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  Alien Sex
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  SUMMATION 2014


  First, here are some numbers: There are twenty-two stories and novelettes in this year’s volume. They were chosen from magazines, webzines, anthologies, single-author collections, and an author’s monthly digest distributed by email. Four of the stories are by writers living in England, two are by writers living in Australia, two are by writers living in Canada, and fourteen are by writers living in the United States.


  Four stories are over 9,500 words, the longest is 10,000 words. The shortest is 2,500 words.


  The authors of nine stories have never appeared in previous volumes of my year’s best. Thirteen stories are by men, nine stories are by women.


  There are a few writers who seem to be on an especially consistent roll with regard to the amount of top-notch short fiction they’ve been producing in the last year or two: Caitlín R. Kiernan deservedly won two World Fantasy Awards for work published in 2013: short story and collection. Her dense, brilliant sf/horror novella “Black Helicopters” was also nominated. In 2014, in addition to the story reprinted herein, she had at least two other brilliant stories and a number of others that were really good. It was difficult to choose only one. John Langan is not prolific, but had exceptional work published in 2014. One, a novella, was too long for me to reprint. Other writers who had multiple important stories published during the year are Gemma Files, Carole Johnstone, Stephen Graham Jones, and Livia Llewellyn.


  AWARDS


  The Horror Writers Association announced the winners of the 2013 Bram Stoker Awards® on May 10, 2014, at the Doubletree Hotel in Portland, Oregon. The presentations were made at a banquet held as the highlight of the Bram Stoker Awards Weekend, which in 2013 incorporated the World Horror Convention. The winners:


  Superior Achievement in a Novel: Doctor Sleep by Stephen King (Scribner); Superior Achievement in a First Novel: The Evolutionist by Rena Mason (Nightscape Press); Superior Achievement in a Young Adult Novel: Dog Days by Joe McKinney (JournalStone); Superior Achievement in a Graphic Novel: Alabaster: Wolves by Caitlín R. Kiernan (Dark Horse Comics); Superior Achievement in Long Fiction: “The Great Pity” by Gary Braunbeck (Chiral Mad 2, Written Backwards); Superior Achievement in Short Fiction: “Night Train to Paris” by David Gerrold (The Magazine of Fantasy & Science Fiction, Jan./Feb. 2013); Superior Achievement in a Screenplay: The Walking Dead: Welcome to the Tombs by Glen Mazzara (AMC-TV); Superior Achievement in an Anthology: After Death … edited by Eric J. Guignard (Dark Moon Books); Superior Achievement in a Fiction Collection: The Beautiful Thing That Awaits Us All and Other Stories by Laird Barron (Night Shade Books); Superior Achievement in Nonfiction: Nolan on Bradbury: Sixty Years of Writing about the Master of Science Fiction by William F. Nolan (Hippocampus Press); Superior Achievement in a Poetry Collection: Four Elements by Marge Simon, Rain Graves, Charlee Jacob, and Linda Addison (Bad Moon Books/Evil Jester Press).


  The Specialty Press Award: Gray Friar Press, Whitby, UK.


  The Richard Layman President’s Award: J. G. Faherty.


  The Silver Hammer Award: Norman Rubenstein.


  Life Achievement Awards: R. L. Stine and Stephen Jones.


  The Shirley Jackson Award, recognizing the legacy of Jackson’s writing and, with the permission of her estate, was established for outstanding achievement in the literature of psychological suspense, horror, and the dark fantastic. The awards were announced at Readercon 23, July 14, 2013, held in Burlington, Massachusetts. Jurors were Kelly Link, Jack Haringa, Chesya Burke, Paul Witcover, and Graham Sleight.


  The winners for the best work in 2012: Novel: American Elsewhere, Robert Jackson Bennett (Orbit); Novella: “Burning Girls,” Veronica Schanoes (Tor.com, June 2013); Novelette: “Cry Murder! In a Small Voice,” Greer Gilman (Small Beer Press); Short Story: “57 Reasons for the Slate Quarry Suicides,” Sam J. Miller (Nightmare Magazine, December 2013); Single-Author Collection: Before and Afterlives, Christopher Barzak (Lethe Press) and North American Lake Monsters, Nathan Ballingrud (Small Beer Press); Edited Anthology: Grimscribe’s Puppets, edited by Joseph S. Pulver, Sr. (Miskatonic River Press).


  The World Fantasy Awards were presented November 9, 2014, at a banquet held during the World Fantasy Convention in Arlington, Virginia. The Lifetime Achievement recipients, Ellen Datlow and Chelsea Quinn Yarbro, were previously announced.


  The judges were Andy Duncan, Kij Johnson, Oliver Johnson, John Klima, and Liz Williams.


  Winners for the best work in 2013: Novel: A Stranger in Olondria by Sofia Samatar (Small Beer Press); Novella: “Wakulla Springs,” Andy Duncan and Ellen Klages (Tor.com); Short Fiction: “The Prayer of Ninety Cats,” Caitlín R. Kiernan (Subterranean Magazine); Anthology: Dangerous Women, George R. R. Martin and Gardner Dozois, eds. (Tor Books/Voyager UK); Collection: The Ape’s Wife and Other Stories, Caitlín R. Kiernan (Subterranean Press); Artist: Charles Vess; Special Award: Professional: Irene Gallo for art direction of Tor.com, William K. Schafer for Subterranean Press; Special Award: Non-Professional: Kate Baker, Neil Clarke, and Sean Wallace for Clarkesworld.


  NOTABLE NOVELS OF 2014


  The Enchanted by Rene Denfeld (HarperCollins) is a gorgeously written, exceedingly dark heartbreaker of a novel about an old, corrupt prison. A brilliant, dogged investigator takes on hopeless cases on death row, delving into childhood abuse and mistreatment for clues and mitigating circumstances to save the lives of men who have committed heinous crimes. One reclusive inmate believes that golden horses run free and wild under the prison, affecting the tides of violence that occasionally erupt behind the bars.


  The Quick by Lauren Owen (Random House) is an absorbing, enjoyable historical vampire novel set in the Victorian period. A young man leaves his country home to make his way to London and is introduced to both the mysterious Aegolius Club and to previous unacknowledged desires. The club is composed of vampires who seek to increase their own “gentlemanly” numbers and eliminate all vampires created from the lower classes. The tension between classes and the necessity for homosexuals to disguise their sexuality creates a well-told multilayered story.


  Blood Kin by Steve Rasnic Tem (Solaris) is about a young man’s return to the family home in the southern Appalachia to care for his grandmother, who parcels out tantalizing glimpses of her childhood in the 1930s. The family, imbued with a preternatural empathy, is charged with keeping a mysterious iron box safe. Add a dash of snake handling and you’ve got a powerful southern gothic.


  We Are All Completely Fine by Daryl Gregory (Tachyon Publications) is a brilliant short novel about a therapy group comprised of five men and women traumatized by violent supernatural events. As they learn to trust each other (slightly) they slowly realize that their experiences might be related and that their ordeals may not be over. Clever, and filled with the creeping dread of what’s in the flickering shadow next to you and what’s just around the corner that suffuses the best horror.


  The Severed Streets by Paul Cornell (Tor) is the excellent follow-up to the author’s London Falling. This is urban fantasy dark enough to entice readers not usually interested in the subgenre—grisly murders are being committed by an invisible person, inspired perhaps by Jack the Ripper. There’s a lovely, very British scene with several ladies of the secret service taking tea during a cricket match and interviewing a London policewoman who is investigating occult events.


  Bring Me Flesh, I’ll Bring Hell by Martin Rose (Talos Press) is a hard-boiled zombie novel with some fascinating twists and turns. Vitus Adamson is a rare (albeit dead) survivor of a US government experiment gone wrong. As a zombie, he killed and ate his wife and young child and has lived with that guilt for ten years and counting. Although his body has been slowly deteriorating, he’s been able to keep his hunger in check with special pills while earning a wage as a private investigator.


  The Getaway God by Richard Kadrey (HarperVoyager) continues the author’s popular series about the Nephilim named James Stark (aka Sandman Slim), a romantic despite himself who is determined to save the world from renegade angels, demons, and other assorted supernatural baddies.


  The Southern Reach Trilogy: Annihilation; Authority; Acceptance by Jeff VanderMeer (Farrar, Straus & Giroux) is a compulsively readable, densely rendered, magnificently weird creation consisting of three connected novels. In the first, an expedition of four is sent into Area X—a section of the US that has been infected/colonized/altered by a possible alien visitation—to explore, survey, and perhaps find clues as to what happened to earlier expeditions and to measure changes to the terrain. The second and third volumes run in counterpoint, explicating, analyzing, and breaking down the elements of the first volume. In Authority, the reader meets Control, a conflicted former field operative put in charge of the expeditions into Area X presumably by the influence his mother wields in the organization.


  The Girl with All the Gifts by M. R. Carey (Orbit/Grand Central) is an absorbing, fresh take on zombies by the pseudonymous Mike Carey. A young girl named Melanie, along with other children around her age, are kept shackled, muzzled, and imprisoned within a mysterious compound. They are also taught by an assemblage of teachers, only one of whom seems particularly compassionate. The children are zombies but zombies varying in intelligence, unlike the “hungries” outside the compound, who only need to consume. The compound is primarily a laboratory in which experiments are being done on the children in a desperate attempt to save the human race from extinction.


  An English Ghost Story by Kim Newman (Titan Books) is about a dysfunctional family that attempts to escape the battering of outside forces by moving to a house in the country. Newman does a great job of working against expectations by taking the haunted house motif in a surprising direction.


  Bird Box by Josh Malerman (Ecco) is a marvelous, suspenseful horror novel debut about the survivors of a mass extinction of humankind—resulting from madness induced by seeing … something. The two strands of the book follow Malorie and her two young children leaving the sanctuary they’ve lived in for several years, and the other backtracks up to how she came to live at the house with other survivors.


