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PRAISE FOR TRISTA MATEER

“Aphrodite Made Me Do It is a gentle scream from outside of your window. It is a reminder that it’s okay to let the light come in, but only when you are ready. You will find grace between these pages and a little sadness, too - the kind that makes flowers grow in all of the places you need them most.”

— Wilder, author of Nocturnal

“Aphrodite Made Me Do It is a dazzling portal of a collection. Trista Mateer erupts with spells of thunder and then gifts you with a careful platter of language to cast them yourself.”

— Blythe Baird, author of If My Body Could Speak

“Trista Mateer’s work has the kind of sumptuous quality that leaves you breathless. Aphrodite Made Me Do It is an incredible offering from a truly valuable poetic voice that channels love as the ancient and powerful emotion that it is. Combined with the poet’s own art, this book is a vibrant labyrinth, a treat for every reader. Mateer is magnificent as always.”

— Nikita Gill, author of Fierce Fairytales

Winner - 2015 Goodreads Choice Awards — Poetry (The Dogs I Have Kissed)

“Gut truths and gin-clear imagery, Trista Mateer reminds us of all those places left unexplored by language.” (Honeybee)

— Foreword Reviews

“This is a collection that will beg you to be dog-eared, coffee-stained, and shared.” (Honeybee)

— Amanda Lovelace, author of the princess saves herself in this one

“Trista writes about love so honestly. It’s messy, reckless hope. It’s sticky-fingered stubbornness. This collection is a must-read for any queer femme, and for anyone who has ever lost themselves in a feverish want.” (Honeybee)

— Clementine von Radics, author of Mouthful of Forevers
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for you,

and the story you deserve


TRIGGERS

body image

sexual assault

rape

eating disorders

queerphobia

emotional abuse

physical abuse

gore

blood

death

fire

and possibly more
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INTRODUCTION

I watched my mother lie for love

when it stomped through the house and

put its fists through our walls.

I watched her bleed for it and

lie more.

I told myself I’d never wear thin for it.

I’d never break for it.

And then I did.

I was human.

Small and predictable.

Bad love wanted a sacrifice,

so I made myself one.

I drank it straight from the tap,

wiped my mouth on my palms,

picked up a pen,

and called myself a poet.
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The thing about embracing your own chaos

is that it never becomes clear

when you need to

stop.

I didn’t forget how to fight for myself.
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