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In the plain of Tormore, in the isle of Arran, are the
remains of four circles, and by their sequestered situation, this seems to have been sacred ground. These circles
were formed for religious purposes: Boetius relates, that
Mainus, son of Fergus I, a restorer and cultivator of religion, after the Egyptian manner, (as he calls it) instituted several new and solemn ceremonies; and caused great stones to be placed in a circle: the largest was situated to the south, and served as an altar for the sacrifices to the immortal gods. Boetius is right in part of his account: the object of worship was the sun; and what confirms this, is the situation of the altar, pointed towards that luminary in his meridian glory.

THOMAS PENNANT, VOYAGE TO THE HEBRIDES




Where were you made a Mason?

In the body of a Lodge, just, perfect and regular.

And when?

When the Sun was at its Meridian.

As lodges in this country are usually held in the evening, how do you account for this, which at the first view appears to be a paradox?

The Sun being the Centre of our system, and the Earth constantly revolving on its axis, and Masonry being spread across the whole of its habitable surface, it necessarily follows that the Sun must always be at its Meridian with respect to Masonry.

EXCHANGE BETWEEN THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER AND

A NEWLY INITIATED MASON, FROM THE YORK RITE

MASONRY 1ST-DEGREE EXEMPLIFICATION


Introduction

THE GUARDIANS OF THE GRAIL

In The Knights Templar in the New Worlda we learned the story of the Scottish prince Henry Sinclair, who, in 1398, almost one hundred years before Columbus arrived in the New World, sailed to what is today Nova Scotia. It was also revealed that, along with approximately five hundred of his trusted knights, he established at Green Oaks, Nova Scotia, a secret “Grail” settlement for the Templars fleeing persecution by the Roman Catholic Church and the French monarchy.

In part, The Knights Templar in the New World is a personal story: My late great-uncle was supreme grand master of the Knights Templar of Canada in the 1950s, and it was from him, when I was still a young boy, that I received the “secret” key that would eventually allow me to rediscover the site of the Templar settlement established by Sinclair and his followers in what they considered at the time to be the new Arcadia.

It was in Arcadia (later known as Acadia) that Prince Henry Sinclair and his Knights Templar sought to find a refuge for the descendants of Jesus and Mary Magdalene (otherwise known as the Holy Bloodline), who, through arranged marriage, provided a direct connection between the House of David and the early French Merovingian dynasty. Sinclair’s charge was achieved with remarkable simplicity and secrecy until the British exiled the Acadians in 1755. Support for this story of Henry Sinclair is found in a historical document called the Zeno Narrative, written in 1555 by Antonio Zeno, the great-nephew of the Venetian admirals Nicolo and Antonio, who accompanied Sinclair on his journey to the New World.
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Fig. I.1. This map shows the approximate latitude and longitude of many of the key places mentioned throughout this book. It is a helpful tool in relating these places to one another in terms of their locations on or near important meridians.



Intriguingly, Henry Sinclair was hereditary grand master of the Scottish Knights Templar at the time of his voyage. He was also a direct descendant of the Grail Bloodline through strategic marriages between prominent French and Scottish families, making him the ultimate guardian of the Templar treasure.

But what exactly is the true nature of this Grail treasure so protected by the Poor Knights of the Temple of Solomon, as the Templars were formally called? On one level, it will always be considered to be the descendants of the Holy Bloodline themselves, but on another it may be something as all-encompassing as the knowledge of the ancients, an aspect of which was the knowledge of longitudinal meridians that allowed Sinclair and those who sailed before him to navigate the treacherous North Atlantic and locate “Grail” settlements in the New World. There is a simpler possibility, however, that holds considerable ramifications for the interpretation of the history of the New World and the birth and growth of the United States and Canada. This involves an ancient knowledge of how and where the underground practice of smelting and steelmaking could be conducted in secret.

Many researchers and authors believing in a more “concrete” Templar treasure have speculated that it is either a genealogical record of the Grail family, a firsthand account written by either Jesus or the Magdalene herself, or associated relics—perhaps, even, the bones of Jesus—that ultimately can be tested against the DNA of known Holy Bloodline members. Many of these same people still believe that the Templar treasure lies below enigmatic Oak Island, located on the south shore of Nova Scotia (see chapter 4, page 180). But the deciphering of the ancient Templar code of sacred geometry has determined that Oak Island is not the final resting place of this treasure. Indeed, a whole series of physical treasures may still remain buried along ancient meridians that stretch across all of the Americas, starting beneath the settlement ruins recently uncovered at Green Oaks, the geographic mirror image of Oak Island.

The compelling story and ongoing mystery of the Templar treasure, coupled with the world’s current events, which reflect or harken to the historical background of the First Crusades, continue to capture the public’s imagination and, in part, have ignited in people an insatiable desire for anything related to the Grail or the Holy Bloodline. With the recent release of Dan Brown’s novel The Da Vinci Code, this desire has hit an all-time high. Added to this is the ever-more-mainstream understanding of the notion that the founding of the United States was based on Masonic/ Templar principles, which include a Grail and goddess veneration.

It is essential to remember, however, that the basic theory on which Brown’s book is centered, that Jesus and Mary Magdalene were married, is not new. In fact, through their book Holy Blood, Holy Grail, Henry Lincoln, Michael Baigent, and Richard Leigh were probably the first to raise in a modern context the old Cathar belief that Mary Magdalene and Jesus were married and produced offspring. With the advent of the Internet and the arrival of the second millennium, however, it appears that the time is now ripe for general acceptance of this alternative history.

