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INTRODUCTION


South Carolina packs delightful variety into a relatively small area. The sliver of mountains at the northwest corner of the state features a dazzling array of gorges and waterfalls, as well as the wild and scenic Chattooga River, famous as the setting for James Dickey’s Deliverance. Stretching from the mountains to the center of the state are rolling foothills. A belt of sand hills, remnants of ancient sand dunes, separates the foothills from the low, flat coastal plain, which covers the southeastern two-thirds of the state.


The state’s population centers are Greenville-Spartanburg, the hub of the state’s booming industrial sector; Columbia, the governmental and commercial center; and Charleston, one of the busiest seaports on the East Coast and a thriving tourism mecca. However, in spite of the growth of industrial prosperity and the three midsize metropolitan areas, South Carolina, due largely to its heavily agricultural history, remains primarily a state of small towns and communities and devotion to the rural lifestyle. South Carolinians revere their natural heritage.


The state’s tourism industry is huge, hosting more than 30 million visitors annually. Most tourists come for the superb beaches, golf, tennis, entertainment, restaurants, shopping, and fine weather of the coastal areas of Myrtle Beach, Charleston, and Hilton Head. These destinations offer tremendous attractions, but the rest of the state of South Carolina offers the same seductive weather and much more. The Palmetto State presents charming small towns, quaint bed-and-breakfast accommodations, numerous historic sites (the state’s recorded history dates back 500 years), beautiful natural resources, attractive farmland settings, and a variety of recreational opportunities.


This book features 24 of South Carolina’s most scenic drives, offering more than 2,000 miles of riding pleasure. For the most part, readers are treated to little-known routes through small towns, rural countryside, and public lands. Exceptions are the Charleston and Waccamaw Neck drives, where nature, history, and people blend in unusually splendid harmony.


As you drive through South Carolina’s back roads, you will see gracious old homes shaded by oaks and pines and surrounded by flowering shrubs, as well as prosperous farmlands full of cotton, tobacco, soybeans, corn, hay, and vegetables. Horse and cow pastures present idyllic settings, and prolific pecan, apple, and peach orchards decorate some regions.


One thing you will see often, in cities, suburbs, towns, and out in the country, is churches—lots of churches, rich and poor, new and old, and numerous gradations in between. You will also see very modest homes, ramshackle dwellings and farm buildings, and a fair amount of poverty. A majority of the state’s less developed areas are in rural counties. Some of these areas are scenic precisely because they are largely untouched by development.


The downtown areas of small communities are often intriguing. Some still manage to thrive, but many are simply ghosts of their glory days in the early and middle parts of the 20th century. Quite a number center around railroad beds, harkening back to a time when trains were the chief intercity carriers of both people and goods.


Public lands make up a fair proportion of the scenery along the routes in this book. State parks, state wildlife management areas and heritage preserves, national and state forests, national wildlife refuges, and components of the National Park System collectively preserve for posterity a great deal of South Carolina’s bountiful natural resources.


Regions


Geologists divide the state into several physiographic provinces, all of which extend into the neighboring states of Georgia and North Carolina. The Blue Ridge province, strictly defined, only covers the extreme northwestern mountainous edge of the state. The Piedmont (foothills) province, roughly the northwest third of the state, runs from the Blue Ridge approximately to the center of the state.


The Sand Hills, remnants of an ancient seacoast that provide evidence that the sea level was once much higher, stretch across the state’s midriff in a belt from Cheraw through Camden, Columbia, and Lexington, and on to North Augusta. Some scientists consider them to be part of either the Piedmont or Coastal Plain physiographic province, while others identify them as a separate province.


South and east of the Sand Hills, the Coastal Plain province covers the rest of the state. It is characterized by very flat terrain and a plethora of wetlands. A subregion is the Coastal Zone, the narrow strip bordering the Atlantic Ocean.


Other observers identify geographic regions in South Carolina in a variety of ways. Frequently used regional terms include Foothills, Upcountry, upstate, Midlands, Savannah River Valley, Lowcountry, Pee Dee, Grand Strand, and the coast.


South Carolina’s tourism promoters present the state in terms of eleven districts: Upcountry; the three-county Pendleton Historic District; Old 96 District; Olde English District; Thoroughbred Country; Capital City and Lake Murray Country; Pee Dee Country; Santee Cooper Country; Myrtle Beach and the Grand Strand; historic Charleston; and Lowcountry and Resort Islands. Information on these districts is contained in Helpful Organizations, located in the back of the book.


Names people use for South Carolina’s Coastal Plain can be a bit confusing. Many South Carolinians refer to this entire area as the Lowcountry (also written Low Country, low country and lowcountry), but the boundaries of the Lowcountry are open to question. Some parties refer to the southernmost counties of the state as the Lowcountry, and sometimes the term simply refers to the historic plantation area around Charleston. Others use the term to refer to all of the area formerly dominated by river plantations, from the Waccamaw River wetlands above Georgetown all the way to Beaufort. The Lowcountry and Resort Islands tourism district is composed of Beaufort, Colleton, Jasper, and Hampton Counties, all south of Charleston.


