend itself to several climate zones. In general, the Pineywoods and the Gulf Coast regions have a humid, subtropical climate. The Pan-handle Plains and Big Bend regions offer a semiarid to arid desert, particularly around El Paso. It is not uncommon for the Panhandle Plains to experience below-freezing temperatures and snow in winter, while the South Texas Plains and coastal regions are basking in 70-degree temperatures.

Different regions of Texas experience vastly different precipitation patterns. El Paso averages as little as 7.8 inches of rain per year, while the average annual precipitation is 59 inches in Orange. Maximum temperatures in the summer months range from the 80s in the mountains of west Texas, the Big Bend region, and on Galveston Island in the Gulf Coast region, to around 100°F in the Rio Grande Valley and South Texas Plains. Nighttime summer temperatures range from the upper 50s in the west Texas mountains to 80°F in Galveston.

According to the Texas Tourism Bureau, the state has seven different regions based on physical attributes and population estimates: Panhandle Plains, Prairies and Lakes, Pineywoods, Gulf Coast, South Texas Plains, Hill Country, and Big Bend Country. Some regions of Texas are associated with the South more than with the Southwest, primarily the Pineywoods, parts of the South Texas Plains, and the Prairies and Lakes. Other regions share more similarities with the Southwest, primarily Big Bend and the southern parts of the Panhandle Plains and South Texas Plains.


About This Book

This book is geared toward the camper looking for places to park an RV, trailer, or tent trailer, or to set up a tent. Many of the different campgrounds listed in the book include group shelters, cabins, and screened enclosures. Cabins and group sites are generally not listed. If these are of interest to you, please use the contact numbers listed for a particular camping location to find out if these extra options exist.

The campsites listed include Texas Parks & Wildlife Department state parks and natural areas, national parks, national forests and grasslands, and selected county and city campgrounds. It does not list the many different commercial RV establishments. The public options range from undeveloped campsites and primitive backpacking sites to campgrounds with just about all the amenities you have in your home, including electricity, water, sewer connections, and/or dump stations for RVs. Some even have Wi-Fi and cable TV hookups. Restrooms range from none in the backpacking areas to modern facilities with hot showers and flush toilets.

Some of the campgrounds are close to major cities such as Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston, and Waco. However, within those same campgrounds, campers can find remote sites allowing more privacy.

In putting this book together, it was important to me to provide more information than just locations to pitch a tent or back in or pull through a recreational vehicle. All the campgrounds selected present opportunities for some type of outdoor recreational activity such as hiking, mountain biking, fishing, nature photography, birding, boating, horseback riding, and even hunting in season. Check each location for what is available.


How to Use This Book

The book is divided into Texas’s seven travel regions: Panhandle Plains, Prairies and Lakes, Pineywoods, Gulf Coast, South Texas Plains, Hill Country, and Big Bend Country. Each chapter is further divided into sections based on the area covered. For example, in the Pineywoods chapter, there is a specific section on campgrounds on Sam Rayburn Reservoir. The purpose is to help campers research specific areas within a region without being overwhelmed with data from all the campgrounds, such as in the Prairies and Lakes.

Each chapter contains a map showing the locations of the region’s campgrounds. A brief introduction to the area’s camping is provided, along with a table summarizing the type of camping allowed (tent, screened shelter, RV), total number of campsites, and maximum RV length. Most of the campgrounds allowing RVs have no restrictions on RV length and are listed as U (unlimited), though there are few locations that do. Make sure you check this column if you are an RV camper. In addition, many of the RV campgrounds do not have hookups, so be sure to check this if it is important to you or if the length of your stay requires these amenities. The availability of toilets (flush or non-flush), showers, drinking water, and dump stations is also indicated along with the outdoor recreation available at each campground.

The last column gives an indication of the campsite rental cost per night ($ = $10 or less; $$ = $11 to $19; $$$ = $20 and higher). Please note that at some campgrounds, a campground entrance fee or boat launch fee may be charged in addition to the camping fee. If there is an additional fee, most often it is included as part of the camping fee.