Holy Blood, Holy Grail hypothesizes that after Jesus’ crucifixion, the Magdalene, Jesus’ wife, either pregnant or with at least one child, was smuggled to an overseas refuge by her uncle, Joseph of Arimathea. Continuing the theory, this means that there existed a hereditary bloodline descended directly from Jesus through the Merovingians, and that this “holy blood” may actually be in existence this very day.

Of course, not everyone is ready for such a dramatic shift in religious direction. The Vatican still clings to the basic history in the gospels as interpreted by the early Church Fathers, while the religious right in the United States is strengthening its “traditional” beliefs through an ever-increasing influence on mainstream politics. In Europe, within the context of a European Union, the remaining royal houses appear to be vying for the ultimate “divine” position. Interestingly, Princess Diana, one of the most beloved royals connected to the House of Windsor, has also been directly connected to the Merovingian bloodline, which has only increased the admiration and even veneration she has been accorded after her death.

Since the publication of The Knights Templar in the New World, I’ve received hundreds of e-mails, letters, and large parcels of information from people all around the world who offer that they too possess a little piece of the vast puzzle that is the Templar treasure. Inevitably, I find that all of these pieces have led to the one question that I am constantly challenged to answer: What was it that the Poor Knights of the Temple of Solomon actually discovered? What could have caused the Church to seek to pursue and eradicate a group and its beliefs two centuries after it had sanctioned all that this group represented? Was it a treasure in the traditional sense or something much more profound and lasting?

Through the encouragement of Bernard of Clairvaux, the twelfth and thirteenth-century Church initially conferred great favor on the Templars, allowing them to enjoy unprecedented growth and prosperity. But it reversed this position in the beginning of the fourteenth century to the point of sanctioning the arrest, torture, and murder of hundreds of men in the Order. Does the Knights’ treasure have anything to do with this change of status? Perhaps the answer to the mystery of the Templars’ discovery lies beyond the Holy Bloodline and its descendants. In the course of this book, we will learn more about the possibility that the Knights discovered evidence of an ancient knowledge developed before the Great Flood—knowledge that is still preserved in present-day Masonic/Templar ritual. Among these many pieces of information, the knowledge they may have gained concerning the establishing of accurate latitudinal and longitudinal positions before it became standard practice in the eighteenth century would have had the greatest impact on the Templar refugees’ life in the New World, just as similar mapping knowledge would have aided the earlier Vikings, Celts, Phoenicians, Egyptians, and other ancient mariners who—perhaps through secret societies in other ages—were able to navigate the world through continuous observation of the sun, moon, and stars and their relative positions as recorded by stone circles and the like.

Through prehistory and recorded history, this knowledge provided those who were “in on the secret” the ability to enjoy the New World’s limitless supply of precious metals, including the much-sought-after copper and gold, and its seemingly unlimited amounts of rare earth minerals such as titanium. It is quite possible, in fact, that access to such materials helps to explain how the Templars were able to develop superior weaponry and thus overwhelming military strength during the First and Second Crusades. It is likely, then, that it was the power and advantage acquired by the Templars as a result of this access to the New World riches—not their supposed position as guardians of the Holy Bloodline—that led to their ultimate downfall within the Church, for access to the New World represented not only unlimited material wealth, but also an opportunity to play a significant role in the establishment of a new world order that could exist free from the oppressive control of both church and state.

Ultimately, what we may infer is that this rediscovered mapping knowledge allowed Prince Henry Sinclair and his Knights Templar to relocate the ancient meridians, or roselines, and thereby both establish secret Grail settlements in the New World and safely deposit more concrete “treasure”—artifacts, manuscripts, and relics—that could easily be retrieved centuries later by future initiates of their sacred knowledge, including such men as Verrazano, Jacques Cartier, Samuel de Champlain, and Lewis and Clark.

This knowledge, an awareness of pre-Christian exploration, the journey to the New World of many Europeans after the thirteenth century, the establishment of settlements and a New Jerusalem or Arcadia here, and the subsequent colorful history of the colonization and growth of this part of North America that was to become the United States and Canada, is the context of The Templar Meridians. As we become aware of this meridian knowledge and how it has been used in our history, we will see that visionaries such as Pierre Charles l’Enfant and Thomas Jefferson may well have tapped into this grid of concealed energy through their respective designs of Washington, D.C. and Monticello. Such knowledge may also provide a hidden reason for Jefferson’s sponsorship of the Lewis and Clark expedition: Perhaps one of its hidden purposes was to search out the final resting place of the grand initiate who “reactivated” these meridians across North America—Prince Henry Sinclair.

As we become more aware of this Templar roseline knowledge, we may see how aspects of secret societies such as the Freemasons in both Europe and the New World, works such as those of the artists Nicolas Poussin and David Tenier the Younger, and stories such as that of the Church of Rennes-le-Château in France and its famous priest, Berenger Saunière, figure in to the puzzle by revealing clues to this ancient information.

As we will see in the pages that follow, it is this meridian knowledge that may well tie together the New World’s historical events and provide the thread that leads us to the greatest Templar treasure: the profound and complete knowledge of the ancients and the establishment of an Arcadia, a New Jerusalem, on this side of the Atlantic Ocean.


1

TREASURED SECRETS

From the ninth grade on, former U.S. president Bill Clinton was a member of the Order of DeMolay, a boys organization sponsored by the Masons.1 The stated purpose of DeMolay was to foster personal and civic virtues and friendship among its members. Only recently has it become widely known that the Order was named after the last grand master of the medieval Knights Templar, Jacques de Molay, who supposedly took to his grave the secret of the Templar treasure after he was burned at the stake in March 1314.2 (See fig 1.1.)

