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  What people are saying about




  Resetting Our Future SMART Futures for a Flourishing World




  This intriguing title for a book is based on a tantalizing concept and the vision through the lenses of a futurist. Claire Nelson establishes a Smart Futures Framework that projects how we will live, work and play in a new hypervigilant world. It takes us through the niches of a world of planetary species, a result of race-based legal systems. It vividly illustrates how a proxy of global consciousness has evolved in “tribes” and “meshworks” of relationships. Its narrative is about the irony of a world whereby billions are being spent on a race to create a new home on other planets having failed to deal with the inequity gaps on earth. The ultimate value of this must-read book is that it provides bridges of hope.




  Ambassador Eddie Greene, Ph.D., Chancellor, University of Guyana




  This visionary synthesis of our current global situation uses the tools of science fiction, prophecy, and policy analysis in combination to make a compelling description of where we are, where we could get to in terms of making a good future for humanity, and also, crucially, how to get there. It’s a wonderfully entertaining and informative book—a call to action!




  Kim Stanley Robinson, Science Fiction Author




  For years, the Americano-Caribbean “White House Champion of Change,” Claire Nelson, has advocated for a more sustainable, inclusive way of development. Her new book is another brilliant, inspiring Call for Action, that stands out from the mass of post-COVID anticipatory works: a “must read” for all decision makers for its clear, well-grounded and documented (the metrics of the engineer!) description of where we are right now and where we are heading in the next years. More broadly, I recommend it to everyone wishing to lucidly face the very challenges every human being on Earth ought to address if we are to survive as a species: overcome our toxic tendency to endlessly fight our fellow man; move to and master the glocal level, combining instead of opposing our global and local identities; and transform yourself, whoever you are, into a SMART agent of change.




  Fabienne GOUX-BAUDIMENT, Ph.D., CEO, proGective, Foresight Consulting Company, Paris




  A view of humanity from the future, and an engaging and thought-provoking discourse, Dr. Claire takes us into numerous scenarios in making our future SMART, while keeping the discussion threads grounded to the current challenges faced by the human race. An invigorating read that pushes the mind to think about better lives and opportunities for humanity and our future. A must read for anyone who cares about our human condition and believes in our capacity for change and is looking for guidance to direct the path.




  Deepa Naik, Cofounder Cogitari, Co-CEO Humans for AI, India




  Now, just when we need it, Claire A. Nelson offers us a “magical mystery tour” that opens up new horizons, evokes both the sources of hope and despair, and finally, master story-teller that she is, inspires us to seek beyond the confines of yesterday’s imagination. I recommend this book to everyone, from the aficionado of wild fiction to the ardent scenario planner. Enjoy, explore, learn, encounter the provocations needed at a time of fluidity in order to recognize the anticipatory assumptions that lock us in place and those that do not. Thank you, Claire, for this gift.




  Riel Miller, Ph.D., Head of Futures Literacy, UNESCO, Paris




  In this fictionalized account of past, present, and future, what emerges from Dr. Nelson is a set of design truths that should capture our attention and activate us to mobilize. She weaves a compelling perspective on our collective future as a single human race and establishes a visionary and principled foundation of sustainability, morality, agency, resilience, and technology. The resulting framework is both intellectually enlightening and inspirationally moving.




  Kemper Lewis, Ph.D., Dean, School of Engineering, University of Buffalo, New York




  This book is a unique seed of hope accompanied by exclusive nourishment of Dr. Claire A. Nelson’s matchless vision, and scintillating imagination. She boldly forecasts a future out to Y3K. She then works the projection back to today with witty, creative fiction on one hand; on the other, crisp, data-based, harshly realistic presentation of the current state and projections onto coming decades. The result is this audacious volume that bonds us all at the primal level of chills that accurate prophesies send down our spine. Yet it maintains a gentle sense of humor poking fun at, while warning in no uncertain terms against, our short sighted, misguided priorities.




  Sirin Tekinay, Ph.D., Chair, Global Engineering Deans Council




  “Tribes of the World, coordinate!” is my five-word summary of Claire Nelson’s enthusiastic book Smart Futures for a Flourishing World. She combines passion, insight and knowledge into a powerful narrative of a way forward, out of the social and environmental mess we, as hegemonic species and global market capitalist society, have created the past half-millennium.