The Grand Strand, the string of ocean resorts on the 60-mile coast centered on Myrtle Beach, is often thought of as a region in its own right. Adjacent to the Grand Strand, but inland, is the Pee Dee section of the state, an agricultural region comprising the watershed of the Great Pee Dee River and its tributaries.


Stretching from northern Charleston County to Georgia are the Sea Islands, once the home of substantial rice and cotton plantations. On these islands, a distinctive African-American culture survived and thrived, but this way of life is threatened by resort and other commercial and residential development.


Natural Resources


Rivers dominate South Carolina’s terrain. Four major river systems drain the state: the Savannah, Edisto, Santee–Cooper, and Pee Dee.


The Savannah River Basin extends along a narrow strip paralleling the South Carolina–Georgia border for its entire length. Because the Ice Age never stretched into the state, it never gouged any large natural lakes here like those found farther north; all large lakes in the state are man-made, mostly for the creation of hydroelectric power. The Savannah River Basin contains five such lakes in South Carolina: Jocassee, Keowee, Hartwell, Russell, and Thurmond.


The Edisto River is famed as the longest undisturbed black-water river in the world. The Edisto River Basin, which includes the Coosawhatchie, Salkehatchie, Combahee, Ashepoo, and Edisto Rivers, stretches from the Sandhills area between Aiken and Columbia southward to the renowned ACE (Ashepoo–Combahee–Edisto) Basin, a sub-drainage at the southern end of the Edisto system watershed.


The upper reaches of the Santee–Cooper Basin comprise much of the north-central part of the state, from Sassafras Mountain in the west through Greenville and Spartanburg all the way to Rock Hill and Lancaster. Major feeders include the Upper, Middle, and Lower Saluda Rivers; the Broad River; the Catawba/Wateree River; and the Congaree River. The Santee–Cooper Basin narrows to a neck along the Congaree River south and east of Columbia before widening again below Lakes Marion and Moultrie and reaching the sea at Charleston via the Cooper River and below Georgetown via the Santee River. This mighty river system includes Lakes Greenwood, Murray, Wylie, Wateree, Marion, and Moultrie.


The final major drainage area, the Pee Dee River Basin, covers much of the eastern part of the state. This basin, encompassing a rich agricultural region centered on Florence, includes the Black, Lynches, Great Pee Dee, Little Pee Dee, Waccamaw, and Sampit Rivers, emptying into the Atlantic Ocean at Georgetown.


Trees and other plants are as diverse as the geography. The mountains are dominated by oak-hickory forest. Numerous varieties of oak are found in this habitat type noted for its huge diversity of plant species. Wetter areas are dominated by lovely mountain laurel and rhododendron, a special pleasure in the late spring when they bloom riotously.


The rest of the state is mostly covered by oak-pine forest, but exceptions are the rule. A few of our driving routes pass through coastal maritime forests, characterized by a mixture of vegetation resistant to the effects of salt spray and wind. Trees include live oaks, laurel oaks, Carolina palmettos (the state tree), and slash and loblolly pines. Other common vegetation includes hollies, red bays, dwarf palmettos, wax myrtles, and red cedars.


Coastal Plain wetlands are particularly appealing. Swamps feature tea-black water, Spanish moss, and bald cypress and tupelo trees. Another type of enticing wetland is coastal marshland reclaimed from the plantation rice culture of centuries past and managed today as habitat for migratory birds. Such areas are achingly beautiful, especially when wildflowers such as irises, yellow jessamine (the state flower), and spider lilies are blooming.


A Coastal Plain wetland type under serious threat is the Carolina bay. This is an unusual elliptical depression, often, but not always, filled with water. The word “bay” refers not to water, but to the bay trees that are usually the dominant vegetation. Carolina bays are found in their greatest numbers in the Coastal Plain areas of the Carolinas and Georgia. Most have been filled or drained for farming, roads, or development. Efforts to protect the remaining Carolina bays continue, particularly through the work of the Heritage Trust program of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources.


Humans do not cause all the damage. Nature, too, can be capricious. South Carolina periodically suffers a population explosion of the southern pine beetle. Since 1995, the worst outbreak in state history has affected over half of South Carolina’s counties, concentrated in the northwestern and southern parts of the state. Enough timber to build 50,000 houses was destroyed by the beetle.


Hurricane Hugo was another disaster for South Carolina and its ecosystems. On September 21, 1989, this killer storm slammed into the South Carolina coast just above Charleston and dramatically transformed the landscape in its path. The tidal surge washed completely over many barrier islands, including Bull Island and the Isle of Palms. The fishing village of McClellanville, just north of the spot where the center of the hurricane made landfall, was almost leveled. Furthermore, Hugo tracked rapidly inland, its extremely high winds causing severe damage far from the coast, through Camden all the way past Charlotte, North Carolina. The devastated woodlands of Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge and Francis Marion National Forest will continue to display the scars of Hugo for decades to come.


South Carolina is home to a great variety of wildlife. The mountains harbor species such as the raven and the endangered peregrine falcon, usually found much farther north in North America. At the southern end of the state are found species common in Florida or other subtropical areas. In between are large populations of white-tailed deer (the state animal) and wild turkey (the state wild game bird). Black bears live secretively in the mountains and, surprisingly, in secluded Carolina bays within a few miles of the highly developed Grand Strand coastal resort area. Other well-represented mammals in the state include beavers, foxes, raccoons, bobcats, feral hogs, and river otters. Opossums, the only marsupials native to North America, are also quite common.