For close to two centuries in the Middle Ages, the Templars had enjoyed a unique position between the established Church and the French state. According to most books on the subject, the Order of the Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon was founded in 1118, nineteen years after the capture of Jerusalem during the First Crusade. The declared objective of the original nine knights of the Order was to keep the roads and highways safe for pilgrims. There is very little evidence of their accomplishing this goal, however, and the true objective of the first Knights Templar may never be known. Many historians do suggest, though, that these first Templars discovered something hidden beneath the Temple of Solomon confirming, among other things, the very existence of Jesus Christ.

According to the established traditions of a number of secret societies, in all likelihood some of the “booty” uncovered by the original nine knights was in the form of the maps known as portolans, which exhibited a mathematical basis then unknown to the medieval world.
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Fig. 1.1. This engraving, The Burning of Jacques de Molay, by Emile Antoine Baward, c. 1885, depicts the last Templar grand master, Jacques de Molay, being burned at the stake on the island of Paris.



In 1127, after nine years in the Holy Land, most of the founding knights of the Order returned to Europe, and in January 1128, at a Church council in Troyes, the Templars were officially recognized as a religious-military order—an acknowledgment that was due mainly to their patron, Bernard of Clairvaux, who was originally a follower of the Roman Catholic Carthusian Order and later was instrumental in establishing the Cistercian Order. This rapid rise in their stature indeed suggests that the knights discovered something of tremendous religious and historical significance.

The Templars were sworn to poverty, chastity, and obedience. They enjoyed virtual autonomy due to a papal bull issued by Pope Innocent II in 1139 stating that the Templars would owe allegiance to no one other than the pope himself. One result of this decree was that over the next two decades, throughout Europe, younger sons of noble families flocked to join the order’s ranks. And because a man forfeited all his possessions, including his land, on admission to the order, Templar holdings proliferated.3 

Within a mere twenty-four years of the Council of Troyes, the Templars held substantial estates in most of Europe, the Holy Land, and points east. By the mid-thirteenth century, the Templars had become powerful enough to play a role in high-level diplomacy between nobles and monarchs throughout the Western world and the Holy Land. The Order’s political activities were not, however, confined to the Christian world. It forged close links with Muslim rulers and commanded respect from Saracen leaders that far exceeded that accorded any other Europeans.

At the same time, the Templars created and established the institution of modern banking and, in effect, became the bankers for every throne in Europe and for various Muslim potentates as well. But the Templars did not trade in money alone. From their ongoing relations with Islamic and Judaic culture, they came to learn of and accept new areas of knowledge, including the sciences. As a result, the Templars controlled a veritable monopoly on the best and most advanced technology of their age and contributed to the development of surveying, mapmaking, road building, and navigation.

The Order possessed its own seaports, shipyards, and fleet, both commercial and military, with their major fleet based in La Rochelle, France (see fig. 1.2). It is said that the Templars also possessed the finest map library of their time, including a number of rare portolan maps of unknown origin—likely those found beneath the Temple of Solomon. The Order also maintained its own hospitals with its own physicians and surgeons who apparently understood, among many other concepts, the properties of antibiotics. Unfortunately, in 1185, during this time of advancement, King Baudouin IV of Jerusalem died. One immediate consequence was that in July 1187, Gérard de Ridefort, grand master of the Temple, in part because of personal vanity, lost Jerusalem and most of the Holy Land to the Saracens.

After this defeat, the Templars retreated to the south of France, specifically to the Languedoc, the principality of the heretical Cathars. Because many wealthy landowners who were either Cathars themselves or sympathetic to the Cathar beliefs had donated vast tracts of land to the Order, the Templars felt that perhaps the Languedoc could become their New Jerusalem. The region promoted religious tolerance, and as a direct result, Greek, Arabic, Hebrew, and the ancient esoteric tradition of the Kabbalah were enthusiastically studied. Not unlike the Roman Empire, however, complacency and decadence set in among the leaders of the Cathars, and by 1208 the Church had become increasingly threatened by the Cathar heresy.
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Fig. 1.2. The Templar Maritime Fleet, early-fifteenth-century woodcut, artist unknown. Note that the Templar fleet sailed independently under the Templar cross, displayed prominently on its sails, and not under the banner of church or state.



Under direct orders of Pope Innocent III, a holy crusade—now known as the Albigensian Crusade—was waged against the Cathars with the full cooperation of the French throne. In 1209 a northern army led by Simon de Montfort invaded the Languedoc, and during the next forty years, approximately thirty thousand Cathars were killed. Although initiated by the pope, this episode of genocide (the only truthful way to describe it) is best remembered for the fanaticism of a Spanish monk named Dominic Guzman, who created the tortures of the Holy Inquisition.

By 1243, the Albigensian Crusade had leveled all major Cathar towns and forts in the region except for a handful of isolated strongholds. Chief among these was the remote mountain citadel of Montségur. In March 1244, after fighting for some months against all odds, the fortress finally surrendered, and the Cathar heresy ceased to exist, at least officially, in the south of France. Because the Cathars were known to be wealthy, rumors spread of a fantastic treasure kept hidden at Montségur, but nothing of consequence was ever found in the fallen fortress.

