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INTRODUCTION

Louis Elbel communicated through song. Messages, to him, were a combination of words and rhythm, pace and moment. As a result, on the evening of November 24, 1898, a time that should have elicited sheer joy and revelry, Elbel turned introspective, and the 21-year-old was prompted to pen a new fight song for his school.

The University of Michigan football team’s last-minute, 12-11 victory at the University of Chicago spurred Elbel, and his fellow students who made the trip west, into the streets in celebration, singing “A Hot Time in the Old Town.” A student in the University’s School of Music, Elbel sensed conflict between his ears and heart; he felt the song did not justify the magnitude of the victory, which sealed Michigan’s first undefeated season in more than a decade, and the first time the team had ever won 10 games in a season. After spending the night at his family’s home in South Bend, Indiana, Elbel boarded a train Sunday morning back to Ann Arbor intent on rewriting history.

When his train arrived, “The Victors,” that toe-tapping hymn juxtaposing soft verses with the thundering refrain of “Hail!” in the chorus, was complete. Elbel had his masterpiece. Michigan had its identity.

The song proved to be as prophetic as it was reflective. No NCAA football team has won more games — or a higher percentage of them — than Michigan. Starting with a 1-0 triumph at Racine College on May 30, 1879—continuing through Fielding Yost’s “point-a-minute” teams that highlighted the Michigan program during the first quarter of the twentieth century, to the introduction of the school’s distinctive winged helmet by Coach Fritz Crisler in 1938, to the 1969 arrival and 21-season coaching tenure of Bo Schem-bechler, to the Lloyd Carr-led 1997 National Championship team— Michigan maintained an edge as the school, the game of football, and American culture each evolved.

The winner of the first Rose Bowl (the first bowl game, period) in 1902, the resident of the stadium with the largest seating capacity in America (Michigan Stadium has housed as many as 114,804 on a single Saturday), the team that featured the first defensive player to win the Heisman Trophy (Charles Woodson in 1997), Michigan has stayed ahead by simultaneously adapting, while adhering to tradition—be it their values or entities. “The leaders and best,” as Elbel touted his school in the chorus, seems appropriate on many levels.

It is also a very high standard to maintain. Michigan sought superior players, and those who thought they could play for the Wolverines felt so only because they proved superior prior to their arrival. But to be the best among the best? That cannot happen for everyone who straps on the winged helmet and calls The Big House home.

This book features 50 players who were leaders and helped Michigan stay among the best throughout the program’s illustrious history. Champions are not sustained by individual standouts; sacrifice and humility—whether they involve accepting a lower-profile, overcoming injury or personal conflict, or realizing the value of a championship in relation to that of a touchdown—are central characteristics of these players. They helped provide the foundation of so many of those title-winning teams—42 conference and 11 national. They were the inspiration for Schembechler’s celebrated pep talk from 1983, which includes the oft-quoted sequence: “No man is more important than The Team. No coach is more important than The Team. The Team, The Team, The Team ...”

Such feelings of pride, confidence, and accomplishment are contagious, which is why it is not uncommon for family bloodlines to flow toward Ann Arbor. “One of the greatest feelings in the world,” said Bill Kolesar, who suffered a career-ending knee injury early in his senior season in 1955, “is seeing your son play at your alma mater. You’re on top of the world, especially if he does well.” Growing up in Ohio, John Kolesar withstood neighborhood teasing when he wore his maize-and-blue regalia to grade school, before he got the chance to follow his father to Michigan and play wide receiver. He ended his career in 1988 with the highest yards-per-reception average in school history.

Players were able to leave their comfort zone with long as they stayed in clad in a winged helmet. Tom Curtis was a standout high school quarterback, but moved to the safety when he arrived in Ann Arbor in 1966. Three years later, Curtis marked his final game in Ann Arbor with an interception to spur Michigan’s landmark 24-12 victory, November 22, 1969, over top-ranked and undefeated Ohio State. He remains the Wolverines’ career leader with 24 interceptions.