  Martin Bohle, Sc.D., affiliate of the Ronin Institute for Independent Scholarship (Montclair, NJ, USA) and Edgeryders (Brussels, Belgium)




  Claire Nelson has a knack for thinking differently than I do, and that makes reading her work incredibly valuable for helping to solve problems. In Smart Futures for a Flourishing World, she takes us to the future and back with stories that illustrate the storms of the present and illuminate paths of hope for the future. She brings her Caribbean lilt to the stories, making the stories at once magical and thought-provoking. Whether you are thinking about what you can do about climate change or poverty, or you are considering how we can colonize space without making more of a mess this book will be an inspiration.




  Lise Laurin, CEO, EarthShift Global




  If you fancy Science Fiction, if you are interested in long term futures, if you think that conventional futures reasoning lacks fantasy, this is a book for you. In Smart Futures for a Flourishing World, you meet an imaginative power that goes beyond the most of expected horizons. In this fairy tale from the long and not so long distant future, Claire Nelson, not only forces us to think through some basic social political perspectives, she also bring in surprising socio-technological ideas in a way that both stimulate you to further reading, and makes you both comfortable and uncomfortable with our current society.




  Erik F. Øverland, Ph.D., President, World Futures Studies Federation




  There is no doubt that the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic marks a momentous occasion in the twenty-first century and indeed, in global history. The pandemic has transformed our lives in myriad ways and on multiple levels resulting, according to Dr. Nelson, in a “pregnant pause.” Millions of persons have been infected by the coronavirus, many of which have been fatal; masked faces; social distancing; constant sanitization, remote work and learning became norm. The pandemic has not only re-shaped life as we once knew it, but more importantly, it has re-defined our future, forcing us to “cross the chasm from the future we wanted to the future we now have.”




  I commend Dr. Claire Nelson, an outstanding member of the Jamaican Diaspora in the United States, for writing this book, Smart Futures for a Flourishing World, which walks us through this evolving shift in global consciousness. She cleverly combines humor and satire in order to convey a message to her readers that a flourishing future is not only desirable, but entirely possible. For Dr. Nelson, a futurist, sustainability engineer, social entrepreneur, storyteller and recipient of multiple awards, the publication of the book, Smart Futures for a Flourishing World, is one in a series of her many accomplishments. As Ambassador of Jamaica to the United States, I am truly proud of the remarkable contribution that Dr. Nelson has made over the years to the Jamaican community in the DMV and indeed the wider United States. I congratulate her on this important feat.




  H.E. Audrey Marks, Ambassador of Jamaica to the USA




  Dr. Nelson asks us to re-imagine and write the future we want. Can we save ourselves from ourselves? Dr. Nelson warns, we must devise or recognize the paradigm shift or the future we find ourselves in will be dictated by the gods. I was pleasantly surprised by this book which feels like three books and easily transports the reader back and forth in time. I highly recommend it as a great addition to our tool box for decolonizing our thinking, and making the much-needed paradigm shift.




  Yul Anderson, Founder, African American Futures Society




  My main concern about the future is linked to the changes that I have seen just in my lifetime. When I taught Environmental Science, the Green Revolution of 1945–50 was touted in our Miller textbook as the turning point in agriculture during the twentieth century. However, since 1950, the world’s population has tripled. Perhaps the SMART Futures framework could help paint a clearer picture, of how our future society will be more integrated, color-blind and diversified.




  Tom Valone, Ph.D., President, Integrity Research Institute, USA.
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  The Resetting Our Future Series




  At this critical moment of history, with a pandemic raging, we have the rare opportunity for a Great Reset – to choose a different future. This series provides a platform for pragmatic thought leaders to share their vision for change based on their deep expertise. For communities and nations struggling to cope with the crisis, these books will provide a burst of hope and energy to help us take the first difficult steps towards a better future.




  – Tim Ward, publisher, Changemakers Books
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  Transform Your Pain & Find Your Way Forward




  Dr. Joseph J. Trunzo (Professor of Psychology and Department Chair at Bryant University), and Julie Luongo (author of The Hard Way).




  SMART Futures for a Flourishing World
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  Monica Brand, Lisa Neuberger & Wendy Teleki
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  Nicole Civita (Vice President of Strategic Initiatives at Sterling College, Ethics Transformation in Food Systems) and Michelle Auerbach
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  Today we are faced with a challenge that calls for a shift in our thinking, so that humanity stops threatening its life-support system. We are called to assist the Earth to heal her wounds and, in the process, heal our own – indeed to embrace the whole of creation in all its diversity, beauty and wonder. Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.