For the next sixty-three years, the Templars, who had previously been somewhat allied with the “heretical” Cathars, continued to live in peace, but at dawn on Friday, October 13, 1307, King Philippe IV of France decreed that all members of the Order be placed under arrest and all their possessions in France be seized.3 Grand Master Jacques de Molay was arrested and Templar properties throughout France were confiscated. Subsequently, a number of Templar priories and other holdings were awarded to an order known as the Knights of St. John—the Hospitallers—mandated by the pope. Interestingly, according to the researcher John J. Robinson, the English Peasants’ Revolt of June 7, 1381, led by Wat Tyler, was actually organized and carried out by the English Freemasons as retaliation against the Hospitallers. But who were these seeming rival of the Templars, formally known as the Knights of the Order of the Hospital of St. John of Jerusalem? According to history, in 1099 many Crusaders joined the Brotherhood of St. John, which later became the religious order of the Knights of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem. This order participated in all Crusades waged during the next two hundred years, after which they were forced to retire first to Cyprus and later to the island of Rhodes. In 1523 the Hospitallers were forced to withdraw a third time, to the island of Candia, the modern Crete, where they remained for seven years. Then, in 1530, the emperor Charles V of Spain gave the island of Malta to the order. Thus, the Hospitallers became known as the Knights of Malta for the next two hundred and fifty years, until, in 1798, Malta was captured by Napoleon and the order was finally dispersed.

After confiscation and redistribution of the Templar holdings in 1307, Philippe’s primary interest, the Order’s immense “hidden” wealth, was never found, and added to the mystery of the Cathar treasure was the whereabouts of the fabulous treasure of the Templars.

It is said that with his last breath, after seven years of captivity and torture, Jacques de Molay recanted his confession and called upon his persecutors, Pope Clement and King Philippe, to join him within the year before the court of God to account for their own sins.4 By the end of the year both Clement and Phillipe were dead and the mystique and arcane knowledge surrounding the Templars had grown to epic proportions, as had the legend of their secret treasure, which was said to have vanished from the port of La Rochelle under the cloak of darkness on the now famous Friday, October 13, 1307, along with eighteen galleys filled with knights.

Could it be that the Cathar treasure so sought after by both Church and state after the demise of that sect was part of the same treasure that disappeared with the Templar fleet from the port of La Rochelle? Templar historians now agree that at least some of those eighteen Templar galleys sailed to Scotland, Portugal, or Scandinavia. It is also possible that a number of the galleys made their way directly across the Atlantic to already established settlements in the New World. As their earlier history has shown, the Templars were wise enough to ensure that not all of their eggs were in one basket.

Under the Rose

One of the world’s oldest symbols, signifying confidentiality and secrecy, is the rose (rosa in Latin, rhodon in Greek). Surprisingly, roses are native to only the Northern Hemisphere, yet they have flourished from the earliest times, even before human time. Excavations in Europe have uncovered thirty-five-million-year-old fossilized rose flowers and hips, and petrified rose wreaths have been unearthed from ancient Egyptian tombs.5

In Greek mythology, Aphrodite (the Roman Venus), the goddess of love, is said to have created the rose.6 In Rome it became the symbol of love and beauty. Cupid added to the flower the symbolism of secrecy when he offered a rose to Harpocrates, the god of silence, in order to hush up Venus’s amorous escapades.7 Roman dining room ceilings were decorated with roses, reminding guests to keep secret what had been said during dinner and leading to the term sub rosa, “under the rose,” which refers to discretion and confidentiality.

Like the meanings of the cross, those of the rose can be paradoxical. It is at the same time a symbol of purity and passion, heavenly perfection and earthly emotion, virginity and fertility, life and death.8 The rose is also representative of the blood of Adonis and of Christ. Early Christians saw the five wounds of Christ in the five petals of the rosa sancta. In its Christian interpretation it has become symbolic of transmutation—taking food from the earth and transforming it into a beautiful, fragrant, “divine” flower—and, through the idea of the rose garden, is emblematic of Paradise. During the Renaissance the emblem of the rose garden came to represent human love and lovers, but at the same time the religious Marian symbolism of the rose was popularized by the devotion of the rosary.9

Numerologically, the rose represents the number five because the wild rose has five petals and the petals on all roses exist in multiples of five. Geometrically, the rose corresponds to the arcane symbols of the pentagon and the pentagram, which was the symbol of the school of the Pythagorean brotherhood.10 Because of its association with the number five, the rose has also been linked to the five senses and, in an absolute sense, to the expanding awareness of being through the development of the senses.11

During the Middle Ages, the theme of the rose garden developed from the the literature of courtly love, in which the rose often appeared as a symbol of the beloved lady. Later, the influence of the Song of Songs led to the rose symbolizing the mystical union between Christ and his church, or between God and each of his people.12 Because the Virgin Mary was honored as the model of union with God, the rose became a privileged symbol of the union between Christ and Mary. The image of Mary holding a rose rather than a scepter appears in many of the greatest examples of thirteenth-century art. The image of Mary in a rose garden or under a rose arbor or before a tapestry of roses also appears in the work of many artists of the Middle Ages.13 (see fig. 1.3.)

The rose, the queen of flowers, was evidently a privileged symbol for the Virgin Mary, queen of heaven and earth. This type of Marian symbolism is much in evidence in Dante’s description of Paradise. In chapter 23, verses 71–75 of Paradiso, Dante’s guide, Beatrice, invites him to contemplate among the heavenly inhabitants the beauty of Mary, the Mother of God: “Why are you so enamored of my face that you do not turn your gaze to the beautiful garden which blossoms under the radiance of Christ? There is the rose in which the Divine word became flesh: here are the lilies whose perfume guides you in the right ways.” Fascinating examples of this symbolism can also be found throughout Gothic cathedrals and especially in their rose windows, the circular, stained-glass windows that enhance the three entrances to these churches. Coincidentally, the Knights Templar were the financiers behind the construction of the Gothic cathedrals and rose windows across France, including the Cathedral of Chartres and its famous rose window.14 The “text” behind these immense, intricate works of colored glass is said to be the revelation of the world of salvation offered by God to the lost human race through the Hebrew Bible and Christian scriptures. Christ is most often at the center of these rose windows, where he is usually portrayed either sitting in judgment or in the mystery of his Incarnation.
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Fig. 1.3. The Mary Garden, thirteenth century, artist unknown. The first recorded Mary garden was created by the Irish saint Fiacre in the seventh century. Reproduced courtesy of the Staatliche Museum, Berlin.