A generation later, Detroit native Chris Floyd debated transferring when it became apparent he could not fulfill his dream of cracking the starting lineup at running back. His burly 230-pound frame and intimidating presence, however, made him a natural fullback, which the coaching staff promised would be a key part of the team’s focus in 1997, Floyd’s senior season. Sure enough, Floyd’s sledgehammer strength proved perfect at protecting quarterback Brian Griese during the Wolverines’ undefeated national-championship-winning season.

Floyd’s career epitomizes what Schembechler told his first team upon arriving in 1969. With many players uncertain about the demands coming from the program’s new forceful voice, Schembechler assured his team, “Those who stay will be champions!” Every Wolverine who played for Schembechler won at least one Big Ten championship.

Leaders and best, all of them.


Where Have You Gone?

 

DICK BALZHISER

If anyone epitomized the term “student-athlete” during his undergraduate years at Michigan, it was Dick Balzhiser.

He was the “spinning fullback” (the equivalent of an option quarterback) in Coach Bennie Oosterbaan’s intricate and deceptive single-wing offense from 1952-53. He also carried slightly less than a 4.0 grade-point average in chemical engineering.

Add this to that workload: Balzhiser married his high school sweetheart, Christine, in 1951, and the couple soon was raising two babies. Because there were no athletic scholarships then, Balzhiser supported his young family by doing odd jobs, many provided by the athletic department. Those included scraping the ice and selling hot dogs at Michigan hockey games, stocking shelves at a local bookstore and dusting pews at the Lutheran church the family attended. “There were no breaks for football players, and I was paying out-of-state tuition,” he said. “I’d take on anything that would make me a little money.”

In 1952, he became the first Michigan football player to earn first-team academic All-America honors. Two years later he was awarded the Big Ten Medal of Honor because of his proficiency on the football field and in the classroom.

Balzhiser grew up in Wheaton, Illinois, the home of former University of Illinois star Red Grange, but he had little interest in playing for the Fighting Mini. In an era when many high school and college programs were using a standard single wing or changing to the new Information, Wheatons single wing was modeled after the one used by Michigan, and it featured Balzhiser as the “spinning fullback.” No other high school team used that offense. Michigan coach Bennie Oosterbaan eagerly recruited Balzhiser because of his experience at the Wolverines’ key offensive position.
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DICK BALZHISHER

Michigan letterman: 1952-1953




Position: Fullback Number: 38 Hometown: Wheaton, Illinois

Academic All-American, 1952

Career rushing: 129 carries, 492 yards, 3 TDs

Top game: 21 carries, 53 yards, 2 TDs vs. Minnesota, 1952



In the single wing, no player lines up under the center, who could snap the ball to any one of the four players in the backfield. Most snaps went to the fullback, who after spinning to disguise the nature and direction of the play, could hand the ball off to one of his backfield mates, keep it and run himself, or (on rare occasions) pass the ball. “It had the advantage in that it was hard to prepare for because no one else used it,” he said.

Football taught Balzhiser a lot about discipline, preparation and time management, which was critical in helping him to juggle all the demands on his time during his undergraduate years. He admits he was fortunate in one respect: Oosterbaan believed that class work came first, not football, so Balzhiser was allowed to come late to practice on the days when he had afternoon science lab classes. “I never missed a lab,” he said.

Balzhiser saved what he considers to be his best game for last. He was the Wolverines’ second-leading rusher—he carried 11 times for 40 yards and a touchdown—in a 20-0 win against Ohio State at Michigan Stadium. “It was always a pleasure to beat Woody, because in those days we didn’t do it too often,” he said. A year earlier in Columbus, Balzhiser had been Michigan’s leading rusher (10 carries, 70 yards) in a 27-7 loss to the Buckeyes.

After earning his bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering, Balzhiser remained at Michigan to earn a master’s in nuclear engineering and a Ph.D. in chemical engineering. He joined the Michigan faculty in 1961, and was named chairman of the chemical engineering department in 1971.

