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PRAISE FOR THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CONFEDERATE GENERALS





“Dr. Mitcham tells the story of all 426 Confederate generals—warts and all. He has written the most comprehensive single-volume biography of Confederate generals ever. The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals not only gives the reader insight into each officer’s ability on the battlefield but also, in many cases, into his personality as well. Individual anecdotes further enhance the book, which is highly readable. The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals is the worthy successor to Ezra Warner’s Generals in Gray and should be in the library of anyone interested in the War for Southern Independence.”


—JAMES RONALD KENNEDY, coauthor of The South Was Right and several other books


“The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals, Dr. Samuel W. Mitcham’s latest contribution to the history of the American Civil War, provides detailed and intriguing biographies of the men who commanded the Confederate Army. This well-researched collection is a much-needed reference book for any library. The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals is a must for Civil War historians and history buffs alike!”


—BRIDGET SMITH, author of Where Elephants Fought


“I believe I have found a new favorite Confederate general book. This big gem is full of interesting anecdotes. I learned something new about every general.”


—R. S. JASON BOSHERS, Lieutenant Commander-in-Chief, Sons of Confederate Veterans


“As usual, Dr. Mitcham has produced a remarkable work full of fascinating vignettes.”


—RAY H. SHORES, editor, Southern Defender


“Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr.’s Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals is a masterpiece of the highest order. This excellent piece of scholarship will be the definitive word on the subject for years to come.”


—DUKE R. LIGON, Member of the Alumni Board of Trustees and former Member of the Board of Trustees, American Battlefield Trust, Washington, D.C.


“Dr. Samuel Mitcham’s newest book, The Encyclopedia of Confederate Generals, offers the most complete survey yet of its subject matter and includes Dr. Mitcham’s assessment of each general’s effectiveness. Sometimes I would debate that assessment, but then, such a debate is where all the fun is!”


—MAJOR GENERAL (RET.) JOHN SCALES, author of The Battles and Campaigns of Confederate General Nathan Bedford Forrest


“Dr. Mitcham is an extraordinary researcher and has given us a priceless and wonderfully illuminating Civil War research tool with brief but fascinating biographies of the 426 Confederate generals.”


—LIEUTENANT COLONEL (RET.) LEONARD M. (MIKE) SCRUGGS, author of The Un-Civil War: Shattering the Historical Myths


“Dr. Mitcham’s book is an excellent reading adventure into the military leaders of the South.”


—PAUL GRAMLING, JR., past Commander-In-Chief, Sons of Confederate Veterans
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In recent years, monuments to American heroes—everyone from Thomas Jefferson to Abraham Lincoln, from Christopher Columbus to Jesus Christ to Ulysses S. Grant—have been defaced, destroyed, or displaced, sometimes by ignorant thugs, sometimes by ignorant or cowardly authorities. Confederate monuments were some of the first to go, because they were allegedly “racist”—a term that has expanded almost infinitely to incorporate ever more Americans of the past. The argument goes that the Confederacy was racist because it fought to perpetuate the evil institution of slavery. That argument has some truth in it in individual cases, but it is overly simplistic and overlooks a more complex reality. For many Confederate generals, the cause of the Confederacy and of “states rights” was about more than slavery; it was about tariffs; it was about the rightful limits of Federal power; it was about the right of states to withdraw from a Union they thought no longer served their interests. A great many Confederate generals simply believed that their primary loyalty was to their state—a widespread belief in 1861, even among Northern officers. When their states withdrew from the Union, many officers followed and fought in defense of their homes. Some regarded Federal troops as invaders; some fought out of a sense of duty; some fought for glory; others fought out of ambition. Their motivations were manifold, and, where possible, the motivations of individual Confederate generals are touched upon in this work. More than that, the purpose of this book is to make the reader feel as if he has come to know, even if only glancingly, every Confederate general: who he was, what he did, and how well he did his job.





There are three dates of importance concerning Confederate generals. They are as follows: (1) date of nomination, (2) date of rank, and (3) date of confirmation by the Confederate Senate. Generally speaking, the date of nomination is the most important. That is the day Confederate President Jefferson Davis appointed (nominated) them for promotion in rank.


Their date of rank might have been that same day they were nominated. It might also have been an earlier day or (in rare cases) a later day. It was important in determining seniority. A major general with a date of rank of September 1, 1862, for example, outranked a major general with a date of rank of November 1, 1862, even if the latter had been nominated earlier. This would be especially important if jealousy entered the picture, which it often did. Wade Hampton, for example, threatened to resign his commission when Stephen Dill Lee was promoted to the same rank as he but with an earlier date of rank. (Lee had been a junior officer under Hampton’s command when the war began.) Faced with the threat of losing Hampton, who was a great cavalry general, President Davis adjusted Lee’s promotion to give him the same date of rank as Hampton, an arrangement which seems to have been satisfactory to all concerned. Unfortunately for the South, such happy resolutions were rare (see the essay on Joseph E. Johnston).


Some authors have mistaken date of rank for date of promotion. For example, Jones M. Withers was nominated (promoted) to major general on August 16, 1862. His date of rank, however, was April 6, 1862, the day he distinguished himself while commanding a division in the Battle of Shiloh. He was not, however, a major general on April 7, 1862. He commanded his division in the Siege of Corinth and the retreat to Tupelo as a brigadier general. He did not actually become a major general until August 16.


Dates of appointment (nomination) and dates of rank were often the same day. In this book, if the reader sees a date of promotion without a date of rank given, it is safe to assume that the dates were the same.


Dates of confirmation are, generally speaking, less important. By law, all nominations for ranks of brigadier general and higher had to be confirmed by the Confederate Senate; however, by a law passed on September 1, 1861, President Davis was authorized to make recess appointments, which he often did. The confirmation process was most important when the Senate rejected a promotion. This did not happen often, but it wasn’t exactly rare, either. Early in the war, the Senate tended to act quickly on Davis’s nominations. The date of confirmation came later as the war progressed.


Sometimes, a brigadier general’s nomination was rejected by the Senate. These officers reverted to their lower rank, which was usually colonel. Sometimes, such officers were renominated. Joseph R. “Joe” Davis is a good example. The president nominated Joe Davis, his nephew, for brigadier general on September 15, 1862, but his nomination was rejected by the Senate on October 3, and he reverted to the rank of colonel. Apparently, his uncle, President Davis, made a political deal with Senator Ben Hill of Georgia. This was never proven, but Joe’s nomination was reconsidered and confirmed on October 8.


Some generals were never confirmed. Colonel Thomas R. R. Cobb, for example, was promoted (nominated) to brigadier general on November 1, 1862. He commanded his brigade as a brigadier general until he was killed in action at the Battle of Fredericksburg on December 13. Such officers will be treated at their higher rank in his book. In my opinion, Cobb and officers like him were brigadier generals.


On May 31, 1864, the Confederate Congress passed an act establishing the rank of “temporary brigadier general” or “brigadier general (temporary rank).” This rank was normally given to colonels who were acting as brigade commanders (often when the brigade commander was wounded). John D. Barry is one example. He was the commander of the 18th North Carolina Infantry Regiment when Brigadier General James H. Lane, his commanding officer, was wounded at Cold Harbor. As senior regimental commander, Barry replaced him on June 2, 1864, as a brigadier general (temporary rank). He reverted to the rank of colonel when Lane returned on August 29. Barry ended the war as a colonel. Was Barry a Confederate general? My answer is yes—for a few weeks he was. His story is therefore told in this book.


Thirty-five temporary brigadier generals were eventually appointed. Only three, David Weisiger, William MacRae, and Bradley Johnson, were later promoted to permanent rank. This, however, is a matter of little consequence. A temporary general, after all, was still a general.


All books on Civil War generals will forever be measured against Ezra J. Warner’s classics, Generals in Gray: Lives of the Confederate Commanders and Generals in Blue: Lives of the Union Commanders. The former was first published in 1959 and covered 425 Confederate generals. I list 426. Warner chose not to include Raphael Semmes, the famous sea raider, as a Confederate general, but President Davis appointed Semmes brigadier general on April 5, 1865. He commanded a brigade for three weeks and was paroled as both a rear admiral and a brigadier general. As short as his tenure was, he was still a brigadier general—and there were others with shorter tenures than his—so I’ve included him.


A note about the term “chief of staff”: In the Confederate Army, the man who functioned as the chief of staff was most likely the assistant adjutant general, though in some large field armies, the title “chief of staff” was held by a general officer. Nathan Bedford Forrest, for example, commanded a cavalry corps but had no chief of staff. Functionally speaking, Major Charles Anderson, his assistant adjutant general, was his chief of staff—but he never officially held the title.


Two other aspects of Confederate generals must be addressed. First, there were state generals and militia generals who never held Confederate rank at the general level. Sometimes, these men were called “General,” which they were, but they were not Confederate generals. This sometimes confuses people. There were also “Trans-Mississippi Generals”—men “assigned to duty” as generals by Edmund Kirby Smith, the commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department, in 1864 and 1865. Their appointments were of dubious legality because they were never nominated by the president or confirmed by the Senate. They were Arthur P. Bagby, Xavier B. Debray, Wilburn H. King, Robert P. Maclay, Horace Randal, Benjamin Franklin Gordon, Sidney D. Jackson, Levin M. Lewis, and Alexander W. Terrell. The biographies of these men—worthy though they were—will not be covered in this book.


The second aspect is the insignia of a general. U.S. generals were (and are) distinguished by the number of stars on their shoulder boards. A brigadier general wears one star and is often called a one-star general. A major general has two stars, a lieutenant general three stars, and a general (often called a “full general”) wears four. When we had “Generals of the Army” during World War II, they wore five stars. The Confederacy did not do it that way. All generals, regardless of grade, wore an insignia of three gold stars, enclosed by a wreath. The middle star was larger than the other two. A brigadier general was distinguished from other generals by the arrangement of the buttons on his coat. A brigadier general wore buttons in two rows, in groups of two buttons each. Other generals had two rows in groups of three. Full (“four-star”) generals wore a sleeve insignia. Robert E. Lee was an exception to the rule. He chose to wear the rank insignia of a colonel, which had three stars of the same size and no wreath. As with Lee, many liberties were taken with the uniform as the war wore on. A Confederate colonel, for example, was unlikely to discard a warm coat (if he had one) just because he was promoted to brigadier general. He would probably just change his collar insignia to reflect his new rank.
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John C. Brown in the uniform of a major general





Colonels wore a collar insignia of three stars, lieutenant colonels wore two, and majors wore a single star. They all had a single line of buttons. Captains wore a collar insignia of three stripes, first lieutenants two stripes, and second lieutenants a single stripe.


A note on brevet rank: A “brevet” was normally an honorary promotion, given for bravery in the field or upon retirement. It had no impact on a man’s pay. In the antebellum Regular Army, however, it was sometimes used as a rank just below second lieutenant. It was, for practical purposes, equivalent to the rank of “third lieutenant.” Typically, this circumstance applied only to recent West Point graduates.


A note on the names of battles: In those days, the North and the South could not even agree on the names of some of the battles. They still can’t. Southerners generally called them after the nearest place. Northerners often called them after the nearest body of water. On September 17, 1862, for example, the North fought the Battle of Antietam, while the South fought the Battle of Sharpsburg—even though it was the same battle. I tend to use the Southern names. I am, after all, a Southern officer and a Southern historian, as well as a member of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, writing from a Southern perspective about Southern generals fighting primarily in the South.


Finally, a word about footnotes. Essentially there aren’t any—just a handful of informational notes. Some readers will wish there were. So do I. When I started this book, I wanted to tell the story of each man in great detail. But by the time I was ready to approach a publisher, the manuscript was approaching 500,000 words in length, and I was in 3- or 4-volume territory. The average book is 60,000 to 70,000 words long. Four-volume sets generally lose money, and publishing is a business, after all, so I was limited to 250,000 words—the maximum for a single volume. This required a lot of cutting. The choice came between cutting information, cutting the photographs, cutting footnotes, or scrapping the project altogether, so I cut the notes. There is a rather extensive bibliography at the end of the book for those who are interested.
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James Cantey in a brigadier general’s uniform





Thanks go to everyone who assisted me in researching and writing this book, including James Ronald Kennedy and Walter Donald Kennedy, who allowed me to use parts of their extensive libraries. Thanks also go to the various people who worked so hard to get this book to press, including Alex Novak, Harry Crocker III, Tad Wojcik, and Joshua Monnington. Also to my long-suffering wife, Donna Mitcham, who took time away from her own freelance work as a writer and editor to proofread this book. She is also an extremely good sport, as I have taken her across most of America’s Civil War battlefields. Thanks also go to a myriad of librarians, park rangers, museum curators, and scholars (especially at the Abbeville Institute and the Stephen Dill Lee Institute), who are too numerous to mention individually. The same goes for the members of the Sons of Confederate Veterans, the Military Order of the Stars and Bars, and the United Daughters of the Confederacy, who always share their abundant knowledge with anyone who shows an interest.


—Dr. Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr.
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DANIEL WEISIGER “DAN” ADAMS was born in Frankfort, Kentucky, on May 1, 1821, but grew up in Mississippi. He became a prominent attorney and served in the Mississippi State Senate (1852–56). In 1843, a newspaper editor attacked him, and Adams shot him in the head with a derringer. Adams was indicted and tried for murder but was acquitted.


Adams moved to New Orleans in the 1850s, and on March 13, 1861, he became lieutenant colonel of the 1st Louisiana Infantry Regiment. Promoted to colonel on October 30, he led the 1st Louisiana at Shiloh on April 6, 1862, when his brigade commander, General Gladden, was killed. Adams assumed command of the brigade and led it against the Hornet’s Nest, where a rifle ball blinded him in his left eye.


Adams was promoted to brigadier general on May 23, 1862, and returned to duty on August 13. He led his brigade at Perryville and the Second Battle of Murfreesboro (Stone River), where, on December 31, he was wounded by a shell fragment in the left arm.I He served in the Vicksburg relief campaign and at Chickamauga, where he was wounded and taken prisoner. In October, the Yankees returned Adams to Confederate lines at the special request of Braxton Bragg, who liked him.


After he recovered, General Adams served as a cavalry brigade leader and commander of the districts of North Alabama, Central Alabama, and Alabama. He fought in the Battle of Selma, supervised the evacuation of Montgomery on April 11, and fought in the Battle of Columbus, Georgia, the last major action east of the Mississippi River, on April 16. He surrendered on May 9, 1865, in Meridian, Mississippi.


Despite a total lack of military training or experience, Dan Adams proved to be a capable and effective brigade commander. This was true of a great many generals on both sides during the War for Southern Independence. Adams was also noted for being cheerful, even when in pain.


Adams went to England after the war but soon returned to the United States and became a law partner with Harry T. Hays, another former Confederate general, in New Orleans.


On June 13, 1872, General Adams was working in his office when he simply put his head down on his desk and died of a massive stroke. He was fifty-one years old. He is buried next to his brother, William W. Adams, also a Confederate general, in the family plot in Greenwood Cemetery, Jackson, Mississippi. His grave is unmarked, although there is a cenotaph (a tombstone without a body beneath it) erected in his honor in the Confederate section of the cemetery.




	
I. Appendix I shows the dates of the major battles, campaigns, and events of the war.
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JOHN ADAMS, whose parents were Irish immigrants, was born in Nashville, Tennessee, on July 1, 1825. Through hard work, he gained admission to West Point, from which he graduated in 1846. He was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant of cavalry on July 1. Sent to Mexico, he fought in the Battle of Santa Cruz de Rosales and earned a brevet to first lieutenant for gallantry.


Postwar, Adams served principally on the Western frontier and fought Indians. He was a captain when Tennessee seceded. He resigned his commission and was appointed captain in the Confederate Regular Army. He was placed in command of the post of Memphis, where his commander, General Leonidas Polk, was not satisfied with him and complained about his “bad habits” and lack of ability. On Polk’s recommendation, Adams was transferred to command of the 1st Kentucky Cavalry Regiment in April 1862. He was promoted to colonel the following month. He served on the Western Front, where his performance was mixed. On June 4, the Yankees surprised Adams at Sweeten’s Cove, Tennessee, and routed his regiment. He lost at least fifty-two men and several wagons. Two Northerners were killed and seven were wounded.