Key:

Hookups:




	W
	–
	Water



	E
	–
	Electric



	S
	–
	Sewer



	C
	–
	Cable



	P
	–
	Phone



	I
	–
	Internet







Campsites:




	T
	–
	Tents



	S
	–
	Screened shelters



	R
	–
	Recreational vehicles







Max RV Length (given in feet):




	U
	–
	No length restrictions







Toilets:




	F
	–
	Flush



	NF
	–
	No Flush







Recreation:




	H
	–
	Hiking



	S
	–
	Swimming



	F
	–
	Fishing



	B
	–
	Boating



	L
	–
	Boat launch



	R
	–
	Horseback riding



	C
	–
	Cycling and mountain biking



	J
	–
	Canoe/johnboat rentals







The price range is as follows:




	$
	–
	$10 or less



	$$
	–
	$11–$19



	$$$
	–
	$20 and higher







Every campground has an “About the campground” section that provides additional useful information about the campground and surrounding area. Make sure you use the “Contact” phone number before going to any campground. In Texas, heavy rains, flooding, drought, hurricanes, wildfires, etc., may cause campgrounds to shut down. Location, entrance fee (if any), season, number of camping sites, length restrictions on RVs (if any), facilities available, camping site fees, management, contact phone numbers, and information on how to find the campground is given. Additional information, such as guide service, dry and wet storage for boats, etc., may be listed for each campground.


Campground Passes and Passports

The Texas State Parks Pass is an annual pass that offers many special benefits. As a member, you and your guests can enjoy unlimited visits to state parks, state historic sites, and state natural areas without paying the daily entrance fee. Members also receive discounts on camping, Texas State Park Store merchandise, and recreational equipment rentals, and are eligible for special promotions, such as waived activity fees and free programs.

The National Parks and Federal Lands Recreational Pass is valid for one full year from the month of purchase. This pass provides entrance or access to the pass holder and accompanying passengers at federally operated recreation sites across the country.

Fees and policies vary widely across the thousands of federal recreation sites, so please contact specific sites directly for information on what is or is not covered. If you are 62 or older or receive disability benefits, you may be eligible for the Senior or Access Pass, respectively.

The Texas State Parks Pass is available at most state parks and historic sites, as well as through the Customer Service Center in Austin, Texas (512-389-8900).


Zero Impact

Probably the most valuable thing for humans and nature is to observe a zero-impact backcountry ethic. Exercise these simple rules and you’ll get along fine in any campground in Texas. The following is a simplified version pertaining to campgrounds.

Plan ahead and prepare. Research your campground and its regulations. Purchase the maps, permits, and supplies you need for each campground. In case of emergency, pack survival gear.

Minimize impact. Camp within the designated camping areas on durable surfaces. Use the established sites and do not stray out of established tent pads and parking spaces. The same goes for footpaths or hiking trails. Even if a footpath is wet or muddy, walk through it. Stepping off the trail damages the surrounding vegetation and widens your impact. Use designated fire pits. If the area is open to fires, use a pit that has already been established. Collect dead wood and keep your fire small.

Dispose of your waste. Dispose of all your trash properly. If there are no garbage cans at the campground, pack your waste out with you. The same goes for any garbage left by others. Bring sealed containers and bags for packing all materials out. Never leave behind or bury anything. Do not put garbage in vault toilets. Remove all unburned materials from your fire ring.

Leave what you find. Collecting materials of any kind at most campgrounds is illegal. Always check the regulations before you collect firewood.

Respect wildlife. Never disturb or inhibit an animal you encounter. Observe these creatures from a distance; do not stalk them for photos. Do not interfere with their activities, and never feed them.

Respect neighbors. Keep your camp quiet. Keep your voices low and leave stereos at home. Enjoy the soft sounds of nature and minimize the effect of your presence.





	Map Legend



	


	Transportation
	



	Interstate Highway
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	US Highway
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	State Road
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	Hydrology
	



	Body of Water
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	River/Creek
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	Symbols
	



	Campground
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	Capital
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	Land Use
	



	National Park/Forest/Preserve
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Panhandle Plains

Big skies, gorgeous sunsets, and breathtaking vistas characterize the Panhandle Plains of north Texas. Travel Texas boasts that the stars at night are big and bright in the Panhandle Plains. With its wide-open spaces and rolling plains, this region boasts some of the clearest and brightest star-filled evening skies you’ll find anywhere in the Lone Star State, and that’s just the beginning.