  The Wolf in Winter by John Connolly (Emily Bestler Books) is about a small, insular town in rural Maine with secrets that draw private investigator Charlie Parker into its web. As usual in this series, the author provides a perfect blend of violence and the supernatural.


  Butcher’s Road by Lee Thomas (Lethe Press) is a fine novel about a too-honest wrestler done in by his inability to let things go in the brutal world of Depression-era Chicago. After being set up to take the fall for a murder he didn’t commit, Butch Cardinal is on the run from the mob, crooked cops, a hired assassin, and two men with odd powers. The only thing he’s got going for him is a seemingly worthless bauble he was supposed to pick up from the murdered man.


  ALSO NOTED


  The Unquiet House by Alison Littlewood (Jo Fletcher Books) is about an unhappy young woman whose distant relative bequeaths her an abandoned house with an unfortunate history. The Bird Eater by Ania Ahlborn (Amazon/47North) is about a man who returns to his Arkansas hometown in order to find peace after family tragedy, but is instead faced with nightmares and mysterious happenings. Horrorstör by Grady Hendrix (Quirk) is a clever haunted house novel taking place in the IKEA-inspired Orsk superstore in Cleveland where strange things happen at night. The Winter People by Jennifer McMahon (Random House/Doubleday) is about the disappearance of a young woman’s mother from the town where other, earlier disappearances took place. The Troop by Nick Cutter (Gallery Books) is about a Boy Scout troop camping on a wilderness island off Canada, and an intruder who brings a monstrous contagion. Gemma Files’s We Will All Go Down Together (ChiZine Publications) is a novel made up of interlocking novellas recounting the history of five clans that make up the Five Family Coven in Ontario, Canada. Broken Monsters by Lauren Beukes (Mulholland Books) is a police procedural with supernatural aspects and a serial killer stalking the depressed city of Detroit. Stephen King had two new novels out from Scribner: Mr. Mercedes is about an ex-cop trying to stop a serial killer who uses cars to kill. Revival is about a young boy from a small New England town and his relationship with the local reverend who lost his faith spectacularly and was run out of town. The Madman by Mark Hansom (Dancing Tuatara Press) is a reissue of a rare, psychological terror novel written under a pseudonym in 1938. An added bonus is a short story by the author, originally published in 1937. Zombie Apocalypse! Endgame created by Stephen Jones (Robinson) is the ingenious third part of a trilogy assembled by Jones from multiple contributors whose entries include newspaper clippings, diaries, email messages, vlogs, and letters. Coldbrook by Tim Lebbon (Titan) is about scientists who create a portal to a parallel Earth that unleashes zombies. Suffer the Children by Craig DiLouie (Gallery Books) is about what happens when children become bloodsuckers. Sarah Pinborough has two novels out: The Death House (Gollancz) is a sf/horror novel about young people isolated from the rest of the world because of a mysterious genetic test they’ve taken and failed. Murder (Jo Fletcher Books), a sequel to the excellent novel Mayhem, is about the Victorian forensics expert who, after the horrific events of the first book (chasing down two serial killers in London), is hoping to return to normal life. Consumed by David Cronenberg (Scribner) is the first novel by the director. A famous couple—Marxist philosophers and libertines—makes headlines in Paris when one is found dead, her body mutilated and partially consumed, her partner missing. An American journalist and photographer couple are drawn into the mystery and chaos surrounding the murder. Code Zero by Jonathan Maberry (St. Martin’s Press/Griffin) is the sequel to Patient Zero, and the sixth volume of the author’s popular sf/horror series featuring Joe Ledger. Seeders by A. J. Colucci (St. Martin’s Press/Thomas Dunne Books) is about plant-human communication and the consequences for a group of humans trapped on an island.


  Hyde by Daniel Levine (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) is a retelling of Robert Louis Stevenson’s The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde told from Hyde’s point of view. Wakening the Crow by Stephen Gregory (Solaris) has a plot set in motion by a man who opens a bookstore he names Poe’s Tooth, after the gift made to him of what is supposedly Edgar Allan Poe’s baby tooth. December Park by Ronald Malfi (Medallion) is about what happens when suburban children begin disappearing and showing up dead in 1993. The Three by Sarah Lotz (Little, Brown) is about three child survivors of four air crashes in one day and the belief by some people that they are harbingers of the apocalypse. Bathing the Lion by Jonathan Carroll (St. Martin’s Press) is another magical novel by the author. This one begins with five residents in a small New England town sharing the same dream. Surreal, lyrical, mystical with dark undertones. Nyctophobia by Christopher Fowler (Solaris) is about a young Englishwoman—with a history of nyctophobia (fear of the dark)—who moves into a magnificent house in the Spanish countryside with her rich, older husband. Unfortunately, her past fears are revived when she begins to research her new home. The Boy Who Drew Monsters by Keith Donahue (Picador) is about a boy who has become agoraphobic after almost drowning three years earlier. His newfound obsession is with drawing monsters, which somehow become real. No One Gets Out Alive by Adam Nevill (Pan) is about a young woman at the end of her rope emotionally and financially, who moves into a house in Birmingham, England, in desperation, only to discover horrible things about it. Think Yourself Lucky by Ramsey Campbell (PS) is about a serial killer in Liverpool who blogs about his exploits and the ordinary man who somehow gets sucked into the whole mess. The Vines by Christopher Rice (47North) is about the sinister forces still alive beneath a newly restored plantation on the outskirts of New Orleans.


  MAGAZINES, JOURNALS, AND WEBZINES


  I believe in recognizing the work of the talented artists working in the field of fantastic fiction, both dark and light. The following artists created art that I thought especially noteworthy during 2014: Santiago Caruso, Joachim Luetke, Richard Wagner, David Gentry, Anthony Pearse, Ben Baldwin, Daniele Serra, Kim Solomon, Danielle Tunstall, Peter Allert, Dave Senecal, Matt Bisett-Johnson, John Banitsiotis, Helbanim, Warwick Fraser, Luke Spooner, Anja Millen, Wednesday Wolf, Matt Edginton, Adam Domville, Kurt Huggins, MANDEM, Gregory St. John, Jim Burns, Joel Grunerud, Sebyth, Brom, Mikio Murakami, John Jude Palencar, John Stanton, David Verba, Sandro Castello, Shannon Legler, Stephen Archer, Santiago Caruso, and Ula Jemielniak.


  The Ghosts & Scholars, M. R. James Newsletter, edited by Rosemary Pardoe, is published twice a year, and includes news, articles, reviews, a letter column, and some original fiction all relating to James and his work. Mark Nicholls had a notable story in Issue 25.


  Fangoria, edited by Chris Alexander, and Rue Morgue, edited by David Alexander (no relation as far as I know), are different only in the fact that the former is published in the US, the latter, Canada. It’s where the horror movie aficionado can find superficial but entertaining and up-to-date information on many of the horror films being produced. Both magazines include interviews, articles, and lots of gory photographs. They both focus on the bloodiest, goriest special effects they can for their features. But both also run regular columns on books and graphic novels.


  Video Watchdog, edited by Tim Lucas, is a gem. It’s erudite yet entertaining. In addition to movie reviews, the magazine runs a regular audio column by Douglas E. Winter, a book review column, and a regular column by Ramsey Campbell. There were two issues published in 2014.


  The Green Book: Writings on Irish Gothic, Supernatural and Fantastic Literature, edited by Brian J. Showers, brought out two issues in 2014. Issue #3 celebrates the 200th birth anniversary of Joseph Sheridan Le Fanu, with three meaty articles on Le Fanu and two other pieces—one on Lovecraft’s connection to Ireland and the other about Charles Robert Maturin. I have not seen Issue #4.


  Dead Reckonings: A Review of Horror Literature, edited by June M. Pulliam and Tony Fonseca, has been doing a marvelous job covering horror and weird fiction and nonfiction in this twice-yearly journal.


  Lovecraft Annual, edited by S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press), is an invaluable resource for Lovecraftian scholarship accessible to the layperson. It’s published in the fall and the 2014 edition featured seven papers and essays plus reviews.


  Weird Fiction Review is an annual fiction and nonfiction journal edited by S. T. Joshi (Centipede Press) devoted to weird/dark fiction. Included in Issue #5 is an art portfolio by Travis Louie, articles and essays by Dennis Etchison, Danel Olson, John Pelan, and others, plus original stories and poetry.


  Black Static, edited by Andy Cox, continues to be the best horror magazine out there, with fine art illustrating each story, regular interviews, plus book and movie reviews in addition to the consistently interesting fiction. In 2014 there were notable stories by Usman T. Malik, Joel Arnold, Chris Barnham, Vajra Chandrasekera, Tim Casson, Ray Cluley, Matthew Cheney, Malcolm Devlin, Steven J. Dines, John Grant, Stephen Hargadon, Andrew Hook, Carole Johnstone, Tyler Keevil, David D. Levine, Thersa Matsuura, Maura McHugh, Paul Meloy, Ralph Robert Moore, Suzanne Palmer, Sarah Read, Sarah Saab, Steve Rasnic Tem, Leah Thomas, Alyssa Wong, and Annie Neugebauer.


  Mythic Delirium, edited by Mike Allen, evolved into a webzine in 2014 with one online issue dated January–March. It’s also begun publishing more prose than it used to. During 2014, there was notable fiction and poetry by Kenneth Schneyer, Sandi Leibowitz, Valya Dudycz Lupescu, and Nicole Kornher-Stace.


  Weird Tales’ second issue under the editorship of Marvin Kaye is partially themed, with ten brief stories about different types of undead. There are also seven un-themed stories and five poems, plus an interview with Joyce Carol Oates. There are strong stories by Kurt Fawver, Helen Grant (completing an unfinished tale by M. R. James), Ramsey Campbell, Elizabeth Bear, Keris McDonald, and David C. Smith.