For all the traditional rose symbolism associated with the Virgin Mary, however, many recent books now explain the importance of that other Mary—Mary Magdalene, who may have stolen the heart of Jesus—to provide a secret symbolism to the image of the rose. According to the authors of Holy Blood, Holy Grail, the name Notre Dame de Lumière is in fact a direct reference to Mary Magdalene. They hint that even the earliest Notre Dame churches in France are dedicated to the Magdalene, not the Virgin Mary. The authors seem also to identify Mary Magdalene with the Meridian, the ancient longitudinal line established as the starting point of a grid that spans the earth, and claim that within a modern context, she may have been the progenitor of a bloodline from her “husband” Jesus, which became the central hypothesis of their book.

The notion of a series of longitudinal meridians spanning the globe is not a new concept, as began to be suggested in the introduction to this book, but to associate it with Mary Magdalene implies both an ancient and a secret connection. It offers that through the union of Jesus and Mary, the bloodline of ancient kings, including the House of David and Tribe of Benjamin, continues to this day, but also that there has been perpetuated an ancient knowledge which, among other things, allowed the highest of initiates to establish their relative position on the earth’s surface. In a time when the Church was promoting the concept that the earth was flat, this information represented pure power in terms of trade and natural resources. Needless to say, the holders of such knowledge would very quickly realize the necessity to veil it in layers of esoterica and religious symbolism that outwardly fell under the sanction of the Church.

A perfect example of this hidden double meaning is the veneration afforded to Ste. Roseline de Villeneuve les Arcs, a Carthusian nun who died on January 17, 1329, and continues to be associated with a “rose miracle”: She was apparently so saintly that her body remained uncorrupted after her death. King Louis is said to have checked whether she was still alive by putting a needle through her eye, which is reminiscent of the circumstances of the untimely death of Dagobert II, the last Merovingian king (who was lanced in the eye in a hunting “accident”). When she was alive, Roseline was a person of noble lineage who apparently had frequent visions. When asked the best way to get to heaven, she replied: “To know oneself.”15

Ste. Roseline’s feast day is January 17, an important date also for the Merovingians because it marks the day that Dagobert’s son, Sigebert IV, escaped an assassination attempt, thus enabling the line of Merovingian kings to continue. Some authorities have suggested that the saint’s name itself—Roseline—symbolizes the Merovingian bloodline. As any reader of The Da Vinci Code can tell you, the Roseline is a direct reference to the ancient meridian that is marked within the Chapel of St. Sulpice in Paris by a golden north–south line. Intriguingly, January 17 is also the feast day of St. Sulpice, or Sulpicius Severus, the biographer of St. Martin of Tours, who was frequently associated with places of sacred toponymical significance as well as with pagan tree cults. The Roman Sulpicius Severus, an aristocrat of France’s Aquitaine region, was intended for an administrative career and educated in the classical manner. After the early death of his wife, he renounced his career and entered the monastic life. Sulpicius wrote a world history, Chronicorum Libri duo, or Historia sacra, which extends from the creation of the world to A.D. 400. It is surprising, however, that although St. Sulpice is at least outwardly a Christian icon, Sulpicius Severus omitted the historical events recorded in the New Testament.

During the past three decades, the Order of St. Sulpice has been linked to the location of a great treasure or secret. In addition, through conversations with the authors of Holy Blood, Holy Grail, Pierre Plantard de St. Clair, a past grand master of the modern Priory of Sion, made reference on many occasions to lines of longitude or meridians said to lead to the site of immense treasure, perhaps to where the earthly remains of Jesus were hidden.16

The Roseline Chapel

Following this central theme of the ancient meridian or roseline leads directly to Rosslyn Chapel, the ancestral home of the Scottish St. Clairs, or Sinclairs, located fifteen miles south of Edinburgh. In earlier times, this area was named Roslin, an amalgamation of the Celtic words ros, meaning “ridge” or “promontory,” and lin, or “waterfall.”17 There is, however, a deeper explanation of the origin of the name Roslin: It comes directly from Roseline, which symbolizes a bloodline of immense significance that has perpetuated ancient knowledge handed down to or rediscovered by the original nine knights who excavated beneath the Temple of Solomon in Jerusalem following the First Crusade. As such, it has also been suggested that the Sinclairs were descended from the Jesus Roseline lineage—the “true vine.” 

Alternatively, speculation has only just begun that the chapel falls on an ancient ley line—a roseline—within a geometric grid pattern that crisscrosses the world. Ley lines, also known as dragon lines, are straight lines or trackways passing over and through the landscape. Throughout Europe, ley lines appear to carry earth energy or an electromagnetic force and are marked by landmarks including standing stones, megaliths, earthworks such as barrows and mounds, and holy wells. The signature of the chapel’s founder, Sir William Sinclair, on a prominent charter suggests this very theory: His reads “St. Clair of Roselin.” This confirms that since the earliest times, Rosslyn was considered an energy point and spiritual center.