Rugged beauty is all around visitors to this area, from the vast expanses of fertile farmland to the water-carved canyons and scenic lakes. Twenty-six campgrounds offer camping experiences for everyone from the RV camper to the primitive backpacker. Saddle up your horse, or rent one at some of the campgrounds, and experience what some of the earliest people of Texas felt as they made their way across the state, some heading farther west.

The Panhandle Plains stretch from the Texas-Oklahoma border south to San Angelo. New Mexico borders on the west. Wichita Falls and Brownwood are anchor cities along the eastern border, while the northern part of the region is dominated by Amarillo. Other historic Texas cities and towns within this geographical area are Lubbock and Abilene.

Just to the south of San Angelo lies one of the state’s most beautiful natural attractions, Palo Duro Canyon State Park in Canyon. One of the largest state parks in Texas, it features more than 18,000 acres of majestic scenery, including walls that plunge nearly 1,000 feet to the canyon floor.

A portion of the historic official Texas longhorn herd resides in Fort Griffin State Park and Historic Site. Comanche and other Native American tribes roamed these rolling plains. Caprock Canyons State Park’s lengthy trailway is open for hiking, biking, and equestrian use. Recreational adventure stretches from the western terminus at the South Plains on top of the caprock escarpment to the eastern terminus of Estelline in the Red River Valley.

Campers in the Panhandle Plains have a wide assortment of outdoor adventures from which to choose. From fishing, boating, hiking, and swimming to nature study, photography, and historic sites, it’s all here for the taking at this region’s campgrounds.
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Panhandle Plains




	
	
	Campsites
	Total Sites
	Max RV Length
	Hookups
	Toilets
	Showers
	Drinking Water
	Dump Station
	Recreation
	Fee



	1.1
	Gene HoweWMA
	TR
	7
	U
	
	NF
	
	
	
	H
	$



	1.2
	Muleshoe NWR
	TR
	*
	U
	
	NF
	
	X
	
	H
	



	1.3
	McClellan Creek National Grasslands RA
	TR
	60
	U
	EW
	F
	X
	X
	X
	HF
	$$



	1.4
	Lake Marvin RA
	TR
	12
	EW
	NF
	NF
	X
	
	
	$$
	



	1.5
	Caprock Canyons SP &Trailway
	TR
	128
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFBLRC
	$-$$$



	1.6
	Copper Breaks SP
	TR
	67
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFBLRC
	$-$$$



	1.7
	Abilene SP
	TR
	91
	U
	EWS
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFC
	$-$$



	1.8
	Fort Griffin SP
	TR
	33
	EWS
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	X
	$$-$$$
	



	1.9
	Fort Richardson SP
	TRS
	56
	U
	EWS
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFRC
	$-$$



	1.10
	Lake Arrowhead SP
	TR
	79
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HFBLR
	$-$$$



	1.11
	Lake Brownwood SP
	TR
	87
	U/27
	EWS
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFB
	$$-$$$



	1.12
	Lake Colorado City SP
	TR
	112
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFB
	$$-$$$



	1.13
	Palo Duro Canyon SP
	TR
	154
	60
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HRC
	$$-$$$



	1.14
	Possum Kingdom SP
	TR
	41
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFBLC
	$-$$$



	1.15
	SanAngeloSP
	TR
	124
	U
	EW
	F, NF
	X
	X
	X
	HSFBRC
	$-$$




* No defined information on the number of campsites




1.1 Gene Howe Wildlife Management Area

Location: Canadian

Entrance fee: Limited Public Use permit

Season: Open year-round, except during special hunting seasons (contact the WMA for current park status)

Camping sites: 7 primitive sites

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Fire rings, composting toilets; no drinking water

Fees per night: $$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (806) 323-8642

Finding the campground: From Canadian, heading north on US 83/US 60, turn right (east) on FM 2266 and go about 6 miles to the registration and information station. GPS: 36.1797609 / -100.25884656

About the campground: The Gene Howe Wildlife Management Area (GHWMA) comprises 5,394 acres located along the Canadian River in the northern rolling plains of Hemphill County, about 7 miles north of the town of Canadian. It is composed of roughly two-thirds sand sage/midgrass rangeland and one-third cottonwood/tallgrass bottomland. Numerous wildlife species can be found in the GHWMA, both small and big game. Fishing is permitted. Designated public hunting roads enter the various sections, allowing visitors to reach interior undisturbed environment. Some areas in the GHWMA are inaccessible to two-wheel-drive vehicles; four-wheel drive is recommended to gain access to these areas. Due to high water levels during the winter, some of the bottomlands are not accessible even with a four-wheel drive. Users may not camp or build a fire anywhere in the GHWMA other than in designated campsites, and the cutting of firewood is prohibited.