South Carolina is an underappreciated birding region, although sites such as Huntington Beach State Park and Savannah National Wildlife Refuge are becoming better known to international bird enthusiasts. More than 350 species have been identified. Generally, wetlands along the coast are popular year-round host sites for wading birds such as herons and egrets. Ducks winter along the coast, and numerous bird species pass through the entire state during spring and autumn migration periods. Songbirds (look for Carolina wrens, the state bird) and woodpeckers fill the forests during all seasons, while various birds of prey prowl the skies.


South Carolina harbors many endangered or threatened species. The most prominent of these is our national symbol, the bald eagle. This great bird is making a strong comeback in South Carolina. There is even a limited hunting season for alligators, now numerous in swamps and marshlands of the coastal plain but a threatened species for many previous decades. The red-cockaded woodpecker is badly threatened due to habitat loss, but South Carolina has some of the nation’s largest remaining populations of this species, important as a bellwether of ecosystem quality.


South Carolina preservationists also work hard to protect nesting areas for loggerhead sea turtles (the state reptile) along the coast, and habitat for gopher tortoises in the sandy areas of the lower Savannah River Valley.


History


Human activity in South Carolina’s prehistoric period dates back almost 15,000 years, and there is much remaining evidence of Native American settlement along the coasts and rivers of the state. Ancient shell rings and mounds are particularly noteworthy, and access to such phenomena is available at a few spots along or near the designated scenic routes. Additionally, some of the back roads you will travel and cross were originally Native American trading trails.


Spaniards first explored the South Carolina coast in 1514, and in 1526 they attempted a settlement at Winyah Bay, near the site of present-day Georgetown. Weather, Indian attacks, and disease brought a quick end to this foray. Later, in 1540, Hernando de Soto crossed through the central part of the state in his explorations.


French Huguenots fleeing persecution tried to colonize Parris Island, near Beaufort, in 1562, but this attempt was also short-lived. The Spanish came to Parris Island in 1566 and established Santa Elena, which managed to survive until 1587, when the inhabitants withdrew southward to Saint Augustine. Native Americans had the South Carolina area entirely to themselves again, for almost another century.


However, in 1670, King Charles II established a settlement on the Ashley River, at a spot now protected as Charles Towne Landing State Historic Site, beginning South Carolina’s colonial period. The settlers moved across the river to the Charleston peninsula in 1680, to the site of today’s downtown Charleston Historic District.


The settled property was part of a large tract of land granted by the king in 1665 to eight lords proprietor, stretching from the southern Virginia border through northern Florida, and extending westward indefinitely. The territory of the Carolina proprietorship was whittled away over time, leaving South Carolina as a wedge between Georgia to the south and west and North Carolina to the north. North Carolina gradually separated from Charleston and the south simply because of geographic separation between Charleston and the area north of the Cape Fear River, and the fact that North Carolina in the early years was mainly settled by southern migration from Virginia, rather than by immigration through ports at Charleston, Georgetown, and Beaufort. The de facto separation became official in 1719.


In the coastal plain, South Carolina prospered during the colonial period, chiefly as a result of the involuntary but heroic efforts of African slaves who cleared swamps and forests to build great indigo, rice, and cotton plantations, generally owned by English and French Huguenot settlers, many of whom arrived by way of Barbados in the Caribbean. South Carolina in general and Charleston in particular were among the wealthiest of colonial locales.


Farther inland, settlement was somewhat less dependent on African slaves and more reliant on the work of immigrants from Scotland, Ireland, Wales, Germany, and Switzerland although the use of slavery in that part of the state also took strong root over time, as cotton cultivation spread.


It could be said that the American Revolution in the South began at Fort Charlotte in present-day McCormick County, where, on July 12, 1775, Patriot forces first used force to seize property belonging to the British. South Carolinians played a major role in the events leading up to the American Revolution, and South Carolina became a major battleground. This heritage indelibly marks the state to this day. Needless to say, the Daughters of the American Revolution are an important institution here. Prominent Revolutionary War landmarks are featured throughout the scenic drives in this book.


The period between 1783 and 1860 is the antebellum period of fine mansions, prosperous plantations, and blooming magnolias. When the Old South is caricatured, this is the time that is brought to mind. Rhett Butler, of course, was from South Carolina, as were many real-life counterparts. Our scenic drives feature numerous homes, churches, and public buildings constructed in antebellum days.


The Civil War lasted only from 1861 until 1865, but, for some, this four-year period dominates our past. John C. Calhoun and other South Carolinians were among the staunchest defenders of the rights of states to allow slavery, and, in December 1860, South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union, eventually joining ten other states in forming the Confederate States of America.


The first shots of the Civil War were fired in Charleston Harbor in April 1861, as Confederate troops on Morris and Sullivan’s Islands bombarded Fort Sumter, still occupied by Federal forces. Naval and land skirmishes raged along the state’s coast throughout the wartime period, and Union General Sherman brought the war tragically home to South Carolinians in the winter of 1865 with his burning and pillaging rampage through the middle of the state, climaxing with the torching of Columbia, the state’s capital city.