But Balzhiser also was interested in public service. He was elected to the Ann Arbor city council in the 1960s. He earned a White House fellowship in 1967, and spent a year in Washington, D.C., working for Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. Balzhiser returned to the nations capital in 1971 to spend two years under President Richard Nixon in the Office of Science and Technology, where he oversaw energy, environment and natural resources.

During that second Washington stint, he met Chauncey Starr, the founder of the Electric Power Research institute. Starr persuaded

Balzhiser to join his organization, and the family moved to southern California in 1973. At EPRI, he started as director of the Fossil Fuel and Advanced Systems Division. He became the vice president of research and development in 1979, and he assumed the company’s presidency in 1988. At age 72, he is now semi-retired, though he has provided expert information on two recent studies commissioned by the White House on science and technology.

Though his first love was football, Balzhiser’s job experience with the Michigan hockey program would be a greater influence on his children. He didn’t play hockey, but he loved to watch it, so each winter he created an ice rink in the backyard where his four children learned to skate. His two sons eventually played hockey at Yale University; his daughters became competitive figure skaters.

Five decades after earning academic All-America honors, Balzhiser was honored yet again: In 2002, he was named by the College Sports Information Directors of America to the Academic All-America Hall of Fame for his “accomplishments in academics, athletics, professional career and community service.”

“That award was a real surprise,” he said. “(At the banquet in New York City), I had the opportunity to talk with a number of distinguished athletes who had been good academicians, and I realized how lucky I was to attend Michigan, an academically oriented school where the programs were challenging. And of all the football teams I was aware of, Michigan was blessed with good people who deserved to be on campus.”


Where Have You Gone?

 

BRAD BATES

It was hot in Coach Bo Schembechlers office and Brad Bates was already sweating because he was in the presence of the legendary Michigan coach, but he refused to remove the puffy down jacket he was wearing. The jacket made him appear to be bigger, which was reassuring, because Bates was afraid Schembechler would tell him he was too small to play big-time college football

Bates was a two-sport star at Port Huron (Michigan) Northern High School, but no big schools recruited him. Determined to play Division I football, Bates had his father, Jim, the Northern football coach, arrange meetings with the coaching staffs at. Michigan State and Michigan. He met with an MSU graduate assistant who told him he could try out for the team as soon as classes started. It might have been because his father was a former Michigan player, but Schembechler took time out from a spring staff meeting to meet with the Bates. By the time the conversation was over, Bates was hooked. He walked on at Michigan.

The attrition rate among walk-ons in most Division I programs is high because those players get few perks and even less playing time compared to their scholarship classmates. Bates was the only one of the nine walk-ons in his class who lasted four seasons, but he was much more than a survivor. He so impressed Michigan coaches that he became a regular on special teams his senior season, 1980, when he contributed to a Big Ten championship run and Schembechler’s first Rose Bowl victory.
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BRAD BARES

Michigan letterman: 1980




Position: Defensive back Number: 12

Hometown: Port Huron, Michigan

Career defense: 6 tackles

Top game: 1 interception vs. Northwestern, 1979



Ironically, Bates, the kid who worried he wasn’t big enough to play at Michigan, made that big impression with his physical attributes. Former teammates say Bates was the best-conditioned athlete with whom they’d ever played, and it was no accident. Knowing he needed to do something to catch the coaches’ attention, he dominated the series of summer conditioning tests every Michigan football player was required to pass before training camp.

“It was almost like a decathlon of strength and conditioning, so whatever the tests were, that’s what I trained for—to make an impression on the coaches,” he said. “I’m a coach’s kid, and I understood football I knew I couldn’t just finish second or third. If I wanted to get the coaches to remember who I was, I had to do very, very well, and that’s what I tried to do. I felt that would give me opportunities I wouldn’t get otherwise.”

Bates, who had been a quarterback in high school, tried a number of positions his freshman season, 1977, while playing on the demonstration teams. He earned some meaningful practice time after moving to defensive back in the spring, but he was back on the demonstrations teams in the fall because of the arrival of Keith Bostic. Bates’s intensity, conditioning and hard work finally paid off at the end of his junior season, when he earned a spot on the travel team as a special teams player.