1.2 Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge

Location: 20 miles south of Muleshoe

Entrance fee: None

Season: Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge headquarters open 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on weekdays

Camping sites: A camping area is located near the refuge headquarters, with numerous primitive camping sites available. No hookups are available. Restrooms.

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Fire pits, grills, picnic tables, vaulted toilets

Fees per night: None

Management: US Fish & Wildlife Service

Contact: (806) 946-3341

Finding the campground: From Muleshoe, take TX 214 south 20 miles, then go west on Caliche Road for 2.25 miles to the refuge headquarters. GPS: 33.955295 / -102.776973

About the campground: Muleshoe (5,809 acres) is the oldest national wildlife refuge in Texas and is one of a chain of refuges in the Central Flyway. Located on the high plains of west Texas, Muleshoe was established as a wintering area for migratory waterfowl and sandhill cranes. When sufficient water is present, the refuge hosts large numbers of sandhill cranes and a variety of other waterfowl. Muleshoe has three sink-type lakes that have no outlets and depend entirely on runoff for water, so they are periodically dry. Muleshoe National Wildlife Refuge offers wildlife-dependent recreation, including wildlife watching and photography, hiking, and camping. A visitor center in the refuge office displays some mounted birds and mammals common to the area. A picnic area and 1-mile nature trail is located near the refuge headquarters, and there’s a 0.25-mile nature trail at Paul’s Lake, 6 miles northeast of the headquarters.





1.3 McClellan Creek National Grasslands Recreation Area


Location: 3 miles north of I-40 exit 128

Entrance fee: Day-use fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 60 RV sites with water and electric hookups; picnicking available ($)

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms with showers, drinking water, picnic area, dump station on northwest side of the lake

Fees per night: $$

Management: USDA Forest Service

Contact: (580) 497-2143

Finding the campground: From I-40, exit 128, go 3 miles north on Hwy 2477 to McClellan Creek Recreation Area. GPS: 35.211481 / -100.874872

About the campground: McClellan Creek Recreation Area contains 1,449 acres near Pampa in Gray County. Lake McClellan offers picnicking, fishing, and wildlife-viewing opportunities year-round. Hiking trails are available at most areas, and all have access for cross-county travel on undeveloped portions of the grasslands.




1.4 Lake Marvin Recreation Area

Location: 12 miles east of Canadian

Entrance fee: None

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 12 sites at Lake Marvin Campground

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Vault toilets, potable water, picnic area

Fees per night: $$ for electric hookups; no fee for tent camping

Management: USDA Forest Service

Contact: (580) 497-2143

Finding the campground: From Canadian, go 12 miles east on FM 2266. GPS: 35.886002 / -100.1806359

About the campground: Hiking trails are available, along with a 40-acre fishing lake with small boat ramp. The Big Tree Trail was used as a reference point for wagon trains going west.





1.5 Caprock Canyons State Park and Trailway


Location: Quitaque

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 10 campsites with electric (50 amp) in the Honey Flat area; 25 campsites with electric (30 amp), 9 campsites with water in the Lake Theo area; 10 primitive campsites in the Little Red camping area (tent camping only); 30 primitive campsites in the South Prong camping area; 40 primitive campsites (hike-in) in the North Prong and South Prong primitive camping areas; 4 primitive campsites (hike-in) along trailway

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms, showers, dump station. North Prong and South Prong have organic restrooms and 16.3 miles of associated trails; equestrian sites have corrals, tables, grills, water for horses, and parking at individual sites. Lake Theo has picnic tables, fire rings, and lantern posts. Honey Flat has shade shelters, picnic tables, fire rings, and lantern posts.

