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Introduction

“We all have our time machines, don’t we? Those that take us back are memories … And those that carry us forward … are dreams.”

—H.G. Wells

To be honest, this isn’t meant to be a definitive trivia book.

Consider it a challenge for those who have memories, and for those who have dreams.

After all, with almost a century in the archives, the sweeping Rangers saga resembles a river rushing by with names and faces and stories and lights and shadows: Thousands of games, hundreds of players, dozens of coaches and general managers, four Stanley Cups, and yes, some seasons to forget.

That’s a lot of territory to cover.

And really, the generational history of the Rangers is both a crowd-share and immensely personal.

From those who remember going to the stately, smoky Madison Square Garden on Eighth Avenue and 49th Street wearing dark hats and ties, to the youngsters who were tossed a puck in warmups from a player and will never, ever, forget that evening, this collection is for you.

For those who first listened to games on transistor radios or those who have watched on television or online, this is for you.

For those who laced up skates on a city or suburban rink or a nearby pond and imagined scoring a game-winning goal and raised their hands skyward among drifting snowflakes—or those who played roller hockey or table hockey—celebrate along with us.

Just like a game, we’re dividing this modest chronicle into stages.

We’ll begin with warmups, some relatively easy questions, and move along to the first, second, and third periods, with progressively tougher questions, and then shift to overtime and finally, a shootout, which will determine exactly how deep this river runs.

Along the way, we’ll test your fandom and spin tales of the personalities involved in the answers, and skate the wing with some favorite things from nine decades of Blueshirts history.

Ready?

Drop the puck!


THE WARMUP

Okay, a bucket of pucks has been spilled onto our mythical fresh ice from the bench, and the starting goaltenders lead a line of players filtering from the corridor connected to the dressing room. The house lights brighten; the music is turned up.

Warmups are here: a choreographed 16-minute, pregame ritual of stretching, skating, passing, shooting, and sometimes, some brief schmoozing between former teammates (without crossing the red line, of course).

For you, it’s a chance to loosen up with some easy questions.

  1   Which teams did the Rangers eliminate in the playoffs on their thrilling climb to the Stanley Cup in the spring of 1994? And how many games did it take for each series to be decided? Answer on page 5.

  2   How many sweater numbers are retired and hang from the rafters at Madison Square Garden? How many iconic players do they represent, and who’s next? Answer on page 7.

  3   How many times have the Rangers reached, if not won, the Stanley Cup Final? Bonus if you can name all the seasons and the results. Answer on page 9.

  4   It’s a tradition: Fans and the media in every city with NHL teams bestow nicknames on longtime or novelty trios. Match these 11 Rangers line combinations with their nicknames. Answer on page 10.







	The Bread Line

	Theo Fleury, Eric Lindros, Mike York




	The Mafia Line

	Ryan Hollweg, Dominic Moore, Jed Ortmeyer




	The Czechmates

	Walt Tkaczuk, Bill Fairbairn, Steve Vickers




	The Bulldog Line

	Rod Gilbert, Jean Ratelle, Vic Hadfield




	The Fly Line

	Jan Hlavac, Petr Nedved, Radek Dvorak




	The Old Smoothies

	Don Maloney, Phil Esposito, Don Murdoch




	The HMO Line

	Frank Boucher, Bill Cook, Frederick Joseph (Bun) Cook




	The HBO Line

	Rob McClanahan, Mark Pavelich, Anders Hedberg




	The MPH Line

	Bob Nevin, Phil Goyette, Donnie Marshall




	The Battery Line

	Brandon Dubinsky, Artem Anisimov, Ryan Callahan




	The GAG Line

	Ryan Hollweg, Blair Betts, Colton Orr





  5   From Cablevision’s James Dolan to New York Jets boss Sonny Werblin to Gulf & Western, the Rangers have had multiple owners—some controversial and most of them colorful. But who was the original owner of the franchise? Answer on page 13.

  6   Each of the three top scorers in NHL history played part of their careers in New York. Name them and when they played at the Garden. Answer on page 13.

  7   Eight Rangers have won the Calder Memorial Trophy as best rookie. Who was the only goaltender? Who are the others? Answer on page 16.

  8   Speaking of trophies, how many Rangers have won the Vezina Trophy as top goaltender? Extra point: Who was the first hockey player to be featured on the cover of Time Magazine? Answer on page 18.

  9   Emotions ran high on the night of October 7, 2001, the Rangers’ regular-season home opener after the terrorist attacks that killed thousands and left part of downtown Manhattan in rubble. In the pregame ceremonies, first responders and police were honored and Mark Messier proudly wore a black fireman’s helmet. What was the result in the first pro hockey game that counted in Manhattan after the attacks, and who scored the overtime goal? Answer on page 20.