A number of significant Civil War–era sites are included among our drives, and Confederate memorial monuments are located in virtually every county seat in the state. Like the DAR, the Sons of Confederate Veterans are quite in evidence, and the display of the Confederate flag continues to arouse extreme positive and negative emotions to this day.


Reconstruction, the period of Federal troop occupation from 1865 until 1877, was a period of equality and advancement for African Americans unmatched until the latter portion of the 20th century. African Americans voted in large numbers, and African-American jurists, local officials, state legislators, and congressmen took office. Nevertheless, generations of South Carolina children later grew up being taught that this was a period of unmitigated horror ended only by the eventual disenfranchisement of African Americans, who made up the majority of the population of South Carolina until out-migration shifted the balance by the end of the 1930s.


It has taken South Carolina almost a century and a half to recover economically from the Civil War disaster. The state went from being very wealthy to extremely poor during the course of the war. The end of the slave labor economy, the shift in importance of industrial strength over agricultural strength, and the physical, human, educational, and political devastation caused by the war itself created a financial hole from which the state has only recently emerged.


In many ways, South Carolina’s post-Reconstruction period lasted from 1878 until 1954, when the civil rights movement got under way in full force. Politics and economics became largely local. Small towns emerged as places for farmers to market their produce and buy their necessary wares from local merchants. Small banks arose in the towns, and artisans, lawyers, physicians, and others lived in settlements to provide their services to surrounding communities. Typically, the more important towns were located along railways and at significant crossroads, as access to navigable rivers gradually became less important. In the hilly upper part of the state, industrialists built textile mills beside fast flowing rivers, and towns frequently grew up around the mills.


In the 20 years following withdrawal of Federal troops in 1879, white South Carolinians gradually eroded the political and economic power of African Americans, almost totally disenfranchising them by the turn of the century. Whites gained more prosperity than blacks, but lagged far behind the rest of the country. The Great Depression that hit the rest of the country in the 1930s ravaged the already poor, farm-based South Carolina economy beginning in the 1920s, when boll weevils ravaged cotton fields. Those at the bottom of the economic and political heap, African Americans, began heading north in large numbers, enough so that by the 1940s, whites outnumbered blacks in South Carolina for the first time in more than 200 years.


To some extent, the Old South that you see along our scenic drives is the South Carolina of this post-Reconstruction period. This is the South Carolina of small towns, small farms, small churches, small stores, large concentrations of African Americans and whites living interspersed “out in the country,” and unspoiled scenic beauty. It is a land of people living close to the land, of people whose parents, grandparents, and grandparents’ grandparents chose to stay in communities where they grew up. It is not a land of huge wealth, but it is a land of considerable satisfaction with the way things are.


South Carolina’s civil rights movement era was at its height from 1954, when a Clarendon County lawsuit resulted in the Supreme Court ruling to end school segregation, until 1972, when schools were finally fully integrated and African Americans, empowered by the federal Voting Rights Act, began to make their impact at the polls felt, on behalf of both black and white candidates who were sympathetic to their aspirations. A little church where Clarendon County African American parents met and organized in the early 1950s is featured on the Wateree Basin Scenic Drive.


The time frame since 1972 is the state’s New South period. This has been a period of rapid economic growth, educational advancement, industrialization, and tourism development. Although here, as elsewhere, there is much yet to be done, race relations and the economic, social, and political status of African Americans have taken a quantum leap forward.


Hopefully, development of South Carolina will continue to progress without diminution of the natural resources, historic character, and rural charm that make the Palmetto State such a special place.


Public Lands


South Carolina’s public lands are controlled by a variety of federal, state, and local entities, which have different rules for public access and use.


State parks are under the management of the South Carolina State Park Service, a division of the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation, and Tourism. A few offer access at no charge, but there are small entrance fees for most. Annual passes, which provide unlimited admittance to all 47 parks, are available.


Some parks that preserve important historic features are called State Historic Sites (for example, Oconee Station and Hampton Plantation). Parks with outstanding natural features are deemed State Natural Areas (Keowee-Toxaway and Woods Bay). A majority of facilities belonging to the State Park Service fall into three remaining categories: traditional parks (such as Table Rock), regional parks (Colleton), and outdoor recreation parks (Calhoun Falls).


Wildlife management areas (WMAs) and heritage preserves are under the jurisdiction of the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources. WMAs are managed for hunting, and WMA visitors are advised to visit websites indicated in our book in order to learn the hunting seasons, especially the periods for deer hunting in autumn. Hunting seasons vary significantly in different game zones throughout the state.


Heritage preserves are managed to preserve unique habitats, often protecting endangered plant or nongame animal species. However, hunting for game animals is allowed in some preserve areas. Both WMAs and heritage preserves are sometimes closed to public access in order to protect wildlife during sensitive seasons. There are no fees for admission to these properties.


South Carolina owns three state forests, managed for a variety of uses by the South Carolina Forestry Commission. They charge no admission fees and offer miles of pleasant driving, hiking, and mountain biking.