From August 1862 to May 1863, Adams labored in rear-area posts in Mississippi. He had not, however, lost the confidence of General Joseph E. Johnston, who recommended Adams be promoted to brigadier general. He was appointed to this rank on January 9, 1863, but the Senate rejected his nomination, and he reverted to the rank of colonel.


Johnston gave Adams command of Lloyd Tilghman’s brigade after that officer was killed on May 16. Adams was appointed brigadier general for the second time on May 23, 1863. This time he was confirmed.


Adams took part in the defense of eastern Mississippi. In 1864, Adams’s brigade distinguished itself during the Atlanta campaign and was part of John Bell Hood’s invasion of Tennessee in the winter of 1864, during which it captured several hundred Union prisoners. On November 30, 1864, during the Battle of Franklin, Adams was severely wounded in the right arm near the shoulder but refused to leave the field. He led his men in the final, desperate assault on the Union’s prepared positions. They were slaughtered. As he leaped over the Union breastworks, his horse was killed, and General Adams was shot nine times. The Yankees captured him, pulled his dead horse off him, gave him water, and fashioned a cotton pillow for him. Adams thanked them for their courtesy. When the bluecoats expressed sorrow for his impending demise, Adams replied: “It is the fate of a soldier to die for his country.” He passed away a few moments later. He was thirty-nine years old.


As a commander, John Adams clearly grew as the war progressed, and he was a fine brigade commander by 1864. He is buried in the Maplewood Cemetery, Pulaski, Tennessee.
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WILLIAM WIRT ADAMS, the older brother of General Daniel W. Adams, was born in Frankfort, Kentucky, on March 22, 1819. His family moved to Mississippi in 1825. Adams graduated from Bardstown College in Kentucky in 1839 and promptly enlisted in the Army of the Republic of Texas as a private. He fought Indians in northeastern Texas and became a lieutenant and regimental adjutant. Later, he returned to Mississippi, became a successful planter, a banker, and a businessman, and owned an impressive plantation house, a sugar plantation in Iberville Parish, Louisiana, a $90,000 home in New Orleans (worth $2,025,000 in 2020 dollars), and many slaves. He was elected to the Mississippi House of Representatives in 1857 and reelected in 1860. He was a secessionist.


In February 1861, Jefferson Davis offered to name Adams postmaster general, but he opted for field duty instead. He organized the 1st Mississippi Cavalry Regiment, which he outfitted at his own expense. He fought at Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, the retreat to Tupelo, and the Battle of Iuka. Adams also led a number of successful raids into west Tennessee in the summer of 1862.


During the Vicksburg campaign, Adams’s regiment formed virtually all the cavalry in the Army of Mississippi, a mission which exceeded their capabilities by a wide margin. Adams escaped being trapped in Vicksburg and harassed Sherman’s forces as they advanced into central and eastern Mississippi.


Wirt Adams was promoted to brigadier general on September 25, 1863, and commanded a small cavalry brigade. He was an effective raider, and he and his men harassed Union forces from west Tennessee to Baton Rouge, much to the annoyance of Grant and Sherman. In early 1865, he was transferred to Alabama. On April 5, 1865, he smashed a Union brigade near Eutaw—one of the last victories ever won by the Confederate Army. General Adams surrendered on May 4 near Ramsey Station, Alabama, and was paroled at Gainesville on May 12.


After the war, Adams resumed business operations in Mississippi and became postmaster of Jackson in 1885. He grew to be the target of several scathing and sarcastic editorial attacks from newspaperman John H. Martin. On May 1, 1888, Adams ran into Martin on the street. After a short verbal altercation, the editor drew his revolver. Adams also pulled his pistol and both men started shooting. One of the bullets struck Adams in the heart, killing him instantly. Martin was also killed.


General Adams is buried in the Greenwood Cemetery in Jackson.
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EDWARD PORTER ALEXANDER (commonly known as E. Porter Alexander and called “Porter”) was born into a wealthy family in Washington, Georgia, on May 26, 1835. Porter graduated from West Point in 1857 and was commissioned in the engineers. He taught practical military engineering and fencing at West Point before being transferred to Utah. He later did another tour of duty at West Point, followed by a stint in Washington, D.C., where he worked with the Army’s foremost signals experts.


Alexander opposed secession but joined the Confederate Army as a captain of engineers when Georgia left the Union. General Beauregard named him chief engineer and signal officer of the Confederate Army of the Potomac on June 3. He was promoted to major on July 1.


Porter Alexander distinguished himself in the Battle of First Manassas (Bull Run) as the first man in history to use signal flags in combat to transmit messages over great distances and materially contributed to the Confederate victory. He served as chief of ordnance and chief signals officer on the staffs of Beauregard, Joseph E. Johnston, and Robert E. Lee. He transferred to the artillery (which offered greater scope for advancement) in November 1862 and was promoted to colonel on March 3, 1863.


Alexander became perhaps the most famous artillery officer in the Civil War. He set up the artillery defense of Marye’s Heights in the Battle of Fredericksburg in December 1862, where the Union attackers were slaughtered. His most famous battle was Gettysburg, where on July 3, he conducted a massive two-hour, 140-gun bombardment on Cemetery Ridge. Unfortunately, many of the guns fired over the Union positions, smashing the Federal rear but leaving the Federal infantry intact. The result was the decisive defeat of Pickett’s Charge. As chief of artillery of Longstreet’s corps, he fought in Tennessee and returned to Virginia in early 1864. General Lee arranged for him to be promoted to brigadier general on February 26. He took part in the Overland Campaign and the Siege of Petersburg, where his tactical use of mortars was quite effective. He was severely wounded by a ricocheted Union bullet on June 30, 1864. He returned to duty that fall and was present at Appomattox. No other officer in the Civil War had as many varied assignments as Alexander, and none excelled more frequently than did he.


After the war, General Alexander taught mathematics at the University of South Carolina, served as executive superintendent or president of three railroads, and fixed the boundary between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, to the satisfaction of both countries. He returned to the United States in 1899. He published the highly acclaimed Military Memoirs of a Confederate in 1907. He also wrote a handful of books on railroad operations, as well as articles in Battles and Leaders of the Civil War and the Southern Historical Society Papers.


General E. Porter Alexander had a severe stroke in January 1910. He lapsed into a coma on April 27 and died in Savannah on April 28, 1910, at age seventy-four. He is buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Augusta, Georgia.
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HENRY WATKINS ALLEN was, as Pulitzer Prize–winning historian Dr. Douglas Southall Freeman wrote, the one administrator who might have made a difference in the outcome of the war, had the Confederacy recognized his genius earlier. He was born on April 29, 1820, in Farmville, Virginia. His family moved to Missouri in 1833. Henry Allen was educated at local schools and attended Marion College in Philadelphia, Missouri, for two years. He left home at age seventeen and moved to Mississippi, where he studied law. When he returned for a visit ten years later, he was the richest person in the state.


Henry Allen was a small, physically unattractive man noted for his genius and his energy. An apparent spirit of adventure prompted him to join the Army of the Republic of Texas in 1842, where he rose from private to captain in six months before he returned to Mississippi, where he practiced law and politics, and also acquired a plantation in Tensas Parish, Louisiana, raising several cotton crops.


The tobacco-chewing Allen wed a beautiful woman, but she died after they had been married only seven years. He also had a fierce temper, which he did not always keep under control. In the 1850s, this led to a duel in which he was seriously wounded. It has been speculated that this is why he had no children.


Allen served in the Mississippi House of Representatives from 1845 to 1847 and later in the Louisiana legislature. He was the founding president of the Louisiana Historical Society. In 1852, he acquired a large sugarcane plantation in West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana, owned 125 slaves, and built his own railroad. He also journeyed throughout the South, studied law at Harvard, traveled extensively in Europe, and wrote a book about his adventures. In 1860, he enlisted in the Delta Rifle Company as a private.


Henry Allen took part in the seizure of the Federal arsenal in Baton Rouge in January 1861. In the spring of 1861, he joined the 4th Louisiana Infantry Regiment, was elected its lieutenant colonel, and was promoted to colonel on March 1, 1862. He fought at Shiloh, where a Yankee shot him in the cheek and knocked out several teeth. He nevertheless commanded an ad hoc brigade in the (First) Siege of Vicksburg and in the Battle of Baton Rouge on August 5, 1862. Here, a cannon blast at close range shattered both his legs. He was unable to walk without crutches for the rest of his life.


Allen returned to duty as a military judge. Despite his handicap, President Davis promoted him to brigadier general on August 19, 1863, and ordered him to Shreveport to organize paroled prisoners of war.


Meanwhile, Allen’s friends placed his name on the gubernatorial ballot. He was so highly thought of that no one opposed him. He assumed office on January 1, 1864.


Governor Allen never allowed his wounds to sap his energy. For the details of his incredibly successful administration, see Samuel W. Mitcham, Jr., Richard Taylor and the Red River Campaign. After the war, he escaped to Mexico City, where he established an English-language newspaper.


Governor Allen died of a stomach disorder in Mexico City on April 22, 1866, at age forty-five. The people of Louisiana still loved him, however, and his remains are now buried on the Old Capitol grounds in Baton Rouge. He is the only person in Louisiana history to ever be so honored.
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WILLIAM WIRT ALLEN (who was called “Wirt” or “W. W.”) was born in New York City on September 11, 1835. His father was a successful land speculator and entrepreneur with business interests in the South. He moved to South Carolina in 1818 and settled in Montgomery, Alabama, when W. W. was a child. The future general received his education there and at the College of New Jersey (later named Princeton), where he studied law. Wirt graduated in 1854 but preferred plantation life to a legal career. He married and eventually became the father of eleven children.


Allen was a tall, stout man who, by 1861, had developed the cordial, gracious manner of a Southern gentleman farmer. Although not a secessionist, he joined the Montgomery Mounted Rifles as a first lieutenant as soon as the war began. His company was incorporated into the 1st Alabama Cavalry Regiment, and Allen was elected its major on March 18, 1862. He first saw action at Shiloh, after which he became the colonel and regimental commander. He took part in the Kentucky Campaign of 1862 and was slightly wounded in the left arm in the Battle of Perryville. Advanced to brigade command, he distinguished himself in the Stones River Campaign, destroying a wagon train and capturing hundreds of prisoners. Early on the morning of January 1, 1863, he fought a sharp engagement north of Overall Creek, where he was shot and wounded so badly that it took him over a year to recover, and he never fully regained the use of his right hand. Back on field duty in April 1864, he took command of an Alabama cavalry brigade in northern Alabama and was promoted to brigadier general on March 1 to date from February 26.


Allen led his brigade in the Atlanta Campaign and in August became a division commander. He opposed Sherman’s March to the Sea and his subsequent advance through the Carolinas. He was slightly wounded at Waynesboro, Georgia, on November 28. Jefferson Davis appointed him major general (temporary rank) on March 4, 1865. He surrendered in North Carolina and was paroled as a brigadier. During the war, he was seriously wounded three times and had ten horses shot out from under him. “As a soldier, he was cool and fearless in danger and tireless in the performance of duty,” General Joe Wheeler recalled. He was probably the best commander in Wheeler’s cavalry corps.


Postwar, Wirt Allen returned to Alabama and resumed farming. He was also involved in the railroad business, served several years as the state’s adjutant general in the early 1870s, and became a U.S. marshal in Alabama. Allen also helped form the Confederate Survivors Association. W. W. Allen moved to Sheffield, Alabama, in 1893 and died there of heart disease on November 21, 1894, at age fifty-nine. He is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Birmingham.
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GEORGE BURGWYN ANDERSON was born on April 12, 1831, near Hillsboro in Orange County, North Carolina, the son of a planter. He enrolled in Caldwell Academy and then the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, graduating with highest honors. Admitted to West Point, he graduated in the class of 1852. Commissioned a brevet second lieutenant of cavalry, he was at various times stationed at Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania; Fort Chadbourne, Texas; and Fort Riley, Kansas, as well as in California and in the Utah War against the Mormons in 1858. He was at Fort Kearney, Nebraska, when he resigned his commission on April 25, 1861. He returned to North Carolina, where the governor named him colonel of the 4th North Carolina Infantry on July 16. Daniel Harvey Hill, Jr., later described him as “a magnificent specimen of manhood, full six feet, erect, broad-shouldered, round-limbed, with a deep, musical voice, and a smile wonderfully gentle and winning.” He was known for his uncommonly friendly and positive personality.


Sent north, Anderson commanded the garrison at Manassas for six months. Hurriedly transferred to the peninsula in late March 1862, he performed well in the Battle of Williamsburg, where he grabbed the regimental colors and led a desperate charge witnessed by Jefferson Davis.


General D. H. Hill praised Anderson highly for his conduct at Seven Pines and on June 6 wrote directly to Secretary of War Judah Benjamin and asked that Anderson be promoted to brigadier general and assigned to his (Hill’s) command. Anderson was promoted three days later.


Anderson fought in the Seven Days Battles, where he exhibited a talent for detecting weak points in the enemy’s defenses. He was wounded in the hand during the Battle of Malvern Hill. During his convalescence, he temporarily commanded a brigade in the Richmond defenses in G. W. Smith’s division.


General Anderson resumed command of his brigade that fall and led it in the Maryland Campaign, including the Battle of South Mountain, where he fought in the Fox Gap sector. Here, he lost a third of his command.


George Anderson had a reputation for being a furious fighter. During the Battle of Sharpsburg, he helped defend the Sunken Road, which was also known as the “Bloody Lane,” where he was struck in the foot and right ankle by a minié ball. Although painful, his wound was not thought to be serious. Unfortunately, infection set in, and he was sent to Raleigh, North Carolina, where his foot was amputated. He did not rally from the surgery and died on October 16, 1862. He is buried in Historic Oakwood Cemetery in Raleigh. He was thirty-one years old.


General John Brown Gordon called him a “superb” man. D. H. Hill, Jr., called him “a man of spotless purity of life, integrity[,] and honor, as well as dauntless courage.”
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GEORGE THOMAS “TIGE” OR “TIGER” ANDERSON was born in Covington, Georgia, on February 3, 1824. He attended Emory College (Georgia) but dropped out and, on May 27, 1847, joined the Independent Company of Georgia Mounted Rifles as a second lieutenant. He fought in the Mexican War, where he helped conquer New Mexico, Arizona, and California for the United States. Anderson secured a Regular Army commission as a captain in the 1st U.S. Cavalry in 1855 and served in Kansas, but he resigned on June 11, 1858. He remained in Kansas until Georgia seceded.


Anderson was a man of considerable means by the time the war began. He was elected colonel of the 11th Georgia Infantry and was sent to Virginia, where the unit became part of the Army of the Shenandoah. It was ordered to Manassas but arrived too late to participate in the First Battle of Bull Run.


“Tige” Anderson fought in the Siege of Yorktown, the Peninsula Campaign, the Seven Days Battles, Second Manassas, South Mountain, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, Suffolk, and Gettysburg, among other battles. He quickly gained a reputation as a good regimental and brigade commander and one of the Army’s toughest warriors. During the Seven Days, he commanded a brigade, which he led most of the rest of the war. He was promoted to brigadier general on November 1, 1862.


Anderson was with Longstreet at Gettysburg and fought in the Wheatfield on July 2. His brigade performed “splendidly,” but nearly half of its 1,497 men were killed, wounded, or captured. Of the 10 men on his staff (including couriers), 7 were killed or wounded. Among the casualties was Anderson himself, who was seriously wounded when a minié ball struck his right thigh between the femoral artery and the bone. He was sent to Charleston to recuperate. “Tiger” Anderson returned to duty on October 5 and served in Longstreet’s East Tennessee Campaign. He was with William Mahone when he attacked and rolled up the Union left wing on May 6, 1864, during the Battle of the Wilderness. Anderson and his brigade fought at Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor, and the Siege of Petersburg. It surrendered at Appomattox with Charles Field’s Division.


After the war, General Anderson became a freight agent and then went into law enforcement. He was chief of police of Atlanta (1877–81) before he moved to Anniston, Alabama, where he was both chief of police and county tax collector. He died of chronic kidney and bladder inflammation in Anniston on April 4, 1901, at age seventy-seven and is buried there in Edgemont Cemetery.
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JAMES PATTON ANDERSON was born in Franklin County, Tennessee, on February 16, 1822. He was called by his middle name. His family moved to Kentucky when he was nine and to Mississippi in 1838. James attended medical school but dropped out. He nevertheless began practicing medicine in 1842 but soon switched professions to law. He was admitted to the bar in 1843 and set up a practice at Hernando, Mississippi. When the Mexican War began in 1846, he joined the elite Mississippi Rifle Regiment, where he rose to the rank of lieutenant colonel.


