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MEET THE ROBERTSON FAMILY AND FRIENDS
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PHIL ROBERTSON: The patriarch of our family and the Duck Commander. Phil has been studying and teaching God’s Word for the past thirty-eight years. He and Miss Kay attended and graduated from an intense two-year advanced Bible program associated with the seminary that Jase and Al studied at from 1988 to 1990.
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MISS KAY ROBERTSON: The matriarch of our family and the glue that holds everything together. Miss Kay has taught children’s classes at our church for years and led scores of women’s Bible study groups for the past twenty-five-plus years.
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SI ROBERTSON: Phil’s younger brother and a faithful man of God. Si is known for his tall and colorful tales, but he is very serious about his commitment to God and his study of the Bible. You will always find Si in attendance when God’s Word is being taught at our church.
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AL ROBERTSON: The oldest of the four Robertson sons. Al worked for the family’s church for twenty years after graduating from seminary. He is back at Duck Commander now, but continues to study, teach, and preach all around the country as well as at home. One of his main purposes in the family business is to remind everyone to stay true to God, His Word, and His mission for the Robertson family.
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LISA ROBERTSON: Al’s wife of twenty-eight years. Lisa worked with Al at the church for several different ministries there before joining him back at Duck Commander. She is a committed mother and grandmother and guides her family in the ways of Christ.
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ANNA (ROBERTSON) STONE: Al and Lisa’s oldest daughter. Anna has worked for Duck Commander for almost ten years since graduating from high school. She has been married for nine years and has two daughters, Carley and Bailey.
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JAY STONE: Anna’s husband of nine years, Jay coached and taught at a local middle school for twelve years before coming to work for Duck Commander a year ago. Jay works with the guys in the duck call room to fulfill the ever-growing demand for Duck Commander duck calls.
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ALEX (ROBERTSON) MANCUSO: Al and Lisa’s youngest daughter. Alex went to Louisiana State University in Baton Rouge and graduated from the Louisiana Culinary Institute there as a pastry chef. She continues the family’s love for cooking and has recently come home to work for Duck Commander to develop restaurant opportunities for the family. She recently married Vince Mancuso, who also works for Duck Commander.
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JASE ROBERTSON: The second oldest Robertson son. Jase went to seminary with Al after graduating from high school and actually worked in full-time ministry for five years before going back to Duck Commander in the mid-nineties. Jase shares God’s Word in presentations all around the country.
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MISSY ROBERTSON: Jase’s wife of twenty-two years. Missy grew up in a minister’s home, as her parents have been active doing evangelistic campaigns for forty-plus years. She is a talented singer and has participated as part of the church praise team for the past twenty years and led many children’s choruses as well.
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REED ROBERTSON: Jase and Missy’s oldest son, who just turned eighteen. Reed will be a senior at Ouachita Christian School this year and is heavily involved there in athletics. Reed is a gifted singer and musician and speaks around the country about his family and faith.
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COLE ROBERTSON: Jase and Missy’s second son, who is fifteen. Cole will be a sophomore at Ouachita Christian School this year and plays baseball there. He is very involved with the church youth group and speaks around the country about his family and faith.
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WILLIE ROBERTSON: The third brother of the Robertson sons. Willie is the CEO of Duck Commander and has grown the business and the brand to incredible heights. Willie went for one year to seminary before going to Harding University and then graduated from ULM in Monroe. He has worked with youth and college kids at the family church and ran Camp CH-YO-CA for a few years before returning to Duck Commander. Like the rest of his family, Willie speaks all around the country about faith, family, and ducks.
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KORIE ROBERTSON: Willie’s wife of twenty-one years. Korie’s family had several successful businesses including a Christian publishing business that produced hymnals and Christian books for many, many years. Korie is a godly woman who continues the legacy of a great Christian upbringing.
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JOHN LUKE ROBERTSON: Willie and Korie’s oldest son, who is seventeen. John Luke will be a junior at Ouachita Christian School and is heavily involved at the school and in our church youth group. He speaks around the country about his family and faith.
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SADIE ROBERTSON: Willie and Korie’s oldest daughter, who just turned sixteen. Sadie will be a sophomore with Cole at Ouachita Christian School; she is a talented athlete and very involved in her school and friends there. She is popular on Duck Dynasty and speaks around the country about her family and faith.
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WILL ROBERTSON: Willie and Korie’s third child, who is eleven. Will was adopted as a newborn, but is probably more like his dad than any of his siblings. He has a great sense of humor and is also a talented singer and plays football as well.
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BELLA ROBERTSON: Willie and Korie’s youngest child, who is ten. Bella and Will are almost the same age, but she is about half his size. Like most girls her age, she is very active and loves horses.