  Wangari Maathi, Nobel Peace Prize Winner




  There seem to be solid biological reasons why we are the way we are. If there weren’t, the cycles wouldn’t keep replaying. The human species is a kind of animal, of course. But we can do something no other animal species has ever had the option to do. We can choose: We can go on building and destroying until we either destroy ourselves or destroy the ability of our world to sustain us. Or we can make something more of ourselves.




  Octavia Butler, Science Fiction Hall of Fame




  No matter who we are or what we look like or what we may believe, it is both possible and, more importantly, it becomes powerful to come together in common purpose and common effort.




  Oprah Winfrey






  



  
Preface





  Like Octavia Butler said, “I have a huge and savage conscience that won’t let me get away with things” and “why can’t I do what others have done – ignore the obvious. Live a normal life. It’s hard enough just to do that in this world.” But I believe in our power to choose to become the change we want to see. And that belief initiates and guides my actions. I had to conquer my fear and answer the call to write the SMART Futures book when it came. I see it as my offering on the altar of our need to change our course as a species. As my dish in the banquet of life that is ever unfolding. The book was supposed to be a short, quick guide to the SMART Futures Framework as I explain it. But, the storyteller-shero in me got ahold of the plot, and refused to let my engineer-self go forward without her prognostications on what might be said by our future descendants if we were able to get the story right now. I must admit that the idea of journeying as far afield as to the year 3000 CE was nerve-wracking. Time travel to 2050 was the furthest I had ever been. Who would go with me? And would we arrive alive? But then I remembered that long ago, more than 3,000 years ago, there was Namaah. Namaah – Noah’s wife who helped provision the ark for the journey through the existential flood of that era. And I thought surely if she was able to believe in and pack for the unseen future, then so could I. Moreover, I knew I could always call on Anansi for help. Some of you might ask. Anansi? Who? Why? Anansi, is the Trickster God of the Ashanti peoples. Anansi often takes the shape of a spider and is considered to be the god of all knowledge of stories. One of the most important characters of West African mythology, Anansi traveled through time and space to the Caribbean with the enslaved Africans to ensure they maintained their connection to their Godself. Anansi is well known for how he brought wisdom to the world, even if it was only by accident. Anansi has been my faithful companion on the road to conjuring change, and I was sure that Anansi could help to make the future clearer to me. It is a truism that every shero worth her weight, needs to pack properly for the journey. Thankfully, I unearthed some musical gems that served to feed my soul along the way. From Bob Marley to Jimmy Cliff, to Steel Pulse and Chronixx, the rhythms kept my blood singing through the slog of night and weary days. You can check out the playlist in the notes. These could well be called the anthems for the future we want. The future is embedded in the landscape around us and, all of us who see that there is work to be done must do our part. This call to make a shift is my doing what I can right now. And, if and when I can do more, I will. I hope you will join me.









  
Foreword





  by Thomas Lovejoy




  The pandemic has changed our world. Lives have been lost. Livelihoods as well. Far too many face urgent problems of health and economic security, but almost all of us are reinventing our lives in one way or another. Meeting the immediate needs of the less fortunate is obviously a priority, and a big one. But beyond those compassionate imperatives, there is also tremendous opportunity for what some people are calling a “Great Reset.” This series of books, Resetting Our Future, is designed to provide pragmatic visionary ideas and stimulate a fundamental rethink of the future of humanity, nature and the economy.




  I find myself thinking about my parents, who had lived through the Second World War and the Great Depression and am still impressed by the sense of frugality they had attained. When packages arrived in the mail, my father would save the paper and string; he did it so systematically I don’t recall our ever having to buy string. Our diets were more careful: whether it could be afforded or not, beef was restricted to once a week. When aluminum foil—the great boon to the kitchen—appeared, we used and washed it repeatedly until it fell apart. Bottles, whether Coca-Cola or milk, were recycled.




  Waste was consciously avoided. My childhood task was to put out the trash; what goes out of my backdoor today is an unnecessary multiple of that. At least some of it now goes to recycling but a lot more should surely be possible.