National forests are managed by the US Forest Service, a unit of the US Department of Agriculture, for multipurpose use, including timber harvest and recreation of various types. In South Carolina, there are two national forests, Francis Marion and Sumter. Sumter, located in the upper portion of the state, is composed of three diverse and geographically separate units: Long Cane Ranger District and Enoree/Tyger Ranger District in the piedmont, and Andrew Pickens Ranger District in the mountains. There are no admission fees.


South Carolina has one national park and five smaller units of the National Park System called national monuments and National Historic Sites, and our drives take you to all of them. None of these sites charge an admission fee. These are managed by the US National Park Service, a unit of the US Department of the Interior.


National wildlife refuges, operated by the US Fish and Wildlife Service of the Department of the Interior, are primarily managed as wildlife habitat, particularly for migratory birds. Six national wildlife refuges are in South Carolina. There are no charges for admission to the refuges, but access is sometimes restricted because of wildlife breeding seasons.


Seasons & Weather


The climate in South Carolina is ideal for sightseeing. Winters are mild, and spring and autumn are glorious. Some summer days can be uncomfortably warm, but that is why virtually all vehicles in the state have air-conditioning.


In summer, visitors often say, “It’s not the heat, it’s the humidity.” Actually, it is both the heat and the humidity. However, frequent rains (often in the form of spectacular afternoon thunderstorms) cool things off and make summers pleasing for recreation. Summer temperatures range from average highs and lows of 84 degrees and 62 degrees Fahrenheit in the mountains to 91 degrees and 70 degrees Fahrenheit in the midlands. Because of invigorating sea breezes, the coast, with average highs and lows of 88 and 70 degrees, is slightly cooler than the midlands in the summer.


Apart from midsummer, South Carolina weather is very temperate. The long, delightful spring and autumn seasons make these times excellent for scenic driving.


Average high and low temperatures during the short winter period range from 51 and 28 degrees Fahrenheit in the mountains to 61 and 49 degrees along the seacoast, and many of the best sightseeing opportunities are in winter. In the mountains and other deciduous forest zones, scenic vistas are at their peak in winter, and winter along the mild-weather coast generally means no insect problems, no heat difficulties, low forest undergrowth, and high opportunity to view birds and other forms of wildlife. Winter, along with late fall and early spring, is the best time to travel the coastal plain.


The state’s moderate rainfall (about 49 inches annually) is distributed fairly evenly geographically and seasonally.


Highway & Road Designations


Highway and road designations are important and can sometimes be a little confusing. In this guide, our maps and directions indicate six basic types of roadways.


Interstate highways are written as I-26, I-95, and so on. The state is crisscrossed by five interstate highways: 20, 26, 77, 85, and 95. They are shown on our maps with the familiar interstate highway roadside shield symbol.


The older United States highway system is indicated on maps by the familiar roadside badge-shaped symbol in use on road signs across the country. These roads are identified as US 17, US 401, and so on. Sometimes, when the particular highway segment runs concurrently with a town or city street, or otherwise has a formal name, the name is shown behind a slash after the numeric designation, or vice versa.


South Carolina highways are state-maintained primary highways marked on roadways by signs displaying the highway number in blue against a white background, with a miniature outline of the state at the top. In the maps in this book, however, these roads are indicated by a number inside a circle. These highways are identified with “SC” followed by the route number. As is the case with other highways, these roads are sometimes co-identified with a name.


Secondary roads are nonfederal roads other than the primary highways in one of the above-indicated classifications. They usually have no roadside highway markers other than road signs at intersections. To find the number of a secondary road, look above any stop sign you encounter. A black horizontal sign should be there, emblazoned with a combination of white letters and numbers. For example, if you are traveling to Lower Whitewater Falls, you might find yourself on a road designated S-37-413, or SR-37-413. The 37 refers to the county (in this case, Oconee), and 413 is the road number. In our book, this road is designated as S-37-413, regardless of whether the prefix on the sign is S or SR.


As a result of the statewide 911 addressing effort, these roads now have written names as well, and these name signs, usually green, are often more prominent than the smaller black numeric signs. Secondary roads are indicated on our maps with unenclosed numbers. Almost all are paved, and the few exceptions are noted in the text.


Keep in mind that secondary road designations often change from county to county. For example, Key Bridge Road on Scenic Drive 4 changes numerical designation at Key Bridge, because Turkey Creek, which the bridge spans, is also the boundary between Edgefield and McCormick Counties. Key Bridge Road is S-33-227 north of the bridge and S-19-68 south of the bridge. Thus, do not be surprised at occasional sudden changes in secondary road nomenclature. Written names of roads may change without the numeric designations changing, and vice versa.


USDA Forest Service roads in national forests are identified by “FR” followed by the road number. Typically composed of improved gravel or dirt, but often paved, these are shown on our maps with unenclosed numbers and names where they are available.


Town and city streets that do not have numerical designations are indicated with names only.


Scenic Drive Descriptions & Related Information


Each drive description contains a standard set of information about the Scenic Drive.


General Description: A brief description of the drive and its highlights.


Special Attractions: Noteworthy places you will see along the way, or which are located nearby.


Location: A short description of where in South Carolina the drive route is located. This description complements the locator map on page x.


Travel Season: In South Carolina, every route can be enjoyed in every season. However, we provide inklings of seasons that are most appealing.


Services: This item provides information on area towns in which travelers may find conventional hotels and motels, restaurants, grocery stores, automobile care, medical facilities, and other goods and services they may need.


