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  Praise for the Earth Spirit series




  There is no doubt that this world is in crisis. The ecological and sociological reality we’re living in and must face up to is quite frankly terrifying. Yet there is hope. The authors of the Earth Spirit series from Moon Books show us that there are solutions to be found in ecological and eco-spiritual practices. I recommend this series to anyone who is concerned about our current situation and wants to find some hope in solutions they can practice for themselves.




  Sarah Kerr, Pagan Federation President




  This bold and rich Earth Spirit series provides vital information, perspectives, poetry and wisdom to guide and support through the complex environmental, climate and biodiversity challenges and crisis facing us all. Nothing is avoided within the wide range of author views, expertise and recommendations on ecospirituality. I am deeply inspired by the common call, across the books, to radically change our relationship with the planet to a more respectful, mutual, spiritual and sustainable way of living; both individually and collectively. Each book offers its own particular flavour and practical offering of solutions and ways forward in these unprecedented times. Collectively the series provides an innovative, inspiring and compelling compendium of how to live, hope and act from both ancient and modern wisdoms. Whatever your views, concerns and aspirations for your life, and for the planet, you will find something of value. My life and understanding is deeply enhanced through the privilege of reading this series.




  Dr Lynne Sedgmore CBE, Founder of Goddess Luminary Leadership Wheel, Executive Coach, Priestess and ex Chief Executive




  In a world that is faced with such immense environmental issues, we can often feel paralysed and impotent. The Earth Spirit series is a welcome and inspiring antidote to fear and apathy. These books gift us with positive and inspiring visions that serve to empower and strengthen our own resolve to contribute to the healing of our planet, our communities and ourselves.




  Eimear Burke, Chosen Chief of The Order of Bards, Ovates and Druids




  Thanks to Moon Books and an amazing group of authors for stepping up in support of our need to address, with grace and aliveness, the ecological crises facing humanity. We must take concerted, focused, positive action on every front NOW, and this is best and most powerfully done when we base our offerings in a deep sense of spirit. White Buffalo Woman came to us 20 generations ago, reminding us of the importance of a holy perception of the world - based in Oneness, unity, honor and respect. Even as that is profound, it is also practical, giving us a baseline of power from which to give our gifts of stewardship and make our Earth walk a sacred one - for us and for All Our Relations. Walk in Beauty with these authors!




  Brooke Medicine Eagle, Earthkeeper and author of Buffalo Woman Comes Singing and The Last Ghost Dance




  Earth Spirit is an exciting and timely series. It has never been more important to engage with ideas that promote a positive move forward for our world. Our planet needs books like these - they offer us heartening signposts through the most challenging of times.




  Philip Carr-Gomm, author of Druid Mysteries, Druidcraft and Lessons in Magic




  This is important work as we humans face one of the greatest challenges in our collective history.




  Ellen Evert Hopman, Archdruid of Tribe of the Oak and author of A Legacy of Druids, A Druid’s Herbal of Sacred Tree Medicine, The Sacred Herbs of Spring, and other volumes




  Our relationship to the Mother Earth and remembering our roles as caretakers and guardians of this sacred planet is essential in weaving ourselves back into the tapestry of our own sacred nature. From the shamanic perspective, we are not separate from nature. The journey to finding solutions for the Earth will come through each person’s reconnection to her heartbeat and life force.




  Chandra Sun Eagle, author of Looking Back on the Future




  What people are saying about




  Confronting the Crisis




  David Sparenberg’s Earth Spirit: Confronting the Crisis is an invaluable wisdom book. Divided equally between its two parts, the 11 essays in part one explore this relevant and timely subject from different angles and in various forms. Inclined towards posing deep questions, David Sparenberg inspires and invites the reader to dialogue and find their own answers and solutions. It is with the 20 inspirational meditations of part two, however, that we are invited to experience the full eloquence, spiritual power and deep wisdom of the author.




  David Sparenberg is a dreamer in the shamanic tradition of pathfinders and an eco-poet in heart and soul, which shows throughout the book as he envisions approaches to our collectively creating a culture where humans mature into avatars of relationships. While honestly addressing subjects of challenge and urgency, Sparenberg invites us to democratize alternative forms of education, culture and communities based on responsibility, appreciation and diversity delight. Frequently he asks the reader to listen more intently, feel more deeply, awaken their senses to think anew, and unite with others making choices working toward sustainable change.




  David Sparenberg, who is a dogma-free seeker and latter-day eco-spirituality troubadour, believes that instead of facing species extinction, with dedication, imagination, and discipline we can enter a values renaissance for the combined future of Earth and Humanity.




  Christa Mackinnon (MSc), Author of Shamanism and Spirituality in Therapeutic Practice and Shamanism: Awaken and Develop the Shamanic Force Within




  David Sparenberg writes about the collective crisis the earth is facing which may lead to the end of our species and most other species on earth. He says that we human species are at war with nature. This is a recipe for collective doom. However, his writings are not all gloom and doom. He draws upon the collective spirituality of human civilization to find solutions to the quagmire we are in. He invites us to dialogue and prompts us to seek counter-solutions. These counter-solutions may be found in the wisdom of our ancestors which are now cherished by our indigenous brethren. Seeking, discussing and practicing indigenous spirituality will give us clue to a new path towards a new beginning, a beginning which will lead us towards a new horizon of peace, justice and harmony which will regenerate our civilization and solve most of our problems. David Sparenberg’s writings are meditative and poetic. Reading his articles lift us to a new realm of hope. In a world where there is so much gloom and doom the hope that Sparenberg’s articles impart is something to be cherished.