Patton Anderson served in the Mississippi House of Representatives (1850–51) but was defeated in his bid for reelection. He returned to the practice of law with some success, and after a brief adventure as a gold prospector, he was appointed U.S. marshal for Washington Territory, a post he occupied for several years, and represented the territory in Congress (1855–57). Concerned that the Union was about to collapse, Anderson moved to Florida after his term expired, managed a plantation, and was a delegate to the Florida Secession Convention and then a member of the Provisional Confederate Congress. He became colonel of the 1st Florida Infantry Regiment on March 26, 1861, and resigned from Congress. Sent to Pensacola, he took part in the unsuccessful attack on the Union camp on Santa Rosa Island. He became a brigade commander on October 12, was promoted to brigadier general on February 10, 1862, and assumed command of a brigade on the Western Front.


General Anderson was a firm disciplinarian and was quick to execute deserters but was friendly and popular with his men. He distinguished himself at Shiloh and led his brigade through the battles of Farmington, Corinth, the Kentucky Campaign, Second Murfreesboro (where he captured three Union batteries on the first day), the Tullahoma Campaign, and Chickamauga. He was a temporary division commander at Chickamauga and Chattanooga, replacing a wounded General Thomas C. Hindman. Anderson’s was the first division to break at Missionary Ridge on November 25. He was not held personally responsible for this defeat, however, and was promoted to major general on February 1, 1864.


Anderson was named commander of the District of Florida. Despite limited resources, he was able to contain the enemy in the Jacksonville area. Ordered back to Georgia, he assumed command of his old division on July 28. He fought in the Atlanta Campaign until August 31 when, during the Battle of Jonesboro, a minié ball broke his jaw. He was on a liquid diet for months.


Ignoring his doctors, he returned to duty on April 1, 1865. He was given command of Taliaferro’s old division, which had only 890 men. He surrendered with the rest of the Army of Tennessee on April 26.


Patton Anderson lived in Memphis, Tennessee, after the war. He found it difficult to work because of the lingering effects of his wound. He died of pneumonia and in poverty on September 20, 1872, at the age of fifty. General Anderson is buried in Elmwood Cemetery, Memphis. He was eulogized as “the soul of honor and integrity.”
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JOSEPH REID ANDERSON was born on February 16, 1813, at “Walnut Hill” near Fincastle in Botetourt County, Virginia, the grandson of Scotch-Irish immigrants. He attended West Point and graduated fourth in the class of 1836 as an artillery second lieutenant. Later that year he transferred to the Corps of Engineers and was sent to Fort Pulaski, Georgia—an undesirable assignment. Seeking better prospects, he resigned from the army effective September 30, 1837, and became a civil engineer, working for the Commonwealth of Virginia. Eventually, he became assistant state engineer and chief engineer of the Valley Turnpike Company.


Anderson joined the Tredegar Iron Works company in Richmond in 1841. He leased the firm in 1843 and purchased it outright in 1848. He made it the largest ironworks south of the Mason-Dixon Line, producing steam locomotives, boilers, munitions, naval hardware, cables, and cannons. Anderson was the leading industrialist in the South by 1860. He was elected to the Virginia legislature in 1852 and was reelected several times.


After Lincoln was elected president in November 1860, Anderson supported secession and served in a local defense unit. He joined the Confederate Army as a major of artillery on August 27, 1861, and was promoted to brigadier general on September 3. Initially assigned to command Rebel forces in and around Wilmington, North Carolina, he was transferred to the Virginia front in the spring of 1862 and was given command of a brigade near Fredericksburg. Anderson’s brigade joined A. P. Hill’s famous “Light Division” in May and fought at Seven Pines and in the Seven Days Battles. On June 30, 1862, during the Battle of Frayser’s Farm (also called Glendale and White Oak Swamp), Anderson was struck in the head by a Union bullet. Fortunately for him, the round was spent, but it still concussed him, and it took him several weeks to recover.


At the request of senior Confederate officials, he resigned from the Army on July 19, 1862. He was too valuable as the director of Tredegar. During the war, he manufactured 1,099 cannons for the Southern armies, as well as munitions, shells, machinery for the manufacture of small arms, machinery for Confederate warships, tools, and other equipment. He supplied the Southern armies until April 2–3, 1865, when General Lee evacuated Richmond.


Anderson regained control of Tredegar from the Federal government in 1867 and directed it until his death on September 7, 1892. He was elected to the Virginia House of Delegates in 1873, defeated in 1875, reelected in 1877, and served until 1879. He also served on the Richmond City Council. His elegant home on Franklin Street was the center of Richmond society.


Joseph Anderson died of cerebral atrophy while on vacation at the Isles of Shoals, New Hampshire. His body was returned to Richmond, where his funeral was attended by thirty thousand people. He is buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond.
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RICHARD HERON “DICK” ANDERSON was born at Borough House Plantation (also known as Hill Crest) near Statesburg, Sumter County, South Carolina, on October 7, 1821. He was a descendant of the famous William Wallace of Scotland.


Anderson attended West Point and graduated in 1842 as a second lieutenant of dragoons. He spent the next eighteen years on the frontier. He fought in the Mexican War (1846–48) and in the Utah War (1857–58). A captain in 1861, he resigned when South Carolina seceded and returned home, where he was named colonel of the 1st South Carolina Regulars.


Colonel Anderson took part in the bombardment of Fort Sumter and was left in charge of Charleston when General G. T. Beauregard left for Virginia on May 27. Anderson was promoted to brigadier general on July 19 and was transferred to the Army of Pensacola as a brigade commander. He fought in the Battle of Santa Rosa Island during the night of October 8–9, when the Confederates tried unsuccessfully to capture Fort Pickens. Anderson was severely wounded when a Union musket ball struck his left elbow. After he recuperated, he was transferred to the Army of the Potomac (later the Army of Northern Virginia) and assumed command of D. R. Jones’s old brigade.


Anderson fought in the Peninsula Campaign and at Seven Pines gained the sobriquet “Fighting Dick.” He took part in the Seven Days Battles, was promoted to major general on July 14, and took over General Benjamin Huger’s division. He fought at the battles of Second Manassas, the Maryland Campaign, and Sharpsburg, where he was wounded in the thigh but refused to leave the field until he collapsed from loss of blood. He also led his division at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.


General Moxley Sorrel called him “lovable” but also noted, “He was indolent. His capacity and intelligence excellent, but it was hard to get him to use them.” On the other hand, he had a knack for inspiring confidence in his men by his very presence. One soldier remembered: “When General Anderson was near, everyone felt better and braver.”


Anderson has been rightly criticized for mismanaging his division at Gettysburg. On July 2, one of his brigades under Ambrose R. Wright penetrated Cemetery Ridge, which was not yet heavily defended, but Anderson failed to reinforce Wright, and fresh Union regiments threw him back. Meanwhile, one of Anderson’s brigades was not engaged at all.


On May 6, 1864, after General Longstreet was critically wounded at the Battle of the Wilderness, Robert E. Lee named Anderson as Longstreet’s temporary successor. He was promoted to lieutenant general (temporary rank) on May 31.


Fighting Dick did well in the battles of the Overland Campaign, including Spotsylvania Court House, North Anna, and Cold Harbor. After Longstreet returned from his convalescence, General Lee created a new IV Corps, which Anderson directed during the Siege of Petersburg. By this time, however, Anderson had become a defeatist, and his performance was lackluster.


During the retreat to Appomattox, Anderson’s corps was overrun at Sayler’s Creek on April 6, 1865. Anderson fled on horseback, earning him Lee’s censure. General Lee relieved him of his command on April 8. Now a supernumerary, General Anderson headed for home on April 8, one day before Lee surrendered. Somehow, he escaped Grant’s tightening encirclement. There is no record of his parole.


The rest of Richard Anderson’s life was an unsuccessful struggle against poverty. His financial situation became so bad that, at one point, he joined a railroad construction gang as a day laborer. In Beaufort, South Carolina, on June 26, 1879, General Anderson suffered an attack of apoplexy (a cerebral hemorrhage or stroke) and was dead within an hour. He was fifty-seven years old. They buried Fighting Dick in the churchyard cemetery of St. Helena’s Episcopal Church in Beaufort the next day.
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ROBERT HOUSTON “BOB” ANDERSON was born on October 1, 1835, in Savannah, Georgia, the son of a local businessman. He was educated in local schools and at West Point, from which he graduated in 1857 as a second lieutenant of infantry. He was stationed at Fort Walla Walla in Washington Territory before he “went south” in March 1861 shortly after Georgia seceded. He joined the Confederate Army as a lieutenant of artillery.


Anderson was promoted to major in September 1861 and was assistant adjutant general (and de facto chief of staff) to Major General W. H. T. Walker at Pensacola. When Walker was transferred to Virginia, Anderson went with him. Walker resigned in October, and Anderson returned to Georgia in April 1862 to organize the 1st Georgia Sharpshooters Battalion at Fort McAllister on the Ogeechee River, just downriver from Savannah. Anderson became colonel of the 5th Georgia Cavalry Regiment on January 20, 1863, but he was still in the area in February when the Yankee gunboats attacked Fort McAllister. Anderson assumed command of the fort, repulsed the gunboats, and saved Savannah.


The 5th Georgia Cavalry defended South Carolina and parts of Georgia against Union incursions. It fought in several local battles and was generally successful. Colonel Anderson and the 5th Georgia Cavalry were sent to Florida in February 1864 but arrived too late to fight in the Battle of Olustee. They remained in Florida, where they performed scouting missions and coastal picket duty until the Atlanta Campaign began.


Anderson and his men joined General Joseph “Fighting Joe” Wheeler’s cavalry corps in the Atlanta Campaign. In mid-June, Anderson was given command of W. W. Allen’s cavalry brigade. He was wounded in late June but was promoted to brigadier general (temporary rank) on July 26, 1864. Four days later, he was wounded again in the Battle of Brown’s Mill near Newman, Georgia, but did not miss much duty.


Anderson opposed Sherman’s March to the Sea in late 1864 and was wounded in the Battle of Griswoldville on November 22 and near Fayetteville, North Carolina, in March 1865. He surrendered with the rest of Johnston’s Army of Tennessee on April 26, 1865, and was paroled at Hillsboro on May 3.


Robert H. Anderson returned home to Savannah, where he served as police chief from 1867 to 1888. His police force was considered one of the best in the nation. Chief Anderson preached reconciliation and hired both Union and Confederate veterans. He died of pneumonia in Savannah on February 8, 1888, and is buried in Bonaventure Cemetery. He was fifty-two years old.
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SAMUEL READ ANDERSON was born on February 17, 1804, in Bedford County, Virginia, but was raised in Tennessee. By 1845, Anderson was a successful businessman and a leading citizen of Nashville, Tennessee. He served as lieutenant colonel of the 1st Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment during the Mexican War. It fought in the American victories at Fort de la Teneria and Monterrey in northern Mexico before being transferred to Winfield Scott’s army for the drive on Mexico City.I The 1st Tennessee fought in the Battle of Cerro Gordo and the subsequent pursuit; however, the twelve-month enlistments of the Tennesseans expired, and most of them opted not to reenlist.


Colonel Anderson worked for the Bank of Tennessee until 1853, when he became postmaster of Nashville. In 1861, Governor Isham G. Harris commissioned him major general of the Provisional Army of Tennessee. When this army was transferred to Confederate service, Anderson became a brigadier general on July 9.


Anderson became a brigade commander on August 5 and directed three Tennessee regiments (three thousand men) under Robert E. Lee in the unsuccessful Cheat Mountain campaign of 1861. His performance was credible but hardly brilliant. He spent the harsh winter of 1861–62 in the mountains of western Virginia and took part in Stonewall Jackson’s operations around Hancock, Bath, and Romney, which undermined his health. That spring, he and his brigade fought in the Peninsula Campaign and in the successful attempt to check the Union advance at West Point, Virginia, (also known as Eltham’s Landing) on May 7. Here he earned the praise of the overall Confederate commander, General W. H. C. Whiting, who was not an easy man to please. Three days later, on May 10, 1862, Anderson resigned for reasons of health and returned to Tennessee. He was a good commander but perhaps too old for field duty.


Samuel Anderson returned to the colors late in the conflict. Jefferson Davis reappointed him brigadier general on November 7, 1864, and named him chief of the Bureau of Conscription for Tennessee. Because most of the state was in Union hands, he was headquartered in Selma, Alabama. After the war, Anderson was paroled and returned to Nashville, where he became a successful businessman. He died there of “general disability” on January 2, 1883, at age seventy-eight, and is buried in the Old City Cemetery, Nashville.




	
I. Appendix II shows the chronology of the major battles of the Mexican War.
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JAMES JAY ARCHER was born at Stafford, near Havre de Grace, Maryland, on December 19, 1817, to wealthy parents. He graduated from the College of New Jersey (now Princeton), where he received the nickname “Sally” because of his frail health and small physique. He also attended Bacon College in Georgetown, Kentucky, and the University of Maryland, where he studied law. He was admitted to the bar and had a successful practice until 1846, when he volunteered for service in the Mexican War. Archer was commissioned captain in the Regiment of Voltigeurs (skirmishers) and won a brevet to major for bravery as a company commander in the Battle of Chapultepec.


After the war, Archer returned to Maryland and resumed his law practice but joined the Regular Army as a captain in 1855 and was sent to the Pacific Northwest. He was stationed at Fort Walla Walla, Washington, when the Civil War began.


Archer resigned his commission on May 14 and joined the Confederate Army. In September, President Davis created the 5th Texas Infantry Regiment from ten independent Texas companies then in Richmond and named Archer as commander. He fought in the Peninsula campaign and at Seven Pines.


He was not popular with his Texans, who considered him a martinet. Certainly he was a stern commander. He was nevertheless promoted to brigadier general on June 3, 1862, and given a brigade of Tennesseans after its commander, Robert H. Hatton, was killed in action at Seven Pines. Archer was more popular with the Tennesseans, who nicknamed him “the little gamecock” because of his small stature and his fierceness in battle. He fought in the Seven Days Battles, at Cedar Mountain, and at the Second Bull Run, where his horse was shot out from under him.


Archer directed his men from an ambulance during the Maryland campaign and took part in the capture of Harpers Ferry. He was too sick to lead it to Sharpsburg. Despite his fragile health, Archer led his troops at Fredericksburg, where he earned the praise of Stonewall Jackson. General Archer also distinguished himself at Chancellorsville, where on May 3 he led a charge against Hazel Grove, which was one of the key positions on the entire battlefield. He overran the position and captured one hundred bluecoats and four guns in the process. He briefly commanded the Light Division after Generals A. P. Hill, Henry Heth, and Dorsey Pender were all wounded.


Archer’s worst battle was undoubtedly Gettysburg, where he did not handle his command with his customary skill. He was caught flat-footed by a Union counterattack and was captured at Willoughby Run. He was the first Confederate general from the Army of Northern Virginia taken prisoner.


Archer was sent to Johnson’s Island prison camp on Lake Erie, where his health deteriorated due to the bitter cold, a lack of blankets, and an inadequate diet. After nearly a year, he was exchanged and returned to Petersburg, where he assumed command of his old brigade. He fought in the siege there and in the Battle of Peebles’s Farm (September 30 to October 2, 1864) but collapsed altogether after the Union offensive was checked. He was taken to Richmond, where he died of pneumonia on October 24, 1864. James J. Archer is buried in Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond. He never married.
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LEWIS ADDISON ARMISTEAD (pronounced UM-stead) was born in New Bern, North Carolina, on February 18, 1817, into a distinguished military family. Armistead’s friends called him “Lo,” after “Lothario,” an unscrupulous seducer of women in the novel Don Quixote.


Armistead attended West Point but was forced to resign after breaking a plate over the head of Cadet Jubal Early in the mess hall. His father, General Armistead, had influence, however, and gained a commission for Lo in 1839. He served in Arkansas, the Indian Territory, and Mexico, where he fought at Contreras and Churubusco, for which he was brevetted captain, and at Chapultepec, where he was wounded. He was brevetted major for his actions at Chapultepec and at Molino del Rey.