  There was also a widespread sense of service to a larger community. Military service was required of all. But there was also the Civilian Conservation Corps, which had provided jobs and repaired the ecological destruction that had generated the Dust Bowl. The Kennedy administration introduced the Peace Corps and the President’s phrase “Ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country” still resonates in our minds.




  There had been antecedents, but in the 1970s there was a global awakening about a growing environmental crisis. In 1972, The United Nations held its first conference on the environment at Stockholm. Most of the modern US institutions and laws about environment were established under moderate Republican administrations (Nixon and Ford). Environment was seen not just as appealing to “greenies” but also as a thoughtful conservative’s issue. The largest meeting of Heads of State in history, the Earth Summit, took place in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 and three international conventions—climate change, biodiversity (on which I was consulted) and desertification—came into existence.




  But three things changed. First, there now are three times as many people alive today as when I was born and each new person deserves a minimum quality of life. Second, the sense of frugality was succeeded by a growing appetite for affluence and an overall attitude of entitlement. And third, conservative political advisors found advantage in demonizing the environment as comity vanished from the political dialogue.




  Insufficient progress has brought humanity and the environment to a crisis state. The CO2 level in the atmosphere at 415 ppm (parts per million) is way beyond a non-disruptive level around 350 ppm. (The pre-industrial level was 280 ppm.)




  Human impacts on nature and biodiversity are not just confined to climate change. Those impacts will not produce just a long slide of continuous degradation. The pandemic is a direct result of intrusion upon, and destruction of, nature as well as wild-animal trade and markets. The scientific body of the UN Convention on Biological Diversity warned in 2020 that we could lose a million species unless there are major changes in human interactions with nature.




  We still can turn those situations around. Ecosystem restoration at scale could pull carbon back out of the atmosphere for a soft landing at 1.5 degrees of warming (at 350 ppm), hand in hand with a rapid halt in production and use of fossil fuels. The Amazon tipping point where its hydrological cycle would fail to provide enough rain to maintain the forest in southern and eastern Amazonia can be solved with major reforestation. The oceans’ biology is struggling with increasing acidity, warming and ubiquitous pollution with plastics: addressing climate change can lower the first two and efforts to remove plastics from our waste stream can improve the latter.




  Indisputably, we need a major reset in our economies, what we produce, and what we consume. We exist on an amazing living planet, with a biological profusion that can provide humanity a cornucopia of benefits—and more that science has yet to reveal—and all of it is automatically recyclable because nature is very good at that. Scientists have determined that we can, in fact, feed all the people on the planet, and the couple billion more who may come, by a combination of selective improvements of productivity, eliminating food waste and altering our diets (which our doctors have been advising us to do anyway).




  The Resetting Our Future series is intended to help people think about various ways of economic and social rebuilding that will support humanity for the long term. There is no single way to do this and there is plenty of room for creativity in the process, but nature with its capacity for recovery and for recycling can provide us with much inspiration, including ways beyond our current ability to imagine.




  Ecosystems do recover from shocks, but the bigger the shock, the more complicated recovery can be. At the end of the Cretaceous period (66 million years ago) a gigantic meteor slammed into the Caribbean near the Yucatan and threw up so much dust and debris into the atmosphere that much of biodiversity perished. It was sayonara for the dinosaurs; their only surviving close relatives were precursors to modern day birds. It certainly was not a good time for life on Earth.




  The clear lesson of the pandemic is that it makes no sense to generate a global crisis and then hope for a miracle. We are lucky to have the pandemic help us reset our relation to the Living Planet as a whole. We already have building blocks like the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals and various environmental conventions to help us think through more effective goals and targets. The imperative is to rebuild with humility and imagination, while always conscious of the health of the living planet on which we have the joy and privilege to exist.




  Dr. Thomas E. Lovejoy is Professor of Environmental Science and Policy at George Mason University and a Senior Fellow at the United Nations Foundation. A world-renowned conservation biologist, Dr. Lovejoy introduced the term “biological diversity” to the scientific community.
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Introduction





  I am a futurist and sustainability engineer with over 30 years of experience doing international development work. I’ve always brought to the table, my sensibilities as a woman who grew up in 1960s Jamaican elementary school reciting a national pledge that states: “Before God and All mankind / I pledge the love and loyalty of my heart / The wisdom and courage of my mind / The strength and vigor of my body/ in the service of my fellow citizens / I promise to stand up for Justice Brotherhood and Peace / to work diligently and creatively / To think generously and honestly, so that / Jamaica may, under God, increase in beauty, fellowship and prosperity / and play her part in advancing the welfare of the whole human race.”




