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  To the outdoor educators of the world. Though you are underpaid and underappreciated, your work is a true service that can change lives for the better.




  





  




  Introduction




  




  Hey, I get it. You’re reading this book because you hate knots. They’re confusing as heck. You don’t know when to use the whosjamacallit instead of the thingamajig knot. You have no idea what the difference is between a bend and a bight—frankly, you don’t care either. Then heaven help you if you ever looked at one of the knot bibles with ten gazillion knots—or a hundred, doesn’t matter!




  Trust me, been there, done that. When I was growing up, I struggled at pitching tents with twenty-four guylines, often at night and in a storm. Tying down canoes so they wouldn’t fly off the rack on the highway was also a challenge. When I first started getting into climbing, I had to learn even more knots that would actually keep me and my partners alive.




  At this point, I’ve probably forgotten more about knots than most people will ever know. That isn’t a good thing either, because to this day I still get confused by some knots even though I’ve tied them countless times. Too much information can indeed be a problem.




  When it comes down to it, ropes and knots are functional tools. It’s always best to use the right tool for the job. But that doesn’t mean you have to carry around an entire hardware store of specialized items when just a few simple tools will suffice. Some tool fanatics might own a dozen specialized hammers, but the average homeowner only needs a basic 16-ounce claw hammer.
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