He married Robert E. Lee’s cousin in 1844, but she died in 1850. In 1853, Armistead married his second cousin. She perished in a cholera epidemic that swept Fort Riley, Kansas, in 1855. Armistead was heartbroken over her death and never fully got over it. He never remarried.


During the next three years, Captain Armistead served in various posts in the Kansas and Nebraska territories and in Utah. He also fought the Mohave Indians in California.


When the Civil War began, Armistead joined the Confederate Army as a major. He was promoted to colonel and commander of the 57th Virginia Infantry Regiment in September. He initially fought in western Virginia but joined Joseph E. Johnston’s (later Lee’s) staff in the latter part of 1861 as provost marshal of the army. General Lee commended him for his efficiency in this job.


Armistead was promoted to brigadier general on April 1, 1862, and was given command of a brigade that same month. He led it in several major battles, including Sharpsburg, where he was wounded in the foot. He also fought at Fredericksburg and Suffolk.


Despite being a strict disciplinarian, Armistead was popular with his men. One of them called him a “gallant, kind and urbane old veteran.” They would follow him anywhere, as they proved at Cemetery Ridge.


Armistead’s brigade was part of George Pickett’s division and took part in Pickett’s Charge. With about two hundred men, Armistead reached the stone wall at “the Angle,” which was the objective of the assault. Just after he crossed the wall, the enemy shot him three times, in the chest, arm, and left leg. He was captured almost immediately by a Union counterattack.


The Union surgeons did not believe Armistead’s wounds were mortal, but he died in a Union field hospital (the Spangler farm) on July 5. He was forty-six years old. Lewis Addison Armistead was buried in Old St. Paul’s Episcopal Cemetery, Baltimore, Maryland.









[image: Image]


FRANK CRAWFORD ARMSTRONG was born on the Choctaw Agency in the Indian Territory (now Scullyville, Oklahoma) on November 22, 1835. Educated locally, Frank accompanied his stepfather, General Persifor F. Smith, on an expedition into New Mexico Territory, where he fought Indians. After that he attended the College of Holy Cross in Worcester, Massachusetts. Following graduation, thanks to the influence of his stepfather, he was commissioned directly into the Regular Army as a second lieutenant in the 2nd Dragoon Regiment in 1855. He fought in the Utah War against the Mormons.


In 1861, Armstrong was promoted to captain, Regular Army, and led a company of Union cavalry at Manassas. He resigned his commission on August 10 and joined the Confederacy. He was the only officer to become a general who had fought on both sides in the Civil War.


Armstrong joined the staff of General Ben McCulloch and later James M. McIntosh, both of whom were killed at Pea Ridge. Subsequently, he was assistant adjutant general of a brigade and then a division in Earl Van Dorn’s Army of the West. Armstrong was elected colonel of the 3rd Louisiana Infantry Regiment on May 14, 1862, where his men found he strictly followed every military regulation, but he was always “affable, kind, and courteous” when dealing with his men. He led the 3rd Louisiana in the battles of Iuka and Second Corinth, where he distinguished himself by keeping the army’s escape route open. He was placed in command of Major General Sterling Price’s cavalry on July 7. Van Dorn “promoted” him to brigadier general the same day, but President Davis cancelled the promotion.


On December 30, Joseph E. Johnston, the commander of the Department of the West, requested that Davis promote Armstrong. Properly approached, Davis appointed him brigadier general on January 23, 1863, to rank from January 20.


Working under General Nathan Bedford Forrest, Armstrong fought at Thompson’s Station (near Spring Hill, Tennessee) on March 4–5, at Brentwood on March 25, and at Franklin on April 10. He was captured near Franklin on June 4 but quickly escaped. He fought in the Tullahoma campaign and the Battle of Chickamauga, where he led a two-brigade division. Armstrong commanded a small division during Longstreet’s unsuccessful Knoxville Campaign of late 1863.


He led a cavalry division in eastern Mississippi, the Atlanta Campaign, and John Bell Hood’s disastrous Tennessee campaign, where he fought at Franklin, the Third Battle of Murfreesboro, and in the retreat from Nashville as part the rear guard. He fought at Selma, Alabama, in 1865 and was paroled in Columbus, Mississippi, on May 15.


After the war, Armstrong worked for the Overland Mail service in Texas and served as U.S. Indian Inspector. He was assistant commissioner for Indian Affairs from 1893 to 1895.


Frank C. Armstrong died of myocarditis in Bar Harbor, Maine, on September 8, 1909, and is buried in Rock Creek Cemetery, Washington, D.C. He was seventy-three years old.
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TURNER ASHBY, JR., the “Black Knight of the Confederacy,” was born on Rose Bank Plantation in Fauquier County, Virginia, on October 23, 1828. He loved the outdoors, became a superb equestrian, and won several riding tournaments, including one in which he dressed up as an American Indian and used neither saddle nor bridle.


Ashby was educated by private tutors and at Major Ambler’s academy. As an adult, he ran a mill on his father’s property and farmed the plantation. He also organized a militia cavalry company called the Mountain Rangers, which guarded John Brown before his execution. Although Ashby opposed secession, he left the Union when Virginia did. His Mountain Rangers became Company A, 7th Virginia Cavalry. He was stationed at Harpers Ferry, under the command of Colonel Thomas J. Jackson.


Early in the war, Ashby conducted raids against the Baltimore and Ohio (B & O) Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. In a skirmish on June 26, 1861, his brother Richard (“Dick”) Ashby was wounded. As he lay helpless on the ground, a Union cavalryman ran him through. It took him eight days to die. “Turner became another man after Dick’s death,” Dr. Thomas A. Ashby recalled. His controlling motivation for the rest of his life was revenge. He remained a bold cavalier, noted for his physical endurance, but he also fought with a fierce hatred and became a hardened killer. He downed several Yankees in one-on-one combat, even after he suffered two wounds. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on June 15, 1861, and to colonel on March 12, 1862.


Colonel Ashby’s force was large and operated by its own rules. Not even Stonewall Jackson could impose discipline on Ashby and his men, and he did not press his luck. Ashby was popular with his followers, and Jackson feared mass desertion if Ashby resigned. Jackson opposed Ashby’s promotion to brigadier general, but it was granted nevertheless on May 23, 1862.


Ashby’s performance as Jackson’s cavalry commander was mixed. His raids and screening operations were contributing factors to several of Jackson’s victories, but his reconnaissance reports were frequently wrong. Acting on one of them, Jackson suffered his only defeat at Kernstown on March 22, 1862. Ashby also failed to cut off U.S. General Nathaniel Banks’s retreat after Jackson’s victory at Winchester—even though his wagon trains were completely exposed—because Ashby’s men were too busy looting.


Turner Ashby relished combat and took unnecessary risks. On June 6, 1862, near Harrisonburg, Virginia, he led a charge on foot, and a Northern soldier shot him through the heart. He was thirty-three years old.


Turner Ashby never married. He was initially buried in the University of Virginia Cemetery but in 1866 was reinterred in the Stonewall Cemetery in Winchester, next to the body of his brother, Richard.
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ALPHEUS BAKER was born at “Clover Hill” in the Abbeville District of South Carolina on May 28, 1828, where he became a schoolteacher at age fifteen. He moved to Eufaula, Alabama, in 1848, was admitted to the bar in 1849, and practiced law until the war began. He was a delegate to the state secession convention in 1861. After Alabama left the Union, he enlisted in the Eufaula Rifles as a private. He was elected captain and company commander later that year. The Rifles became Company B, 1st Alabama, which was briefly stationed at Pensacola before being transferred to Fort Pillow, Tennessee, in November 1861. When the enlistments of the 1st Alabama expired in early 1862, Baker became colonel of the 4th Confederate Infantry Regiment, which included companies from Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, and Mississippi. It fought in the Battle of Island Number 10, which ended with the capture of the Rebel garrison, including Colonel Baker. After he was exchanged in September, Baker was elected colonel of the newly formed 54th Alabama Infantry Regiment in October 1862. He led the 54th in the various campaigns aimed at capturing Vicksburg, including the Battle of Fort Pemberton on the Yazoo. During the last Vicksburg campaign, Colonel Baker was seriously wounded in the foot early in the Battle of Champion Hill on May 16, 1863. His regiment evaded capture.


After he recovered, Alpheus Baker assumed command of an Alabama brigade and was promoted to brigadier general on March 7, 1864, to date from March 5. He led his men in the Atlanta Campaign, where his horse was shot out from under him at Resaca. He was wounded again at the Battle of Ezra Church. During the Atlanta Campaign, his division commander, Henry Clayton, officially praised Baker several times, but his corps commander, Stephen Dill Lee, criticized him for “indecision and vacillation” and showing a lack of energy, which was probably too harsh. Baker’s brigade was sent to the Mobile sector shortly after. It rejoined the Army of Tennessee for the closing campaign in the Carolinas. During the Battle of Bentonville, Baker’s diminished command (320 muskets) took more than 200 Northern prisoners.


After the war, Baker returned to his law practice. He moved to Louisville, Kentucky, in 1878. Alpheus Baker died of pyelitis on October 2, 1891, at age sixty-three. In accordance with his last wishes, he was buried in the Confederate section of Cave Hill Cemetery in Louisville.


Alpheus Baker was a popular man, considered a gentleman and a devout Christian and known for his eloquence and humor.
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LAURENCE SIMMONS BAKER was born at Cole’s Hill Plantation in Gates County, North Carolina, on May 15, 1830. He was educated at the Norfolk Academy and at West Point, where he graduated at the very bottom of the class of 1851. He spent the next nine years on the Western frontier with the Mounted Rifles Regiment. In May 1861, after North Carolina seceded, he joined the 1st North Carolina Cavalry as its lieutenant colonel, even though he personally opposed secession. He became regimental commander and was promoted to colonel on March 11, 1862.


On June 9, 1863, during the Battle of Brandy Station, Baker directed Wade Hampton’s brigade and routed the 10th New York Cavalry. Robert E. Lee, who witnessed the contest, wrote to General Cooper: “Hampton’s brigade… was very skillfully handled by Colonel Baker.” That very day Lee recommended Baker be promoted to brigadier general.


Laurence Baker fought at Gettysburg on July 3. After Hampton was seriously wounded, Baker replaced him as brigade commander and was wounded himself but handled the brigade exceptionally well during the retreat from Pennsylvania. He was promoted to brigadier general on July 30, to rank from July 23. On July 31, while contesting a Union attempt to cross the Rappahannock River, General Baker was severely wounded in the right arm. He was incapacitated for months, and his shattered arm bothered him for the rest of his life.


Baker assumed command of the 2nd North Carolina Military District on June 8, 1864, where he helped defend railroads and supply lines and was wounded in a skirmish on September 22. He briefly commanded a brigade in the defense of Savannah, Georgia, in December 1864. He then returned to the Old North State to command the North Carolina Junior Reserves, which was mainly an administrative post.


General Baker commanded a brigade in the Battle of Bentonville. In April 1865, instead of surrendering, Laurence Baker disbanded his command. He was paroled at Raleigh, North Carolina, on May 8.


After the war, Baker lived in New Bern, North Carolina. He later moved to the Norfolk, Virginia, area and became a farmer. Apparently unsuccessful in agriculture, he returned to North Carolina, where he labored in the insurance business until 1877. Finally, he became a station agent for the Seaboard and Roanoke Railroad in Suffolk, Virginia, where he worked for twenty-nine years. He was active in the United Confederate Veterans (now the Sons of Confederate Veterans) and was a member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.


General Baker died in Suffolk on April 10, 1907, at the age of seventy-six. He was buried in the Cedar Hill Cemetery in Suffolk.
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WILLIAM EDWIN BALDWIN was born in Stateburg, South Carolina, on July 28, 1827. His family moved to Mississippi when William was a child. He grew up and became a book and stationery store owner in Columbus, Mississippi, and served twelve years as a lieutenant in the local militia company, the “Columbus Riflemen.” He was elected captain of the company after Mississippi seceded. Sent to Pensacola, he was elected colonel of the 14th Mississippi Infantry on June 5, 1861.


Baldwin led the 14th in East Tennessee and Kentucky before being sent to Fort Donelson in February 1862, where he was soon involved in heavy fighting. General Gideon J. Pillow praised Baldwin for his “gallant conduct and bearing” during the battle. Baldwin was captured when the fort surrendered and was incarcerated at Fort Warren, Boston Harbor, Massachusetts, until August 15, when he was exchanged. Baldwin was promoted to brigadier general on October 3, 1862, with a date of rank of September 19, and was sent to East Tennessee, where he received another brigade command.


Transferred to Mississippi, Baldwin resisted the various Union attempts to capture Vicksburg and fought in the battles of Coffeeville, Port Gibson, and Champion Hill, among others. He was finally caught up in the Siege of Vicksburg in May 1863, where he held a sector on the northern face of the fortress. He helped repulse two major Union attacks and was severely wounded on May 22 but returned to duty on June 13.


Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863, and William Baldwin was again a prisoner of war. He was exchanged on October 13 and was sent to Georgia with what was left of his brigade. In November, he assumed command of a new brigade in John H. Forney’s division. He and his men were hurriedly transferred to the Chattanooga sector, where they fought in the Battle of Missionary Ridge. On January 15, 1864, following the retreat to Dalton, Georgia, they were ordered back to Mobile.


On February 19, 1864, General Baldwin fell from his horse while riding near the Dog River Factory. He suffered a broken neck and died that evening. Some said he and his men had had too much whiskey, but the immediate cause of his fall was a broken stirrup. Baldwin was thirty-six years old. Initially buried in Magnolia Cemetery in Mobile, he was later reinterred in Friendship Cemetery in his hometown of Columbus, Mississippi. He was the only Confederate general to die during the war of a non-battle-related accident.
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WILLIAM BARKSDALE was born in Smyrna, Tennessee, on August 21, 1821. William attended local schools and the University of Nashville. He moved to Mississippi, where he practiced law and became editor of the Columbus Democrat. Barksdale rose from private to captain during the Mexican War, although he arrived too late to be involved in any fighting.


Barksdale ran for Congress in 1852, was elected, and served from March 4, 1853 to 1861. While there, he gained a reputation as a fierce “Fire-Eater” when it came to defending Southern rights, although he did not embrace secession until Lincoln was elected president in November 1860. After Mississippi seceded, William Barksdale resigned from Congress and became adjutant general and later quartermaster general of the state. On May 14, 1861, he was appointed colonel and commander of the 13th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. An excellent regimental commander and a ferocious warrior, he fought in the battles of First Manassas, Ball’s Bluff, the Peninsula Campaign, and the Seven Days. Barksdale assumed command of the Mississippi Brigade after General Richard Griffith was mortally wounded at Savage Station.


Barksdale was promoted to brigadier general on August 12, 1862. In September, his attack on Maryland Heights sealed the fate of the Union garrison at Harpers Ferry, which was the largest mass surrender of U.S. troops during the war. At Sharpsburg, he held the West Woods against a Union division and saved Lee’s left flank. On December 11, 1862, he brilliantly defended the Fredericksburg waterfront against Union forces trying to cross the Rappahannock. He held the city for sixteen hours. When he finally retreated, Barksdale and his men were cheered by the entire army. They remained in the Fredericksburg sector in 1863 and fought in the Battle of Chancellorsville.


William Barksdale was a large, portly man who relished combat. Gettysburg was his last battle. On July 2, he attacked a Union battery. “It was the grandest charge that was ever made by mortal man,” one U.S. colonel recalled. He overran the Union infantry and took the guns but was not able to hold them. Meanwhile, Barksdale was wounded in his left knee, a cannonball struck his left foot, and two bullets plunged into his chest. In all, he was reportedly shot or struck by shrapnel nine times. “I am killed!” he told his aide. “Tell my wife and children that I died fighting at my post.” His men were forced to leave him, and he was captured. He died in a Union field hospital the next day.


General Barksdale is buried in an unmarked grave in the Barksdale family plot of Greenwood Cemetery in Jackson, Mississippi. He has a marker in the Confederate section, although his body is not there.
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RUFUS BARRINGER was born on December 2, 1821, in Cabarrus County, North Carolina. He graduated from Sugar Creek Academy and the University of North Carolina class of 1842. He was later admitted to the bar and practiced law in Concord, North Carolina. A strong supporter of the temperance movement, he served in the State General Assembly from 1848 to 1850 as a Whig. He was a Constitutional Union Party presidential elector in 1860.