Fees per night: $–$$$

Contact: (806) 455-1492

Finding the campground: The park is 3.5 miles north of Quitaque on FM 1065. GPS: 34.410296 / -101.053264

About the campground: Caprock Canyons State Park, 100 miles southeast of Amarillo in Briscoe County, opened in 1982. It consists of 15,314 acres, including the Trailway, a 64.25-mile rail-to-trail conversion, acquired by donation in 1992 from a railroad entrepreneur. This acquisition added recreational adventure stretching from the western terminus at the South Plains on top of the caprock escarpment to the eastern terminus of Estelline in the Red River Valley. There are almost 90 miles of multiuse trails ranging from the very difficult in rugged terrain to those with less than 3 percent grade. About 25 miles include cliffs and drop-offs, with steep climbs and descents that are recommended only for the experienced equestrian and mountain biker. Water is usually available for animals along the trails, and some potable water is available at selected sites, but it is highly recommended that each adventurer carries personal water.

In addition to hiking, horseback riding, and mountain biking, the park offers boating on a no-wake lake (120 surface acres, 30 feet deep when full) with boat ramp, a scenic drive, guided tours, interpretive exhibits, a fishing pier, a swimming beach, a Texas State Park Store, and seasonal concessions offering horse rentals.





1.6 Copper Breaks State Park


Location: Between Quanah and Crowell

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 24 sites with electric (30/50 amp) hookups; 11 sites with water; 14 equestrian sites; 6 primitive campsites (hike-in); 8 group campsites at Big Pond; 4 group campsites at Cottonwood

 Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms with and without showers, dump station, group picnic pavilion with adjacent group picnic area; equestrian area with two 5-foot tying rails

Fees per night: $–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (940) 839-4331

Finding the campground: The park is located 12 miles from Quanah and 8 miles from Crowell on TX 6. Enter the park on Park Road 62. GPS: 34.1113 / -99.75235

About the campground: A portion of the official Texas longhorn herd is maintained at the park. Activities include picnicking, mountain biking, wildlife viewing, backpacking, kite flying, horseback riding (horse rentals not available), summer educational and interpretive programs, playgrounds, and natural and historical exhibits. Two lakes (60 acres and 10 acres) offer swimming, boating (ramp and dock), and fishing (pier). There are 9.5 miles of trails for backpacking, mountain biking, and horseback riding over varying terrain, along with a 0.5-mile nature trail. All 10 miles of trail may be used for day hiking.




1.7 Abilene State Park

Location: Tuscola

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 3 full hookup sites; 19 sites with electric (Brushy Trail and Oak Grove areas); 20 sites with electric (Pecan Grove area); 35 sites with electric (group trailer area); 2 sites with electric (tent-only sites); 12 campsites with water (tent-only sites)

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms with and without showers, RV dump station

Fees per night: $–$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (325) 572-3204

Finding the campground: From Abilene, travel 16 miles southwest on FM 89, through Buffalo Gap, then on Park Road 32 to the park entrance. GPS: 32.24061 / -99.87908

About the campground: Abilene State Park offers camping, hiking, nature study, picnicking, fishing in the park’s Buffalo Wallow Pond and nearby Lake Abilene, and biking and walking on park roads. Amenities include a playground area; summertime 40 x 110-foot swimming pool and 10 x 30-foot wading pool; sand volleyball and horseshoes pits; a basketball goal; and a large open area for baseball, soccer, football, and kite flying.





1.8 Fort Griffin State Park and Historic Site


Location: Albany

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 33 sites and primitive camping on nearly 5 acres: 8 sites with full RV hookups; 20 RV sites with water and electric hookups; 5 designated tent-camping sites with water only

Maximum length: No length restrictions on sites with full hookups

Facilities: Restroom with showers; dump station; picnic sites, including a group area; enclosed winterized shelter (can be heated in winter and opened in summer) with tables, a grill, electricity, water, and restrooms nearby; two group equestrian camps with water for horses only (combined capacity of 35 rigs)

Fees per night: $$–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (325) 762-3592

Finding the campground: To reach the park, travel 15 miles north of Albany on US 283. Turn on Park Road 54, which will take you to the campground. GPS: 32.9241 / -99.2258

About the campground: The park offers hiking, fishing, picnicking, living history, historical reenactments, and nature study, with its interpretive center, amphitheater, 3 miles of historic hiking trails, and 1.5 miles of nature trails. Playgrounds with slides and swings, a Texas State Park Store, basketball and volleyball courts, horseshoes pits, and a baseball field are also available. A portion of the official Texas longhorn herd resides in the park. The partially restored ruins of Old Fort Griffin—including a hand-dug well, mess hall, barracks, library, rock chimney, store, administration building, cistern, hospital, powder magazine, foundation of the officers’ quarters, and first sergeant’s quarters—along with a restored bakery and replicas of enlisted men’s huts are on a bluff overlooking the townsite of Fort Griffin and the Clear Fork of the Brazos River Valley.