His timing could not have been much better. During Bates’s junior season, the punt team suffered a series of breakdowns that proved costly in games, so Schembechler took over responsibility for that unit the following spring. In fact, there was a renewed emphasis on all special teams that spring, which raised the stature of any player who participated on those units. “The guys on the punt team weren’t necessarily starters, but they took great pride in what they did,” said Bates, who was the “up” back in punt formation. “It was a great honor to be on that squad, and it expanded to the others. Once you made it, you worked hard to improve your performance because you had guys nipping at your heels the whole time. Once I got in there, I didn’t want to lose my job.”

Bates played well against Michigan State and Minnesota during his senior season, and the special teams played a key role in a 9-3 win at Ohio State that clinched the Big Ten championship.

The moment Bates remembers most from that season came at the conclusion of the Rose Bowl, as the Wolverines celebrated a 23-6 win against Washington. “I was walking off the field with George Lilja, and he said, ‘Let’s turn around for a Kodak moment,’” Bates recalled. “You could see that big orange backdrop against the mountains. This was Bo’s first bowl victory Your teammates are all walking around you. It is very, very clear in my mind. Winning it for Bo was what really made it special”

With degrees in English and physical education, Bates planned to follow his father’s footsteps into teaching, but he changed his mind when Schembechler offered him a job as a graduate assistant. Bates spent much of that time working with Mike Gittleson, the program’s strength and conditioning coach. When assistant Bill McCartney left to become the head coach at Colorado, he asked Bates to join him as the Buffaloes’ strength coach. Three years later, he took a similar job at Vanderbilt. He left football to move into Vanderbilt’s athletic administration at Vanderbilt, and he eventually became a senior associate director.

Not long after earning a doctorate in higher curriculum from Vanderbilt, Bates was considered for the Michigan athletic director opening in the winter of 2000, but university President Lee Bollinger eventually appointed Ann Arbor businessman Bill Martin to the position. “That was an interesting experience, because I had never interviewed for a job in my life,” Bates said. “Now I was in a room with a dozen people at my alma mater. It was pretty exciting.”

Bates was hired as athletic director at Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, in 2002. “If you’re a coach’s son and you’re at the Cradle of Coaches, imagine how much fun that is,” he said. “As a regular deal, I get to talk to (Ara) Parseghian, Schembechler, (Bill) Mallory, (John) Pont, as well as many others. That’s an amazing laundry list of people who have gone through here.”

Bates and his wife, Michele, celebrated their 21st anniversary last summer. They have no children, though Bates jokes that they have 522 18- to 23-year-olds—the Miami athletes.

“In the context of my life, the most important decision I ever made was going to Michigan and playing football there,” he said. “The experiences I had and the lessons I learned influence what I am doing today. And in terms of my (Michigan) coaches, there probably isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t use something I learned from that group.”


Where Have You Gone?

 

GORDON BELL

Gordy Bell does not begrudge Ohio States Archie Griffin his two Heisman Trophies, but he believes he was at least as good as Griffin, if not better.

The statistics from their head-to-head meetings in 1974 and 1975 bear this out. It was pretty much a wash when he and Griffin faced each other in Ohio Stadium in ’74: Each carried 25 times; Bell finished with 108 yards, and Griffin gained 111. It was a much different story their senior seasons at Michigan Stadium: Bell gained 124 yards on 21 carries; Griffin was held to 46 yards on 19 tries. In fact, Griffin was not the Big Tens leading rusher in either of the two seasons he won the Heisman. Bell averaged 132.9 yards a game to lead the conference in 1975, but he wound up eighth in the Heisman voting. “Wisconsin’s Billy Marek was the conference rushing leader in 1974.