Barringer opposed secession and even thought African Americans should be allowed to vote, but when North Carolina left the Union, he went with his state. He raised a company of one hundred cavalryman, the “Cabarrus Rangers,” which became Company F of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry Regiment. Barringer became their captain on May 16, 1861. The 1st North Carolina Cavalry rode with Jeb Stuart in the Peninsula Campaign, the Seven Days Battles, Second Manassas, the Maryland Campaign, and the Battle of Brandy Station, where Barringer was severely wounded on June 9, 1863. A minié ball struck his right cheek and passed into his mouth, ejecting several teeth and damaging his upper jaw. It took him months to recover, and he was on medical leave until September. He was, meanwhile, promoted to major in August and to lieutenant colonel and commander of the 4th North Carolina Cavalry on October 17, 1863.


Rufus Barringer fought in seventy-six engagements during the war, was wounded three times, and was cited for gallantry on several occasions. He had two horses shot out from under him during the war and was wounded again at Bristoe Station on October 14, 1863, but this time only slightly. Promoted to brigadier general on May 30, 1864, Barringer assumed command of the cavalry brigade previously led by James B. Gordon on June 4. He led it until April 3, 1865, when his command was destroyed and he was captured in the Battle of Namozine Church during the retreat to Appomattox. He was paroled at Fort Delaware on July 24, 1865.


General Barringer returned to North Carolina and established a law practice at Charlotte. He urged North Carolinians to accept Reconstruction and played a significant role in railroad development in the state. He served as a delegate to the North Carolina Constitutional Convention in 1875 and, as a Republican, waged an unsuccessful campaign for lieutenant governor in 1880. He retired in 1884 and wrote a short history of the 1st North Carolina Cavalry, as well as a history of North Carolina railroads.


Rufus Barringer died of stomach cancer in Charlotte on February 3, 1895, at age seventy-three. He is buried in the Elmwood Cemetery in Charlotte.
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JOHN DECATUR BARRY was born on June 21, 1839, in Wilmington, North Carolina, the son of a prosperous planter. He graduated with honors from the University of North Carolina in 1859 and went into the banking business. He enlisted as a private in the Wilmington Rifle Guards at Coosawhatchie, South Carolina before the start of the war. It became Company I of the 18th North Carolina Infantry Regiment, and Barry was elected captain in April 1862. Captain Barry fought in the Peninsula Campaign and in the Seven Days Battles, and he was slightly wounded at Gaines’ Mill on June 27 and Frayser’s Farm on June 30. Later, he fought at Second Manassas, Sharpsburg, and Fredericksburg. He was promoted to major on November 11, 1862.


On May 2, 1863, during the Battle of Chancellorsville, Stonewall Jackson chose to personally scout Union positions. As he and his party returned in the darkness, they ran into the skirmish line of the 18th North Carolina, which was commanded by Major Barry. He mistook them for Union cavalry, which was known to be operating in the area, and ordered his men to fire. Three bullets hit Stonewall Jackson. He was taken to the rear where it was thought for a time he would recover, but pneumonia set in, and he died on May 10.


Barry never forgave himself for giving the order to fire. His superiors, however, did not hold him responsible for Jackson’s death.


The commander of the 18th North Carolina was killed at Chancellorsville, and his second-in-command was severely wounded. Barry succeeded them as regimental commander and was promoted to colonel on May 27, to rank from May 3. Despite being only twenty-three years old, he had risen from private to colonel in only thirteen months.


Barry led his regiment in Pickett’s Charge at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863, and in the Overland Campaign of 1864, where he particularly distinguished himself in the Battle of the Wilderness. On June 2, 1864, his brigade commander, James Lane, was seriously wounded during the Battle of Cold Harbor. John Barry replaced him and was appointed brigadier general (temporary rank) on August 8, to rank from August 3. Meanwhile, on July 27, Colonel Barry was shot in the hand by a Union sharpshooter. Taken to a field hospital, the doctors amputated the second and third fingers on his right hand.


Barry’s appointment to brigadier general was cancelled on or about September 18, after General Lane returned to duty. But John D. Barry was a Confederate general for a brief time.


Colonel Barry fought in the Siege of Petersburg and was wounded again on August 15 and also in September. He served in the trenches until February 1865, when he was given command of a district in North Carolina. He was here when the war ended. He was paroled in Raleigh on May 12.


After the surrender, John Barry became the editor of the Wilmington Dispatch, but he suffered from depression and passed away on March 24, 1867. His family said he “died of a broken heart” because he held himself responsible for killing Stonewall Jackson. He was buried in Oakdale Cemetery, Wilmington. He was twenty-seven years old.
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SETH MAXWELL BARTON was born on September 8, 1829, in Fredericksburg, Virginia, the son of a prosperous attorney. Admitted to West Point at age fifteen, he graduated in 1849, before his twentieth birthday. He was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the infantry and spent most of his U.S. Army career on the Western frontier, participating in several campaigns against the Comanches. A captain by 1857, he resigned his commission on June 11, 1861, after he learned that Virginia had seceded. He was elected lieutenant colonel of the 3rd Arkansas Infantry Regiment on July 8 and traveled with it to western Virginia (now West Virginia), where he was an engineer officer for Henry Rootes Jackson, Robert E. Lee, and W. W. Loring. He was Stonewall Jackson’s chief engineer in the Valley Campaign of 1862.


Seth Barton was promoted to brigadier general on March 14, 1862, to rank from March 11. He was transferred to East Tennessee that summer, where he commanded a brigade in the Cumberland Gap Campaign. Sent west, he took part in the various battles for Vicksburg, including Sherman’s defeat at Chickasaw Bluffs, where he distinguished himself by holding the left-center of the Rebel line against five Union attacks in heavy fighting. Part of his brigade performed well in the Battle of Champion Hill, although not every regiment did so. The brigade gave a better account of itself in the Siege of Vicksburg. After the surrender of the city, Barton was one of the first officers for which the Confederacy arranged an exchange. That fall, after the Gettysburg campaign, he was given command of what was left of the late Lewis Armistead’s brigade of Pickett’s division.


In February 1864, Barton commanded a lead column as part of a campaign led by Pickett to retake New Bern, North Carolina, from the occupying Union forces. The operation was not successful, and Pickett filed a formal complaint against Barton for lack of cooperation. Barton was censured and transferred to Robert Ransom’s command at Drewry’s Bluff, Virginia, near Richmond. After the successful Battle of Drewry’s Bluff, General Ransom leveled charges of lack of cooperation against Barton and relieved him of his command. Barton demanded a hearing, but it was not granted.


Perhaps because Barton’s former regimental commanders made repeated applications for his reinstatement, Barton was given command of a brigade for the defense of Richmond in the fall of 1864. He was with Richard S. Ewell and Custis Lee in the Battle of Sayler’s Creek (April 6, 1865), where he was captured, along with eight other Rebel generals. Barton was sent to Fort Warren, Massachusetts, in Boston Harbor. He was released on July 24, 1865.


Seth Barton always enjoyed chemistry. Before the war, it was a hobby. After Appomattox, he pursued it full time and eventually gained a reputation as one of the foremost chemists in the United States.


General Barton died suddenly while visiting one of his children in Washington, D.C., on April 11, 1900, at age seventy. His cause of death was listed as senility and mitral insufficiency of the heart. He is buried in Fredericksburg City Cemetery, Fredericksburg, Virginia.
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WILLIAM BRIMAGE BATE was born on October 7, 1826, in Bledsoe’s Lick (now Castalian Springs), Sumner County, in north-central Tennessee, the son of a small farmer. His father died when he was fifteen, so he left home to find work and became a clerk on a steamboat. During the Mexican War, he joined the 3rd Tennessee Volunteer Infantry as a lieutenant and saw action at the end of the conflict. Bate then returned to the family farm, established a Democratic newspaper, the Gallatin Tenth Legion, and was elected to the Tennessee legislature in 1849. He graduated from Cumberland Law School in 1852, set up a practice in Gallatin, and was elected district attorney in 1854. He was a strong supporter of states’ rights, a staunch secessionist, and a presidential elector for John C. Breckinridge in 1860.


In April 1861, he joined the local volunteer company and was promptly elected captain. He was elected colonel of the 2nd Tennessee Infantry on April 27, 1861. His regiment was quickly sent to Virginia but saw little action. It returned to Tennessee in February 1862 and fought at Shiloh, where his brother and three other relatives were killed. William Bate’s horse was shot out from under him (the first of several), and he was seriously wounded in both legs when a minié ball passed completely through his second horse. Incapacitated for months, he walked with a limp for the rest of his life and had to ambulate on crutches for the rest of the war.


Bate was promoted to brigadier general on September 26, to rank from October 3. He was assigned to rear-area duties but soon demanded to be returned to the front. Braxton Bragg (with whom he was friendly) accommodated him and gave him James Rains’s old brigade on March 12, 1863.


Bate fought in the Tullahoma Campaign and was wounded again in the Battle of Hoover’s Gap, Tennessee, on June 24, 1863, where he held off the bluecoats for thirty-six hours and kept them from cutting Bragg’s line of retreat, thus preventing a Confederate disaster. He fought at Chickamauga, after which he took command of Breckinridge’s old division. He fought in the Siege of Chattanooga and the Battle of Missionary Ridge.


William Bate was promoted to major general on February 23, 1864, and participated in the Atlanta Campaign. On August 10, he was shot in the knee and was hors de combat for some weeks. He returned and fought in the Heartland Campaign. The morale of Bate’s division was finally shattered at Franklin, and most of it was routed at the Third Battle of Murfreesboro and during the second day of the Battle of Nashville, where three of his brigadiers were captured.


William Bate led the remnants of his division in the Carolinas Campaign, including the Battle of Bentonville. He surrendered near Greensboro, North Carolina, on April 26, 1865, and was paroled on May 1.


General Bate returned to Tennessee, settled in Nashville, and opened up a law practice. Always known as a cordial man, he became a very effective speaker. He was elected governor in 1882 as the “low-tax” candidate and was reelected in 1884. He was in office from January 15, 1883, to January 17, 1887. The legislature elected Bate U.S. senator in 1887, reelecting him three times. He caught pneumonia and, on March 9, 1905, just five days into his fourth term, his heart failed. He was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Nashville. He was seventy-eight years old.









[image: Image]


CULLEN ANDREWS BATTLE was born in Powelton, Georgia, on June 1, 1829, the son of a physician. In 1836, his family moved to the Irwinton, Alabama, area (near Eufaula) and became quite prosperous. Cullen received a good private education, attended the University of Alabama, from which he graduated in 1850, and became a lawyer.


Battle opened a law practice in Tuskegee in 1852. After John Brown raided Harpers Ferry, Battle raised and equipped the Tuskegee Light Infantry, a militia company, and became its captain. In 1861, it was incorporated into the 3rd Alabama Infantry Regiment, of which Cullen Battle was elected major. The regiment was sent to Virginia, mustered into Confederate service, and stationed at Norfolk, where it remained until the city was evacuated on May 9, 1862. Cullen Battle, promoted to lieutenant colonel, fought in the Peninsula Campaign and at Seven Pines, where the regiment’s commander was killed and Battle was severely wounded. He did not return to duty until July 23. As part of Robert E. Rodes’s brigade, the 3rd Alabama took part in the Maryland Campaign, including the battles of South Mountain and Sharpsburg. Battle (now a colonel) was slightly wounded in both actions.


Battle and his men fought at Fredericksburg, where the colonel was severely injured when his horse fell and landed on him. On April 29, 1863, as Rodes’s division moved to confront the Yankees at the Battle of Chancellorsville, Battle’s horse reared and fell into a ditch, and he was again severely injured. He accompanied his regiment to the battlefield in an ambulance but was not able to mount his horse and stay mounted. Absolutely frustrated, Colonel Battle resigned his commission on the spot, but General Rodes refused to accept it and sent him to the rear.


Cullen Battle was back in action at Gettysburg, where he served with Edward O’Neal’s brigade. On July 1, the brigade became terribly disorganized. Battle took matters into his own hands and attached himself and his regiment to General Stephen D. Ramseur’s brigade. General Lee relieved O’Neal of his command and replaced him with Battle, who was promoted to brigadier general on August 25, to rank from August 20. He commanded the brigade through the Mine Run Campaign and the Bristoe Campaign, as well as the battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, the North Anna, Cold Harbor, Monocacy, Fort Stevens, Third Winchester, and Fisher’s Hill. At Cedar Creek his brigade captured a six-gun battery and took “many prisoners,” but he was badly wounded—shot in the left knee—and was forced to sit out the end of the war. He spent two years on crutches. He was paroled at Montgomery, Alabama, on May 16, 1865.


After the surrender, Cullen Battle reopened his law practice in Tuskegee. He was elected to Congress in 1868, but the Radical Republicans denied him his seat. He went back to Alabama and worked as a farmer and then as an editor. In 1888, he moved to New Bern, North Carolina, to be near his son. By 1890, he was the editor of the New Bern Journal and was elected mayor, although he never sought the office. He also wrote a history of the 3rd Alabama. Cullen Andrews Battle died in Greensboro, North Carolina, on April 8, 1905, and is buried in Blandford Cemetery, Petersburg, Virginia. He was seventy-five years old.
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RICHARD LEE TURBERVILLE BEALE was born on May 22, 1819, at “Hickory Hill,” Westmoreland County, Virginia. Educated in local private academies, he attended Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and studied law at the University of Virginia, from which he graduated in 1837. He set up a practice in Hague, Virginia.


Beale was elected to Congress as a Democrat in 1846 and served from March 4, 1847, to March 3, 1849, but was not a candidate for reelection. He was a delegate to the state constitutional convention in 1851 and became a Virginia state senator in 1858. When Virginia seceded, he joined “Lee’s Light Horse,” a cavalry company, as a lieutenant in April 1861. It soon became part of “Lee’s Legion.” Beale was rapidly promoted to captain and major. The battalion’s commander, Fitzhugh Lee, repeatedly commended him for his excellent judgment. After the legion was expanded into the 9th Virginia Cavalry Regiment, Beale became its lieutenant colonel in April 1862. When Lee was promoted to brigadier general in July, Beale replaced him as commander of the 9th. He was promoted to colonel on September 15, 1862. Meanwhile, Beale served with Robert E. Lee in western Virginia in 1861 and with Stonewall Jackson in the Shenandoah Valley and fought in all the campaigns of the Army of Northern Virginia.


In December 1862, Colonel Beale led a bold romp through Rappahannock County and captured the entire Federal garrison at Leeds without losing a man. In April and May 1863, he played a major role in smashing Stoneman’s raid into Virginia. At Brandy Station on June 9, 1863, after W. H. F. “Rooney” Lee was wounded, he assumed temporary command of Lee’s brigade and led a brilliant charge that defeated the bluecoat cavalry. He was wounded in a skirmish near Middleburg on June 12, when a piece of shrapnel lodged in his right arm, but he was able to return to duty the next day.


After the Gettysburg campaign, Beale was wounded in a skirmish near Culpeper Court House on September 13, 1863, when a minié ball struck his right leg. He spent three months on convalescent leave but was again made a brigade commander when he returned to duty in January 1864.


For all his brilliance as a cavalry commander, Richard Beale was not an easy subordinate to command. His prickly personality probably explains why he was not promoted to brigadier general until January 7, 1865, to rank from January 6.


Early on the morning of April 9, 1865, Beale led a charge and captured two Federal guns near Appomattox Court House. The Yankees counterattacked, however, and General Beale was wounded and captured. Sent to the Union rear, he was paroled at Ashland, Virginia, on April 27.


After the South surrendered, General Beale returned to Hague and his law practice. When his fellow Democrat, Congressman Beverly B. Douglas, died in office, Beale ran to succeed him and won. He successfully stood for reelection, serving from January 23, 1879, to March 3, 1881. Not a candidate for reelection, he again returned to his law practice and wrote a history of the 9th Virginia Cavalry. He died in Hague on April 18, 1893, at the age of seventy-three and is buried in Hickory Hill Cemetery, Hague.
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WILLIAM NELSON RECTOR BEALL was born on March 20, 1825, in Bardstown, Kentucky. His family moved to Little Rock in 1840. Young Beall entered West Point in 1844 and graduated in 1848. Commissioned a brevet second lieutenant of infantry, he served in Texas and the Indian Territory. A captain in 1855, he transferred to the cavalry and served in the Kansas and Nebraska territories.