10  Scoring 40 goals, in whatever year, is nothing to ignore. Nineteen Rangers have scored 40 or more in a season. Can you name half of them? Answer on page 22.

11  Of all the teams in franchise history, which compiled the most points in a regular season? Answer on page 25.

12  The current Madison Square Garden hosted the first Rangers game on February 18, 1968. Did the Blueshirts win? Who’d they play? Answer on page 26.

13  Consider this a heritage question. Match the marks with the record-holder. Answer on page 27.







	Most Goals (career)

	Harry Howell




	Most Assists (career)

	Bill Cook




	Most Games Played (career)

	Brian Leetch




	Most 30-Goal Seasons (career)

	Rod Gilbert




	Most Penalty Minutes (career)

	Mike Richter




	Most Hat Tricks (career)

	Emile Francis




	Most Wins by a Coach (career)

	Jean Ratelle




	Longest Goal-Scoring Streak (season)

	John Ross Roach




	Most Saves (career)

	Alain Vigneault




	Most Shutouts (in a season)

	Ron Greschner




	Highest Points Percentage as a Coach (at least 100 game)

	Andy Bathgate




	Most Saves (game)

	Henrik Lundqvist





14  One of the favorite fan awards is the annual Steven McDonald Extra Effort Award, presented at the end of every season since 1987–88 to the player who goes above and beyond the call of duty on and off the ice. The award was established to honor the police officer and devoted Rangers fan who was left a quadriplegic after being shot by a teenager while in the line of duty in Central Park. Six players have been selected twice or more. Who are they? Answer on page 28.

15  Who took over as starting goaltender when Mike Richter was forced to retire because of concussions in September 2002, and was the immediate predecessor to Henrik Lundqvist? Answer on page 29.

16  I called Cam Janssen “a meathead,” David Clarkson “a bone-headed minor leaguer,” goalie Martin Brodeur “a whiner and a big baby,” and other opponents things not suitable for publication.

I wore Buddy Holly–style glasses in a photo for the media guide and an Elmer Fudd–like hunting jacket for a charity golf outing while my teammates wore collared knit shirts.

I interned for Vogue Magazine, dated actresses and models, and once sat with fans in the upper reaches of the Garden while recovering from injuries.

I’m __________. Answer on page 30.



THE WARMUP—ANSWERS

1 En route to their first sip from hockey’s silver chalice in 54 years, the Rangers swept the Islanders, their eastern neighbors, in four games in the first round, then advanced to vanquish the Washington Capitals in five games.

In a classic Eastern Conference Final, it took seven games to oust the New Jersey Devils, the rivals across the Hudson River, and then another septet of games before dispatching the Vancouver Canucks, with the clincher coming on June 14 at Madison Square Garden.

It took 23 matches, with heroes galore, from established stars to players who would become household names in NHL lore.

The opening round wasn’t even close: The Blueshirts torched the Islanders, outscoring them 22-3, with Mike Richter setting the tone by posting shutouts in the first two games. Alexei Kovalev scored in each game and the special-teams battle was no contest: The Rangers scored eight power-play goals in 27 opportunities; the Islanders were shut down, managing just one goal in 17 chances with the man-advantage.

The Capitals, with Jim Schoenfeld behind the bench, didn’t put up much resistance either. At Madison Square Garden, the Rangers again took the first two games handily, 6-3 and 5-2, and Richter blanked Washington in the nation’s capital in Game 3, 3-0, for the Rangers’ seventh consecutive postseason victory. The Capitals avoided a sweep with a 4-2 win in the next game, but back at home, the Rangers ended any possibility of the visitors extending the second round when Brian Leetch netted the series-winner with 3:28 left in the third period for a 4-3 victory.

That set the stage for the dramatic, back-and-forth slugfest against the Devils, which featured three double-overtime games and following his “we’ll win tonight” guarantee, Mark Messier’s third-period hat trick in Game 6 to force a deciding Game 7.

The Devils took the opener in enemy territory, 4-3, on Stephane Richer’s second-overtime goal, but the Rangers responded with a 4-0 whitewash at home. Another Stephane—Matteau—capped Game 3 at Meadowlands Arena with his first double-overtime score as Devils goalie Martin Brodeur faced 50 shots. It was the Devils’ turn to respond, and they did, squaring the series at two games apiece with a 3-1 win and then marched into Madison Square Garden to take a 3-2 lead in the series with a 4-1 win in Game 5.