[image: photo]


JEP ROBERTSON: The youngest of the Robertson sons. Jep is the only son who completely grew up in a Christian home, and the family business encompasses all of his thirty-four years. Since graduating from high school, Jep has worked for the family business and has worked in film production for the past ten years filming and editing the Duck Commander hunting DVDs.
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JESSICA ROBERTSON: Jep’s wife of eleven years. Jessica is a busy mom with four children ranging from ten to four years old. She has a great smile and personality and is a fan favorite on Duck Dynasty. Jessica and Jep speak around the country about their faith and the family.
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JOHN GODWIN: John was a big Duck Commander fan who befriended the Robertson family, was converted to Christ, and eventually came to work for the business about twelve years ago. He and his wife, Paula, have one daughter, Johanna, who recently started college. John speaks around the country about his faith and role in the duck call business.
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JUSTIN MARTIN: Martin, as he is known by most, has been with Duck Commander for about four years. He worked for a sporting goods store as he was attending college and befriended Willie, who eventually hired him. He appears around the country demonstrating duck calls on behalf of Duck Commander.
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JON GIMBER: Jon is a first cousin to the Robertson clan; his mother, Judy, was Phil and Si’s older sister. Judy passed away from cancer seven years ago. Like most Robertsons, Jon loves to cook and is an avid hunter. He came to work for Duck Commander almost a year ago and is a vital part of the company’s growth and future.


[image: photo]


LYNDA HAMMITT: Lynda is the voice of Duck Commander, as she works as the receptionist answering the phone every day. She has appeared on Duck Dynasty and has been with the company for several years. She and her husband worked as missionaries in Africa for many years before a car accident sent them home to the United States and eventually to West Monroe, Louisiana, and the Robertson family church.
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MOUNTAIN MAN: MM’s real name is Tim Gurardy, and he started as Willie and Korie’s air conditioner repairman. An appearance on the first season of Duck Dynasty has led to more appearances, and MM appears all over the country now signing and taking pictures with fans. Tim was converted to Christ after connecting with the Robertsons and attends the family church when he is not traveling and appearing.





INTRODUCTION



THE WORD OF God has been a constant in the Robertson home since Dad became a Christian almost forty years ago. Whether we were discussing and debating at the dinner table, teaching in a small-group setting, or sharing with someone who doesn’t know the Lord, the Bible has been very near and dear to our family. Like every family, we get busy with life and need regular reminders to read, meditate on God’s Word, and apply it to our daily lives. Because our family understands this need, we wanted to write a daily devotional book to help guide others to the life-changing power found in Scripture.


Dad’s parents, Granny and Pa, helped us buy our home place on the river and lived next door to us when Dad became a Christian. They were retiring and wanted to fish, hunt, grow gardens, and be close to family in their later years. They also had a divine appointment to teach our family a lot of scripture. God knew that our family needed them nearby to help guide our young family in our Christian walk. They were totally committed to studying the Bible and shared so much of what they discovered with our whole family. Forty years ago, our two homes on the Ouachita River were guided by the Scripture, and that foundation has now grown to seven homes, with many more on the horizon as the Robertson family continues to grow. This book is really dedicated to Granny and Pa and the legacy they continue to grow in us concerning our love for the Bible.


We are all very excited about sharing some of our favorite passages and why they are special to us. You’ll find that some of the chosen passages are repeated by other family members—that’s because some of the same passages have significantly impacted different people in our family. If you have watched our television show, you know how much we like to talk and expound on things, and this devotional book is no different. You will find some lengthy passages that don’t need a lot said about them because there isn’t much to add to the power that God has instilled. You’ll also find other passages that spark a memory from our past, a challenge for our present, or a hope for our future. It is our prayer that those sentiments will bless your day and your spiritual walk.