Beall resigned his commission on August 20, 1861. He was one of the last U.S. officers to resign and “go south.” The Confederacy quickly appointed him a captain of cavalry. He held a number of staff appointments under Albert Sidney Johnston and Earl Van Dorn and was assistant adjutant general of the Trans-Mississippi Department. Beall fought at Pea Ridge and followed Van Dorn across the Mississippi after Shiloh. He was promoted to colonel in March 1862 and to brigadier general on April 12, 1862, to rank from April 11. He commanded cavalry forces in the Siege of Corinth and then was named cavalry commander of the Second District of the Department of Southern Mississippi and Eastern Louisiana. On August 29, he assumed command of the fortress of Port Hudson, where he worked on improving the fortifications. He was superseded as commandant of the fortress by Franklin Gardner in December but remained in the garrison as commander of a brigade. He performed well during the Siege of Port Hudson and held his line against strong Union attacks.


Port Hudson surrendered on July 9, 1863. Beall was sent to Johnson’s Island, Ohio, which is located in Lake Erie. He was then named chief receiving agent, which allowed him to sell Confederate cotton to the North or Europe in exchange for clothing, blankets, and other items, which were then supplied to Confederate prisoners. He headquartered in New York City for the rest of the war.


William Beall was paroled and released on August 21, 1865, and he moved to St. Louis, Missouri, where he became a merchant and commission agent. He later moved to Tennessee and died in McMinnville on July 25, 1883, at age fifty-eight. He was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery, Nashville, Tennessee.
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PIERRE GUSTAVE TOUTANT BEAUREGARD, who went by “G. T.,” was born in “Contreras,” a sugarcane plantation about twenty miles southeast of New Orleans, on May 28, 1818. He did not begin learning English until he was twelve years old; nevertheless, he entered West Point in 1834 at age sixteen and graduated in 1838 as a second lieutenant of engineers.


Beauregard distinguished himself as a military engineer, especially in the Mexican War. He served on the staff of Winfield Scott, the general-in-chief, and conducted several dangerous reconnaissance missions. He was wounded twice and earned two brevets.


Beauregard was a small man who stood five feet, seven inches tall and weighed about 150 pounds. He spoke with a French accent, was courteous to all, was charismatic and flashy, and could be quite charming, especially to the ladies. His main character flaws were jealousy and vanity, which would eventually hamstring his career.


Brevet Major Beauregard spent the years 1848 to 1860 on engineering projects in the South. He resigned his commission when Louisiana seceded. President Davis appointed Beauregard brigadier general in the Provisional Confederate Army on March 1 and placed him in charge of the Charleston, South Carolina, defenses. The “Little Creole” thus became the first Confederate general. Eventually, he was ordered to fire on Fort Sumter, which surrendered on April 13.


Charged with defending northern Virginia, G. T. Beauregard routed the Union Army of the Potomac at the Battle of First Manassas on July 21, 1861. In subsequent weeks, however, his petulant behavior alienated President Jefferson Davis, who demoted him to second-in-command of Albert Sidney Johnston’s Army of Central Kentucky (later Mississippi).


After Johnston was killed at Shiloh on April 6, 1862, Beauregard pushed Union General U. S. Grant back to his last line of defense but then declined to attack, ceding the initiative to the Yankees. Buell’s Army of the Ohio joined Grant that night, and the Rebels were defeated the next day.


After Shiloh, Beauregard conducted a brilliant retreat to Corinth, which he abandoned on May 29. He then retreated to Tupelo, forty miles to the south. President Davis relieved him of his command on June 17 for taking unauthorized medical leave. Braxton Bragg replaced him.


Beauregard was unemployed until August 29, when Davis reluctantly named him commander of the Charleston sector. He defended the city brilliantly, with innovative use of submarines, fieldworks, and naval mines, which were called “torpedoes” in those days.


On April 18, 1864, Beauregard was given the task of defending Petersburg, Virginia, the key to Richmond. In May, with eighteen thousand troops, he defeated U.S. General Butler’s Army of the James (thirty-nine thousand men) and brilliantly forced them into the Bermuda Hundred, a peninsula between the James and Appomattox Rivers. Butler’s men remained bottled up there for virtually the rest of the war.


That summer, General Grant stole a march on Robert E. Lee and crossed the James River with 16,000 men. The only troops available to defend Petersburg were 5,400 men under Beauregard, who defeated the Federals in the Second Battle of Petersburg (June 15) and saved the city. This was arguably Beauregard’s best performance of the war.


On October 2, President Davis named Beauregard commander of the Department of the West. His subsequent attempts to check Sherman’s March to the Sea were ineffective, and he failed to halt the Union advance into South Carolina. Davis—on the recommendation of General Lee—replaced Beauregard with Johnston on February 22. Beauregard was Johnston’s second-in-command until they surrendered to Sherman on April 26, 1865.


Some of G. T. Beauregard’s campaigns were magnificent, but others were mediocre at best, and none justified his jealous and touchy temperament.


After the war, he was a railroad executive and a supervisor of the highly corrupt Louisiana Lottery. He also wrote numerous articles and The Military Operations of General Beauregard in the War Between the States (credited to Alfred Roman). Beauregard also served as adjutant general of Louisiana from 1879 to 1888, when he was elected commissioner of public works for New Orleans.


G. T. Beauregard died of heart disease in New Orleans on February 20, 1893, at the age of seventy-four. He is buried in the Army of Tennessee section of Metairie Cemetery in Orleans Parish.
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BARNARD ELLIOTT BEE, JR., was born on February 8, 1824, in Charleston, South Carolina, to a prominent family. His older brother was Hamilton P. Bee, another future Confederate general, as was his brother-in-law, Clement H. “Rock” Stevens. The Bee family moved to the Republic of Texas in 1836, but young Barnard remained behind and attended the Pendleton Academy. He gained admission to West Point in 1841 and graduated in 1845. At the academy, he was known as a quiet and generally friendly young man, but he acquired many demerits for chewing tobacco on duty and the occasional fistfight. Commissioned in the infantry, he was stationed in Texas and fought in the Mexican War. He was brevetted for gallantry at Cerro Gordo (where he was wounded) and a second time for his part in storming Chapultepec on September 13, 1847.


Following the war, he was posted to Pascagoula, Mississippi, and then to the frontier, at Fort Fillmore in New Mexico Territory (1849–55) and at Fort Snelling, Minnesota Territory. He took part in the Utah War, where he received a brevet to lieutenant colonel. In 1860, he was at Fort Laramie, Wyoming, and briefly served as commander of the post.


Barnard Bee did not favor secession and even considered moving to far west Texas to take up cattle ranching on some of his brother’s vast acreage. When South Carolina seceded, however, he resigned his commission and returned to Charleston, where he was elected lieutenant colonel of the 1st South Carolina Regulars on June 1. On June 17, 1861, he was appointed brigadier general and named commander of the 3rd Brigade in Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of the Shenandoah. Sent to the Manassas sector, he conducted a stubborn defense against the initial Northern onslaughts. His brigade was finally pushed back in some disarray. General Bee rallied his men behind the 1st Virginia Brigade on Henry House Hill, yelling: “Look! There stands Jackson like a stone wall! Let us determine to die here, and we will conquer! Rally behind the Virginians!” They did.


Just as the tide of battle turned in favor of the Confederacy, a Union shell fragment struck him in the stomach. In considerable pain, he was taken to a small cabin four miles from the battlefield, where he had set up headquarters. He died there the following morning, July 22, 1861. General Beauregard called his loss “irreparable.” Barnard E. Bee is buried beside his father in St. Paul’s Episcopal Church Cemetery in Pendleton, South Carolina. He was thirty-seven years old.
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HAMILTON PRIOLEAU BEE was the older brother of Confederate General Barnard E. Bee, Jr. He was born on July 22, 1822, in Charleston, South Carolina, but his father moved to Texas in 1836. Hamilton and most of the family followed in 1837. In 1839, Bee received a deed for 320 acres of land in Harrison County. He served on a council with the Comanches (1843), which resulted in a peace treaty the following year. In 1845, Bee lived in Washington, D.C., where he was an agent of the Texas Treasury Department. He became the first secretary of the Texas State Senate the following year.


When the Mexican War broke out, Bee enlisted as a private and rose to lieutenant, fighting in the Battles of Monterrey and Buena Vista. He moved to Laredo after the war and was elected to the Texas legislature, serving from 1849 to 1859. He was speaker of the house from 1855 to 1857.


When the war broke out, Bee was elected brigadier general of the Texas militia and was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 5, 1862, with a date of rank of March 4. Hamilton Bee admitted that he was not much of a military man and applied for duty in southern Texas, so the Confederacy benefited from his considerable administrative ability and his fluency in Spanish. He used his position there to export cotton to Europe and import munitions, thus circumventing the Union blockade, but he saw little or no action against hostile forces.


General Bee had little experience commanding troops in combat when he was ordered to Louisiana in March 1864 to take part in the Red River Campaign. He nevertheless performed exceptionally well in the decisive Rebel victory at the Battle of Mansfield and with great gallantry at the Battle of Pleasant Hill, where he had two horses shot out from under him and was slightly wounded in the face.


When Thomas Green was killed in action on April 12, Hamilton Bee succeeded him as commander of the cavalry corps of Richard Taylor’s Army of Western Louisiana. Commanding a corps proved too much for him, and he allowed the defeated Union Army to escape at Monett’s Ferry on April 22 by ordering a premature retreat. After an investigation, Taylor relieved him of his command. General Walker, commander of the Greyhound Division, agreed with Taylor, remarking, “I would regard it as a public calamity to know of his being assigned to an important command.”


General Bee returned to Texas, where General Edmund Kirby Smith gave him command of a cavalry division under General Gabriel Wharton. Later, he directed an infantry brigade under General Samuel Maxey in the vicinity of Liverpool, Texas. Neither unit was involved in much more than patrolling along the upper Red River. General Bee was paroled at Columbus, Texas, on June 26, 1865.


After the surrender, Bee moved his family to Saltillo, Mexico, where they lived until 1876. Then, with Reconstruction over, he returned to San Antonio, where he practiced law and was a member of the Episcopal Church. He served a term as Texas Commissioner of Insurance.


Hamilton Bee died of heart disease in San Antonio on October 3, 1897, at the age of seventy-five. His funeral procession was more than a mile long.
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TYREE HARRIS BELL was born in Covington, Kentucky, on September 5 or September 6, 1815, but grew up on his father’s plantation in Gallatin, Sumner County, Tennessee. He acquired his own plantation in nearby Dyer County, Tennessee, and became a planter.


When the war began, Bell raised a company, the Newbern Blues, which became part of the 12th Tennessee Infantry Regiment in the Confederate Army. Bell was elected captain on June 4, 1861, and lieutenant colonel of the regiment the next day. He fought with his regiment at the Battle of Belmont, Missouri, where Grant suffered his first defeat. At Shiloh, Bell had two horses shot out from under him. His leg was injured when one of the animals landed on it. He also suffered a serious bullet wound. He was elected colonel and permanent commander of the 12th Tennessee in May 1862 while he was recovering. His regiment was consolidated with the 22nd Tennessee, with Bell retaining command. He led the 12th/22nd Tennessee in Edmund Kirby Smith’s invasion of Kentucky, including the Battle of Richmond. Later, he fought in the Second Battle of Corinth, Mississippi.


After Corinth, the 12th/22nd was consolidated with the 47th Tennessee, and Bell was the odd man out. As a supernumerary without a command, he did a tour of garrison duty at Shelbyville, Tennessee. In the spring of 1863, he was assigned to Nathan Bedford Forrest’s cavalry as a recruiting officer in western Tennessee (behind Union lines), where he was instrumental in raising several companies and battalions. As a result of his success, Forrest made him a brigade commander on January 25, 1864, and recommended he be promoted to brigadier general as early as March 1864. General Leonidas Polk concurred.


Tyree Bell was a lot like Nathan Bedford Forrest—tough, profane, and incredibly brave. He commanded a brigade under “the Wizard of the Saddle” for the rest of the war, except when he was recovering from wounds. He fought in the West Tennessee Raid of 1864, the Battle of Fort Pillow, the Battle of Brice’s Crossroads, and the actions around Tupelo and Oxford. He was wounded in the chest and face by an exploding shell at Pulaski, Tennessee, on September 27, 1864. He was back in action in the Battle of Johnsonville (November 4–5), where Forrest destroyed a huge Union supply base.


Colonel Bell was seriously wounded in December 1864. Shortly after he returned to duty, he was finally promoted to brigadier general on March 2, 1865, to rank from February 28. He fought in the Battle of Selma, where Forrest’s cavalry was, at last, decisively defeated. Along with the rest of Forrest’s command, General Bell surrendered at Gainesville, Alabama, on May 9, 1865, and was paroled the next day.


Bell returned to a devastated Tennessee and resumed his agricultural activities, but with modest success. In 1875, he moved to Fresno, California, where he became a successful farmer and orange producer. He was active in civic affairs and in the United Confederate Veterans. In 1902, he visited his old hometown, Gallatin, Tennessee, and attended a U.C.V. reunion. He died suddenly in New Orleans of a blood clot in his brain on August 30, 1902. He was eighty-six years old. General Tyree Bell is buried in Bethel Cemetery in Sanger, California.
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HENRY LEWIS “ROCK” BENNING was born on April 2, 1814, on a plantation in Columbia County, East Georgia. He graduated from Franklin College in Georgia in August 1834 with highest honors, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1835 at age twenty-one. He moved to Columbus, in western Georgia, on the Alabama line, and became politically involved. Known for his intelligence and abundant energy, he became an advocate of states’ rights and slavery. He was also a fine lawyer. He was appointed solicitor-general for the Chattahoochee Circuit in 1837 after the incumbent died. The following year, the state legislature elected him to a four-year term.


Henry Benning ran for Congress in 1850 but was defeated. He was elected associate justice of the Georgia Supreme Court in 1853 and established a reputation as a fine jurist. He was also a tall, large man of commanding physical presence, known for his generosity.


Judge Benning was a member of the Georgia Secession Convention in 1861 and eloquently urged the state to leave the Union. After Georgia seceded, he returned to Columbus and raised his own regiment, the 17th Georgia Infantry, and became its colonel on August 29, 1861. He was looked upon with suspicion in the higher echelons of the Confederate Army, which seemed to doubt his military ability and wondered about his courage. He did not see a major action until Malvern Hill on July 1, 1862, where his regiment was lightly engaged. In the Second Battle of Manassas, he performed well. At Sharpsburg, his regiment was part of Robert Toombs’s brigade, which guarded Burnside’s Bridge on Lee’s far right flank. Benning replaced Toombs after he was wounded and held his position despite repeated attacks from significantly stronger enemy forces. After that, all doubts about his courage and ability were gone, and his men nicknamed him “Rock” because of his steadfastness. General Toombs, meanwhile, resigned his commission on October 27, and Benning succeeded him and was promoted to brigadier general on January 23, 1863, with a date of rank of January 17.


Benning’s brigade fought at Fredericksburg and Suffolk. On July 2, Benning led a fierce assault on Devil’s Den at Gettysburg and captured the position but suffered heavy losses. He excelled again at Chickamauga, where he had three horses shot out from under him. He later took part in the unsuccessful Siege of Knoxville. Benning and his men returned to Virginia in early 1864.


On May 5, 1864, during the Battle of the Wilderness, General Benning was severely wounded in the left shoulder and missed the rest of the Overland Campaign. He returned to duty on November 22, 1864. His men held their lines in the Petersburg trenches until the Army of Northern Virginia was finally defeated on April 2, 1865. A distraught Henry Benning surrendered the remnants of his command at Appomattox on April 9.