  Supernatural Tales’, edited by David Longhorn, brought out three issues in 2014, with notable stories by Tom Johnstone, Jane Jakeman, Sean Logan, Anthony Oldknow, David Surface, William H. Wandless, and John Greenwood. There are also reviews by the editor.


  Nightmare Magazine, edited by John Joseph Adams, has been publishing consistently impressive fiction (and columns) monthly since its inception in 2012. In 2014 there were strong stories by Maria Dahvana Headley, Kat Howard, Genevieve Valentine, Marie Ness, Sera Nikita, Lane Robbins, Damien Angelica Walters, Martin Cahill, and Adam-Troy Castro. A special issue, Women Destroy Horror, was funded by Kickstarter and edited by me. The stories (five originals and three reprints) chosen were intended to focus on the variety of horror stories that women produce. The nonfiction focused on some of the problems women face as writers of horror. The original stories are by Katherine Crichton, Gemma Files, Pat Cadigan, Catherin MacLeod, and Livia Llewellyn. The Files story is reprinted herein.


  Lovecraft eZine, edited by Mike Davis, is a good monthly print and webzine specializing in new Lovecraftian fiction and poetry. During 2014 there were notable stories by Harry Baker, K. G. Orphanides, Ann K. Schwader, Neil Murrell, and L. T. Patridge.


  Cyäegha, edited by Graeme Phillips, is an irregularly produced fanzine devoted to Lovecraftian fiction that uses original and reprinted stories and poems. There were two issues in 2014, with notable work by David Barker.


  Hellfire Crossroads, edited by Trevor Denyer, is a new magazine available only for the Kindle and launched in the UK in 2013. There were three issues in 2014, with strong stories by Ian Mullins and Ed Blundell.


  Dark Discoveries, edited by James Beach, and beginning with Issue 27, by Aaron J. French. In addition to fiction, the magazine includes interviews, essays, and book reviews. There were notable horror stories by Gemma Files, Bentley Little, Brian Evenson, Tom Piccirilli, Laird Barron, Glen Hirshberg, Simon Strantzas, and Hank Schwaeble.


  Shock Totem, edited by K. Allen Wood, had two issues in 2014 with notable stories and poetry by Harry Baker, John C. Foster, Michael Wehunt, Peter Gutiérrez, Tim Lieder, and Stephen Graham Jones. The magazine also runs book reviews, articles about horror, and interviews.


  Disturbed Digest is a quarterly magazine of dark fantasy and horror edited by Terrie Leigh Relf. I saw three issues in 2014 and there were notable stories and poems by Adam Phillips, Stephanie Smith, and Alan Ira Gordon.


  MIXED-GENRE MAGAZINES


  The British Fantasy Society Journal is a quarterly perk of membership in the British Fantasy Society, and in 2014 was edited by Max Edwards, Sarah Newton, Stuart Douglas, and Ian Hunter. It contains poetry, prose, articles, and interviews. Four issues were published in 2014, and there were notable dark stories in them by Erik T. Johnson, Robin Hickson, S. Marcus Jones, and Al Kratz. Surprisingly, the fiction editor included her own story in one issue—setting an unfortunate precedent. I also note my disappointment that Dark Horizons seems to have been subsumed by its former sister publication New Horizons to the extent that there’s only a minimal amount of horror in the journal these days. Jamais Vu: Strange among the Familiar, edited by Paul Allen, debuted in 2014 with a mixture of prose, poetry, and nonfiction. The fiction and poetry was a mixed bag of science fiction, the weird, and dark fantasy, and the first issue included an entertaining anecdote by Harlan Ellison about meeting the criminal James (Whitey) Bulger. There were notable stories by Gary A. Braunbeck, Sandra M. Odell, Jack Ketchum, and Stephanie M. Wytovich. Lore, edited by Sean O’Leary and Rod Heather, is a mixed-genre magazine that published some notable (mostly non-horror stories) in 2014 by Patricia Russo, Jacob A. Boyd, Sonia Orin Lyris, and Garrett Ashley. Innsmouth Magazine, edited by Paula R. Stiles and Silvia Moreno-Garcia, published its last issue in the fall of 2014. The strongest stories were by Ran Burgess, Chehelnabi Amin, and Ben Godby. The Dark, edited by Jack Fisher and Sean Wallace, features more weird fiction than dark, and rarely publishes horror. The best of the darker stories were by Helena Bell, Stephen Graham Jones, S. L. Gilbow, Eric Schaller, and Yukumi Ogawa. Aurealis, edited by Dirk Strasser, Stephen Higgins, and Michael Pryor, is one of only a few long-running Australian mixed-genre magazines. In 2014 there were strong dark stories by Emma Osborne, Leif Shallcross, Meryl Stenhouse, and Matthew J. Morrison. Luna Station Quarterly, edited by Jennifer Lyn Parsons, is a mixed-genre quarterly publishing only female writers. The best dark stories in 2014 were by Chikodil Emelumadu, Suzanne W. Willis, Jan Stinchcombe, Llinos Cathryn Thomas, and O. J. Cade. Shimmer, published by Beth Wodzinsky and edited by E. Catherine Tobler, published four issues of science fiction and horror during 2014. The strongest dark stories were by Seth Dickinson, Ben Peek, Ben Godby, Margaret Dunlap, K. M. Ferebee, Alix E. Harrow, and A. C. Wise. Fantasy & Science Fiction, edited by Gordon Van Gelder (with Charles Coleman Finlay guest editing the July/August issue), often has some dark fantasy and horror. In 2014 the strongest of those were by Michael Libling, Scott Baker, Albert E. Cowdrey, Paul M. Berger, Seth Chambers, Haddayr Copley-Woods, Dale Bailey, Tom Underberg, Cat Hellisen, Alaya Dawn Johnson, David Erik Nelson, Dinesh Rao, Jonathan Andrew Sheen, Andy Stewart, Ian Tregillis, and Alyssa Wong. The Bailey story is reprinted herein. Bourbon Penn, edited by Erik Secker, is an intriguing annual magazine that publishes weird, fantasy, and dark fantasy stories. In the 2014 issue, there were seven stories; the most notable of the dark ones were by Stephen Graham Jones and James L. Steele. Postscripts to Darkness 5, edited by Sean Moreland, seems to have become an annual, evolving slowly from magazine to anthology. It features weird fiction and horror prose and poetry. This issue had an interview with Michael Cisco and an excerpt from his work. There were notable horror stories by Mitchell Edgworth, Graham Tugwell, and Evelyn Deshane. Subterranean Press’s fine online magazine published three final issues online in 2014. Two were edited by William Schafer, one was guest edited by Jonathan Strahan. The best of the dark stories were by Kat Howard, Caitlín R. Kiernan, Maria Dahvana Headley, Jeffrey Ford, and Karen Joy Fowler. The webzine will be missed. On Spec is Canada’s best-known mixed-genre magazine and has been published quarterly by the Copper Pig Writers’ Society, a revolving committee of volunteers since 1989. There wasn’t as much dark fiction as usual during 2014, but there were notable stories by Chris Tarry and Agnes Cadieux. (The fourth issue of the year arrived too late to cover.) Three-Lobe Burning Eye Magazine, edited by Andrew S. Fuller, is a mixed-genre webzine that publishes twice a year. In 2014 there were strong dark stories by Lauren Dixon, Lloyd Connor, and Bonnie Jo Stufflebeam. Not One of Us, edited by John Benson, is one of the longest-running small press magazines and continues to be published twice a year, containing weird and dark stories and poetry. In addition, Benson puts out an annual “one-off” on a specific theme. The theme for 2014 was Coping, and there was good fiction and poetry by Patricia Russo and J. C. Runofson. Nightblade, edited by Rhonda Parrish, is a quarterly webzine of fantasy and horror. There were notable stories and poems by Sandi Leibowitz, Megan Arkenberg, and Beth Cato. Clarkesworld, edited by Neil Clarke, is an important monthly venue for online sf/fantasy, dark fantasy, and some horror. Each issue includes reprints and original fiction, interviews, and essays. During 2014 there were notable dark stories by Helena Bell, E. Catherine Tobler, and Maria Dahvana Headley. Lightspeed, edited by John Joseph Adams, is an online magazine that specializes in sf/f but occasionally publishes dark fantasy and horror. In 2014 there were notable dark stories by Sunny Moraine, Damien Angelica Walters, and Sofia Samatar. Other magazines with some excellent dark fiction in 2014 were Beneath Ceaseless Skies, edited by Scott H. Andrews, Space & Time, edited by Hildy Silverman, Australia’s Andromeda Spaceways Inflight Magazine, edited by Sue Bursztynski, The Revelator, edited by Matthew Cheney and Eric Schaller, and Strange Horizons, published by Niall Harrison, with fiction edited by Brit Mandelo, Julia Rios, and An Owomoyela. McSweeny’s, edited by Dave Eggers, had two newly discovered Shirley Jackson stories in its forty-seventh issue and an original story by Kelly Link in its forty-eighth issue.


  ANTHOLOGIES


  Sword and Mythos, edited by Silvia Moreno-Garcia and Paula R. Stiles (Innsmouth Free Press), presents fifteen original stories combining sword and sorcery tropes with the Lovecraftian mythos. Also included are five essays about the connections between Robert H. Howard’s and H. P. Lovecraft’s worlds. There are notable stories by E. Catherine Tobler, William Meikle, Edward M. Erdelac, Bogi Takács, and Nadia Bulkin.


  The Children of Old Leech: A Tribute to the Carnivorous Cosmos of Laird Barron, edited by Ross E. Lockhart and Justin Steele (Word Horde), features seventeen new stories influenced by Laird Barron’s work. While a bit premature for such a book to exist, many of the contributors do a good job of capturing the feeling of Barron’s best work. Included are strong stories by Gemma Files, John Langan, Richard Gavin, Stephen Graham Jones, Jeffrey Thomas, and a collaboration by Scott Nicolay, Jesse James Douthit-Nicolay, and Paul Tremblay. The Langan story is reprinted herein.