We encourage you to read through the passage, message, and prayer more than once during the day and allow God’s Word to bless you and guide you in your daily walk with Him. We also challenge you to change whatever needs to be changed in your life to act in line with the truth of God’s Word. God says that his Word is active and sharp and was written to impact, shape, and transform lives and lifestyles.


If ever there was a time in our world that we needed to be guided by the principles of the Bible, it is now. So many people in the world are struggling for answers to their life issues, and the best guide and most absolute truth available is still the Holy Bible. We invite you to spend a year with our family. As we walk through passages from God’s holy words of truth and light, you will be blessed by the journey.
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JANUARY 1



AN OBEDIENT WALK
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Blessed are all who fear the LORD, who walk in obedience to him. You will eat the fruit of your labor; blessings and prosperity will be yours. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine within your house; your children will be like olive shoots around your table. Yes, this will be the blessing for the man who fears the LORD.


—PSALM 128:1–4


I DON’T KNOW OF a better description of what has happened to the Robertson family than this passage. Dad made the decision to make Christ his Lord in 1975, and that decision changed not only his eternal destiny but his earthly one, as well. The sober-minded decision to start a new company called Duck Commander led to a brand that would be respected and recognized by duck hunters all over the world. A video series led to a show on Outdoor Channel, which led to a juggernaut named Duck Dynasty. The whole phenomenon began with the fear of the Lord and an obedient walk, and it continues today with the blessings of a committed family around the dinner table.


Prayer


Father, we thank You for the ability to see a clearer path and the courage to seize it, by Your grace. Thank You for the blessings of our family and the mission set before us. In Christ we humbly pray, amen.


—Al





JANUARY 2



UNASHAMED
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I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.


—ROMANS 1:16


BEING ASHAMED IS feeling humiliated or embarrassed because we feel inadequate or inferior. It’s feeling reluctant because we fear shame before anything even happens to us. To counter this feeling of being ashamed, we must remember at all times that we are saved, rescued, redeemed, justified, and sanctified by the Spirit of the living God. Over and over, Jesus said, “Do not be afraid.” Read 2 Timothy 1:7 right now and read Romans 1:16 (above) again. Get the picture? The Hebrew writer said that Jesus is not ashamed to call us brothers. Therefore, we should not be ashamed of Him and the gospel about Him!


Prayer


Thanks, Father, for Your Spirit that empowers us. Help us through Your Spirit to love people more than we fear them. Amen.


—Phil





JANUARY 3



THE BEST ARGUMENT
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But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.


—1 CORINTHIANS 15:20


MY FAMILY IS notorious for arguments. It is how we communicate, and it is not surprising to see someone stating your stance as their own days after they had the opposing view. I would suppose that’s when you realize you won the argument. I believe one of the strongest arguments for Christ’s resurrection is the fact that Christ’s closest followers died in martyrdom because of their witness of a risen Lord (1 Corinthians 15:5–6). History books document that these men would rather die than deny the resurrection. It begs the question, “Who would die for a lie, knowing it was a lie, when the issue was life after death?”


Prayer


Lord, give me the confidence not only to share the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus but to live and die in view of the risen Savior. Jesus is Lord.


—Jase





JANUARY 4



MORE THAN WE IMAGINE
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Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.


—EPHESIANS 3:20–21, KJV


I HAVE A FRIEND who is a missionary in the mountains of Mexico. He’s in his eighties, and he sleeps in his car. One night, he was preaching in a remote village, and when the invitation was given, a lot of people came forward—including a man who was weeping and wanting salvation. He had left his family ten years earlier and was seeking reconciliation with them, so he asked Jesus to change him so he could be a good husband and father. After the man told the preacher all of this, a woman and a young boy stood up—his wife and child. Ever since she had accepted Christ five years earlier, the man’s wife had been praying for her husband. Jesus not only saved him but had his wife and son waiting on him too. God did more than this man could have ever imagined.


Prayer


Jesus, I thank You for being able and willing to bless us. Help us to be appreciative of all You do to make our lives abundant; help us to count our blessings and give You the glory you deserve. In Christ we pray, amen.