After the war, “Old Rock” returned to Columbus and resumed his law practice. On his way to court in 1875, he suffered a stroke. General Benning died on July 10, 1875, in Columbus and was buried there in the Linwood Cemetery. He was sixty-one years old. Fort Benning, Georgia, the home of the U.S. Army’s Infantry School, is named after him.
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SAMUEL BENTON was born on October 18, 1820, probably in Williamson County, Tennessee. His uncle was Senator Thomas Hart Benton of Missouri, a leading advocate of westward expansion and Manifest Destiny. Samuel worked briefly as a schoolteacher before moving to Holly Springs, Mississippi, as a young adult. He studied law, was admitted to the bar, and became a prominent attorney. Starting in 1853, he was also the editor of the Mississippi Times newspaper. An advocate of states’ rights, he was elected to the legislature in 1852 and was a member of the secession convention in 1861. He voted to leave the Union.


In early 1861, Benton was elected captain in the 9th Mississippi Infantry, a regiment of twelve-month volunteers, which was organized in Holly Springs. It was sent initially to Mobile and then to Pensacola. When the 9th’s enlistments expired, Benton was named colonel of the 34th Mississippi Infantry Regiment. Also known as the 37th Mississippi, it first saw action in the Battle of Shiloh. He and his men performed well.


The 34th was with Bragg during the 1862 Kentucky Campaign and fought in the Battle of Perryville. It suffered heavy losses, including all three of its field-grade officers. It took Benton a year to recover from his wounds, but he was back in action at the Battle of Lookout Mountain (November 24, 1863), where the enemy overran part of his regiment and captured two hundred men.


When the Atlanta Campaign of 1864 began, Benton commanded an ad hoc brigade of three regiments during the Battle of Dug Gap (May 8), which was won by the Confederates. He reverted to the command of the 34th Mississippi regiment of Edward C. Walthall’s brigade on May 11 and led it at Resaca. In early June, Walthall was promoted to division commander, and Benton succeeded him as commander of the brigade.


On July 22, during the Battle of Atlanta, Colonel Benton was severely wounded in the right foot. At almost the same time, a shell fragment hit him in the chest. Carried to the rear, doctors amputated his leg. He died in the field hospital at Griffin, Georgia, on July 28. He was forty-three years old. His promotion to brigadier general, to date from July 26, arrived two days after his death.


He was initially buried in Griffin but was reinterred in Holly Springs’ Hill Crest Cemetery after the war. Benton County, Mississippi, which was created in 1870, is named after him.
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ALBERT GALLATIN BLANCHARD was born in Charlestown, Massachusetts, on September 6, 1810. Selected for West Point, he graduated in 1829 at age nineteen and was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant of infantry.


Blanchard was sent to the Western frontier. Working mainly out of Fort Jesup, Louisiana, he engaged in routine duties and in improving the navigation of the Sabine River. He resigned his commission on October 1, 1840, and moved to his wife’s hometown of New Orleans, where he worked in the mercantile business and as director of the city’s public schools from 1843 to 1845. Blanchard joined the 2nd Louisiana Infantry Regiment as a captain and company commander when the Mexican War began and distinguished himself at Monterrey and in the Siege of Veracruz. He briefly served as a major in the U.S. 12th Infantry. Discharged in 1848, he returned to New Orleans and worked as a public-school teacher, surveyor, and a railroad executive. When the Civil War began, Blanchard was commissioned colonel of the 1st Louisiana Infantry Regiment on April 28, 1861.


Blanchard and his regiment were sent to Norfolk, Virginia. He was promoted to brigadier general on September 21, 1861, and given command of a brigade posted at Portsmouth, Virginia.


Compared to his excellent performance in Mexico, Blanchard’s Civil War record is unimpressive. His brigade was in reserve at the Battle of Seven Pines. After his old classmate General Robert E. Lee succeeded Joseph E. Johnston as commander of the Army of Northern Virginia, Blanchard was replaced as brigade commander by Ambrose R. Wright, ostensibly on account of his advanced age, even though he was younger than Lee. Most of the rest of his postings involved training camps and conscription duty. In June 1862, Secretary of War George W. Randolph sent him to the Trans-Mississippi Department. General Richard Taylor, the commander of the Army of Western Louisiana, gave Blanchard command of northeast Louisiana, with headquarters in Monroe. The Yankees launched a series of raids into Blanchard’s area of operations in late 1862, and he utterly failed to respond. He performed so poorly that President Jefferson Davis ordered General Taylor to investigate his actions (or lack thereof). Taylor judged Blanchard to be utterly incompetent. On February 11, 1863, the secretary of war relieved him of his position. Blanchard was unemployed for months. Apparently no one in authority in the Trans-Mississippi Department wanted Blanchard or knew what to do with him. Eventually transferred to the East, he was ordered to sit on the court of inquiry for Seth M. Barton on May 27, 1864, but this court never met.


Blanchard helped defend Augusta, Georgia, during Sherman’s March to the Sea in late 1864. During the Carolina Campaign of 1865, he commanded the South Carolina Reserve Brigade in Lafayette McLaws’s division and fought in the battles of Averasborough and Bentonville.


After the surrender, General Blanchard returned to New Orleans and became assistant city surveyor, a job which he held for the rest of his life. Henry G. Blanchard died of “cerebral softening” and neurasthenia in New Orleans on June 21, 1891, at age eighty. He is buried in St. Louis Cemetery Number 2 in New Orleans.









[image: Image]


WILLIAM ROBERTSON BOGGS first saw the light of day on March 18, 1829, in Augusta, Georgia. He was the son of a successful merchant. William was educated at the Augusta Academy, entered West Point in 1849, and graduated in 1853. He was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the Topographical Bureau but transferred to the Ordnance Branch in 1854.


Lieutenant Boggs resigned his commission on February 1, 1861, shortly after Georgia seceded, and was immediately appointed a captain of engineers in the Confederate Army. Initially he was assigned to Charleston, South Carolina, but in early March he was transferred to his home state, where Governor Joseph E. Brown of Georgia named him state purchasing agent. Boggs was soon transferred to Florida as chief engineer and ordnance officer of the Army of Pensacola. He took part in the Battle of Santa Rosa Island, and on December 21, 1861, Boggs became chief engineer for the state of Georgia with the rank of colonel. He remained in Georgia as chief engineer and artillery officer of the militia, where he improved the defenses of Savannah and other places. When U.S. General Buell threatened Chattanooga in the summer of 1862, Boggs was attached to the staff of Henry Heth (commanding the Confederate forces in Chattanooga) as chief engineer until the emergency passed. He became Edmund Kirby Smith’s chief of staff on July 14 during the Kentucky Campaign of 1862 and played a role in the victory at Richmond.


William R. Boggs was promoted to brigadier general on November 4. He accompanied Kirby Smith to Louisiana in March 1863, when he was appointed commander of the Trans-Mississippi Department. Boggs was Kirby Smith’s chief of staff.


Boggs was a brilliant engineer. In 1864, when U.S. Admiral David Dixon Porter’s huge inland fleet steamed up the Red River with an eye toward taking Shreveport, Boggs delayed his progress and ultimately foiled his plans altogether. Unable to defeat the fleet, he removed the river. The innovative genius blew up the levee and the Hotchkiss Dam, diverting at least half and perhaps as much as three-quarters of the water from the Red River into the Bayou Pierre drainage basin via Tones Bayou. It rained often, but the river continued to drop. It was dangerously low when an astonished and frustrated Porter (who did not know what Boggs had done) finally retreated. Shreveport was saved and Porter lost several vessels, including the Eastport, the largest ironclad in his fleet. It had struck a mine and was refloated, but then it ran aground. Porter could not free it and had to blow it up.


The headquarters of the Trans-Mississippi Department was infested with politics. As a result of a palace intrigue, General Boggs was replaced as chief of staff by a Kirby Smith favorite in early 1865. He was unemployed when the Trans-Mississippi Department surrendered.


Boggs returned to Georgia but soon moved to St. Louis, where he worked as a civil engineer and architect. In 1875, he became a professor of mechanics at Virginia Tech in Blacksburg. He was dismissed because of academic politics in 1881.


General William Robertson Boggs retired to Winston-Salem, North Carolina, where he wrote his Military Reminiscences, which is a valuable historical account of the Confederate Trans-Mississippi Department. He died on September 15, 1911, at age eighty-two in Winston-Salem, North Carolina. He is buried in Salem Cemetery, Winston-Salem.
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MILLEDGE LUKE BONHAM (pronounced BONE-um) was a Christmas baby, being born near Redbank (later Saluda), South Carolina, on December 25, 1813. Milledge attended private schools in the Edgefield District and at Abbeville and graduated with honors from South Carolina College in Columbia in 1834. He fought in the Second Seminole War in 1836 as a captain and adjutant of the South Carolina (Militia) Brigade and was promoted to major. Meanwhile, his older brother, James Butler Bonham, was killed in the Alamo.


Milledge fought in the Mexican War as lieutenant colonel and later (from August 1847) as colonel and commander of the 12th U.S. Infantry Regiment, where he performed well. He was injured at Contreras on August 19, 1847, when he accidentally shot himself in the hand with his own pistol. The bullet went through the palm of his right hand and came out the wrist, tearing the tendons to his little and ring fingers.


Colonel Bonham returned to South Carolina in 1848. He was solicitor for the southern circuit of South Carolina from 1848 to 1857, when he succeeded his late cousin Preston S. Brooks as a U.S. congressman. He held this office from March 4, 1857, until South Carolina seceded on December 20, 1860. Bonham resigned the next day and was appointed commander-in-chief of the Army of the Republic of South Carolina. He cooperated well with G. T. Beauregard, who led the Confederate forces in South Carolina.


On April 23, 1861, Milledge Bonham was appointed brigadier general in the Confederate States Army. Although a strong disciplinarian, he was popular with his men. One described him as “one of the finest looking officers in the entire army” and added that his “tall, graceful figure, commanding appearance, noble bearing, and soldier mien, all excited the admiration and confidence of his troops.” A brigade commander, he fought in the First Battle of Bull Run (Manassas), where he held Mitchell’s Ford against half-hearted Union probes. He briefly commanded a division in January 1862.


General Bonham resigned his commission on January 27, 1862, to take his seat in the Confederate Congress. Here he supported states’ rights and opposed the suspension of habeas corpus. On December 17, 1862, the South Carolina General Assembly elected Bonham governor. He enforced the Confederate draft and demanded that cotton fields be converted to grow food crops to feed the Rebel armies. He served from December 18, 1862, to December 18, 1864.


President Davis reappointed Bonham brigadier general on February 16, 1865, with a date of rank of February 9, and he served as a brigade commander in General Matthew Butler’s cavalry division of General Wade Hampton’s cavalry corps in the Carolina Campaign. He surrendered with the army on April 26.


After the war, Bonham resumed his law practice and planting. He served in the pre-Reconstruction South Carolina legislature (1865–67) and owned an insurance business in Edgefield and Atlanta from 1865 to 1878. He supported Wade Hampton’s efforts to restore home rule in South Carolina. As a reward, he was appointed state railroad commissioner in 1878 and served until he died in White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia, on August 27, 1890. He was seventy-six years old. Milledge Luke Bonham is buried in Elmwood Memorial Gardens, Columbia, South Carolina.
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JOHN STEVENS BOWEN was born on October 30, 1830, at Bowen’s Creek, Georgia. He attended the University of Georgia, was admitted to West Point in 1848, and graduated in 1853. He was suspended for a year for violating the honor code by covering up for a classmate. Bowen was commissioned a brevet second lieutenant in the Mounted Rifle Regiment.


He was posted to the army cavalry school in Carlisle, Pennsylvania; then to St. Louis, where he met and married his wife; and then to West Texas, where he fought Comanches and Mescalero Apaches. He resigned his commission in 1856 and returned to St. Louis, where he became a successful architect and lived in the affluent suburb of Carondelet.


Bowen became a lieutenant colonel of militia in 1859 and organized and commanded a battalion on the Kansas frontier, where he guarded against abolitionist raids. Missouri was a border state of divided loyalties, but Bowen’s militia was made of firm secessionists. Federal forces moved quickly and, in a surprise attack, captured Bowen on May 10, 1861, at Camp Jackson near St. Louis. After his release, on a prisoner exchange, he raised a regiment of more than 1,100 men. A colonel as of June 11, his regiment, the 1st Missouri Infantry, became known for its proficiency in drill and combat.


A strict disciplinarian, John S. Bowen was respected by his men for his undeniable military competence, but he was not loved. Many of them considered him a bit of a martinet. He was given command of a brigade and was promoted to brigadier general on March 14, 1862. He distinguished himself at Shiloh, where two horses were shot out from under him. Late on the afternoon of April 6, a shell exploded near him, killing his horse and throwing many fragments into his right shoulder, neck, and side. He was not expected to recover, but he did. Bowen later fought in the defense of northern Mississippi.


General Pemberton, the commander of the Army of Mississippi, called Bowen “one of the best soldiers in the Confederate Army.” He promoted him to divisional commander over the heads of several officers who were senior to him. Pemberton ordered him to fortify and hold Grand Gulf, the most likely place the Yankees would attack if they got south of Vicksburg. They did so on April 29, 1863, and Bowen smashed the Union flotilla. Grant landed further south and met Bowen again near Port Gibson on May 1, where the Missouri architect faced an entire U.S. corps with only two brigades. (Two more brigades reinforced him during the battle.) At the end of the day, he retreated in good order and escaped with his entire command. Grant was highly complimentary of his opponent, who used to buy firewood from Grant at Carondelet. By now, the men of the Army of Mississippi were calling Bowen “the Stonewall of the West.”


Bowen also fought at Champion Hill on May 16, 1863. While his men fought extremely well, superior numbers told, and Grant finally pushed Pemberton, Bowen, and their men off the field. The next day, part of Bowen’s depleted division was routed at Big Black River and forced back into the fortress of Vicksburg. Although he would not know it for a month, Bowen was promoted to major general on May 25, 1863.


After a siege of forty-seven days, the city surrendered on July 4, 1863. By now, John Bowen was terribly sick with dysentery. Grant and two of Bowen’s West Point classmates offered him medical care from the best U.S. Army surgeons, but Bowen was too proud to accept. This cost him his life.


Bowen was placed in an ambulance to return him to the Confederate lines. He never reached them. John S. Bowen died at Walton Farm, about six miles west of Raymond, on the morning of July 13, 1863. He was thirty-two years old. His loss was a terrible blow to the Confederacy. He was first buried in the Waltons’ garden. In 1877, he was reburied in Vicksburg’s Cedar Hill Cemetery.
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BRAXTON BRAGG was born on March 22, 1817, in Warrenton, North Carolina. His brother, Thomas Bragg, who was later attorney general of the Confederacy, paid for Braxton to attend the Warrenton Male Academy, which was one of the best schools in North Carolina. Braxton was admitted to West Point at age sixteen. He was not a popular cadet. He was tall, awkward, opinionated, sarcastic, gruff, without humor, physically unattractive, and possessed of a jealous temperament. He graduated in 1837 and was commissioned in the artillery.


Bragg served in the Second Seminole War but was often ill. He suffered from poor health most of his life. His ailments included dyspepsia, rheumatism, and diarrhea, but perhaps the most serious problem was frequent migraine headaches. These contributed to his constant irritability. He quarreled with almost everyone.


Bragg was a battery commander in the Mexican War, where he performed brilliantly and earned three brevets. At Buena Vista, he fought in support of Colonel Jefferson Davis’s 1st Mississippi Rifle Regiment and may have saved Taylor’s army.


Captain Bragg resigned his commission in 1855 and bought a 1,600-acre sugarcane plantation north of Thibodaux, Louisiana. He managed the plantation well, and at one time had 105 slaves. He opposed secession, but when Louisiana left the Union on January 26, 1861, Bragg went with her. He briefly commanded the Army of the Republic of Louisiana and was then commissioned as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on March 7. President Davis posted him to Pensacola, Florida. He was promoted to major general on September 12 and commanded the Army of Pensacola. As a field commander, Bragg was a dismal failure, but he was an excellent training officer. The regiments coming out of Pensacola were some of the best in the Confederate Army.


Bragg commanded a corps in the Battle of Shiloh, where he delivered several uncoordinated, piecemeal assaults. In spite of his rather poor performance, President Davis promoted Bragg to full general on April 12. When Davis sacked General Beauregard for taking an unauthorized leave, he named Braxton Bragg commander of the Army of Mississippi (later Tennessee) on June 17, 1862.


It was one of the worst mistakes Davis made during the war.