The Drive: The heart of each Scenic Drive presentation is a narrative description of what you can expect to see along the way and background information on areas and places, along with photographs and a detailed route map. We include as many street addresses as possible in order to make your ride GPS friendly.


For More Information: At the end of each Scenic Drive is a section providing website and other information for Attractions, Camping, Neat Lodging, Tours and Nature-Based Services, and Restaurants and Shops.


At the end of the book is the appendix section including: Helpful Organizations, with contact listings for public and private organizations that can provide additional information, and Bibliography & Further Reading, our annotated list of reading materials.


Enjoy


South Carolina is a great place to visit and a great place to live. We hope you have as much fun using this book to explore the nooks and crannies of the Palmetto State’s highways and byways as we did in compiling the information contained herein.
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Blue Ridge Mountains


Walhalla to Whitewater Falls





General Description: A spectacular 75-mile drive through forests, around and over mountains, and across rivers and gorges, offering majestic vistas and cool, idyllic resting spots. There are several opportunities to stretch your legs and visit waterfalls or follow mountain streams.


Special Attractions: Historic Walhalla, Stumphouse Tunnel Park and Issaqueena Falls, Chattooga National Wild and Scenic River and Chattooga and Foothills Trails, King Creek Falls, Spoonauger Falls and Burrells Ford Recreation Area, Winding Stairs and Big Bend Trails, Cherry Hill Recreation Area, Lake Issaqueena, Lower and Upper Whitewater Falls, Bad Creek Reservoir, Lake Jocassee, Jocassee Gorges, Oscar Wigington Scenic Byway, Walhalla State Fish Hatchery, Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area, Oconee State Park.


Location: Northwest corner of the state.


Travel Season: All year. The upstate is especially beautiful in the spring when it is covered in wildflowers and in the fall when the trees are aflame in yellow, orange, and red foliage. Winter is good for distant vistas, and summers are shady and pleasantly mild. The area offers good birding opportunities for spring and fall migrants and forest birds. Each spring, Walhalla hosts the Oconee County Cultural Festival, celebrating Scottish, Native American, German, and other heritages, and nearby Seneca holds a Spring Heritage Festival. In Sept, Westminster has an Apple Festival, and Walhalla hosts Oktoberfest in Oct.


Services: Walhalla and Westminster have limited accommodations and services. A full range of motels, restaurants, and other services is available in Seneca and Clemson.


The Drive


You begin in charming, historic Walhalla and then step back in time as you climb past apple orchards and ramshackle buildings into the forests of the southernmost Blue Ridge Mountains, at the bottom of the Appalachian Mountain chain. At Stumphouse Tunnel Park, you see Issaqueena Falls, a breathtaking 100-foot waterfall. Cross the National Wild and Scenic Chattooga River into Georgia and quickly double back into South Carolina by recrossing the stream at Burrells Ford, hub of some of the state’s most attractive hiking opportunities and site of two nearby spectacular waterfalls.


From Burrells Ford, you twist and turn through miles of forests and streams before emerging at Lake Issaqueena and heading northward and upward to Bad Creek Reservoir, the Whitewater River and Lower Whitewater Falls, Coon Creek Branch Natural Area, Jocassee Gorges, and Lake Jocassee. Then you step into North Carolina to view the spectacular Upper Whitewater Falls, before heading back south along winding scenic Wigington Scenic Byway, stopping at the Walhalla Fish Hatchery before finishing at lovely Oconee State Park.
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Walhalla to Stumphouse Mountain


Begin at the corner of SC 28/East Main Street and John Street in downtown Walhalla, an attractive little town settled in 1850 by the German Colonization Society from Charleston. Nestled at the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, its name derives from a Norse mythology term meaning “Garden of the Gods,” a place for fallen warriors to spend eternity as reward for their valor. Walhalla features a traditional mid-20th-century main street lined with monuments, 19th-century churches, and stately old homes. The small downtown shopping district is rich in antiques, pottery, jewelry, baskets, and crafts, and hosts pleasant eateries.


Head northwest in the downtown shopping area 0.4 mile on East Main Street/SC 28 West/Highlands Highway.


If you’d like to visit a working farm that grows broomcorn, popcorn, and peanuts and raises angora goats and rabbits, where you can try your hand at shearing, making a broom, or picking seeds, after 0.4 mile on Main Street/SC 28, turn left onto South College Street/SC 183 toward Westminster. Go 0.9 mile and turn right on Flat Rock Road/S-37-241. Bear right at the fork, go 0.2 mile, cross Creek Bridge, and New Hope Farm and Gardens (343 Flat Rock Rd., Walhalla) is on your left after 1.1 miles. Activities are seasonal, so be sure to call ahead at (864) 718-8365.


Just after College Street, turn left (south), onto Browns Square Drive to visit the Oconee Heritage Center (123 Browns Square Dr.). Housed in an old tobacco warehouse (1892), the facility provides exhibitions and educational programs relating to the history of Oconee County, including the history of Native Americans, railroads, agriculture, and manufacturing. The Heritage Center is open Tues, Thurs, and Fri from noon to 5 p.m. and Sat from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.