—Willie





JANUARY 5



LIKE A ROARING LION
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Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.


—1 PETER 5:8


WHEN I WAS in Vietnam, I stayed for about six months in a hotel and I would share a room for a couple of weeks at a time with guys who were coming back from the jungle on their way home. These guys were decompressing before they went home, but they sure had some wild tales to tell me. One guy said a tiger ate the arm off of one of his buddies after a firefight! It scared me enough that I was glad I wasn’t out there in the jungle! Our enemy the devil is described like that in the verse above, and he scares me too! God is stronger, but I don’t want to give that old devil any room to have at ole Si.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, I am glad You are stronger than the devil, and I ask that You watch out for me and my family. Help me to stay alert and keep watch. Through Jesus I pray, amen.


—Si





JANUARY 6



A LEGACY OF WISDOM
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My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding—indeed, if you call out for insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the knowledge of God.


—PROVERBS 2:1–5


THE VERSE REMINDS me so much of my dad. I know I’m probably a little biased, but I think he is probably one of the wisest men on planet Earth. I was blessed to come into our family after Dad turned his life over to God. I got to see him at his best. Mom and Dad modeled a great marriage to me, and Dad taught me what it meant to be a godly man. Now that I have children of my own, I try to be wise and pass along wisdom to them. Like the scripture above says, we really do have to seek after wisdom and put our mind to living wisely. I know I have a long way to go, but I’ve been taught by the best, and I thank God for that teaching.


Prayer


Dear Lord, I pray for insight and cry aloud for understanding. Help me seek out wisdom in every decision I make. I want to seek out wisdom so that I can understand Your love and knowledge.


—Jep





JANUARY 7



THE GIFT OF COOKING
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Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.


—1 PETER 4:9–10


I HAVE ALWAYS ENJOYED cooking and learned a lot about it from my grandmother Nannie and from Phil’s mother, Granny. When my boys were at home I always saw cooking as a gift that I could use to help share the gospel and also to provide a great atmosphere for my sons’ friends, so they’d want to come into our home. Food continues to draw our family together, and I never want to lose the gift God has given me to open up our home and feed people delicious food.


Prayer


Father, I am so grateful for my gift of cooking and enjoying people in my home. I thank You for Phil’s abilities, as well, and pray we never grow tired of having people in and feeding them. I pray that more people will learn this great art and use it to help people and expand Your kingdom. I pray all of this in Jesus’ name, amen.


—Miss Kay





JANUARY 8



THE SIMPLE WAY OUT
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So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.


—2 KINGS 5:14


WHEN TIMES GET difficult, we often ask God for the easy way out. Easy means that someone waves a wand and poof, it’s done, fixed, no more trouble. While God doesn’t always give us an easy way out, He does often give us a simple way out. But simple involves action on our part. In the scripture above, God told Naaman to dip himself in the Jordan seven times. Going to the river and dipping himself seven times was not something difficult, but Naaman wanted the easy way out. He didn’t want to exert any effort at all. But God required more of him, and most of the time He requires something of us as well. Not because He can’t perform the miracle, but because He knows exerting effort is what we need. So next time troubles comes your way, remember to look for the simple solution that God has for you. It may not be easy, but it very well could be simple.


Prayer


Dear Lord, please help me to rest assured that You are going before me and that when I call on You, You will help me. Thank You for growing me during these hard times.


—Korie





JANUARY 9



MAKING MUSIC
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It is good to praise the Lord and make music to your name, O Most High.


—PSALM 92:1


I LOVE TO SING and make music. I love to sit at the piano and pound out new harmonies. And now that my kids are older, fewer things give me more enjoyment than having my teenage boys sit with me and sing. Often they’ll play the guitar, the ukulele, or the piano, and we see what we can come up with. It’s such a good feeling when we get all of the music to come together. And it’s an even better feeling when we sing about our Savior and praise Him for what He’s done for us. I’m sure it gives our Father in heaven even more enjoyment than it gives us. This is a good thing!