Bragg’s record of command was characterized by a strange combination of boldness, indecisiveness, and anxiety. He was clearly promoted above his head. Largely because of his petulant, vacillating, and grouchy personality, he failed to receive friendly cooperation from his generals.


He brilliantly outflanked the Yankees in the summer and fall of 1862 but lost his nerve at critical points, fighting an inconclusive engagement at Perryville in Kentucky on October 8 and then withdrawing into Tennessee. In late 1862, he fought a bloody but indecisive battle at Murfreesboro (Stones River) that not only failed to defeat the Federal forces but also lost Bragg the confidence of some of his subordinate generals, who did not trust his leadership.


The Federals maneuvered General Bragg out of Tennessee, but once he was reinforced by Longstreet’s corps from Virginia, he won a great victory in Georgia at Chickamauga on September 20. Once again, however, Bragg failed to follow up on his initial success. His ill-managed siege of Chattanooga was broken by General Grant, who proceeded to rout the Confederate Army of Tennessee in the Battle of Missionary Ridge. Braxton Bragg submitted his resignation on November 29. On December 2, General William J. Hardee was named his temporary replacement. General Joseph E. Johnston arrived and assumed command on December 16.


In early 1864, Bragg became the principal military advisor to President Davis, “charged with the conduct of military operations of the Confederate States.” In a sense, he was kicked upstairs. Here, he accomplished few positive results. Placed in command of Confederate forces in North Carolina in the fall of 1864, he mishandled the situation badly, and the South lost Fort Fisher and its last port. After Richmond fell, Bragg joined Davis’s party in its flight to the south, but Bragg was captured in Monticello, Georgia, on May 9, and paroled the same day. President Davis was captured on May 10.


Braxton Bragg is remembered today as the worst of the South’s senior generals. His plantation had been confiscated by the Federals in late 1862. Deprived of his living as a planter, his postwar career was a succession of appointments that were short-lived because of his irritable temper. On September 27, 1876, he was walking down the sidewalk in Galveston, Texas, when he suddenly collapsed and died about fifteen minutes later, apparently due to a brain seizure. He was fifty-nine years old. Braxton Bragg is buried in Magnolia Cemetery, Mobile, Alabama.
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LAWRENCE O’BRYAN BRANCH was born in Enfield, North Carolina, on November 20, 1820. His parents died when he was a child, and his uncle, Governor John Branch of North Carolina, took him in as a ward. Governor Branch became secretary of the navy under President Andrew Jackson and brought young Lawrence Branch with him to Washington. Later, Lawrence Branch attended the Bingham Military School in North Carolina, the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and the College of New Jersey (later Princeton), from which he graduated in 1838 first in his class. He briefly studied law and edited a newspaper in Nashville, Tennessee, before practicing law in Tallahassee, Florida.


Branch fought in the Seminole War in 1842. He eventually returned to North Carolina, where he continued to practice law, served as president of the Raleigh and Gaston Railroad, and was an elector for Franklin Pierce in 1852. Branch was three times elected to Congress as a Democrat, serving from March 4, 1855, to March 3, 1861. He was not a candidate for reelection in 1860.


After Lincoln was elected, Branch advocated immediate secession. He enlisted in the Raleigh Rifles as a private in May 1861. He became North Carolina state quartermaster general on May 20 and did a good job under the circumstances, but he resigned because he preferred field service. He was elected colonel of the 33rd North Carolina Infantry Regiment in September. He was promoted to brigadier general on March 14, 1862. Branch led his brigade (four thousand men) in the battle of New Bern, North Carolina, where he was defeated by General Ambrose Burnside, who had eleven thousand men. Still, Branch was credited with fighting well against heavy odds and conducting a successful retreat.


Sent to Virginia, General Branch was ordered to hold Hanover Court House. On May 27, he was attacked by U.S. General Fitz John Porter, who had about twelve thousand men. Outnumbered three to one, Branch was defeated again. He lost 73 killed, 192 wounded, and about 700 captured. Porter lost 62 killed, 223 wounded, and 10 missing. Robert E. Lee nevertheless sent Branch a dispatch expressing his approval of the manner in which the North Carolinian had discharged his duty.


Branch’s brigade was part of the Light Division in the Seven Days Battles, where he fought well. He took part in the Second Manassas Campaign, as well as in the capture of Harpers Ferry. He picked up soldiering quickly, and by the fall of 1862, he was considered a fine general.


On September 17, 1862, Branch force-marched his brigade from Harpers Ferry to Sharpsburg, arriving on the field at 2:30 p.m., just in time to check a Union advance. A. P. Hill recorded how Branch and Maxcy Gregg “sternly held their ground… pouring in destructive volleys” so that “the tide of the enemy surged back, and breaking in confusion, passed out of sight.” Minutes later, as Branch stood talking with Generals Hill, Maxcy Gregg, William Dorsey Pender, and James J. Archer, a Federal sniper noted the clump of Confederate officers and fired into it. His bullet struck Branch in his right cheek and exited through his left ear, killing him instantly. He was forty-one years old.


General Branch is buried in Old City Cemetery in Raleigh.
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WILLIAM LINDSAY BRANDON was born in Adams County, near Washington, Mississippi, though in what year is a matter of dispute. Most likely it was 1802. The son of an Irish immigrant, William was educated at Washington College in Virginia and the College of New Jersey (Princeton). He then returned to Mississippi and built a plantation, Arcole, out of the wilderness.


In addition to planting, Brandon was interested in politics, medicine, horses, hunting, and military affairs. He was so good at medicine that professional doctors consulted him. More than six feet tall, affable, and well-educated, Brandon was a popular man in his community, which elected him to the legislature. When the Mexican War broke out, he ran for the post of commander of the 1st Mississippi Rifle Regiment but lost to Jefferson Davis.


By 1860, he was worth $78,000 ($2,280,398 in 2020 money), and his property included 63 slaves and 16 slave quarters. When the Civil War began, he raised a company and became its captain. It became part of the 1st (Brandon’s) Mississippi Infantry Battalion, and Brandon was promoted to major (June 11) and to lieutenant colonel (July 17). His battalion was absorbed by the 21st Mississippi in October 1861, with Benjamin G. Humphreys as colonel and Brandon as its lieutenant colonel. It was stationed in northeast Virginia during the fall and winter of 1861–62 but was sent to the Virginia Peninsula in the spring. Despite his relatively advanced age (he was approximately sixty), Brandon fought in the Peninsula Campaign and was acting commander of the regiment during the Seven Days Battles.


On July 1, 1862, during the Battle of Malvern Hill, he was severely wounded when a musket ball went through his right ankle joint. The colonel was taken to a field hospital, where doctors amputated his leg. They doubted he would live, but he recuperated rapidly and rejoined his regiment.


During the Battle of Gettysburg, General William Barksdale, the brigade commander, was killed on July 2, and Benjamin Humphreys succeeded him as brigade commander, so Brandon again became regimental commander. He was promoted to colonel on August 12.


William Brandon resigned his commission on October 28, after the Chickamauga Campaign, feeling that age and disability were rendering him incapable of operating effectively in the field.


Instead of accepting his resignation, President Davis promoted him to brigadier general on June 18, 1864, and appointed him commander of the Mississippi Reserve Corps, which consisted of all men under the age of eighteen and above the age of forty-five. That fall, he was placed in charge of the Confederate Conscription Bureau for Mississippi, headquartered in Enterprise. He did a superb job and enrolled three thousand men within his first ninety days—a remarkable accomplishment in the third year of the war. He remained at his post until the surrender. He was paroled at Meridian on May 10, 1865.


After the war, General Brandon returned to Arcole and worked tirelessly to redeem his fortune until his death, which occurred on October 8, 1890. He was likely either eighty-seven or eighty-eight years old. William Lindsay Brandon was buried on his plantation.
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WILLIAM FELIX BRANTLEY was born in Greene County, Alabama, on March 12, 1830, but moved to Mississippi with his family when he was still a child. He studied law in Carroll County, Mississippi, and was a practicing attorney in Greensboro, Mississippi, by 1852.


By 1860, Brantley had moved to Choctaw County. A secessionist, he represented the county in the Mississippi Secession Convention and joined the state militia as a captain of the Wigfall Rifles. On May 21, 1861, the Rifles became Company D, 15th Mississippi Infantry, with Brandon as its captain. He fought in the battles of Mill Springs and Shiloh, where he was wounded on April 6, 1862.


The following month, the 29th Mississippi was reorganized, and Brantley was elected lieutenant colonel. He participated in the Kentucky Campaign and became colonel of his regiment on December 13. He fought at Murfreesboro (Stones River), where he was again slightly wounded, this time in the shoulder, by an exploding shell on December 31. He was back in command the next day.


Colonel Brandon fought in the Tullahoma Campaign, the Battle of Chickamauga, and the Siege of Chattanooga. He was officially cited for his conduct in the Battle of Lookout Mountain for his “skill, activity, zeal[,] and courage.” He was again cited for his bravery in the Battle of Resaca, where he repulsed three separate Federal assaults on May 14, despite the fact that they were supported by twenty-four pieces of artillery. He then led a counterattack that routed the enemy.


The 29th Mississippi was under fire almost every day during the Atlanta Campaign. During the Battle of Atlanta, Brantley assumed command of the brigade after Samuel Benton was mortally wounded. He was promoted to brigadier general on July 26, 1864, and led the brigade for the rest of the war. He fought at Franklin and Nashville, where he smashed an attack by the African American brigades of U.S. General James B. Steedman. His surviving troops took part in the retreat to Tupelo, Mississippi, where Brantley furloughed his men and had them reassemble in Meridian on February 14, 1865. By now, it was obvious to many that the war was lost, and only 152 men returned. They traveled to Southfield, North Carolina, and fought in the Carolina Campaign. Brantley surrendered with the Army of Tennessee on April 26, 1865. He was paroled in Greensboro on May 1.


General Brantley returned home and resumed his law practice. His family was involved in a feud that had gone on since at least 1859. On November 10, 1870, on his way home from Winona, Mississippi, he was in his buggy when someone with a double-barreled shotgun fired a blast into his chest. He was forty years old. His assassin was never found.


William Felix Brantley was buried in New Greensboro Cemetery near Grady, Mississippi. Curiously, his tombstone lists his age at death as thirty-nine years, eight months, and twenty-four days.
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JOHN BRATTON was born in Winnsboro, South Carolina, on March 7, 1831. He attended a local academy and South Carolina College in Columbia, from which he graduated in 1850, and then the South Carolina Medical College in Charleston. He practiced medicine in Winnsboro from 1853 to 1861. He also became a successful planter, and by 1860 he owned about seventy-five slaves on his plantation, which was known as Farmington.


Bratton entered Confederate service as a second lieutenant in Company C, 6th South Carolina Infantry Regiment on June 25, 1861. He was promoted to captain on July 1. Sent to Virginia, the regiment arrived too late to see action in the Battle of First Manassas. Remaining in Virginia, his company reenlisted for the duration of the war—the first one to do so. This attracted to Bratton the favorable notice of his superiors. He was promoted to lieutenant colonel on April 12, 1862, and he became colonel and regimental commander on May 1, 1862. Bratton fought at Dranesville and in the Peninsula Campaign, where he was wounded in the Battle of Williamsburg on May 5. He was wounded again and captured during the second day of the Battle of Seven Pines.


Exchanged at the end of August, Bratton rejoined the 6th South Carolina and fought at Fredericksburg and in Longstreet’s Siege of Suffolk, where he was a temporary brigade commander. His regiment was stationed in Richmond, guarding the capital during the Gettysburg Campaign, but it accompanied Longstreet’s corps to Tennessee and took part in the sieges of Chattanooga and Knoxville. (It arrived too late to fight at Chickamauga.) He succeeded General Micah Jenkins, who was killed in action during the Battle of the Wilderness on May 6, 1864. He was promoted to brigadier general on June 1, to rank from May 6.


Bratton was such a good and steady commander that his men nicknamed him “Old Reliable.” He fought in the Overland Campaign, including the battles of the Wilderness, Spotsylvania Court House, and Cold Harbor, and in the Siege of Petersburg. He was wounded in the shoulder on Darbytown Road (October 7, 1864) but was back in command in November. Along with the rest of the Army of Northern Virginia, he surrendered at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865. His brigade of 1,500 men was the largest in the army that day.


After the war, General Bratton engaged in livestock and cotton production. A political ally of Wade Hampton, he helped oust the corrupt carpetbagger regime in South Carolina. He served in the legislature in 1865 and 1866. After home rule was restored, the legislature elected Bratton comptroller general of the state in 1881. When Congressman John H. Evans died in 1884, John Bratton was elected to replace him, serving from December 8, 1884, to March 3, 1885. He was not a candidate for reelection.


John Bratton died in the town of his birth on January 12, 1898. He was sixty-six years old. He is buried in St. John’s Episcopal Church Cemetery, Winnsboro.
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JOHN CABELL BRECKINRIDGE was born near Lexington, Kentucky, on January 16, 1821 at his family estate, called Thorn Hill. He attended Centre College in Danville, Kentucky, and graduated in 1838. He did postgraduate studies at the College of New Jersey (Princeton) for a year, read law for a year, and attended Transylvania University in Lexington, where he received a bachelor of laws degree in 1841. He was a major in the 3rd Kentucky Infantry during the Mexican War but did not see combat.


From 1849 to 1861, Breckinridge was an active Kentucky politician. He was a state legislator (1849–50), congressman (1851–55), vice president of the United States under President James Buchanan (1857–61), unsuccessful presidential candidate (1860), and U.S. senator (1861). Breckinridge opposed secession, though he considered it legal; argued that slaveowners should voluntarily emancipate their slaves, but not be coerced by the government into doing so; and opposed in principle any usurpation of states’ rights by the Federal government.


Kentucky’s attempt at neutrality in the War Between the States failed, and Breckinridge “went south” on October 2, 1861. He was commissioned as a brigadier general in the Confederate Army on November 2 and assumed command of the 1st Kentucky Brigade on November 16.


Breckinridge was greeted as a hero in Richmond, Virginia. Louise Wigfall, the daughter of the influential Confederate States Senator Louis Wigfall of Texas, called him “[b]rilliant as he was and debonair, the highest type of Kentucky gentleman.” He always made friends easily.


He fought in the Battle of Shiloh, where he commanded a three-brigade corps and was slightly wounded. He picked up soldiering quickly and his performance at Shiloh was judged to be good. The former vice president seemed to have an aptitude for commanding men in battle, and his eye for terrain was first-rate. He was promoted to major general on April 16, with a date of rank of April 14.


Breckinridge fought in many battles during the war, including the Siege of Corinth, the defense of Vicksburg, Baton Rouge, Second Murfreesboro, the Second Battle of Jackson (Mississippi), Chickamauga, the Siege of Chattanooga, Cold Harbor, Jubal Early’s Maryland Campaign, and Saltville. After his failure at Chattanooga, Braxton Bragg needed a scapegoat, so he charged Breckinridge with drunkenness at Stones River (retroactively) and Chattanooga and relieved him of his command. While it was true that Breckinridge drank (and heavily), he held his liquor well, and Jefferson Davis and the War Department did not believe Bragg’s charges. They replaced Bragg with Joseph E. Johnston and assigned the unemployed Breckinridge to command the Trans-Allegheny Department.


Breckinridge fought his most famous battle on May 15, 1864, when, with 4,800 men (including 261 Virginia Military Institute cadets), he crushed 6,500 Federals under General Franz Sigel at New Market.


On February 6, 1865, President Davis appointed Breckinridge secretary of war. He made the department more efficient and fired Lucius B. Northrop, the Confederate commissary general. He effectively disbanded the remnants of the Confederate government at Washington, Georgia, on May 4, 1865, and made his way to Cuba in an open boat. He remained in exile, in Europe and Canada, until 1869.


After the war, Breckinridge remained aloof from politics. He ran a railroad, was president of an insurance company, and resumed his law practice. His health slowly deteriorated and on May 17, 1875, at age fifty-four, he died. He was buried in the Lexington Cemetery.


Some sources cite cirrhosis of the liver as the cause of Breckinridge’s death. Dr. Jack D. Welsh, M.D., who wrote a landmark study on the medical records of Confederate generals, doubts that. Breckinridge likely passed away as the result of a pulmonary hemorrhage.
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