
[image: Cover: Unofficial Hocus Pocus Cross-Stitch, by Ulysses Press]


25 Movie-Inspired Patterns and Designs for Year-Round Halloween Decor

Unofficial Hocus Pocus Cross-Stitch

This book is not associated with or authorized or approved by The Walt Disney Company or any other owner of rights in Hocus Pocus.
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STITCHCRAFT 101

Welcome, my pretties, to the very first stitchcraft book dedicated to one of the best movies of all time. If you’re reading this, odds are you’re a fan of the ’90s cult classic Hocus Pocus. Starring Bette Midler, Sarah Jessica Parker, and Kathy Najimy as the devilishly delightful Sanderson Sisters, the movie has it all: witches, high school, over-the-top bullies, Halloween, and (let’s not forget) a random musical number.

This book is a celebration of that movie, including 25 Halloween- and movie-themed patterns that are perfect for spooky season and beyond.

The patterns in the book are organized by difficulty, which is determined by the number of colors and techniques required. However, the patterns are easy enough for stitch witches of all levels to figure out. If you’re new to cross-stitching, make sure to read through the instructions on the following pages, which will give you everything you need to get started ASAP.

What are you waiting for, sister? Let’s start crafting up some spooky stitching!

FABRIC

All the patterns in this book use Aida fabric, a loose-weave fabric perfect for stitching. At your craft store, this will come in a variety of colors and counts (most commonly 11-count, 14-count, and 16-count). The count refers to how many stitches per inch; so for a 14-count Aida fabric, there are 14 stitches (or squares) per inch.

All the patterns in this book are designed for 14-count Aida fabric.

Technically, you can cross-stitch on any linen or fabric, but you would be working without a guide. Aida is perfectly designed for all your cross-stitch needs!


EMBROIDERY HOOP

Embroidery hoops, used to help stabilize your work as you stitch, are available at your local craft store and come in a variety of sizes and materials. Each hoop has two parts: a smaller inner hoop and a larger outer hoop with a screw for tightening. Wooden and plastic hoops work just fine, although wood lends that classic look. I recommend buying a few different sizes of hoops so you have a selection on hand. If you want to display or gift your finished project in the hoop, make sure you purchase the size indicated in the pattern.

NEEDLES

The best needle for cross-stitching is a tapestry needle. These have large eyes (aka the hole at the top of the needle) and a blunt tip. I recommend a size 24 tapestry needle.

EMBROIDERY FLOSS

All the projects in this book use six-strand DMC embroidery floss (also known as embroidery thread). Each color has a corresponding name and DMC color code. Your local craft store should have a broad selection, but if you’re having trouble finding an exact color, you can substitute with one that looks similar.

Most projects need only one skein (bundle) of floss per color. You’ll use two of the six strands whenever stitching.

PREPARING YOUR FABRIC AND HOOP

It’s a best practice to start at the center of any cross-stitch pattern. Before you start any project, prep your fabric by centering it tautly in your embroidery hoop. Here are step-by-step instructions for getting started with Aida fabric:

1. Starting with clean hands, cut out a piece of fabric that is at least 1 to 3 inches longer on each side than your finished pattern’s length and height. I always manage to mess this up, so I err on the side of 3 inches. This gives you a little wiggle room for making mistakes and framing your patterns.

2. Fold the fabric in half horizontally and crease. Fold it in half vertically and crease. The dead center of your fabric will be where the two creases meet. Mark this spot with a pencil.

3. Loosen the screw on your hoop until the smaller hoop is free. On a flat surface, center your fabric on top of the smaller hoop. Press down with the larger hoop to secure the fabric between the two hoops.

4. Make sure the fabric is taut and tighten the screw.

You may have to readjust your hoop depending on where you’re working in the pattern. Follow these directions again, centering the part of the fabric you’re working with instead of the actual center of the fabric.

READING A CROSS-STITCH PATTERN

This book includes counted cross-stitch patterns. That means you’ll have to count how many stitches you need and then make that many, as they aren’t already outlined on the fabric for you.

Each square of the pattern represents one cross-stitch and has a color and symbol corresponding to the pattern’s color key, telling you what DMC color floss you should use. The symbols are especially helpful if you are using a black-and-white pattern or are working with similar colors. Backstitching is indicated by colored lines.
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