In one of the most clutch performances in playoff history, with the Rangers down 2-1 and on the brink of seeing their playoff run erased, Messier dominated the third period at the Meadowlands, scoring at 2:48, 12:12, and adding an empty-netter at 18:15 for a 4-2 triumph. In Game 7, it was Matteau scoring again in double-overtime for the memorable 2-1 win.

Give the Canucks credit. Down three games to one in the Final, they hung in with a victory in Game 5 at Madison Square Garden, exploding for five goals in the third period, and then a win in Game 6 at Pacific Coliseum, 4-1. Vancouver left wing Geoff Courtnall scored twice in each of those games.

So it came down to another Game 7 at the Garden during that indelible spring in New York. In the second period, another Messier power-play goal, with assists from Brian Noonan and Adam Graves, proved to be the Cup winner in the 3-2 championship game.

2 Seven numbers—1, 2, 3, 7, 9, 11, and 35—are currently retired, representing eight players. Adam Graves and Andy Bathgate, who each wore No. 9, were honored in ceremonies on February 3 and February 22, 2009. In the 2017–18 season, center Jean Ratelle’s No. 19 will be added, to bring the number to eight.

The first sweater to be raised was Rod Gilbert’s No. 7, on October 14, 1979. In 15 seasons, Gilbert scored 406 goals and 1,021 points—both still stand as records—and was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1982. A legitimate star from the mid-1960s to the late 1970s, the former right wing—and a player inexorably tied to Ratelle—remains a team ambassador and one of the most popular figures in franchise history.

The recognition of Ratelle, the lanky, smooth-skating center, is long overdue. Ratelle made his NHL debut and recorded his first career NHL goal and assist against the Maple Leafs in Toronto on March 4, 1961, and scored the final goal in the previous Madison Square Garden in a 3-3- tie with the Red Wings on February 11, 1968.

But 1971–72 was the most impressive season for Ratelle and Gilbert, longtime friends from Quebec, and Vic Hadfield. The three finished third, fourth, and fifth in scoring, with Ratelle collecting 109 points (46 goals and 63 assists) even though he broke his ankle with 16 games remaining in the season. He was named the NHL’s MVP by his peers, winning the Lester B. Pearson Award, and with just two minor penalties all season captured the Lady Byng Trophy as the league’s most gentlemanly player. He also was part of a blockbuster trade in 1975, when he was shipped to the Boston Bruins with defensemen Brad Park and Joe Zanussi for Phil Esposito and Carol Vadnais. Ratelle and Esposito are the only players who registered at least 400 points with both the Rangers and Bruins.

Here’s a quick look at the other honorees, in chronological order.

Ed Giacomin’s No. 1 was retired on March 15, 1989, two years after he was inducted into the Hall of Fame, and was at or near the top of the franchise’s goaltending records when he left in 1975.

There were no other ceremonies until February 4, 2004, when Mike Richter’s No. 35 took its place near the roof. Richter, a former Olympian, was the first American to be so honored.

Mark Messier’s No. 11 joined the others on January 12, 2006. The iconic center, renowned for his leadership and six Stanley Cups, is the only player to ever captain two championship teams, the Rangers and Edmonton Oilers. His list of accomplishments is too lengthy to be recounted here.

Brian Leetch’s No. 2 was the first Rangers defenseman’s number to be retired, on January 24, 2008. Leetch rewrote every offensive record for a blueliner, and only Gilbert is ahead of him on the all-time scoring list.

Graves’s exploits on the ice are matched only by his community service. The rugged winger was a two-time team MVP (1993, 1994). Bathgate led the team in scoring eight times from 1955 to 1963 and won the Hart Trophy as NHL MVP in 1958–59. A former captain, he was tied in points for the league scoring title in the 1961–62 season, but lost the Art Ross Trophy to Chicago’s Bobby Hull because he had fewer goals.

Harry Howell, whose No. 3 was honored on February 22, 2009, played 17 years for the Rangers and 21 in the NHL and won the Norris Trophy as the league’s top defenseman in 1966–67. “I’m glad I won the award,” the former captain joked, “because it’s going to belong to Bobby [Orr] from now on.” He was close: the Bruins defenseman won it for the next eight seasons.
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These members of the 1994 Stanley Cup–winning team—Mike Richter (35), Adam Graves (9), Brian Leetch (2), and Mark Messier (11)—wore four of the seven numbers retired as of the 2016–17 season. Graves was honored on February 3, 2009, at Madison Square Garden. (AP Photo/Kathy Willens)

3 The Blueshirts have reached the NHL’s championship round 11 times, winning the famous trophy four times: In 1928, 1933, 1940, and 1994. They’ve faced Toronto three times and Boston, Detroit, and Montreal each twice.