The chapel construction was initiated in 1446, 144 years after the dissolution of the Templar Order in 1312. Its building required immense effort and was personally orchestrated by Sir William St. Clair, the third and last St. Clair, earl of Orkney. It took forty years for the chapel to be completed and many claim that it represents part of what was intended to be a much larger building. It exists as a unique “arcanum in stone,” with symbolism in every carving. With imagery in its carvings ranging from pagan to biblical, the chapel reflects a profusion of Celtic and nature themes, including the predominant Green Man, an image found in a number of ancient Eastern temples as well.

One of the most fascinating aspects of Rosslyn Chapel is the engrailed-cross window marking the western entrance to the building (see fig. 1.4). The engrailed cross, the emblem found on the Sinclair coat of arms, consists of four arms that refer to the four rivers of Eden or, with their scalloped edges, to the scales of the dragon of wisdom.18 The dragon or sea serpent—the shamir—depicted on Prince Henry Sinclair’s coat of arms has always represented the Celts’ ultimate symbol of sovereignty. Curiously, during the nineteenth century, the fourth earl of Rosslyn placed around the chapel railings that were surmounted by the St. Clair heraldic engrailed cross, the arms of which were overlaid with a single rose at their point of intersection. This entire image thus symbolizes the Crucified Rose—that is, Jesus on the cross.

Among the Celtic imagery carved in the stone of the chapel, it is possible to find a large number of Masonic-related images as well, including those on the famed Apprentice Pillar (see fig. 1.5, page 20).
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Fig. 1.4. The western entrance to Rosslyn Chapel. Note the engrailed cross (with its scaled or scalloped edges) found within the rose window above the west-entrance door. Photograph by William F. Mann.
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Fig. 1.5. The Apprentice Pillar in Rosslyn Chapel. Legend has it that the carver of the pillar, an apprentice mason, was murdered by his master, who flew into a rage upon returning from a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and witnessing the beauty of the finished carving. Photograph by William F. Mann.



As for the positioning of the chapel, its location is due precisely to the surrounding natural environment and the locale’s earlier association with pagan ritual. Within the adjacent glen of the river Esk, for instance, there are caves in which Bronze Age artifacts have been found and that contain a number of Pictish carvings. In the numerous excavations that have occurred surrounding the chapel over the years, findings such as pottery shards have suggested the worship of Mithras, who was the Persian god of light and truth, later to become the Roman god of the sun.

Father Richard Augustine Hay (b. 1661) wrote one of the best-known sources on Rosslyn Chapel and the St. Clair family in 1700. In it, he describes how the founder, Sir William, personally inspected each and every carving in draft form before allowing the masons to carve it in stone. These stonemasons were said to have come from the craft guilds of “other regions” and “foreign kingdoms,” lending credence to the importance of Rosslyn as a great spiritual center. The fact that Sir William personally approved the design for each carving demonstrates that he likely intended the chapel to remain a permanent record not only of ancient Masonic ritual, but also of the secret voyage that had taken place in 1398 by Sir William’s grandfather Prince Henry Sinclair.

The Scottish Sinclairs have also been inextricably linked with the fugitive Knights Templar—some of those men in the eighteen boats that left La Rochelle—who arrived on the shores of western Scotland following their 1307 flight from France and who purportedly won the day for Robert I, the Bruce, during the Battle of Bannockburn in 1314. The Sinclairs also acted as hereditary grand masters of the Masonic Order in Scotland until 1736, when Sir William Sinclair, in a clever maneuver, renounced his hereditary position and was immediately elected the first grand master in the Scottish Grand Lodge of Speculative Masons. In part, this transpired because the Sinclair family had been hereditary guardians of Scotland’s holy relics—which also gives greater credence to the notion that the Templar treasure was spirited to Rosslyn, at least on a temporary basis, until it could be secreted away to the New World.

The subject of a number of documentaries and books, Rosslyn Chapel is thought to hold a number of secrets. For years many have speculated on what, if anything, was hidden there: Suggested are the Ark of the Covenant, the mummified head of Christ, the Holy Grail, a Black Madonna, the Mandylion (the image of Jesus’ face on the shroud of Veronica), the lost scrolls from the Temple of Jerusalem, and, of course, the treasure of the Knights Templar. What many have failed to realize, however, is that the chapel itself is a testimony of faith in stone, a monument to a transatlantic voyage that has remained veiled in secrecy for more than six hundred years.

It is certainly possible that under the supreme guardianship of Henry Sinclair, earl of Norway and prince of Scotland, along with a trusted inner circle of Knights Templar, the ultimate treasure of the Temple was spirited away to what at that time was considered a secret refuge—a “rose” settlement—in Nova Scotia, or New Scotland. The ultimate purpose behind this daring and dramatic adventure was not only the need to establish a refuge for members of the Holy Bloodline and its guardians, the Knights Templar, but also to reactivate a series of ancient longitudinal meridians, or roselines, through the inland movement of the Holy Bloodline to strategic “rose” positions across the New World.