Prayer


Lord, thank You for Your gift of music. Thank You for the simple pleasure of melody and harmony. Thank You for the talents You have given my family and the enjoyment they bring to us. We praise You for Your mighty works and pray that we will always be able to sing to You and praise You through music.


—Missy





JANUARY 10



DO UNTO OTHERS . . .
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In everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums up the Law and the Prophets.


—MATTHEW 7:12


AS A YOUNG girl I would hear my mother quote the above scripture to my sister and me. At the time, I remember thinking, That’s easier said than done! But her words have always stuck with me. As I watched my mother being kind to others no matter how she was treated, her actions spoke even louder than words. I watched and learned from her example. She showed kindness even when kindness wasn’t necessarily due. I always want to show the love of Christ to others, no matter how I’m treated.


Prayer


Lord, I ask that no matter how I’m treated, You help me always show love and kindness to everyone. I want my reaction to others, without hesitation, to be the right response.


—Jessica





JANUARY 11



PLEASING HIM
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May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.


—PSALM 19:14


I DON’T THINK MUCH about the words that come out of my mouth on a second-by-second or minute-by-minute basis, but if I read this scripture correctly, I should. Each and every word I say should be pleasing to God! Every thought or meditation in my heart should be pleasing to God! Oh, wow! Do I have a lot of work to do! I am better at this than I was in my younger days, but I need to be much better than I am now. To hold each thought and each word captive—that is my goal.


Prayer


Father, You know how we struggle. Just because we don’t always say what we’re thinking doesn’t mean You aren’t reading it in our hearts. Please, Lord, help me to think before I speak and pray before I think! I want You to be pleased with my thoughts and my words. Clean my heart, and put Your words there to dwell. In Jesus’ name, amen.


—Lisa





JANUARY 12



WHY NOT ME?
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Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.


—JAMES 1:12


MY WIFE, PAULA, and I were new Christians, and life was going well. She worked in the emergency room at the local hospital, and one day the unthinkable happened: she was stuck with a needle from a patient with the HIV virus. We were doing all the right things, and then this happened! I have to admit, “Why us?” did come to mind, especially because we thought we were finally living right. But Paula had an amazing reply: “Why not me . . . better me than someone who hasn’t heard of Jesus.” Wow! Woman, get off my toes. I was challenged that day to grow my faith up to that level. It’s our unwavering faith that helps us persevere!


Prayer


Father, protect us from the evil one. Help us to be faithful and aware of Your presence at all times. Help us realize our shortcomings and help us to get back up when we fall. Help us to not take You for granted or the freedom we have in You. I thank You for my wife and her faith. In Your precious name, amen.


—Godwin





JANUARY 13



DOING YOUR PART
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For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.


—PHILIPPIANS 1:21


THIS CONCEPT IS one of the coolest things about being a Christian. If we are still living on planet Earth, we get the opportunity to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and when we die we get to spend eternity with Him! Talk about a no-lose situation! We are all put on this Earth for a reason. Your role may be as a planter of the seed of God’s Word, or a seed waterer, or a seed picker. You can be any one of these, but most likely, you have been all three at some point. You may never know what a person needs to hear, so you might as well be prepared to do all three with equal enthusiasm as long as you’re here on Earth. Then on that great day, you will hear the words we all long to hear: “Well done, my good and faithful servant!”


Prayer


God, we know that You sent Your Son here so that we may be saved and live eternally with You. Help us to know that while we are here we must continue to spread Your message until we are called home.


—Martin





JANUARY 14



THE FULL LIFE
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The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.


—JOHN 10:10


SOMETIMES, AS TEENS, we might think that God is a rule-making God. But God is not about making rules, and being a Christian isn’t about all the things we shouldn’t do. Living for Jesus is about living free and understanding that you are here for a reason. The above verse tells us that Jesus came so we can live a full life. Full like a swimming pool when the water hose has been left on—full and running over. He wants us to experience it all! Following the thief, or Satan, will only lead to destruction, so why would we make that choice? The Christian life isn’t boring. Let God use you. Do great things. Go live life to the fullest.


Prayer


Father, please use me as You want. I want a full life, even if I don’t know where that will take me. I trust that You know what is best for me. Use me. In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.


