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Welcome to ALADDIN QUIX!

If you are looking for fast, fun-to-read stories with colorful characters, lots of kid-friendly humor, easy-to-follow action, entertaining story lines, and lively illustrations, then ALADDIN QUIX is for you!

But wait, there’s more!

If you’re also looking for stories with tables of contents; word lists; about-the-book questions; 64, 80, or 96 pages; short chapters; short paragraphs; and large fonts, then ALADDIN QUIX is definitely for you!

ALADDIN QUIX: The next step between ready to reads and longer, more challenging chapter books, for readers five to eight years old.
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For my grandnieces and grandnephews: Zealand, Luna, Jackson, Nicholas, Junia, and Sophia

—S. W.

For Andy

—J. H.






Cast of Characters
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Cyclops (SI•clops): tall girl with only one eye

	
Griffin (GRIFF•en): half-eagle, half-lion boy

	
Hippocampus (hip•uh•KAMP•us): girl horse with a fish tail

	
Minotaur (MI•no•tohr): boy bull

	
Pegasus (PEG•uh•suss): boy horse with wings

	
Sphinx (SFINGKS): girl with a human head, eagle wings, and a lion body
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Cerberus (SER•burr•us): three-headed dog boy

	
Chimera (ky•MEER•uh): girl with a lion head, a goat head, and a dragon head
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Arges (AR•jeez): the youngest of Cyclops’s three older brothers

	
Artemis (AR•tuh•miss): black-haired girl goddess, famed in mythology for her archery skills

	
Brontes (BRON•teez): the oldest of Cyclops’s three brothers

	
Mr. Chiron (KY•rawn): schoolteacher centaur (part man, part horse)

	
Steropes (stuh•ROH•peez): Cyclops’s middle brother
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1 Cyclops Skips School


Hey, you! Yes, you, blurry-looking human reading this book! Did you follow me to this volcano? You’d better not tell anyone you saw me here. Or I might EAT you! I’m not joking. (Truthfully, though, I’d rather eat pizza than a human.)

So you’ve probably noticed I’m a giant girl. Name’s Cyclops. I go to the School for Magical Monsters. Half the students there are Creatures. The other half are yucky Beasts. I’m a Creature.

I’m bigger and stronger than most of the guys. I can do lots of things better than them. Except for things that need good eyesight. Mine’s not great, but that’s a secret. Even my brothers don’t know about it. Because I don’t want anyone to think I’m weak!

This morning I faked being sick, though. Cough-cough. Ha! When everyone left for classes, I sneaked out and came here.

CLANG! CLANG! That’s the sound of hammers striking metal. My older brothers are making armor. So cool. I love that sound. It’s like music to my ears! I’d rather make armor than go to school any day! I follow the sound toward their workshop deep within the volcano.

It’s dark in here. I wish my eye could see better. Yes, eye. I just have one. It’s big, round, and smack-dab in the middle of my forehead. Cool, right?

I walk on till I see a bright light ahead. Then what does my one big eye spy? My blurry brothers. All three of ’em!

When I enter their workshop, a blast of heat hits my face. My brother Arges is heating a long metal rod over a huge fire. Smoke rises and disappears through a vent in the cave ceiling.
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CLANG! CLANG! My other two brothers, Brontes and Steropes, are hammering armor and weapons. Spears, swords, helmets, and shields line the walls. The bronze and iron ones will go to human soldiers. But the shiny gold and silver ones are for Greek goddesses and gods.

Brontes—my oldest brother—sees me first. He’s the biggest of the three. And, except for a bare spot in the middle that’s as big and round as my eye, his chest is also the hairiest! He stops hammering. “Whatcha doing here, Clopsy?” he yells.
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