Prince Henry Sinclair

In order to understand Prince Henry Sinclair, “a man worthy of immortal record,” as he is described in the Zeno Narrative, we must first understand the history immediately leading up to his life and times. During the earliest part of the fourteenth century, Scotland was constantly attacked by the English king Edward I. Beginning with the Battle of Rosslyn in 1303, the outnumbered Scots decisively beat the English in three separate engagements. In 1314, Edward, intent upon revenge, marched north with a highly trained army to meet the Scots at Bannockburn. The Scots won the battle, due largely to the intervention of the Knights Templar on the side of King Robert the Bruce, assisted by Sir William Sinclair and his two sons, William and Henry. In appreciation of the role played by the Templars at the Battle of Bannockburn and in an effort to disguise the presence of the Templars within his kingdom, Robert the Bruce created the Royal Sovereign Order of Scotland. His successor, King David II of Scotland, also appointed William Sinclair the grand master of the Crafts and Guilds of Scotland, which became a hereditary position.19

Young Henry Sinclair, born in 1345 and named after an ancestor, Henri de Saint-Clair, an original Knight Templar who served with God-froi de Bouillon when Jerusalem was secured during the First Crusade, was only thirteen years old when his father died in battle and he became the young Henry Sinclair, lord of Rosslyn. He was highly educated, trained in military matters, and spoke both French and Latin. His first wife, granddaughter of the king of Sweden and Norway, died while she was still very young. Henry then married Janet Halyburton, of Dirleton, and fathered thirteen children over a period of twenty years. Throughout his lifetime he came to be known as Henry the Holy because of his upholding of Christian virtues.20 Following the hereditary line, Prince Henry Sinclair became the grand master of the Crafts and Guilds of Scotland as well as a Knight Templar. Subsequently, King David II rewarded him with the title Lord Sinclair and the position of lord chief justice of Scotland after a successful raid into England. When he was only twenty-four years old, Sinclair was installed as the earl of Orkney and lord of Shetland, which included rule of the Faeroe, Orkney, and Shetland Islands. Sinclair actually held this appointment under King Hakon VI of Norway, for Norway had ruled the islands since the ninth century. In response to his obligation to the Norse king to maintain control of all of the islands, Henry then constructed Kirkwall Castle as his headquarters in Orkney.21 At the same time, he oversaw the building of a fleet of ships to provide trade across the Norwegian Sea and to patrol the waterways. This proved to be of immense strategic importance, for Norway was hard-pressed to defend itself from Baltic pirates without Sinclair’s assistance. Amazingly, all of this was completed before he turned thirty-five years of age.

Over the next twenty years, Henry was compelled to exercise control of trade among the islands because of the fierce independence of their people and continuous harassment from the Hanseatic League, which was composed principally of a collection of seafaring German towns. In dividing his time between his ancestral home, Rosslyn, and the Orkneys, Henry was constantly challenged to maintain the king’s sovereignty over his people. In addition, because the Templar community was becoming such a thriving entity that its trading activities began to extend beyond Scotland’s boundaries, he was also forever challenged to disguise the activities of these Scottish Knights Templar who fell under his control. All the while, he was also preparing for an event that he realized would require all of the skill and wisdom he had gained throughout a lifetime of service to God in accordance with the Sinclair motto—“Commit thy work to God”—which was soon to be put into play for all eternity.

The Secret Voyage

According to the historical document known as the Zeno Narrative, anonymously published in Venice in 1555, Prince Henry Sinclair sailed across the North Atlantic in 1398 to what was then known as Estotiland.22 The author of the narrative, Antonio Zeno, was, as we have learned, a direct descendant of both Admiral Nicolo and Admiral Antonio Zeno, who, it appears, were ordered to sail to Scotland from Venice to provide Prince Henry with the expert navigational skills that would be required for such a journey. Historical records tell us that, unfortunately, Nicolo passed away prior to the actual journey. Thus the story is told that with the aid of his trusted friend and lieutenant Sir James Gunn and the Venetian admiral Antonio Zeno, Sinclair led a fleet of thirteen galleys from Scotland on April 1, 1398, to what is today Guysborough Harbor, Nova Scotia, where they made land on June 2, 1398.23 The Zeno Narrative includes what has come to be known as the Zeno Map (see fig. 1.6), which shows two castles, or settlements, positioned on both sides of a major river in the lower left-hand corner, in the land marked ESTOTILAND.

The historian Frederick J. Pohl was one of the first to connect the Zeno Narrative to the oral legends of the native Mi’kmaq of Nova Scotia relating to their sacred entity, Glooscap, the secret voyage of Prince Henry, and the Knights Templar who accompanied him. For instance, Pohl determined that there are seventeen striking similarities between Glooscap, the man-god, and Prince Henry—which is not to say that Prince Henry’s identity was conflated with this Mi’kmaq entity, but rather that Henry may have assumed the Glooscap persona for his own purposes, as Henry and his followers would have realized soon after their arrival in the New World that if they were to maintain a settlement or to move inland in any manner, then they must have the local knowledge of the natives—especially as it related to rivers and trails, for these were the inland highways of the New World—as well as their goodwill and cooperation.
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Fig. 1.6. The sixteenth-century Zeno Map from the Zeno Narrative. TheZeno Map is displayed with an insert showing two castles, which represent settlements. Note that the two castles are separated by one degree.



The Mi’kmaq legends describe Prince Henry’s winter quarters as being in the vicinity of Cape d’Or and Cape Blomidon, both on the Bay of Fundy. From this, it is quite obvious that Sinclair would have carefully chosen both of these sites for one very specific reason: their strategic lookout positions. Each site is structured in such a way as to offer unobstructed views of both the entire Bay of Fundy and Minas Basin. At an elevation of five hundred feet above sea level in the case of the Cape D’Or promontory and 760 feet above sea level in the case of Cape Blomidon, on a clear day a person can observe from them not only the mouth of the Bay of Fundy at Grand Manan Island, but also the Northumberland Strait across the low-lying Chignecto Isthmus.

Rather intriguingly, the Zeno Narrative tells us that Prince Henry sent Antonio and his fleet back to the Orkneys shortly after making landfall at Guysborough Harbor and retained only a number of smaller, flat-bottomed oar boats. This suggests that Prince Henry knew exactly where he was going from his landing position—as though once on land, he knew of the signs that would direct him to a previously established settlement, one possibly initiated by the Vikings or Celts.