  I admit that these days I replace the word brotherhood with the more politically correct and inclusive word “humanitism” but that pledge made me the little girl who, despite a terrible stutter, was recognized as the champion of the underdog and official crier against status quo adult oppression. It set me on the path to becoming a global citizen.




  Twice in my life I have been a movement starter and from that experience I have learned the questions we need to ask ourselves and those became the SMART Futures Framework about which you will learn in this book. And, both times it has required that I consciously let go the notion of control to give the movement the opportunities to live freely and grow in the visions of those who see themselves in it. When I began the development with equity movement to champion the cause of blacks in Latin America, all I had was a vision. My contributions to crafting policy for the international financial institutions and UN World Conference Against Racism have led to results I could only dream of. I had to learn to live with the idea that power had to be shared for it to be sustained beyond my immediate sphere of influence. Likewise, in midwifing the National Caribbean American Heritage Month movement, again I had to learn that the vision of creating a place for Caribbean immigrants’ contributions to America to be recognized nationally demanded that I let go of the impetus to control the process and the flow. Big visions and ideas demand a meshwork of leaders and followers picking up a thread and weaving their own vision of the design into the tapestry.




  I have had the experience of being a minority voice – the only Black woman in the room for much of my adult life whether it be my engineering classes, or in the hallways of the Washington establishments that prognosticate the future for the world. Indeed, it is a fact that much of what we experience in the world today has been and is being prescribed by the leadership elite across the western educated industrialized rich developed countries. We all know, absenting the Queen and a sprinkling of political unicorns, usually the leaders in that space are male and pale. Since there seems to be no seat for me at the table, I’ve taken a leaf from the book of my shero the late great Shirley Chisholm – a daughter of Caribbean immigrants to America who decided so many years ago to run for the President of the USA on the democratic party ticket – and I’ve decided to bring my folding chair. We are at a crossroads where humanity has serious choices to make and even the masters in the echo chambers of the global leadership estates such as the World Economic Forum now admit they don’t really know the answers either. Part of the reason they don’t know is that they are not asking the right questions, the SMART Futures questions.




  The future is shared space. And I think it’s time that we all get the opportunity to throw down at the feast of ideas that will constitute the life of the party or rather this party called life. As a futurist, sustainability engineer and development with equity advocate, as a social entrepreneur, as a storyteller, I do believe that this book is my story to tell.




  “How might we make a paradigm shift to create a flourishing world that fosters inclusive prosperity?” is the question this book strives to answer and I feel fit for the purpose.




  I am at heart, a storyteller. It used to be that I separated my engineering self from storytelling self. However, once I experienced success in using storytelling as a tool for workshop report on “How Peace Came to the World” at a 1997 Salzburg Seminar on Race and Ethnicity, I did research on storytelling. I have come to discover that stories are how we experience reality, and that storytelling is a recognized as a means for changing minds and hearts. I think by changing the stories we are telling about the future, we can change our ideas about who we are and how we function and so make a paradigm shift possible.




  To support the SMART Futures framework, I’ve chosen to weave stories that borrow from the notion that as humans we are embedded in myths of our creation that inform our worldview and thus our systems of governments and laws and regulations. I have crafted stories from the aspirational future, which paint positivist pictures of the future. I do not believe in Utopia, but I am chagrined by the numerous dystopian tales of who we will become out there littering our thought waves. I have chosen to begin in the year 3000, which is outside of our time, because I want to make sure that we understand that life will go on way beyond our ability to conceptualize what that might look like with any accuracy. I use 2100 as another point of departure because the children who were born in the year 2020 – the year of the COVIDemic will only be 80 in that year. Just imagine what they will be speaking about on December 31, 2099. A look back at the last century – which is to say the first century of this third millennium. If this COVID-19 Pandemic is to become the gestation center of the birth of a new idea of who we might become as humans, then we must begin to impregnate the possibilities with our visions of the futures we want. My last story is set in 2030 because that is the time and place that is closest to us and because there is the beginning of a shared global vision of the future we would want to have achieved in the 17 United Nations global Sustainable Development Goals.
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