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  After the Yankees’ 1998 World Championship, Derek poured champagne on owner George Steinbrenner. (AP/Wide World Photos)
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  George Steinbrenner III, the principal owner of the New York Yankees, is no stranger to championships. In the 25 years he has run the Yankees, they have won six American League pennants and four World Series. He has made it clear over the years that even though he wants to win, when it comes to postchampionship celebrating, there shall be no spraying champagne on the owner.

  In previous years, Steinbrenner was able to remain dry during such celebrations because players didn’t want to risk making him mad. But after the Yankees won the World Series in 1998 to complete a record-setting season, Steinbrenner was drenched in the visitor's clubhouse at San Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium.

  It wasn’t difficult to find the person responsible. Derek Jeter, the fun-loving shortstop, crept up behind Steinbrenner while he was being interviewed on television and poured a bottle over his boss’s head.

  “Yeah, I know who did it,” Steinbrenner said. “It was that Jeter kid. He knows he’s not supposed to, but he did it anyway. And, you know, he’s the only one I’d let get away with it. The way he has played for me, he can do whatever he wants.’”

  Derek’s relationship with Steinbrenner is similar to his relationship with almost everybody, playful and respectful. In his first three seasons in the major leagues, Derek Jeter has become one of the game’s most popular players. Fans both young and old have quickly come to recognize and appreciate Derek’s ability.

  Derek has been an integral part of a Yankees renaissance in the 1990s. He was born less than an hour away from Yankee Stadium, grew up dreaming of playing for the Yankees and turned that dream into reality by starring on two World Series championship Yankees teams before his 25th birthday.

  It will be difficult for the Yankees to improve upon their 1998 season. Including postseason play the Yankees won 125 games and lost just 50. Their 114 regular-season victories established an American League record and were only two shy of the major-league mark set by the Chicago Cubs in 1906. The Yankees swept the Texas Rangers in three games in the Division Series, defeated the Cleveland Indians, four games to two, in the American League Championship Series and captured the World Series with a four-game sweep of the San Diego Padres.
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