Whatever his reasons for reducing his numbers at this point, the tidal Shubenacadie River, one of Nova Scotia’s longest waterways (appearing to split mainland Nova Scotia in two) and at present a popular site for exciting white-water rafting, was to the fine military strategist Prince Henry, and no doubt to those who came before him, a seemingly impregnable defense. A settlement located along the Shubenacadie River would be accessible only to those who possessed the knowledge to “ride the tide” (see fig. 1.7).

As previously noted, one odd element within Rosslyn Chapel is the carvings depicting maize, aloe, Sassafras albidum (sassafras tree), Trillium grandiflorum (wood lily), and Quercus nigra (black oak), which are all Native American plants (the last three being confined to the Carolinian Forest Region) that were unknown in Europe at the time of the chapel’s construction. It is therefore speculated that these carvings were based upon drawings or actual samples of North American plants that Antonio or others brought back to Europe after leaving Prince Henry and his crew. In addition, the numerous strange cube-shaped carvings projecting from the chapel’s ceiling and covered with Templar symbols may represent the chests that were initially distributed among the thirteen galleys of Prince Henry’s fleet to both serve as ballast and yet hold the treasure of the Templars during its transport to the New World (see fig. 1.8, page 29).
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Fig. 1.7. A general map of Nova Scotia highlighting areas attributed to the Mi’kmaq legend of Glooscap. The Glooscap Trail is centered on the Shubenacadie River.



Green Oaks, Nova Scotia

In The Knights Templar in the New World, it was revealed how a “secret” shown to me by my great-uncle Frederic George Mann, a past supreme grand master of the Knights Templar of Canada, allowed me to relate the two main principles of Masonry—sacred geometry and moral allegory—to the landscape of Nova Scotia, resulting in the discovery of perhaps one of the most important of the lost Templar colonies. On the 1545 Caspar Vopell map of the coast of Nova Scotia, this community is represented by the drawing of a bust of a Templar Knight and the legend Agricolae pro Seu. C. d. labrador, which could be interpreted literally as “Farms (or farmers) for the Lord of the Cape of Laborers.”a (see fig. 1.9.)

At the modern community of Green Oaks, Nova Scotia, located directly east of the Shubenacadie River and south of a promontory known locally as Anthony’s Nose, I discovered archaeological evidence confirming that a Celtic agricultural settlement existed there even prior to Prince Henry’s time. As a result, I theorized that upon landing in the New World, Prince Henry Sinclair either knew exactly where he was going, by virtue of his awareness of the coordinate position (latitude and longitude) of the abandoned colony or through his uncannily accurate maps showing him exactly where the settlement was located, or he had to conduct a series of initiations reflecting Masonic ritual, a series of degrees, which started on the south shore of Nova Scotia at the enigmatic Oak Island. One of the many “instructions” or clues for the Masonic initiate in order to complete this journey is that he follow the nose of one of the medieval Templar patron saints, St. Anthony. As I discovered through my journey, the cape or promontory known as Anthony’s Nose, positioned at the “headland” of the Minas Basin, is the nose that belongs to the head of a symbolic Green Man positioned at the same location.

How is it that there might have been nonnative settlements in this area long before the time of Prince Henry? The area around Green Oaks is rich in metallic minerals such as copper, gold, and titanium. While most historians attribute the immense quantities of gold and copper possessed by the medieval Knights Templar to their activities in Europe and particularly the Middle East, in reality the activities of the Templars—specifically their building endeavors, which included cathedrals, preceptories, and farms—would have required more gold or copper than was available in all of Europe.
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Fig. 1.8. A Rosslyn cube, an example of one of the many cube-shaped carvings extending from the ceiling of Rosslyn Chapel. Photograph by William F. Mann.
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Fig. 1.9. The 1545 Caspar Vopell map. Note the illustration of the Templar knight from the waist up, east of what appears to be a major river, at a location corresponding to modern-day Green Oaks, Nova Scotia.



Moreover, it has been established that during the building of the original Temple of Solomon, the vessels of Kings Hiram and Solomon were at sea for forty-two days before reaching their secret gold mines. Thus, North America appears as likely a candidate as any for the location of King Solomon’s mines and the land of Ophir and for the Templars’ secret source of gold and copper.24

In his book America B.C., Barry Fell contends that over three thousand years ago a band of roving Celtic mariners crossed the North Atlantic to discover and subsequently colonize North America. Fell found support for his theory in the hundreds of inscriptions discovered among stone ruins during an archaeological survey of New Hampshire, Vermont, and other Eastern Seaboard states. From these inscriptions he systematically traces the remnants of a North American Celtic civilization throughout the New World as well as evidence of Egyptian hieroglyphs and Iberian-Punic script. In most cases, evidence of pre-Christian exploration and habitation in the Americas corresponds to the geological patterns underlying the Appalachian and Allegheny Mountain chains, which run from Nova Scotia to Louisiana.25

As noted by the authors Tim Wallace-Murphy and Marilyn Hopkins in their recently published Templars in America: From the Crusades to the New World, American archaeologists estimate that over half a million tons of copper were removed from the now abandoned mine shafts lining the north shore of Lake Superior, yet only a tiny portion of it has been located in burial mounds and other archaeological sites in continental America.26 Samuel de Champlain’s diaries talk about his search for the “old copper mines” near Minas Basin during his 1604 and 1608 explorations of the area. The diaries also speak to the discovery of an old Christian cross of wood that stood atop one of the many promontories adjacent to Minas Basin.27
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