1.9 Fort Richardson State Park and Historic Site, and Lost Creek Reservoir State Trailway

Location: Jacksboro

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 4 full hookup sites; 19 sites with electric (20/30/50 amp); 18 sites with electric (20/30 amp); 10 tent-only sites with water (Lake Jacksboro); 5 primitive hike-in sites

Fees per night: $–$$

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms with and without showers, dump station, screened shelters

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (940) 567-3506

Finding the campground: To reach the park, travel 0.5 mile south of Jacksboro on TX 199. GPS: 33.206158 / -98.156966

About the campground: The fort site includes seven of the original buildings, all of which have been restored: the post hospital, the commanding officer’s quarters, a powder magazine, a morgue, a commissary, a guardhouse, and a bakery, which once baked 600 loaves a day. There are also two replica officers’ and enlisted men’s barracks. The officers’ barracks houses the interpretive center. The park’s activities and amenities include picnicking, fishing, hiking, biking, horseback riding, nature study, wading in the creek (seasonal), swimming (accessible via Lost Creek Reservoir State Trailway or by road), a volleyball court, horseshoes pits, and a Texas State Park Store.

Lost Creek Reservoir State Trailway, a hike, bike, and equestrian trail, runs adjacent to Fort Richardson. The approximately 10-mile-long trail follows scenic Lost Creek and travels the east side of Lake Jacksboro and Lost Creek Reservoir. Most of the trail travels by the creek or lakes, which provide numerous opportunities to fish and swim. The Prickly Pear Trail takes you through open prairie land for 2 miles, and a nature walk follows Lost Creek for 0.25 mile. Fishing is allowed in the 8-acre Quarry Lake, located by park headquarters.




1.10 Lake Arrowhead State Park

Location: Wichita Falls

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 48 sites with electric (50 amp) and water hookups; 19 sites with water hookups; 4 equestrian sites with electric (50 amp) and water hookups; 8 primitive (walk-in) sites

Maximum length: No length restrictions

Facilities: Restrooms with and without showers, dump station; equestrian sites have a picnic table, fire ring, tie rail, corral, and 4 covered stalls.

Fees per night: $–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (940) 528-2211

Finding the campground: From Wichita Falls, travel south on TX 281 for approximately 7 miles, then turn left on FM 1954 for 7 miles. The park is 14 miles from Wichita Falls. GPS: 33.758578 / -98.395201

About the campground: Lake Arrowhead State Park is a participant in the “Loan A Tackle Program,” which loans fishing tackle. The park features picnic sites with shade; an 18-hole disc golf course; 5 miles of trails; a concrete boat-launching ramp; lighted fishing piers; two fish-cleaning shelters, one at the boat ramp and one at the fishing pier; a floating boat dock; and a 300-acre day-use equestrian area.





1.11 Lake Brownwood State Park


Location: Lake Brownwood

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 20 full hookup sites in Council Bluff area (50/30/20 amp); 35 sites with electric in Willow Point (50/30/20 amp); 11 sites with electric in Comanche Trails (30/20 amp); 9 tent-only sites with electric in Comanche Trails (30/20 amp); 12 tent-only sites with water in Willow Point

Maximum length: 27 feet at Comanche Trails electric sites

Facilities: Restrooms with and without showers, dump station; picnic table and grill at each site.

Fees per night: $$–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (325) 784-5223

Finding the campground: From Brownwood, take TX 279 northwest for 16 miles and exit on Park Road 15. Travel east on Park Road 15 for 6 miles to reach the park. GPS: 31.856987 / -99.028641

About the campground: Activities include picnicking, hiking on 3 miles of trails (including a 0.5-mile nature trail), boating, waterskiing, fishing, swimming, nature study, and birding. The park offers a fish-cleaning facility, a fishing pier with lights, boat-launching ramps, and a floating boat dock with boat slips.




1.12 Lake Colorado City State Park

Location: Colorado City

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 9 pull-through campsites with water, electricity; 69 campsites with water and electricity; 34 campsites with water. Restrooms with showers nearby.