Exit the center by crossing South Tugaloo Street and heading west onto Short Street. On your left is the Museum of the Cherokee, featuring the history of the Cherokee Indians in Oconee County and upstate.


Next on your left is the Keowee Courier Building (1849) at 50 Short St. The Oconee Heritage Center recently acquired this historic structure from the City of Walhalla and plans to open a museum highlighting community newspapers. The Keowee Courier, a weekly newspaper, has been in continuous publication since 1849.


To your right is the Oconee County Courthouse (205 W. Main St.) and Patriot’s Hall Oconee Veterans Museum (13 Short St.), housed in the “Old Rock Building” (1933). Exhibits highlight the contributions that Oconee County war veterans and others have made in serving their country. The museum is open on Sat from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and admission is free of charge.


Continue to the intersection with South Church Street. Directly ahead is Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and its cemetery (301 W. Main St.), begun in 1859 and dedicated in 1861. The town clock is located in the steeple of this attractive, white wooden church with vaulted ceilings. An obelisk dedicated to the original German settler leaders rises in the median across from the church.


Turn right (north) on South Church Street and then left (west) onto West Main Street. As you head north out of town, you pass pretty old homes and begin a long, winding uphill drive. In the fall, numerous roadside stands selling apples and apple cider, as well as boiled peanuts, line the highway. Climb almost 6 miles into the hills and enjoy distant vistas to the east and west.


After about 4.5 miles, you enter the Andrew Pickens Ranger District of Sumter National Forest. (General Andrew Pickens was a Revolutionary War hero in South Carolina’s upcountry; General Thomas Sumter led Patriot troops in the Midlands.) Also stretching from the town of Walhalla to Stumphouse Mountain is the Stumphouse Youth Wildlife Management Area, which includes Stumphouse Mountain Heritage Preserve (Issaqueena Falls, the railroad tunnel, and the nearby forested mountains covering 442 acres) and an additional 440 acres acquired by the City of Walhalla, much of which is held in trust or under conservation easements.


The entrance to Stumphouse Tunnel Park is a mile farther, on your right (east), immediately after the Yellow Branch Picnic Area on your left (west) on Yellow Branch Road. Turn into the park on S-37-226/Stumphouse Tunnel Road (Walhalla). Ease your way down about a half mile around hairpin curves into a gully, and along a roadway framed with dark, overhanging mountain laurel and dogwoods.


Turn right into the Issaqueena Falls parking area. Explore the beautiful 100-foot cascade by hiking a short distance down a pathway to the foot of the falls. Legend says that Issaqueena, a Cherokee woman married to an Englishman and subsequently captured by her countrymen, escaped and, in her flight, leapt over a precipice near the top of the falls. She eluded capture by hiding under an overhang now visible from the trail. The 6.5-mile Blue Ridge Railroad Historical Trail starts just above Issaqueena Falls, on the other side of a footbridge across Cane Creek. A few picnic tables are located on this side of the park. Exit the parking area. Straight ahead 0.1 mile is a picnic area and gazebo on a small pond.


Turn right onto the paved road and travel 0.1 mile to see the Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel, where the ill-fated Blue Ridge Railroad ended in this area. It was a grand dream of South Carolina statesman John C. Calhoun, who was a member of the original surveying team. The idea was to link the port of Charleston with the farms and burgeoning cities of the Midwest. The Civil War intervened, and the railroad was never completed. Its greatest monument, Stumphouse Mountain Tunnel (which wasn’t completed either), can be explored if you are not afraid of the dark.
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Laurels and dogwoods lead travelers down Stumphouse Tunnel Road, to an enchanting waterfall and foreboding tunnel. PHOTO BY PATRICIA PIERCE.


This area has great natural variety. Trees include oak (mainly chestnut and chinquapin), maple, pignut hickory, tulip poplar, sassafras, pine, black walnut, locust, piedmont rhododendron, mountain laurel, dogwood, and sourwood. Trailing wild muscadine, arbutus, elderberries, asters, wild hydrangea, Indian pink, honeysuckle, nettles, and snakeroot are under the trees. Birds you may see include red-eyed and blue-headed vireos, tufted titmice, warblers (black-throated green, hooded, Blackburnian, black-and-white, and worm-eating varieties), ovenbirds, American redstarts, and Acadian flycatchers. Visitors are welcome at the park from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. Admission is free.


Stumphouse Mountain to Burrells Ford


Exit Stumphouse Tunnel Park and turn right (north) on SC 28 West/Highlands Highway/SC 107 North. After 2.5 miles, SC 107 forks right (northeast). Bear left (northwest) toward Mountain Rest and Highlands. Continue to climb past wooded hills and ravines. About 2.5 miles farther, pass through Mountain Rest, a tiny community of neat cottages and a few shops on the shores of Lake Leroy to your right. On the north side of town, the ascent is steeper as you wind up a ridge before beginning a slow descent into the Chattooga River basin about 4 miles along the way.


The SC 28 River Access Road to Section Two of the federally protected National Wild and Scenic Chattooga River is on your left 4.5 miles past Mountain Rest. Pull in here and go 0.1 mile to a paved parking area. You can walk down to see this calm section of the river, below West Fork and above Long Bottom Ford. Backtrack to Highlands Highway and turn left (northwest).