Here’s the list:







	2014

	Lost in five games to the Los Angeles Kings, 4-1




	1994

	Beat the Vancouver Canucks in seven games, 4-3




	1979

	Lost in five games to the Montreal Canadiens, 4-1




	1972

	Lost in six games to the Boston Bruins, 4-2




	1950

	Lost in seven games to the Detroit Red Wings, 4-3




	1940

	Beat the Toronto Maple Leafs in six games, 4-2




	1937

	Lost to Detroit in five games, 3-2




	1933

	Beat the Toronto Maple Leafs in four games, 3-1




	1932

	Swept by Toronto in three games in a best-of-five series




	1929

	Lost to the Bruins 2-0 in a best-of-three series




	1928

	Beat the Montreal Maroons 3-2 in a best-of-five series





4 The Bread Line: Frank Boucher, Bill Cook, Frederick Joseph (Bun) Cook.

Boucher and the Cook brothers skated in the late 1920s and early 1930s, although the bakery reference was somewhat of a misnomer. A reporter noted that Fred, who is credited with creating the drop pass—leaving the puck for a trailing forward—was “quick as a bunny.” “Bunny” was then shortened to “Bun.”

The Mafia Line: Don Maloney, Phil Esposito, Don Murdoch.

The Italian reference to this line, which peaked in 1979, is to “A godfather and two dons.”

The Czechmates: Jan Hlavac, Petr Nedved, Radek Dvorak.

These three natives of the European country lit the lamp regularly in 2000 and 2001.

The Bulldog Line: Bill Fairbairn, Walt Tkaczuk, Steve Vickers.

This gritty trio of the early ’70s complemented the GAG line. Dave Balon was the right wing initially, but supplanted by Vickers. The center was Tkaczuk, of course. At first, fans pronounced his name “Tay-chuck” before they were corrected—it was “Ka-chook.” A tenacious pivot who grew up in Canada but was born in Germany, he played 13 seasons on Broadway, and was so talented that he was able to change his game in mid-stream. In his first two full seasons, Tkaczuk led the team in scoring and was also a formidable two-way player, often killing penalties with Fairbairn. In the 1972 Stanley Cup Final against the Bruins, he shadowed and stifled Phil Esposito, and held him without a goal in six games. When an eye injury ended his career at age 33, he was fifth all time in games played with 945, sixth in points (678), 11th in goals with 227, and fifth in assists with 451.

The Fly Line: Theo Fleury, Eric Lindros, Mike York.

These speedsters led the team in scoring in 2002.

The Old Smoothies: Bob Nevin, Phil Goyette, Donnie Marshall.

These versatile veterans, acquired in trades from other clubs, helped the Blueshirts grab a playoff berth in 1966–67 for the first time in four years. Marshall and Goyette arrived from Montreal in 1963, and Nevin from Toronto in 1964.

The HMO Line: Ryan Hollweg, Dominic Moore, Jed Ortmeyer.

This high-energy, “in-your-face” fourth line, as termed by coach Tom Renney, played in 2005–06.

The HBO Line: Ryan Hollweg, Blair Betts, Colton Orr.

Betts replaced Dom Moore, who was traded, and enforcer Orr was acquired, and Coach John Tortorella put them together in 2007. Home Box Office was a very popular cable channel, so joining these initials as a successor to the HMO line was a no-brainer.

The MPH Line: Rob McClanahan, Mark Pavelich, Anders Hedberg.

More initials, and miles per hour, as well. Could’ve been called two Yanks and a Swede. They were a blur in 1982–83.

The Battery Line: Brandon Dubinsky, Artem Anisimov, Ryan Callahan.

This line, in place from 2010–2012, was christened for their energy, and also for the players’ initials, which refer to battery sizes: D-AA-C.

The GAG Line: Rod Gilbert, Jean Ratelle, Vic Hadfield.

This threesome was for a stretch in the early 1970s the most productive line in team history, hence the “Goal-A-Game” abbreviation. They also sometimes were called the TAG Line (“Two-Goals-A-Game”).

The GAG line was undoubtedly the one with the most electricity when it game to goals.

Ratelle was the ultimate playmaker; Hadfield was the captain and a physical presence; and Gilbert was the sniper. He had 12 seasons with 20 or more goals. At a game in Montreal, his hometown, on February 24, 1968, he fired so much rubber at the net (16 shots on goal) that it remains a team record.

Ratelle and Gilbert were friends since childhood, and the well-known tale is that Gilbert recommended Ratelle to scouts. What is lesser known is that Andy Bathgate was Gilbert’s favorite player.