  The Spectral Book of Horror Stories, edited by Mark Morris (Spectral Press), is a strong non-theme anthology of nineteen original stories. The strongest were by Alison Moore, Brian Hodge, Stephen Volk, Angela Slatter, Robert Shearman, Rio Youers, Alison Littlewood, Ramsey Campbell, and Gary McMahon. The Littlewood and Youers stories are reprinted herein.


  SNAFU: An Anthology of Military Horror, edited by Geoff Brown and Amanda J. Spedding (Cohesion Press), doesn’t quite live up to the potential of its theme with too many similar tales. However, there are notable stories by Jonathan Maberry, James A. Moor, and Christine Morgan.


  Shadows & Tall Trees 2014, edited by Michael Kelly (Undertow Publications), moved from being a magazine to an annual anthology showcasing seventeen new dark stories, mostly horror. The strongest horror stories were by Conrad Williams, David Surface, V. H. Leslie, Robert Shearman, Michael Wehunt, Charles Wilkinson, and a collaboration by Ralph Robert Moore and Ray Cluley. The Shearman story is reprinted herein.


  Journeys into Darkness, edited by Trevor Denyer (Immediate Direction Publications), includes new and old stories put together by the former editor of several defunct small press magazines, the most recent being Midnight Street. The anthology is dedicated to the late Joel Lane and includes a reprint, an early interview with Lane, and a eulogy. The best of the five new stories are by Ralph Robert Moore and Maynard Sims.


  Dark Duets, edited by Christopher Golden (Harper Voyager), revolves around the interesting idea of teaming up two writers who have never collaborated before. The result is decidedly mixed, with a few less-than-stellar stories going for shock and gross-out, but also has notable ones by the teams of Charlaine Harris and Rachel Caine, Robert Jackson Bennett and David Liss, Rhodi Hawks and F. Paul Wilson, and Kasey Lansdale and Joe R. Lansdale.


  Fearful Symmetries, edited by Ellen Datlow (ChiZine Publications), is a crowdfunded, all original, non-theme anthology of twenty stories. The book is intended to showcase a wide variety of horror and darkly weird fiction. The Nix, Ballingrud, and Barron stories are reprinted herein.


  Nightmare Carnival, edited by Ellen Datlow (Dark Horse), is an all-original anthology about carnivals and circuses. Most but not all of the fifteen stories are horror.


  The Cutting Room, edited by Ellen Datlow (Tachyon Publications), features twenty-one stories and two poems about the dark side of movies and movie-making. All are reprints, except for one new story by Stephen Graham Jones.


  Dead Funny: Horror Stories by Comedians, edited by Robin Ince and Johnny Mains (Salt Publishing), contains fifteen stories that mix horror and humor. I rarely find that humorous horror works so I’m not the audience for this anthology. The other problem is that all the contributors are British comedians so the humor might not work for US readers.


  Lovecraft’s Monsters, edited by Ellen Datlow (Tachyon Publications), is a reprint anthology in which each story has at least one of Lovecraft’s creations in it. Every story is accompanied by an original illustration by John Coulthart, with a new novella by John Langan.


  Hell Comes to Hollywood II: Twenty-Two More Tales of Tinseltown Horror, edited by Eric Miller (Big Time Books), has mostly new horror stories about Hollywood. The best are by William Lebeda, Hal Bodner, Eric Miller, and Brad C. Hodson.


  American Nightmare, edited by George Cotronis (Kraken Press), is themed around the United States during the 1950s. There are fourteen stories, the strongest by Rachel Anding and Dino Parenti.


  Mia Mojo, edited by Michael McBride and Nate Southard (Thunderstorm Books), is a limited edition of ten un-themed stories (two reprints) celebrating the hundredth publication since the press started up in 2008. There are notable stories by Mary SanGiovanni and Shane McKenzie.


  A Mountain Walked: Great Tales of the Cthulhu Mythos, edited by S. T. Joshi (Centipede Press), is a big, beautiful, oversized anthology of new and reprinted stories, with illustrations by David Ho, John Kenn Mortensen, Drazen Kozjan, Denis Tiani, and Thomas Ott. Among the usual suspects, there are a couple of unusual contributors: Patrick McGrath (with a new story) and T. Coraghessan Boyle with a reprint.


  Dark Gates: Roads to Hell and Limbo by Alessandro Manzetti and Paolo Di Orazio (Kipple Officina Libraria) is a mini-anthology by two Italian horror writers, with two stories by each writer. Gene O’Neil contributes an introduction.


  Searchers after Horror: New Tales of the Weird and Fantastic, edited by S. T. Joshi (Fedogan & Bremer), has twenty-one stories, all but one new, focusing on the “weird place.” The best stories are by Michael Aronovitz, Caitlín R. Kiernan, Nick Mamatas, W. H. Pugmire, Ann K. Schwader, and Darrell Schweitzer.


  The Madness of Cthulhu Volume 1, edited by S. T. Joshi (Titan Books), is a solid anthology with fourteen new stories and two reprints inspired by H. P. Lovecraft’s novella set in Antarctica, “At the Mountains of Madness.” The strongest new stories are by Caitlín R. Kiernan, Donald Tyson, Darrell Schweitzer, William Browning Spencer, Melanie Tem, K. M. Tonso, and Joseph S. Pulver, Sr.


  Night Terrors III, edited by Theresa Dillon, G. Winston Hyatt, and Marc Ciccarone (Blood Bound Books), has twenty-two stories, with two reprints. There are notable originals by Jack Ketchum and Jay Caselberg.


  Darkness Ad Infinitum, edited by Shawna L. Bernard, Matt Edginton, Alandice A. Anderson, and Michael Parker (Villipede Publications), is the publisher’s first horror anthology and it’s a nicely rounded mix of prose, poetry, and art. Darkness of various types seems to be the theme. The strongest stories and poems are by David Dunwoody, Kallirroe Angelopoulou, Pete Clark, Patrick O’Neill, Becky Regalado, and Dot Wickliff.


  Hauntings: An Anthology, edited by Hannah Kate (Hic Dragones), is an all-original anthology of twenty-one ghost stories—sometimes uncanny, often quite dark. There are notable stories by James Everington, Jeanette Greaves, Rachel Halsall, Mere Joyce, Rue Karney, Keris McDonald, Sarah Peploe, Brandy Schillace, and David Webb.


  Letters to Lovecraft, edited by Jesse Bullington (Stone Skin Press), is an all-original anthology of eighteen stories inspired by passages in H. P. Lovecraft’s essay “Supernatural Horror in Literature.” The best horror stories are by Livia Llewellyn, Brian Evenson, Jeffrey Ford, Stephen Graham Jones, Cameron Pierce, Angela Slatter, Paul Tremblay, David Yale Ardanuy, and Gemma Files. The Llewellyn and Evenson stories are reprinted herein.


  Cemetery Dance published two mini-anthologies: Four Killers, with serial killer stories by Peter Straub, Joe R. Lansdale, Brian Keene, and Ray Garton. The Keene and Garton stories are original for this anthology. Four Zombies, with zombie stories by Joe R. Lansdale, John Skipp, Norman Prentiss, and Norman Partridge. The Skipp and Prentiss stories are original for this anthology.


  Of Devils and Deviants: An Anthology of Erotic Horror, edited by Adam Millard and Zoe-Ray Millard (Crowded Quarantine Publications), features twenty-three stories, eleven new. The reprints include stories by Lucy Taylor and Graham Masterton. The best of the originals are by C. W. LaSart and Bear Weiter.


  In the Court of the Yellow King, edited by Glynn Owen Barrass (Celaeno Press), presents eighteen stories inspired by Robert W. Chambers’s 1895 collection of ten stories about a play, The King in Yellow, which drives those who read it or see it performed insane. The more interesting stories avoid staying too close to the plot of the original. The strongest entries are by Cody Goodfellow, Glynn Owen Barrass, T. E. Grau, Laurel Halbany, Gary McMahon, William Meikle, Christine Morgan, and Peter Rawlik. The Goodfellow story is reprinted herein.


  The Ghosts & Scholars Book of Shadows Volume 2, edited by Rosemary Pardoe (Sarob Press), features twelve stories inspired by eleven of M. R. James’s ghost tales. It is overall very readable, although a few of the stories just seem to lose steam. Some of the strongest are by Helen Marshall, Rick Kennett, Christopher Harman, Reggie Oliver, V. H. Leslie, and Mark Nicholls.


  Qualia Nous, edited by Michael Bailey (Written Backwards), is an anthology of twenty-eight science fiction/horror stories and two poems, all but five published for the first time. The best of the new ones are by Emily B. Cataneo, Usman T. Malik, and Elizabeth Massie.


  Horror Uncut: Tales of Social Insecurity and Economic Unease, edited by Joel Lane and Tom Johnstone (Gray Friar Press), is a mostly original anthology of stories about the repercussions of permanent austerity measures on ordinary people living in the UK. Alas, the overall feel of the anthology is more monochromatic than I would have liked, but there are notable stories by Gary McMahon, Simon Bestwick, and John Howard.


  Bugs: Tales That Slither, Creep, and Crawl, edited by Gregory L. Norris (Great Old Ones Publishing), has thirty-four mostly new stories about bugs. There are notable stories by Lawrence Santoro and Justin Hunter.


  Black Wings III, edited by S. T. Joshi (PS Publishing), showcasing stories inspired by H. P. Lovecraft, appears to have become an annual publication (with IV scheduled for release in 2015). The most notable stories in Volume III are by Simon Strantzas, Brian Stableford, Mark Howard Jones, Caitlín R. Kiernan, Donald Tyson, and a collaboration by Jessica Amanda Salmonson and W. H. Pugmire.