  Binu Mathew, Editor, Countercurrents.org




  During these difficult times of turbulence we need more than ever a voice of hope and guidance, a voice of awareness and spirituality. David Sparenberg is exactly that; a voice of healing, of consciousness, of hope, of ecosophy, of friendship.




  Thanos Kalamidas, Editor in Chief, Ovi magazine & Ovi project
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   ...the rule of no realm is mine...great or small. But all worthy things that are in peril as the world now stands, those are my care. And for my part, I shall not wholly fail of my task...




  if anything passes through the night that can still grow fair or bear fruit and flower...




  For I also am a steward. Did you not know?




  Gandalf, from Return of the King - J.R.R. Tolkien




  


  




  

	

  To each and all of my kindred where we meet heart to heart and soul to soul: I, in the sear of life, greet you in dialogue and the springtime promise of renewal:




  To all who align yourselves with Great Spirit, Creator of Heaven and Earth, dedicated to the maintenance of life;




  To all who are Rainbow Warriors of Love, who love tenderly where tenderness is welcomed, who love fiercely where fierce love is needed;




  To all Warriors of Spirit, who maintain honesty, integrity, and who fight for the prevalence of truth over lies and corruption and violence. Those of you who dedicate your lives to planting seeds in the sub-culture fertility of soul and the accepting hearts of children, convinced that a time is coming when forests of light will flourish globally, and there will be peace, and with peace awareness and justice.




  To you, sisters (ascending into power), brothers (steadfast in support), children of goodness and good friends, this dedication to healing the abused Earth, to a human return to dialogic belonging and to sanity, and to the openness and welcoming back maturely among us, after misdirection, misdeeds and exile, the Spirit of Beauty, of Light and Balance, and of Life:




  I, in the sear of my time, dedicate this invitation to you.
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Confronting Crisis and the Specter of Critical Mass





  Albert Camus wrote something along these lines: “We need to stop making war on one another and unite against the common enemies of humanity – disease, poverty, death”. The global pandemic is a challenge for nations and individuals alike. We live on a Trauma Planet and the COVID-19 crisis is not the only crisis coming our way. There are lessons to be learned if we will learn them. Tragically Camus’ humanitarian appeal has been ignored so far. But here we are, daily facing questions of the value of life and decisions will be made from the experience we are all sharing, decisions about the future of Earth and Humanity. Not one without the other, not one in disregard or at the exclusion of the other. Questions: Who will be the decision makers? Who will leave the responsibility to others? These are not new questions of course. Ortega Y Gasset raised the same in his classic study The Revolt of the Masses in the era of rising Fascism in Spain and across Europe. The questions do however take on new relevance and an increased burden of critical responsibility.




  To choose to get over our now-crisis and forget it is to choose to perpetuate the history of suffering and calamity. In the other direction, if we will learn, truly learn, from the lessons behind fear and selfish carelessness, for us there can emerge new opportunities to define common ground and common goals. Can you imagine, someday looking over your shoulder at the backward of time and realizing you were part of human unity, a participant in the process of renewal and sanity and, yes, even peace? And why? Because the work at hand was (or is) given priority over the forces of destruction.




  The suffering, hardships, anxieties, sacrifices and the losses are real, will continue and increase. But is it so bad to slow down, to practice quiet, to be at home and to come to value life and the lives of others above the false security of things and profit? We live on this planet. Life on Earth addresses us. Now, what are we being told to do (it is not hard to decipher), but to make changes, first in behaviors and habitual patterns, beyond that, to change how we identify ourselves, individually, in statehood, and as a species, and how we connect.




  Not without clear recognition and not without compassion, I feel the need to ask: What are we willing and able to learn and who and how are we willing and able to be when again we are released to reenter the social world? We may not make it, and some of us certainly will not, to where we should be arriving. But in unity and direction we might possibly participate in a renaissance of relationships. This will depend in part on how we think and how we feel, what systems we sustain and what systems change or dismantle, or whether we collectively emerge with a spirit of humility to guide us, instead of broken habits and arrogance driving us as we push Earth ever further into the meta-historical abyss of our suicidal madness.




  To speak of this is not to sound a happy note. To the contrary. It is what former American vice president Al Gore has called “An Inconvenient Truth.” Both sides of this designation are significant. The traumatic condition of Gaia-Earth is inconvenient for humanity and more than inconvenient, threatening to the normalcy of secular, self-referential modern civilization. And it is true to reality and to necessity and therefore is truth insofar as we, Earth born, Earth dwelling, bearers of conscious mortality, are evolved to comprehend what truth is.




  Here is an important point of distinction I shall make at the onset. We are not yet at critical mass in terms of potentially being overwhelmed by eco and geo cataclysm. But are well on our way to it being unprecedented. Where we are is on a threshold, at a crossroads where decisions are being made to determine direction. Understand this clearly. I am not an alarmist. I do not welcome dead zones covering land and sea or nonstop environmental terror-episodes consuming populations. But I am joined by multitudes who know alarms sounding. An existential threat is ominously near and the event horizon of cataclysmic critical mass comes into view.




  What do I mean though by critical mass? It is what the scientific community begins to talk about as “the point of no return.” How can it happen that we, meaning our species aggressively compelling much else if not all of life on Earth, to a “point of no return”, meaning conditions so adverse that life cannot be within safety, sanity, or dignity? A point beyond which life may not be possible.




  I have already sided with Camus in appealing for decency and affirming the value of life, and not life as an abstraction, but individual lives, concrete collective lives, even relational interspecies lives. I have chosen not to carelessly stir up dystopian dread. At the same time, I have committed myself to paying attention to the world clock, noting that the hour of the planet is late, and to awaken others to the magnitude of horrific troubles fomenting around us.
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