—John Luke





JANUARY 15



A FIRE IN MY HEART
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But if I say, “I will not mention his word or speak anymore in his name,” his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up in my bones. I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.


—JEREMIAH 20:9


WHEN MY BROTHER Jase and I went to seminary way back in 1988, this verse from the prophet Jeremiah became the motto for our entire class. We wanted to be men and women who never shrank back from an opportunity to be God’s spokesperson when there was something that He wanted said. Jeremiah is called the weeping prophet because not many people ever wanted to hear what he had to say, and God kept giving him some tough sermons to preach. God always has something He wants done on this earth, and His people are the ones to do it. And they will be able to do it, if they keep that fire in their hearts burning bright. Don’t hold back God’s message today!


Prayer


Father, give us the courage to hold up when things don’t go well and the people around us don’t seem interested in what You have to say through us. Please keep our fire lit and our hearts burdened to be Your man or woman this very day. We humbly ask this through Christ, amen.


—Al





JANUARY 16



ONLY ONE WAY OUT!
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Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”


—JOHN 14:6


I’VE HEARD TOO many people say, “I’ll take my chances without this Jesus. I’m not convinced He has anything that I need.” Really? Now, think about this for a minute. In the end, we all end up six feet deep in the ground. We’re buried under all that dirt, and we have no way to get out on our own. The only thing we have to look forward to is worms and decay. But there is a way out—in fact, there’s only one way out. The only way out of that grave is Jesus! The truth is that Jesus offers us victory over the grave. It’s up to you whether you take Him up on His offer. Jesus is our life. Without Him there is only death—forever! The choice is yours. What’s it gonna be, friend?


Prayer


Father, we thank You for Jesus. He is our way, our truth, our life! We acknowledge that Jesus is our only chance to survive this existence. We understand that we have no hope beyond that cold grave without belief in Jesus’ resurrection. It is because of Him and by His name that I pray to you. Amen.


—Phil





JANUARY 17



WE ARE THE REEL
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We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us.


—2 CORINTHIANS 5:20


AS A KID I was part of the bass-fishing craze. Everyone seemed to have a giant ski boat with a huge outboard motor. We were “river rats,” and our boat was built for practicality and longevity. We still use it today. I remember asking my dad if we were going to upgrade. He explained to me the difference between “fishers” and “catchers.” Despite my dad’s beliefs and his idea of making trends instead of following them, I saved my money and bought myself a fancy Ambassador reel. I quickly realized that it’s not about the name brand of the tackle or how it looks; it’s about who is controlling it. We are all flawed, and some of us look a little rough around the edges, but God uses us anyway. The key is to realize we are the reel, Jesus is the lure, and God is in control.


Prayer


Lord, use me despite my flaws and weaknesses. Give me wisdom and insight to recognize the opportunities You give me to make You known.


—Jase





JANUARY 18



CLEARING OUR HEARTS
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Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.


—HOSEA 10:12, KJV


WHEN I WAS a kid, a neighbor cleared land for a new hay-field. They cut the timber and cleared the stumps with a dozer, then burned all the stumps and brush. Then we walked the ground and picked up chunks of wood before it could be plowed and planted. It took a lot of work before the field was suitable for planting. But the work didn’t stop after that—it had to be kept up. A neglected field reverts back to brush and weeds. God is saying our hearts are like that field; they take a lot of clearing and burning of useless things before they are productive for His use. The good news is that when we are saved, God clears and plants His Spirit in us so we can be productive for Him. But without constant care and attention, the weeds and brush creep back into our lives. This Christian walk of ours is not a one-time decision—it is a lifelong commitment.


Prayer


Lord, help us submit to Your ways of righteousness and mercy, let Your Holy Spirit plow our hearts with conviction so we can be a fertile field for You. In Jesus’ name, amen.


—Willie





JANUARY 19



WE WILL BE CONTENT
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But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.


—1 TIMOTHY 6:6–8


WE GREW UP poor, okay, with not much more than the clothes on our backs as possessions. I didn’t even wear clothes until it was time to go to school, and I still fought Mama over having to wear them then, so I had even less than everybody else! But no one ever told us we were poor, so we thought that everybody lived like we did. Some would say that it was ignorance, but I think it was contentment with what we had. We lived off the land and we did okay. I don’t want any success to ever change my contentment.