  Terror Tales of Wales continues this solid series of regional horror stories from around the United Kingdom, interspersed with true vignettes of local interest. This volume has fourteen stories, with notable ones by Stephen Volk, Steve Lockley, Ray Cluley, Steve Duffy, and Thana Niveau. Terror Tales of Yorkshire has fourteen stories (two reprints). The best are by Simon Avery, Mark Morris, Christopher Harman, Alison Littlewood, Keris McDonald, Stephan Bacon, and Simon Clark. Both volumes are edited by Paul Finch and published by Gray Friar Press. The McDonald story is reprinted herein.


  Dangerous Games, edited by Jonathan Oliver (Solaris), is an all-original anthology of eighteen stories about people playing all kinds of games, some very dark indeed. The best are by Robert Shearman, Helen Marshall, Pat Cadigan, Gary McMahon, Nik Vincent, Tade Thompson, Hilary Monahan, and Lavie Tidhar.


   


  For a snapshot of dark, weird fantasy, and horror published in 2013, you couldn’t do better than check out the following Best of the Year anthologies:


  The Year’s Best Australian Fantasy & Horror 2013, edited by Liz Grzyb and Talie Helene (Ticonderoga Publications), is the fourth volume of this valuable overview of Australian and New Zealand fantasy and horror. Included are twenty-eight stories, with minimal overlap with the other Year’s Bests. The Year’s Best Weird Fiction Volume One, edited by Laird Barron (Undertow Publications), debuted with a strong lineup of stories that sometimes overlap with horror but sometimes do not. There will be a different guest editor each year. The Mammoth Book of Best New Horror 25, edited by Stephen Jones (Robinson), contains twenty-one reprinted stories and novellas. There was only one overlap with my own Best Horror of the Year Volume Six. Best British Horror 2014, edited by Johnny Mains (Salt Publishing), is a new entry into the Best of the Year market. The first volume had twenty-one stories, one overlapping with my Best of, three overlapping with the Jones. The Year’s Best Dark Fantasy & Horror 2014, edited by Paula Guran (Prime), reprinted thirty-two stories and novellas, two of which overlapped with my own Best of the Year. The Best Horror of the Year Volume Six, edited by Ellen Datlow (Night Shade Books), reprinted twenty-three stories and novelettes, and one poem.


  MIXED-GENRE ANTHOLOGIES


  Dead Man’s Hand, edited by John Joseph Adams (Titan Books), presents twenty-three new weird westerns by a wide variety of contributors, with a handful of horror. Those I liked best were by Elizabeth Bear, Jeffrey Ford, and Ken Liu. The New Black, edited by Richard Thomas (Dark House Press), is an all-reprint anthology of twenty noir stories mixed with every other genre imaginable. Laird Barron provides the foreword. Songs of the Satyrs, edited by Aaron J. French (Angelic Knight Press), features twenty new stories about satyrs. Only a few are dark, but there’s notable dark fiction by W. H. Pugmire, Josh Reynolds, and Mark Valentine. Carnacki: The New Adventures, edited by Sam Gafford (Ulthar Press), includes eleven new stories and a play about the titular “ghost-finder/detective” created in 1910 by William Hope Hodgson (published late 2013). Although the majority of the stories are pastiches, there are notable contributions by Amy K. Marshall, Buck Weiss, and William Meikle. The End Is Nigh, edited by John Joseph Adams and Hugh Howey (self-published), is the first in a triptych of apocalyptic anthologies. All the stories are dark, by nature of the theme, but a couple of them—by Matthew Mather and Seanan McGuire—are good horror stories. Stamps, Vamps & Tramps, edited by Shannon Robinson (Evil Girlfriend Media), is a dark fantasy and horror anthology combining three elements: tattoos, vampires, and tramps (hookers, homeless, etc). The best stories were by Daniels Parseliti, Megan Lee Beals, Adam Calloway, and Rachel Caine. Noir, edited by Ian Whates (Newcon Press), is a loosely themed mix of thirteen new science fiction, fantasy, and horror stories. The strongest stories are by Alex Dally MacFarlane, Paul Graham Raven, Jay Caselberg, Simon Kurt Unsworth, and Donna Scott. La Femme, edited by Ian Whates (Newcon Press), themed vaguely around women, has less horror than Noir. There is one strong dark piece by Andrew Hook. The Best of Electric Velocipede, edited by John Klima (Fairwood Press), showcases thirty-four stories published during the lauded small press magazine’s twelve-year run. Although not known for its horror, a handful of dark stories were published during its existence. Dreams of Shadow and Smoke: Stories for J. S. Le Fanu, edited by Jim Rockhill and Brian J. Showers (The Swan River Press), is an elegant-looking little book with nine original stories and a reprint of weird and/or dark fiction inspired by the Irish author’s bicentennial, with a brief introduction by the co-editors. There are notable stories by Peter Bell, Emma Darwin, Martin Hayes, Sarah LeFanu, and Mark Valentine. Streets of Shadows, edited by Maurice Broaddus and Jerry Gordon (Alliteration Ink), bills itself as supernatural noir but is actually urban fantasy. Included are some very readable stories, but on the whole few that are dark enough to be characterized as horror. The best are by Tom Picirrilli, Gerard Brennan, Douglas F. Warrick, Laurie Tom, Jonathan Maberry, and Nick Mamatas. The Monkey’s Other Paw, edited by Luis Ortiz (Nonstop Press), has thirteen retellings, sequels, and prequels to classic horror stories, including “The Monkey’s Paw,” Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, “The Sandman,” and others. Oddly enough, only a few of the stories are horror but the best of those is by Alegría Luna Luz. Burnt Tongues: An Anthology of Transgressive Stories, edited by Chuck Palahniuk, Richard Thomas, and Dennis Widmyer (Medallion Press), has some really interesting stories bordering on horror. The most notable are by Fred Venturini, Richard Lemmer, Bryan Howle, Jason M. Fylan, Terence James Eeles, Keith Buie, Phil Jourdan, and Amanda Gowan. Monstrous Affections: An Anthology of Beastly Tales, edited by Kelly Link and Gavin J. Grant (Candlewick Press), is a young adult anthology with an interesting mix of fifteen stories, mostly dark fantasy. The best of the darker stories are by Nik Hauser, Nalo Hopkinson, Nathan Ballingrud, Alice Sola Kim, and M. T. Anderson. Strange Tales IV, edited by Rosalie Parker, presents fifteen original odd, dark, melancholy, and sometimes horrific, sometimes poignant stories. The notable dark stories are by Rebecca Lloyd, A. J. McIntosh, Angela Slatter, John Gaskin, and Richard Hill. The Darke Phantastique: Encounters with the Uncanny and Other Magical Things, edited by Jason V. Brock (Cicatryx Press), is big, almost 700 pages and with more than fifty stories and poems and one screenplay. I believe the intention of the anthology is to combine a magical realism sensibility with horror. It doesn’t quite work, as very few of the stories feel like magical realism and many of the stories are not horror. Despite this, there are notable dark stories by Joe R. Lansdale, Mike Allen, Dennis Etchison, Andrew S. Fuller, Lois Gresh, D. T. Kastn, Lucy A. Snyder, Nickolas Furr, and Erinn L. Kemper. Limbus, Inc. Book II, edited by Brett J. Talley (JournalStone), is a loosely connected shared-world anthology about a mysterious company that recruits and retrains hopeless cases for jobs they’re perfect for—usually odd, and always dangerous. The five novellas are strung together by interstitial material written by the editor. Halloween Tales, edited by Kate Jonez (Omnium Gatherum), is an anthology of eighteen new and reprinted stories taking place around Halloween and written by members of the HWA Los Angeles Chapter. There was a notable original by Michael Paul Gonzalez. Tel Aviv Noir, edited by Etgar Keret and Assaf Gavron (Akashic Books), continues the publisher’s popular noir series of anthologies. The notable dark ones in this volume are by co-editor Etgar Keret and Alex Epstein. Tehran Noir, edited by Salar Abdoh (Akashic), contains powerful stories, some highlighting the harsh conditions for women in Iran. Two notable stories are by Mahsa Mohebali and Azardokht Bahrami. Phantasm Japan, edited by Nick Mamatas and Masumi Washington (Haikasori), features twenty fantasy and dark fantasy stories, vignettes, and a novella about Japan. All appear in English for the first time. The best of the darkest are by Gary Braunbeck, Yusaki Kitano (translation by Nathan Collins), James A. Moore, Lauren Naturale, Tim Pratt, and Sayuri Ueda (translation by Jim Hubbert). Krampusnacht: Twelve Nights of Christmas, edited by Kate Wolford (World Weaver Press), presents twelve stories featuring the anti-St. Nicholas. There’s a notable non-horror story by Elise Forier Edie. Far Voyager, edited by Nick Gevers, is Postscripts #32/33 and, despite its title and jacket art, is neither a theme anthology nor one that focuses on science fiction. There are stories from all realms of the fantastic, including several striking dark fantasy and horror stories. The best of these dark tales are by Alan Baxter, Angela Slatter, Kurt Dinan, Thana Niveau, Suzanne Willis, and Alison Littlewood. The Slatter and Dinan stories are reprinted herein. The Many Tortures of Anthony Cardno, edited by Anthony R. Cardno (Talekyn Press), is a charity anthology intended to raise money for cancer research and support. There’s a mixture of new sf/f/h by twenty contributors, including Kaaron Warren, Mary Robinette Kowal, Jay Lake, and Steve Berman. Long Hidden: Speculative Fiction from the Margins of History, edited by Rose Fox and Daniel José Elder (Crossed Genres Publications), is an ambitious anthology of twenty-seven stories about the people who have traditionally been marginalized by history. There are notable dark stories by Victor LaValle and Sofia Samatar. Phantazein, edited by Tehani Wesseley (Fablecroft Publishing), contain thirteen stories inspired by myth and fairy tales. A mix of thirteen stories inspired by myth and fairy tales. The strongest dark ones are by Faith Mudge and Suzanne J. Willis. Fractured: Tales of the Canadian Post-Apocalypse, edited by Silvia Moreno-Garcia (Exile Editions), features twenty-three stories, the most notable by Orrin Grey, John Jantunen, Michael Matheson, and a three-way collaboration by GMB Chomichuk, Curtis Janzen, and Thomas Turner. The Grey story is reprinted herein. Shock Totem: Holiday Tales of the Macabre and Twisted 2 (Valentine’s Day), edited by K. Allen Wood (Shock Totem Publications), features nine stories (three of them reprints) and ten anecdotes about Valentine’s Day. The best of the fiction is by Zachery C. Parker and Damien Walters Grintalis. Shock Totem: Holiday Tales of the Macabre and Twisted (Halloween), edited by K. Allen Wood, features seven short stories, a poem, and five anecdotes (two of the stories are reprints). The best piece was by John Langan. Dead Water, edited by Maynard Sims (Hersham Horror), is a mini-horror and sf anthology made up of five stories using the theme of water as a negative force. The strongest horror story is by Simon Bestwick. Beast Within 4: Gears and Growls, edited by Jennifer Brozek (Graveside Tales), does better than it has any right to with the unlikely theme of clockwork beasts. There are notable stories by Ken Liu, Caren Gussoff, and Chadwick Ginther. Widowmakers: A Benefit Anthology of Dark Fiction, edited by Pete Kahle, is a hefty self-published anthology of reprints and originals benefiting writer James Newman, the victim of a freak accident. Among the new stories there are notable pieces by MacLeod Bracken and Charles R. Rutledge. Twisted Boulevard: Tales of Urban Fantasy, edited by Angela Charmaine Craig (Elektrik Milk Bath Press), has twenty-seven stories (one reprint), a few dark, and the strongest by Gregory L. Norris. Black Apples, edited by Camilla Bruce and Liv Lingborn (Belladonna Publishing), is an all-original anthology of retold fairy and folk tales, a few of them horror. The best of the darker tales were by Elin Olausson and Alison Littlewood. Smoke and Mirrors, edited by Richard Chizmar (Cemetery Dance), not only mixes genres but also mixes forms, including original screenplays, teleplays, stage plays, comic scripts, and treatments by thirteen writers including Neil Gaiman, William Peter Blatty, Poppy Z. Brite, Stewart O’Nan, Joe R. Lansdale, and others. This is only for die-hard fans of the contributors and possibly film students. But with no introduction or context for any of the work, the volume is of limited use as a teaching text. Poor Souls’ Light: Seven Curious Tales for Robert Aickman 1914–1981, published by the Curious Tales collective, contains seven ghost stories, with two especially strong tales by Emma Jane Unsworth and Tom Fletcher. Tales of Terror and Torment: Stories from the Pulps Volume 2, edited by John Pelan (Dancing Tuatara Press), has thirteen stores, mostly reprinted from Dime Mystery Magazine, with an introduction by John Pelan. The Very Best of Fantasy and Science Fiction Volume Two, edited by Gordon Van Gelder (Tachyon Publications), includes science fiction, fantasy, and horror as the magazine regularly does. There are twenty-seven stories by Stephen King, Harlan Ellison, Elizabeth Hand, Jack Vance Lucius Shepard, Jane Yolen, and others, with a foreword by Van Gelder and introduction by Michael Dirda. Philippine Speculative Fiction Volume 9, edited by Andrew Drilon and Charles Tan (Kestrel DDM/Flipside Publishing), has been showcasing the range of speculative fiction being written by Filipinos for several years. For the 2014 volume of twenty stories (all but one being new), the contributors were asked to include a strong Filipino element in their sf/f/dark fantasy stories. Out of Tune, edited by Jonathan Maberry (JournalStone), is an anthology of all-original dark fantasy and horror stories based on ballads and folk songs. With notable stories by Nancy Holder, Christopher Golden, and a collaboration by Marsheila Rockwell and Jeffrey J. Mariotte. The Baen Big Book of Monsters, edited by Hank Davis (Baen Books), is an anthology of twenty-five stories, five original, about giant monsters.