“Those two games against Ohio State were my biggest, and I consider the second game a personal victory,” Bell said. “I outrushed Archie, but he had a great public relations guy in (Coach) Woody Hayes. If it had been me and I had won the Heisman, I would have said it was great. But he wasn’t the best player in the conference, so how can he be the best player in the country?”
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GORDON BELL

Michigan letterman: 1973-1975




Position: Tailback Number: 5

Hometown: Troy, Ohio

All-Big Ten, 1975

Career rushing: 535 carries, 2,902 yards, 28 TDs

Top game: 31 carries, 174 yards, 2 TDs at Minnesota, 1975



But Bell admits he takes only so much consolation in such individual triumphs. He might have been the better running back, but the Buckeyes won both games—12-10 in 1974 and 21-14 in 1975—and earned trips to the Rose Bowl.

There was no team that Bell, a native of Troy, Ohio, wanted to beat more than Ohio State. His father was a dyed-in-the-wool Buckeyes fan, and Bell had attended games at Ohio Stadium since he was six years old. The game-day routine never varied: He and his father ate breakfast at the student union; watched touch football games on the Diag; listened to the marching band perform at St. John Arena; and, finally, got to the stadium in time to watch the teams warm up. Bell was so sick of it that, by the time he was 13 years old, he was rooting against the Buckeyes. He’d already made up his mind: He would never play for Ohio State.

Heading into his senior season, Bell was regarded as one of the top football prospects in Ohio. He was interested in Michigan State, which had been the Big Ten’s dominant team in the mid-1960s, but he became a Michigan fan in 1971 after he watched the Wolverines defeat Ohio State at Michigan Stadium. Michigan assistant Gary Moeller was a regular visitor after that, but Bells father made certain he was never home when a Michigan coach stopped by. “Once I made the decision to go to Michigan, my dad became a staunch fan,” Bell said. “On the morning of home games, he’d be outside the Campus Inn (where the team stayed in Ann Arbor), and he’d greet Bo and the players as we boarded the busses to go to the stadium. He became the official bus greeter.”

Though he liked Michigan best, Bell nearly went elsewhere to play. He and a teammate had agreed to go to the same college, and because both were Catholic, they chose Notre Dame. His teammate later changed his mind and committed to Florida. Bell had no interest in going there, so he made a last-minute call to Coach Bo Schembechler to find out if Michigan had any scholarships left. At first, Schembechler said there were none left. He called Bell a day later to say he’d found one.

At 5-9, 170 pounds, Bell was a finesse runner rather than a power back, but he loved to run between the tackles. “I could pick the holes really well, and I’d get in and get out,” he said. “We practiced so many situations every day in practice that by the end of the week, you knew where the holes would be. Bo was always live at the line. It was full force, full contact at the point of attack all the time. By the end of the week, you’d played the game.”

Bell hit his stride as Michigan’s featured tailback midway through his junior season (1974), when he ran for 134 yards against Minnesota. He ran for more than 100 yards in each of the Wolverines’ remaining four games that season, and he rushed for 100 yards in all but two of Michigan’s 12 games in 1975. He ran for a career-high 210 yards in the 1975 season opener at Wisconsin. He finished his senior season with 1,390 yards and 13 touchdowns. In his four-year career, he ran for 2,902 yards and 28 touchdowns.

Before the 1975 season, only the Big Ten champion (or runner-up under the conference’s no-repeat rule) could play in a bowl game. That kept three outstanding Michigan teams home during the holidays from 1972-74. Finally in 1975, the Big Ten opened the door to other conference teams, and Michigan accepted an invitation to play third-ranked Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl.

Against a Sooners defense led by the Selmon brothers, Bell managed just 53 yards and a touchdown on 18 carries. Oklahoma prevailed, 14-6. “That was a hard-fought game,” he recalled. “Oklahoma really brought it to you. I never felt so sore after a game. My teammates went out after the game, but I had to go back to the hotel to lay down. My arms and legs felt like pincushions.”

Bell was the first Michigan player taken in the 1976 NFL Draft. The New York Giants selected him in the fourth round. He played two seasons with the Giants, and then played eight weeks with Ottawa of the Canadian Football League before returning to the NFL to finish the season—and his career—with the St. Louis Cardinals.