Prayer


Heavenly Father, I pray for contentment and satisfaction in what You have blessed me with. I am grateful for my humble beginnings, and I don’t want to ever be greedy. In Jesus’ name, I pray, amen.


—Si





JANUARY 20



R-E-S-P-E-C-T


[image: duck]


Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor.


—1 PETER 2:17


WITH THE NEW footprint of Duck Commander, we are now engaging countless people in countless situations. Because of my selfish nature and foolish pride, there are times that I use my knowledge—rather than God’s wisdom—and selfish desires to drive my decisions. During these times, I sometimes forget that there are more important factors than me. Reading the above scripture makes me remember to show respect to everyone and reminds me that I am in these situations because of a purpose—God’s purpose. This is a simple little verse that carries a huge meaning, which God obviously intended us to live by.


Prayer


Father, I thank You for loving me, thank You for guiding me, and thank You for Your promises. Fill me with Your love, and let me show it to everyone I encounter, so that I am a living example of You. Fill me with respect; let my decisions always honor You. In Your Son Jesus’ name I pray, amen.


—Jon Gimber





JANUARY 21



NEW BEGINNINGS
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Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.


—PSALM 51:10–12


HAVE YOU EVER done something so bad that you thought it was just too much to be forgiven? David wrote the above words after a scandalous affair, the murder of a friend, and the loss of a child. He had a few issues! David felt desperate and without hope, thinking he was too far gone for God’s love. But then he remembered the kind of God he served, and hope sprang up in his heart as he realized that God has the power to renew, restore, and rebuild the human heart. You, too, may sometimes feel that you are beyond God’s reach—but the truth is that He is always ready to redeem. You, too, can once again find joy, even after devastating sin and consequence.


Prayer


Father, please restore our joy today and create purity in our lives. We humbly ask that Your Holy Spirit bear fruit through us today as we walk in this world. Thank You for Jesus and His ability to turn our messes into His message. It is through Him that we pray today, amen.


—Al





JANUARY 22



PASS IT ON!
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Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can urge the younger women to love their husbands and children, to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands.


—TITUS 2:3–5


THESE VERSES ALWAYS remind me of my grandmother Nannie. I have tried to be like her for most of my life, and her voice is the one that gave me strength through the hardest times of my early life with Phil. She had taught me to fight for my man and my marriage, and that is exactly what I did. Her wisdom proved to be right, and now I try to share that wisdom with the younger generation. I teach multiple groups for young women and absolutely love it! Passing on what we know to those coming after us is not only commanded by God but is a true joy.


Prayer


Father, I am so grateful for my grandmother and the lessons she taught me. Please help me to be like her and teach younger women to hang tough when things get rough in a marriage. Thank You so much for Phil changing his life and for my boys and their families. I owe You everything. I pray this through Jesus, amen.


—Miss Kay





JANUARY 23



PEACE OF MIND AND HEART
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Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.


—PHILIPPIANS 4:6–7


ANXIETY CAN BE a real struggle for me. One thing I’ve learned about anxiety is that I can’t get rid of it on my own. But I can beat it with prayer and thanksgiving. It’s amazing what simply talking to the Father can do—especially if we sprinkle in plenty of praise and thanks. I love what this verse says about the peace of God guarding our hearts. On my own, I don’t always have an easy time keeping my heart in the right place, but when I ask God to “guard” my heart and my mind, I can feel confident and at ease, knowing that He’s got my back. Next time anxiety tries to creep in your life, rejoice that you are a son or daughter of God Almighty and invite Him to guard your heart and mind.


Prayer


God Almighty, I pray that I will rejoice in You every day of my life. Please place a guard around my heart and mind so that it feels and thinks what You want me to feel and think. I pray this with peace and thanksgiving in my heart. Amen.


—Jep





JANUARY 24



LOVING DIFFICULT PEOPLE



[image: duck]


Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. No one has seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us, and His love is made complete in us. This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.