  COLLECTIONS


  Fatal Journeys by Lucy Taylor (Overlook Connection Press) features nine dark stories taking place on journeys, with an introduction by Jack Ketchum. Four are new, with one extra original published only in the limited edition of the book. This latter, “Wingless Beasts,” is especially good and is reprinted herein.


  After the People Lights Have Gone Off by Stephen Graham Jones (Dark House Press) is this prolific writer’s fifth collection and features fifteen stories, two appearing for the first time. Jones’s fiction is dark, quirky, and versatile.


  The Lord Came at Twilight by Daniel Mills (Dark Renaissance Books) is an excellent debut collection of fourteen stories (two published for the first time) of dark fantasy, weird fiction, and horror, with an introduction by Simon Strantzas, interior illustrations by M. Wayne Miller, and an endpaper painting by Daniele Serra.


  The Bright Day Is Done by Carole Johnstone (Gray Friar Press) is a terrific debut collection of seventeen stories by a British writer whose work has been published in Black Static, Interzone, and a host of anthologies including The Best Horror of the Year and The Best British Fantasy. Five of the stories and novelettes are new. A must-read. One story is reprinted herein.


  Unseaming by Mike Allen (Antimatter Press) is a strong debut collection with fourteen stories published between 1998 and 2014 (three original), with an introduction by Laird Barron. Allen is better known as a poet and editor but his prose is also quite good.


  Burnt Black Suns by Simon Strantzas (Hippocampus Press) is the author’s fourth collection of stories. Four of the nine stories and novellas appear for the first time, with another originally published in the 2014 anthology Black Wings III. Strantzas has the chops and I usually like his stories, but this time I was occasionally disappointed by a schematic feel to some of his longer pieces.


  Through Dark Angles: Works Inspired by H. P. Lovecraft by Don Webb (Hippocampus Press) brings together twenty-four stories and poems written over a thirty-year period. Eight of them appear for the first time.


  The Shaman and Other Shadows by Alessandro Manzetti (self-published) is a strong mini-collection of six horror stories and one poem, translated and published in English for the first time. The translations are by the author and Sanda Jelcic, except for “Nature’s Oddities,” translated by Sergio Altieri and edited by Benjamin Kane Ethridge. Manzetti is a writer to watch.


  Dreamlike States and Weak and Wounded are two mini-collections by Brian James Freeman (Cemetery Dance). The first features six stories (one new) with an introduction by Edward Gorman. The second features five reprints with an introduction by Ron McLarty.


  Sirenia Digest is a long-running monthly email subscription-based project by Caitlín R. Kiernan. Some of her best stories are only published in the Digest. Each issue features two pieces of fiction—sometimes vignettes or stories, or excerpts from novels, or works in progress. The story “Interstate Love Song (Murder Ballad No. 8)” reprinted herein was originally published in Sirenia Digest 100.


  Professor Challenger: The Kew Growths and Other Stories by Edward Malone by William Meikle (Dark Renaissance Books) is a charming collection of twelve pastiches featuring Professor Challenger, a character created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who was a Scot scientist who became embroiled in adventures often involving monstrous creatures. All but three are original to the collection, which includes an introduction by the author. The book’s frontispiece, endpapers, and interior illustrations are by M. Wayne Miller.


  Summonings by Ron Weighell (Sarob Press) features ten supernatural stories (three new) in the author’s first collection since 1997. The production is beautiful with great-looking jacket and signature page art by Santiago Caruso. Black endpapers and a ribbon bookmark complete the package.


  Knife Fight and Other Struggles by David Nickle (ChiZine Publications) is the Canadian author’s second collection. It includes twelve stories, mostly dark. Two are new, and one is an excerpt from a forthcoming novel.


  Darkness by Mark Samuels (Egaeus Press) is another beautifully produced book by Mark Beech, the publisher. The book has nine stories, five of them new. Reggie Oliver provides an introduction. The endpaper uses artwork by Josef Váchel (c. 1900) and details of that art are repeated throughout the volume.


  Strange Gateways by Simon Kurt Unsworth (PS) is the author’s third collection of horror, and contains eleven stories, four new. I gather that the stories in this book were actually written before those in Quiet Houses, Unsworth’s second collection of stories.


  Dreams of Thanatos by William Cook (King Billy Publications) presents fifteen reprinted and new stories by this New Zealander.


  The Master of the House: Tales of Twilight and Borderlands by John Gaskin (Tartarus Press), the author’s third collection of stories, features twelve traditional ghost stories and strange tales, eight new.


  Queen and Other Stories by Lincoln Crisler (Apokrupha) has fifteen horror and sf/horror tales, two new.


  Aberrations of Reality by Aaron J. French (Crowded Quarantine Publications) features twenty-two stories, five new. With an introduction by Mark Valentine.


  Little by Little by John R. Little (Bad Moon Books) features nine stories and the award-winning novella “Miranda.” With an introduction by Lisa Morton.


  Ana Kai Tangata: Tales of the Outer the Other the Damned and the Doomed by Scott Nicolay (Fedogan & Bremer) is a strong debut collection of eight novelettes and novellas, four of them new. Nicolay is a writer to watch. Laird Barron supplies an introduction, John Pelan, an afterword.


  Leaping at Thorns by L. Andrew Cooper (Black Wyrm Publishing) has fifteen new horror stories.


  Inflictions by John McIlveen (Macabre Ink) features twenty-four horror stories, eight published for the first time in 2014.


  The End in All Beginnings by John F. D. Taff (Grey Matter Press) features five novellas about death, three of them new.


  Hideous Faces, Beautiful Skulls by Mark McLaughlin (Wildside) features thirty stories of horror and the bizarre, spanning the author’s thirty-year career.