He returned to Ohio and opened a BBQ restaurant in Dayton. He then moved to Detroit, where he sold radio advertising for 10 years. Now 51, he has spent the last nine years in Chicago, working much of that time as a senior sales executive for WGCI radio.

Bell met his wife, Nancy, when he lived in Dayton, and the two have been married for 11 years. The couple has three children: Marjory, 8; Evan, 6; and, Adam, 2.

Even now, he says with a chuckle, he cannot escape the shadow of the Buckeyes. His wife is an Ohio State graduate.


Where Have You Gone?

 

JIM BETTS

Jim Betts was a man of many positions during his Michigan football career. He played quarterback his freshman season, but as a sophomore he switched to running back and then to wide receiver. Bo Schembechler, who’d tried to recruited Betts to play quarterback while he was coach at Miami of Ohio, moved Betts back to that position when he took over at Michigan in 1969. Unhappy solely in a reserve role, Betts convinced Schembechler to allow him to move to safety for his senior season while he continued to be the backup at quarterback.

“I was just looking for a way to get on the field,” he said.

Betts grins as he recalls the meeting before his senior season during which he informed Schembechler that he planned to switch to defense. He had already discussed the move with assistant coach Dick Hunter, who was eager to add Betts to a secondary that had been depleted by graduation. “I went to Bo, and he said: ‘You don’t tell me what to do. You’re my back-up quarterback,’” Betts said. “I told him I didn’t want to sit the bench all year, and I told him I could do both. He demanded to know how I was going to do that. I told him the quarterback job wasn’t all that tough. We worked it out.” Betts attended quarterback meetings in the morning and defensive backfield meetings in the afternoon, and he played on defense in the first part of practice and offense in the second part. “I’d played both ways in high school, so I didn’t think it was that big a deal,” he said.
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JIM BETTS

Michigan letterman: 1968-1970




Position: Defensive back Number: 23

Hometown: Cleveland, Ohio

Career defense: 45 tackles, 4 pass breakups, 2 fumble recoveries, 2 interceptions Top game: 14 tackles, 1 interception at Ohio State, 1970



That wasn’t the first time Betts and a Michigan coach didn’t see eye to eye on something, nor would it be the last.

In the spring of 1969, an angry Schembechler kicked Betts in the rear end during a practice after he’d made a series of mistakes trying to quarterback the offense. Betts insisted that Schembechler leave a staff meeting the following morning so he could tell the coach that “if God had intended for me to have a foot in my rear end, he would have put one there.”

In the fourth quarter of a 45-7 win against Washington that season, Schembechler instructed Betts and the second-team offense to run out the clock. Betts intended to do just that, but on an option run-pass play, he spied receiver Billy Harris wide open down the field. Betts’ instincts kicked in, and he fired a perfect pass for a touchdown. An angry Schembechler met Betts when he got to the sideline. “He told us that he had put us out there to run out the clock, not run up the score,” he said. “Bo pulled us out. (Reggie) McKenzie and a bunch of the linemen were mad at me. They wanted to get some playing time.”

The Sunday after a 39-13 homecoming win against Minnesota in 1970, Betts was 10 minutes late to the afternoon team meeting because he’d had to first pick up a teammate. After yelling at Betts for a minute or two, Schembechler began to announce the individual champion awards from the previous day’s game. When he came to the defensive star, he noted that the player had scored 100 percent on all of his assignments and tackles. Then Schembechler realized about whom he was talking—Betts—and he hesitated momentarily to announce his name. Finally, he called Betts to the front of the room and handed him the small trophy each champion received. “Then he turned his back on me,” Betts recalled.

Betts was one of two Division I prospects—the other was Larry Celina, who wound up at Ohio State—to come out of Cleveland Benedictine High School in 1967. Benedictine coach Augie Bossu, a former University of Notre Dame player, did not allow college coaches to contact his players until the conclusion of their senior seasons. When the team returned to school after its season finale, Bossu handed both Betts and Celina two boxes of letters from recruiters he had kept for them. The two players went into the gym, dumped the letters on the floor and began to sort through the piles. There were letters from more than 100 schools, ranging from the Big Ten and Mid-American conferences to Atlantic Coast and Pac-8 conferences, to seemingly every conference in between. “It was pretty overwhelming,” he said.