Maximum length: No length restrictions on sites with full hookups

Facilities: Restrooms with showers, dump station, picnic tables with grills, drinking water

Fees per night: $$–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (325) 728-3931

Finding the campground: The park is located off I-20 (exit 210), about 6 miles south of Colorado City on FM 2836. GPS: 32.318219 / -100.936476

About the campground: Activities include picnicking, fishing, hiking, and swimming. Containing more than 5 miles of shoreline, the 500-acre park affords numerous outdoor activities for lake swimmers, anglers, water-and jet-skiers, and naturalists with its lighted fishing pier, four-lane concrete boat ramp, and 1-mile hiking/nature trail. The park also has a Texas State Park Store.





1.13 Palo Duro Canyon State Park


Location: 12 miles east of Canyon

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 18 sites with electric in Juniper; 47 sites with electric (30/50 amp) in Mesquite and Sagebrush areas (some sites will hold up to 60-foot RVs); 32 sites with electric (20/30 amp) in Hackberry area (some sites will hold up to 60-foot RVs); 8 tent-only sites with water; 40 primitive (hike-in) sites; 9 group sites with water and electric (30/50 amp) in the Wolfberry area; youth group campsite with water

Maximum length: 60 feet

Facilities: Hookup sites have restrooms with showers nearby and a dump station. Backpack sites have potable water at trailhead and restrooms 0.25 mile from parking area; pets allowed overnight. Equestrian sites have water; some have pens for horses (4 with and 6 without). Backpack primitive area is 0.5 to 0.75 mile in; no ground fires, containerized fuel only; water 0.5 to 0.75 mile away.

Fees per night: $$–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (806) 488-2227

Finding the campground: The park is located about 12 miles east of Canyon on TX 217. From Amarillo, take I-27 south to TX 217 and go east 8 miles. GPS: 34.984709 / -101.701867

About the campground: Welcome to the Grand Canyon of Texas—Palo Duro Canyon State Park. Activities here include horseback riding, hiking, nature study, birding, mountain biking, and scenic driving.




1.14 Possum Kingdom State Park

Location: Caddo, near Graham and Mineral Wells

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 21 sites with electric (20/30/50 amp) and water in the Spanish Oaks camping area; 8 sites with electric and water (20/30/50 amp) in the Shady Grove area (campground usually closes for the winter and reopens March 1); 8 sites with water (some sites share water) in the Lakeview and Chaparral Trail areas (Chaparral Trails Camping Loop closed Dec–Feb); 4 walk-in primitive campsites

Maximum length: No length restrictions on sites with full hookups

Facilities: Restrooms with showers, dump station, picnic tables

Fees per night: $–$$$

Management: Texas Parks & Wildlife Department

Contact: (940) 549-1803

Finding the campground: From Dallas, take US 180 west about 100 miles to Caddo, then go 17 miles north on Park Road 33. GPS: 32.873573 / -98.559331

About the campground: Activities include picnicking, hiking, biking, nature study, lake swimming, fishing, boating, and waterskiing. A fishing pier, fish-cleaning facility, and concrete boat ramp with a courtesy dock are available, along with playgrounds and 2 miles of hiking/nature trails. The park has a privately operated marina and store that carries groceries, bait and tackle, miscellaneous camping supplies, firewood, and a large assortment of T-shirts and souvenirs. The marina offers both motorized and nonmotorized boat rentals, covered slip rentals, and a gas dock. Reservations are strongly recommended for motorized boat and slip rentals; call (940) 549-5612.




1.15 San Angelo State Park

Location: San Angelo

Entrance fee: Small fee

Season: Open year-round

Camping sites: 40 sites with electric (30/50 amp) and water in the Red Arroyo area; 20 sites with electric (30 amp) and water in the Chaparral area; 11 sites with electric (30/50 amp) and water in the Bald Eagle area. Horses are allowed here when the North Concho Campground is full. No pens or tethers are provided; 10 equestrian campsites with electric (30 amp) and water. The North Concho campground has pens; 10 tent camping only sites accessible by foot, horseback, bike, or vehicle. Hiking distance ranges from 3 to 5 miles. Water in the area. This campsite is located in the River Bend camping area. Thirty-three drive-up primitive sites in the Bald Eagle, Isabel Hart, and Red Arroyo camping areas. Group sites are available in the North Concho and Dry Creek areas.
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