  Ghouljaw and Other Stories by Clint Smith (Hippocampus Press) is a debut collection of fourteen stories, six original. With an introduction by S. T. Joshi.


  Dying Embers by M. R. Cosby (Satalyte) has ten dark stories, seven published for the first time in this Aickmanesque debut collection by a native Briton living in Australia.


  MIXED-GENRE COLLECTIONS


  Death and the Flower by Koji Suzuki, translated by Maya Robinson and Cemellia Nieh (Vertical), presents six stories translated into English for the first time. All six are thematically related to family and were originally published in Japan before Suzuki’s horror collection, Dark Water. Readers hooked on the author’s Ring Trilogy and the aforementioned Dark Water (made into both Japanese and American movies) might be disappointed, as none of the stories in this collection are horror and only a couple are dark at all. Last Year, When We Were Young by Andrew J. McKiernan (Satalyte Publishing) features sixteen mixed-genre stories, two of them new, by this Australian writer. With an introduction by Will Elliott. Here with the Shadows by Steve Rasnic Tem (The Swan River Press) is a wonderfully evocative collection of twelve ghost stories, four of them published for the first time. Only some are dark, but all are haunting. The Phantasmagorical Imperative and Other Fabrications by D. P. Watt (Egaeus Press) is a gorgeously produced hardcover of ten absorbing darkly weird tales, two published for the first time. Some of the tales are like nesting boxes; others are transformative for the narrator or other characters. Illustrated throughout are photographic bits in black and white. The Bitterwood Bible and Other Recountings by Angela Slatter (Tartarus Press) is the author’s third solo collection (one was co-written with Lisa L. Hannett) and it’s another beauty, with thirteen stories, loosely connected (but perfectly readable on their own), eight published for the first time. Each story is graced with black-and-white spot illustrations by Kathleen Jennings, with an introduction by Stephen Jones and an afterword by Lisa L. Hannett. Slatter writes dark, sometimes dreamy fairy tale-like fantasies. She had a second collection out from Ticonderoga Publications: Black-Winged Angels, ten contemporary, retold fairy tales. With an introduction by Juliet Marillier. The Female Factory by Lisa L. Hannett and Angela Slatter (Twelfth Planet Press) is an excellent three-story mini-collection of sf/f and dark fantasy. Death at the Blue Elephant by Janeen Webb (Ticonderoga Publications) is the Australian author’s first collection, and includes eighteen stories of science fiction, fantasy, and horror published between 1997 and 2014, six stories published for the first time. Pamela Sargent provides an introduction. For the past few years, Dancing Tuatara Press has been publishing a series of collections by forgotten writers who had been productive in the “weird menace genre.” In 2014, the press brought out Mistress of Terror and Other Stories: The Weird Tales of Wyatt Blassingame Volume Four. In it are ten stories originally published between 1935 and 1939. Death Rocks the Cradle and Other Stories: The Weird Tales of Wayne Rogers Volume Two features eleven stories published under the author’s own name and two pseudonyms between 1934 and 1937. My Touch Brings Death and Other Stories: The Selected Stories of Russell Gray, Volume Two features ten stories originally published between 1937 and 1940. The Corpse Factory & Other Stories Volume Two: The Weird Tales of Arthur Leo Zagat features eight stories originally published between 1934 and 1937. Satan’s Secret and Selected Stories by Bernard Stacey includes the short novel of that title plus seven stories. With an introduction by Gavin O’Keefe and an appendix with an earlier version of one of the stories. The Place of Hairy Death and Other Stories by Anthony M. Rud contains five stories, all but one having appeared in the original Weird Tales Magazine. Food for the Fungus Lady and Other Stories by Ralston Shields, the pseudonym for John Baxter, presents ten stories published between 1937 and 1940. Cathedral of Horror and Other Stories: The Weird Tales of Arthur J. Burks Volume 1 presents eleven supernatural tales and “weird menace” stories originally published between 1926 and 1950. All of the above have introductions by John Pelan unless otherwise noted. Angel Dust by Ian McHugh (Ticonderoga Publications) is the award-winning Australian author’s impressive debut collection, with fifteen science fiction, dark fantasy, and occasional horror stories (five published for the first time in 2014). Mercy and Other Stories by Rebecca Lloyd (Tartarus Press) is a collection of sixteen weird stories (nine original). Most are very fine, although only some are dark enough to be considered horror. Gifts for the One Who Comes After by Helen Marshall (ChiZine Publications) is an excellent second collection filled with seventeen remarkable weird, creepy, dark stories. Six appear for the first time. Merry-Go-Round and Other Words by Bryn Fortey (The Alchemy Press) is a first collection, with stories and poems published between 1971 and 2014. Twelve pieces appear for the first time. Introduction by Johnny Mains. Strings by Darren Gallagher (Nocturnal Press) is this Irish writer’s debut featuring thirty-three mostly dark tales. The Wilds by Julia Elliott (Tin House Books) is this cross-genre writer’s debut collection. Her work, some of it darkly tinged, has mostly been published in literary magazines. Three of the eleven stories appear for the first time. Unknown Causes by Frank Duffy (Gallows Press) features eighteen quiet stories, more than half published for the first time. Only a few are horrific. Songs for the Lost by Alexander Zelanyj (Eibonvale) collects thirty-four well-written mixed-genre stories, very few horror. Love & Other Poisons by Silvia Moreno-Garcia (Innsmouth Free Press) includes eighteen stories and vignettes, three never before published. Rhys Hughes, more a talented writer of the weird with a dark tinge than horror, had two books out in 2014: Bone Idle in the Charnel House: A Collection of Weird Stories (Hippocampus Press) features twenty stories, more than half of them new. Orpheus on the Underground and Other Stories (Tartarus Press) contains fifteen previously unpublished stories and one reprint, with illustrations by Chris Harrendence. Ghosts of Punktown by Jeffrey Thomas (Dark Regions Press) is a collection of nine sf/dark fantasy stories, four new, about the author’s futuristic city of Punktown. Black Gods Kiss by Lavie Tidhar (PS) contains five darkly fantastic adventure stories, novelettes, and one novella. Two stories and the novella are new. Prophecies, Libels & Dreams: Stories by Ysabeau Wilce (Small Beer Press) is a brilliant debut collection, with seven fantasy/dark fantasy stories and novellas taking place in the odd, sometimes dangerous kingdom of the Republic of Califia. Other Stories and Other Stories by Adam Browne (Satalyte Books) includes twenty-one stories in several genres. They Do the Same Things Different There by Robert Shearman (ChiZine Publications) is this talented writer’s fifth collection and, as usual, is filled with a dazzling array of dark fantasy, weird, and horror fiction. One of the best collections of the year. Gravity Box and Other Spaces by Mark W. Tiedemann (Walrus Publishing) has eleven sf/f/dark stories, seven new. Skin Deep Magic by Craig Laurance Gidney (Rebel Satori Press) has ten stories, eight new. Most are fantasy and dark fantasy, with some horrific elements. Escape Plans by David Sakmyster (WordFire Press) has nineteen fantasy and dark suspense stories, one new. The Nickronomicon by Nick Mamatas (Innsmouth Free Press) collects thirteen of the author’s Lovecraftian stories, all but one reprints. Sly, weird, charming, satirical—but above all, entertaining. Soft Apocalypses by Lucy A. Snyder (Raw Dog Screaming Press) has fifteen sf/f and horror stories, five first published in 2014. William Hope Hodgson is from the Centipede Press Library of Weird Fiction. It includes twenty-one stories, plus two short novels. With an introduction by S. T. Joshi. Edgar Allan Poe is also part of the Centipede Press Library of Weird Fiction. It include thirty-eight stories, twenty poems, and the Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym. With an introduction by S. T. Joshi. Like a Dead Man Walking and Other Shadow Tales by William F. Nolan (Centipede Press) is a lovely mixture of stories, poems, excerpts, and reminiscences about old friends and colleagues. Eleven of the stories and poems are new (four with Jason V. Brock), others are previously uncollected. Introduction by Jason V. Brock. Stone Mattress by Margaret Atwood (Nan A. Talese) is a collection of nine sf/f/h stories (three reprints). Lady in the Garden by Delia Sherman (Small Beer Press) is the author’s first collection, and although most of her work is fantasy, among the fourteen gems are a few darker works. Things We Found During the Autopsy by Kuzhali Manickavel (Blaft Publications) is the Indian writer’s second collection and contains forty-five darkly weird stories, pieces of flash fiction, and vignettes. Under Stars by KJ Kabza (self-published) collects over twenty sf/f/h stories, including one reprinted in The Best Horror of the Year Volume Six. The Fabulous Beast by Garry Kilworth (Infinity Plus Books) has nineteen stories of sf/f and horror published between 2005 and 2012—a few of the stories are new. Last Stories and Other Stories by William T. Vollman (Viking) is purportedly a collection of thirty-two supernatural ghost stories but very few are dark.