Suddenly, recruiters began to hound the two players. Bossu gave his players some guidelines they could use to narrow their choices. “We looked at the academic side, the athletic side, the potential to play right away, what the college would do for you once you graduated, and whether we’d fit in on campus,” he said. Many schools wanted Betts to come in as a defensive back, and he eliminated them from consideration. Michigan assistant coach Don James assured Betts he’d play quarterback, but he was realistic about Betts’s opportunities. He was one of four quarterbacks in his class. Each of them was given a half to play in one of the freshman team’s two games in the fall of 1967. Betts believed he had as good a chance as any to compete for playing time that spring, but he injured his knee in a pick-up basketball game that winter and missed all of spring practice. When he returned in the fall, he was at the bottom of the depth chart.

That’s when his positional sojourning began. He switched to tailback after senior Ron Johnson hurt his thumb in summer camp, but he grew disenchanted after running backs coach Tony Mason didn’t put him on the travel roster for a game at Duke. The following week in practice, he was invited to join the wide receivers and finished the season at that position. He played quarterback and defensive back under Schembechler.

The one play Betts clearly remembers from his career is one that went for an Ohio State touchdown in the 1970 game in Columbus. The Wolverines were in man coverage, and he was responsible for tight end Jan White. Judging from what he’d seen on film, Betts expected White to run a delay over the middle, but he stayed in to block. Caught too close to the line of scrimmage, Betts was a step late getting back to stop a touchdown pass from Rex Kern to Bruce Jankowski that propelled the Buckeyes to a 20-9 victory.

Working on his degree in education, Betts injured his left eye in a freak accident while student teaching. He had a 70 percent loss of vision in that eye, which dramatically hurt his depth perception the following summer when he tried out for the New York Jets, who’d drafted him the previous spring. The Jets cut him in training camp, and he failed to stick after a tryout with the Minnesota Vikings. He later played for a short time with the Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the Canadian Football League. He returned to Michigan to complete his degree, and he joined Schembechler’s staff as a graduate assistant.

Betts worked for Goodyear for two years before returning to Michigan, this time as an academic advisor for athletes. In 1979, he joined a Boston finance company that eventually transferred him to Chicago. When the company closed that office, he stayed and sold insurance until he returned to the Ann Arbor area to work for Don Coleman, another former Michigan player, who’d opened an advertising agency. He has worked the past 15 years for Domino’s Pizza, where he is in charge of minority recruitment.

Betts and his wife, Marty, have been married 19 years. They have two sons: Evan, 15; and, Eric, 13. The family lives in Milan, Michigan.

“In spite of whatever bad things might have happened at Michigan, the good things far exceeded them,” Betts said. “Having had the experience of playing under both Bump (Elliott) and Bo was valuable. There was a huge contrast there, but each of them gave us skills we could use. Bump taught us how to be gracious. Bo gave us the discipline to be gracious, but he also taught us to be as tenacious as you had to be. One thing I can say about Michigan, it has truly served me well over the years.”


Where Have You Gone?

 

CARLITOS BOSTIC

In hindsight, Carlitos Bostic wishes he’d had a little more insight. Had he been less stubborn and more willing to listen to his coaches, who he realizes now had his best interests in mind when they asked him to switch positions, he might have had an entirely different college career. He’s proud of what he did in five seasons at Michigan, but he believes he could have done so much more.

Bostic was recruited as an outside linebacker, and he refused to budge from that position. Early on, Michigan defensive coaches sensed that he had the size, speed and talent to become an exceptional defensive end. He grudgingly switched positions for a couple of weeks in 1986, but he gave a half-hearted effort and soon was back at linebacker. Friends from his old neighborhood applauded his determination to stick to his guns. He wishes now he hadn’t listened to them.
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