“Andy set the bar for what it means to be a Ranger,” said Gilbert. “He was a true innovator of the game and my idol. As a young player, I was fortunate to have the opportunity to play with him and learn from him. He was class personified, on and off the ice.”

That Gilbert had a pro career that lasted 18 years is stunning, given the fact that he had major back surgery and two spinal fusions.

5 The founder of the Rangers, George Lewis Rickard, was a former Texas cowboy, Alaska gold-rush pioneer of the late 1890s, saloon owner, and boxing promoter in Nevada, a sort of P.T. Barnum, who landed the rights to promote live events from Madison Square Garden and assembled the financing to build the new Garden, which was completed in 1925 on Eighth Avenue between 49th and 50th streets at a cost of $4.75 million.

Rickard forged a partnership with boxer Jack Dempsey and once told Dempsey: “Most folks are willing to believe anything you tell ’em. It’s all about how it is presented. You gotta sell them good kid … let ’em think they got the best end of the deal.”

The NHL awarded him a franchise for the 1926–27 season. One issue: The New York Americans had started playing at the Garden the previous season. That didn’t stop Rickard, and the new team was quickly nicknamed “Tex’s Rangers.” Conn Smythe helped assemble that first team, which won the Stanley Cup in its second year. Smythe was fired before the first regular-season game, and replaced by Lester Patrick. Smythe moved on to become general manager of the Maple Leafs, and Toronto won six Stanley Cups between 1942 and 1951. Rickard died in 1929.

6 Wayne Gretzky, Jaromir Jagr, and Mark Messier.

Gretzky played three seasons in Manhattan: 1996–97 to 1998–99 before he retired. In all, the Great One, whose No. 99 was retired by the league in 2000, played 1,487 games and collected 894 goals and 2,857 points. As a Ranger, Gretzky notched 249 of those points—in just 234 games. He scored 57 goals and added 192 assists.

The Rangers only made it to the playoffs in his first season, however, and lost to the Philadelphia Flyers in the Eastern Conference Finals in five games.

Jagr, a powerful right wing, was 32 when he arrived in Manhattan in a trade with Washington for Anson Carter on January 20, 2004, played 31 games, then all 82 for the next three seasons.

The Czech legend, now 45, passed Messier for career points (1,888) in December 2016. Three hundred nineteen of those points came with the Rangers from 2004–2008. He had 124 goals and 195 assists in 277 games.

His finest year was 2005–06, when he set the franchise record for goals, points, and power-play goals in a season with 54, 123, and 24 respectively. Jagr also holds the individual season record for shots on goal (368).

Messier was a Ranger twice, from 1991–97 and 2000–04, and the most successful of the three players, leading the team to their first Cup since 1940 in 1994. On the brink of elimination in the Eastern Conference Finals, the captain confidently declared that the Blueshirts would win Game 6, and scored a natural hat trick in the third period, setting the stage for the seventh game, a double-overtime thriller that lifted the club to the Stanley Cup Final. He capped that off by scoring the winner in Game 7 against the Vancouver Canucks.

Of Messier’s 1,887 points, more than a third (691) came wearing a Rangers sweater. He averaged almost a point per game: 250 goals and 441 assists in 698 regular-season games.

[image: images]

Holding his son Douglas, Mark Messier, who scored 691 points in 698 regular-season games as a Ranger and led the Blueshirts to their first Stanley Cup championship in 54 years in 1994, watches his No. 11 being raised to the rafters on Jan. 12, 2006, at Madison Square Garden. (AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)

7 Lorne “Gump” Worsley was named the league’s top rookie in 1952–53 at age 23. His record wasn’t jaw-dropping—13-29-8, with a 3.06 goals against average. But the Rangers were dreadful that season, finishing dead last in the six-team league at 17-37-16.

Worsley was a character, in some ways, the Yogi Berra of the NHL.

Once asked, “Which team gives you the most trouble?,” he replied, “The New York Rangers.”

Rangers’ coach Phil Watson once derided Worsley for having a beer belly. The response? “Just goes to show you what he knows. I only drink Johnnie Walker Red.”

In 1961, a shot by Bobby Hull, considered the player with the hardest shot in the NHL, hit Worsley in the forehead, knocking him unconscious. When he awoke in the hospital, the Gumper said: “Good thing the puck hit me flat.”

On a serious note, Worsley, who played 10 seasons with the Rangers before being shipped to Montreal in a trade for Jacques Plante, was a co-winner of the Vezina Trophy twice with the Canadiens, in 1965–66 (with Charlie Hodge) and 1967–68 (with Rogie Vachon).

The rest of the Calder winners? Several notables but also some lesser-knowns, for sure.
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