  CHAPBOOKS


  A Double Monster Feature: Wait Your Turn and The Stability of Large Systems by Peter Grandbois is the first in the new Wordcraft of Oregon series of fabulist novellas. The first is a reprint about the domestic life of the Creature of the Black Lagoon. The original is a retelling of The Fly. Holiday Horrors (no editor) (CD Publications) is a chapbook of four Christmas horror stories. The best is by Kealan Patrick Burke. “The Box” by Richard Chizmar (CD) is a short story about suburban life. Dream Houses by Genevieve Valentine was published by WSFA Press in honor of her Guest of Honor appearance at Capclave. It’s a suspenseful, dark science fiction novella about a space journey gone bad, during which the sole surviving crewmember has only the ship’s AI for company during the six years it takes to reach their destination. The Spectral Link by Thomas Ligotti (Subterranean Press) is a two-story hardcover limited edition by one of the weirdest (in a good way) writers around. If you’re a fan of his work, you’ll want this book. The Night Just Got Darker by Gary McMahon (Nightwatch Press) is about an insomniac in a failing relationship who becomes curious when he notices a man typing every night in a house across the way. JournalStone debuted a series of novellas dubbed the “double down” series in 2013 (two novellas in one book). In 2014 the following came out: Outcast by Mark Alan Gunnells and Secrets by John R. Little; and Biters by Harry Shannon and Reborn by Brett J. Talley. By Insanity of Reason by Lisa Morton and John R. Little (Bad Moon Books) is about a woman whose life has been destroyed and the mysterious circumstances leading up to her incarceration in a mental institution. The Revenant of Rebecca Pascal by David Barker and W. H. Pugmire (Dark Renaissance Books) is a limited edition, illustrated novella about possession, taking place in Arkham. With an introduction by Joseph S. Pulver, Sr. The cover art and illustrations are by Erin Wells. The Dark Return of Time by R. B. Russell (The Swan River Press) is a novella about a young British man who witnesses an abduction while visiting his father, who owns a secondhand bookstore in Paris. This Is Horror published two chapbooks in 2014: Stephen Graham Jones’s “The Elvis Room,” a wonderfully creepy and disturbing novella about a scientist forced against his better instincts to accept that the supernatural might be real. Ray Cluley’s “Water for Drowning” is a moving (rather than dark) novella about a young woman who believes she’s a mermaid and the musician who falls for her. Borderlands Press has started up a second series of Little Books. This one will have fifteen volumes. The first three to come out in 2014 were: A Little Aqua Book of Creature Tales by David J. Schow with six stories (one new) and an afterword by the author about each story. A Little Orange Book of Ornery Stories by Ed Gorman with four novelettes and stories. A Little Black Book of Horror Tales by Dennis Etchison with seven stories. The End of the Sentence by Maria Dahvana Headley and Kat Howard (Subterranean) is a novella about a man who finds letters from the previous owner of his house, an entity who claims he’s been unjustly imprisoned for 117 years and demands that the new occupant perform a gory task for him.


  POETRY JOURNALS, WEBZINES, AND CHAPBOOKS


  Dwarf Stars 2014, edited by Sandra J. Lindow (Science Fiction Poetry Association), is a selection of the best speculative poems of ten lines or fewer from the previous year. The SFPA members vote for the Dwarf Stars Award, from the works in this anthology. In this volume there are poems from more than a dozen venues. The 2014 Rhysling Anthology: The Best Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Horror Poetry of 2013, selected by the Science Fiction Poetry Association, edited by Elizabeth R. McClennan and Ashley Brown (Science Fiction Poetry Association/Hadrosaur Productions), is used by members to vote for the best short poem and the best long poem of the year. Spectral Realms, edited by S. T. Joshi, is a new journal being published twice a year. In addition to being a venue for dark and weird poetry—new and classic—the journal includes reviews and essays. The first year had good dark poetry by Ian Futter, Ashley Dioses, and Ann K. Schwader. Goblin Fruit, a regularly published webzine edited by Amal El-Mohtar and Caitlyn Paxson, remains the best publisher of fantasy and dark fantasy poetry, consistently publishing varied, quality material. Some of the darkest poems in 2014 were by Megan Arkenberg, Sally Rosen Kindred, Seanan McGuire, Lynette Mejía, Shweta Narayan, Sonya Taaffe, and Lindsey Walker.


  Mourning Jewelry by Stephanie M. Wytovich (Raw Dog Screaming Press) has more then one hundred short poems, most new, about death, desire, mourning, and pining away for love. Sweet Poison by Marge Simon and Mary Turzillo (Dark Renaissance Books) collects almost sixty poems written solo and together by Simon and Turzillo. They’re a mix of sf/f/dark fantasy, and almost half are new. Dreams from a Black Nebula by Wade German (Hippocampus Press) is the debut collection of a powerful poet of dark fantasy. About half of the hundred poems are new. Embrace the Hideous Immaculate by Chad Hensley (Raw Dog Screaming Press) is a fine collection of about sixty-five dark poems. With an introduction by W. H. Pugmire. Fearworms by Robert Payne Cabeen (Fanboy Comics) has twelve dark poems, each illustrated by the poet. Cardinal Cox has been producing pamphlets of dark poetry for many years. His poetry is always worth a look. In 2014 he published Codex Yuggoth and Codex Lilith, the latter in collaboration with T. Kelly Lee. The Madness of Empty Spaces: The Dark Poetry of David E. Cowen (Weasel Press) is a fine collection of twenty-five poems, mostly dark and most published for the first time, with an introduction by Danel Olson. Prophets by Peter Adam Salomon (Eldritch Press) is a first collection, with forty-six dark poems. In Venus Intervention by Alessandro Manzetti and Corinne De Winter (Kipple Officina Libraria), each contributes fine poems to this dark collection.


  NONFICTION BOOKS


  The Poisoner: The Life and Crimes of Victorian England’s Most Notorious Doctor by Stephen Bates (Gerald Duckworth & Co. Ltd.) reexamines the case of Dr. William Palmer, accused and convicted of murdering dozens of people. The Ashgate Encyclopedia of Literary and Cinematic Monsters, edited by Jeffrey Andrew Weinstock (Ashgate), is over 600 pages with about 200 monsters covered, from Lovecraftian through myth, extraterrestrial, and demons from around the world. Phantasm Exhumed: The Unauthorized Companion by Dustin McNeill (Harker Press) is an in-depth exploration of the movie franchise with hundreds of photos, many never before published. Found Footage Horror Films: Fear and the Appearance of Reality by Alexandra Heller-Nicholas (McFarland) is a survey of such films by an Australian academic and focuses on The Blair Witch Project and Paranormal Activity. Mrs. Wakeman vs. the Anti-Christ by Robert Damon Schneck (Tarcher/Penguin) catalogs some of the weirdest happenings in US history such as the Ouija board craze, the origin of the fear of evil clowns in vans, a ten-year-old Californian who developed stigmata in fifth grade, and more. Studies in the Horror Film Tobe Hooper’s Salem’s Lot, edited by Tony Earnshaw (Centipede Press), is the sixth volume in this excellent series. It’s generously illustrated in four colors throughout, includes interviews about the movie with Stephen King, Tobe Hooper, Richard Kobritz (producer), and several of the actors. American Monsters: A History of Monster Lore, Legends, and Sightings in America by Linda S. Godfrey (Tarcher/Penguin) is organized into three sections: Monsters of the Air; Monsters of the Sea; and Monsters of the Land. While I’m no expert, Godfrey seems to have found at least several monsters not widely known. Sex and the Cthulhu Mythos by Bobby Derie (Hippocampus Press) is an engrossing book that begins by using letters written by Lovecraft about sex, love, and marriage. The second section analyzes the impact of these beliefs on Lovecraft’s fiction. The third section discusses writers and artists whose work has been influenced by him from after his death to the last few years. Horror 101: The Way Forward, edited by Joe Mynhardt and co-edited by Emma Audsley (Crystal Lake Publishing), is a straightforward and useful guide for anyone looking to work in the horror field, with advice from professionals including writers, publishers, and editors. Poe and the Subversion of American Literature by Robert T. Talley, Jr. (Bloomsbury USA), challenges the perception of Poe as a gothic writer and instead classifies him as a satirical fantasist. Under the Bed, Creeping: Psychoanalyzing the Gothic in Children’s Literature by Michael Howarth (McFarland) explores how Gothicism is crucial in helping children progress through different stages of growth and development using five famous texts including Christina Rossetti’s Goblin Market, Carlo Collodi’s Pinocchio, Neil Gaiman’s Coraline, three versions of “Little Red Riding Hood,” and J. M. Barrie’s play and then novel Peter and Wendy. The Vampire in Science Fiction Film and Literature by Paul Meehan (McFarland) considers the evolution of the vampire in literature and film. Born to Fear: Interviews with Thomas Ligotti, edited by Matt Cardin (Subterranean), includes seventeen interviews with the writer of weird, dark fiction. The Gothic Fairy Tale in Young Adult Literature: Essays on Stories from Grimm to Gaiman, edited by Joseph Abbruscato and Tanya Jones (McFarland), is a selection of essays on the topic. Disorders of Magnitude: A Survey of Dark Fantasy by Jason V. Brock (Rowman & Littlefield) is part of the Studies in Supernatural Literature series curated by S. T. Joshi. Brock analyzes the intersection of literature, media, and genre fiction with forty-nine essays, articles, and interviews (fifteen new). Monstrous Bodies: Feminine Power in Young Adult Horror by June Pulliam (McFarland) examines what each of three types of female monstrous Others in young adult fiction—the haunted girl, the female werewolf, and the witch—has to tell us about feminine subordination in a supposedly post-feminist world. Lovecraft and a World in Transition: Collected Essays on H. P. Lovecraft by S. T. Joshi (Hippocampus Press) is a monumental work that reflects Joshi’s more than thirty-five years of study and analysis of Lovecraft’s writing and life. The volume includes all of Joshi’s critical essays since 1979. The Zombie Book: The Encyclopedia of the Living Dead by Nick Redfern with Brad Steiger (Visible Ink) has more than 250 entries ranging from the history of the zombie to conspiracy theories (the supposedly mysterious death of dozens of microbiologists). The Curious Case of H. P. Lovecraft by Paul Roland (Plexus) is a new, non-academic biography of Lovecraft. The New Annotated H. P. Lovecraft, edited and with a foreword by Leslie S. Klinger (Liveright Publishing Corporation), is a hefty 850-page book including its appendix, bibliography, and other back matter, with an introduction by Alan Moore. Entertaining, useful, beautiful, with almost 300 illustrations and photographs throughout. Severed: A History of Heads Lost and Heads Found by Frances Larson (Liveright) delves into the morbid fascination we westerners seem to have with the idea of decapitation. Anthropologist Larson entertains while explaining the history and uses of, and the experimentation with, decapitated heads.
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