—1 JOHN 4:11–14


LET’S FACE IT, people are sometimes hard to love. We have a big family, and we all work together and play together. This means we have many opportunities to grow in all the fruits of the spirit, because it can be difficult to always be kind, loving, and forgiving with those you are with daily. But with the help of the Holy Spirit, God’s spirit, we can all do it. This is also true of loving our coworkers, our fellow church members, and our neighbors. The next time you are having a hard time loving someone, remember to call on the Holy Spirit—who lives in you—for help. You can love that person who aggravates you with God’s help.


Prayer


God, first, help me to be lovable. And I also need the help of Your Spirit to love those around me. Guide my words and actions so that I don’t hurt others but instead love them like You do. Amen.


—Korie





JANUARY 25



LET’S GO TO WORK!
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When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.


—1 CORINTHIANS 15:54–58


WHAT A MOTIVATION to work for the Lord! We do not work to be saved. We work for the Lord because we are saved. Jesus has already done all the work for us—He did it on the cross. Then He proved He had the power to do it when He arose from the dead. No more sin for us—no more death! The victory is ours through our Lord Jesus! Let’s go to work—for others. Remember this!


Prayer


Thank You, God, for the victory we have over sin and death. We know that this victory is not because of our works, but because of what Jesus did, is now doing, and will do in the end! Amen.


—Phil





JANUARY 26



FORGIVENESS GOES BOTH WAYS
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Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. Blessed is the one whose sin the LORD does not count against them and in whose spirit is no deceit. . . . I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” And you forgave the guilt of my sin.


—PSALM 32:1–2, 5


THESE VERSES ARE some of the most comforting that I’ve ever read in God’s Word. Just like everyone else, I’ve made my share of mistakes—and have downright sinned. Although my life and my level of sin have changed drastically with age and wisdom, I still need to be reminded that when I do sin against my Lord, my sins are forgiven. My sins are not held against me. And as I remember that God quickly and lovingly forgives me, I also need to remember to extend that same love and forgiveness to others—even those who sin against me personally. I’m so thankful to know that the shame and the guilt of my sin are gone when I confess it to the Lord. What a blessing!


Prayer


Father, I thank You for Your forgiveness and the continual cleansing of my transgressions. Please, Father, remind me daily of the blessing You gave us when You sent Your Son to redeem us. Help us to offer this forgiveness to others as You have forgiven us. In His name, amen.


—Lisa





JANUARY 27



SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN LOVE
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For lack of guidance a nation falls, but victory is won through many advisers.


—PROVERBS 11:14


OUR NATION IS in real need of good leadership, good information, and good decisions. But with good information comes the responsibility to be discerning and wise in how we communicate that information and how we translate it into good decision making and leadership. A wellspring of good information is readily available to us all in the timeless words of Almighty God. Another good source of good information is the well-studied, grace-loving people of God. As we seek to make our voices heard by the leadership of our great nation, it is important to speak the truth of God in love—ever mindful that our goal is to bring about good and that to do that, our delivery must be kind and thoughtful. Stay engaged as God’s voice, but not enraged. To be heard, you must be worth listening to!


Prayer


Please give discernment to our leaders and bless them with wisdom and with ears that will hear what You have to say. We trust in You, as our ultimate leader, and we know that Your ways are always right and good. We pray this prayer in Jesus’ name, amen.


—Al





JANUARY 28



BE AN INSPIRATION IN YOUR YOUTH
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Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.


—1 TIMOTHY 4:12


THE LORD TELLS us that it doesn’t matter how old or young you are; what matters is that your life and actions be an example to all other believers. If you’re a new Christian, you have a lot to learn from others who have been in their faith for a long time. However, they also can learn from and be inspired by your growing strength and faith. Even if you’re not new to Christianity, remember that everyone’s faith can teach you something. Try to see young faith as a way to rekindle the newness and feelings of excitement you had when you first met Christ. As the scripture above says, “Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young.” This means that our life and example must exemplify the goodness of God.


Prayer


Dear Lord, please help me to learn from the faith of others. I know that there is always room to grow in my faith, no matter my age. Please help me to recognize all the opportunities You present to me on a daily basis. Thank You, Jesus, amen.


—Alex Robertson Mancuso





JANUARY 29



LOVING GOD’S ENEMIES
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But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
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