The old Russell Farmstead is a half mile past the Chattooga River Access on your left. The main house, once used as an inn for mountain wayfarers in the late 1800s and early 1900s, is long gone, but there is evidence of its remains. Some outbuildings are still about, including a cool, enchanting springhouse on a gurgling creek, which, in effect, served as the refrigerator for the old complex. This is a great place to stroll through quiet fields and woods.


Almost a mile farther up the road is Russell Bridge, connecting South Carolina and Georgia over the Chattooga River. A parking lot on your right (east) just before the bridge offers an access point for fly fishers looking for mountain trout, as well as the Chattooga Trail, which heads northward on the South Carolina side of the river for 15 miles. On the Georgia side of the stream, the trail continues downriver for 20 more miles.


The Chattooga is a white-water river containing a large number of Class 3, 4, and 5 rapids that are extremely popular with rafters and kayakers from the Russell Bridge southward. Boats are banned upstream from the bridge. Much of the movie Deliverance, based on South Carolinian James Dickey’s novel of the same name, was filmed on the portion of the river below the Russell Bridge.


Cross over the bridge into Rabun County, Georgia, and the Chattahoochee National Forest. A turnout with good views is on the Georgia side, on your right. Look for the second dirt and gravel roadway, Burrells Ford Road/FR 646, 0.4 mile beyond the turnout. Turn right (northeast) and follow Burrells Ford Road for 9.5 miles. This route takes you through thickly forested hillsides and ravines, past Carrol Mountain on your left and Mose, Oakey Top, and Rand Mountains on your right. At Persimmon Gap, you join Reed Creek and then Hedden Creek as you continue north for another mile before arriving at a junction at Carey Gap.


Bear right (east) here to continue to Burrells Ford, a mile away. Bee Bait Mountain rises to your left. After a little more than 5 miles, cross a rustic bridge that takes you eastward over the Chattooga River at Burrells Ford Recreation Area, back into South Carolina and the Sumter National Forest along Burrells Ford Road/FR 708. The river is usually peaceful on this stretch. Park along the roadside to look around.


The Chattooga Trail runs north and south from this point, and this is the best place to access it. A wild, rushing river, crashing waterfalls, coves lush with mountain laurel, and brilliant wildflowers make the Chattooga Trail a favorite of hikers who, because boating and rafting are banned along this stretch, share their delights only with other hikers and occasional fly casters. The trail follows the edge of the Chattooga River, often along the banks of the river and sometimes high up on bluffs. The mountains and cliffs of the Georgia side of the river form a scenic backdrop. Hikers ascend and descend frequently as they cross numerous small streams and wind around and through a seemingly endless series of coves and ravines and along mountain ridges.


If you head northward on the Chattooga Trail, you will have opportunities to connect with other beautiful pathways, including the Foothills Trail, East Fork Trail, and Fork Mountain Trail. However, you need only walk about 0.2 mile north to reach a sign indicating that Spoonauger Falls is on a spur 200 yards to the right (east). Take this spur. The trail follows switchbacks up a cascading series of small falls along Spoonauger Creek until it reaches the base of Spoonauger Falls, a spectacular crashing cascade also known, for self-evident reasons, as Rock Cliff Falls.


Continue driving east on Burrells Ford Road/FR 708 for 0.4 mile. The large parking area on your right is an access point for the Foothills Trail, which crosses Burrells Ford Road just east of the parking area, as well as connections to the Chattooga Trail. The Foothills Trail stretches for more than 100 miles south and east from here, and is the premier backpacking experience in South Carolina. A primitive campground is a few hundred yards south, and modest restroom facilities are available at the parking area.


A great short-term experience is to hike southward along the Foothills Trail about a mile, taking a left on a short spur to visit roaring King Creek Falls, which makes a spectacular 70-foot tumble down a steep granite face into a lush gorge smothered in mountain laurel and rhododendron.


Burrells Ford to Whitewater Falls


From the parking lot, drive east uphill on Burrells Ford Road/FR 708 for almost 3 miles past King Creek and Mill and Ridley Mountains on your right to regain pavement and reach SC 107. Turn right (south) on SC 107 and continue 4 miles.


After 1.3 miles, look for the Moody Springs pullover on your right. Artesian well water flows from a pipe jutting from the side of the mountain. Moody was an early settler in the area, and Moody Springs became a favorite stopping point in the 1800s for travelers heading northward to High Hampton in North Carolina.


Continue southward. On your left 0.2 mile farther is Cherry Hill Recreation Area (Cherry Hill Recreation Road/FR 735) and the northwestern trailhead for Winding Stairs Trail, a pleasant, easy 3.5-mile jaunt. On your right is the trailhead for Big Bend Trail, which takes hikers 3.2 miles to crashing Big Bend Falls on the Chattooga River, as well as connections with the Chattooga and Foothills Trails.


Drive south 2.5 more weaving miles, passing old homes, beautiful wildflowers, mixed forest, and Crane and Morton Mountains before turning left (east) onto FR 10/Cheohee Road/Winding Stairs Road. The Foothills Trail crosses the highway here, leading from the Chattooga River on the west past Dodge Mountain southward to Oconee State Park. FR 710/Cheohee Road/Winding Stairs Road is paved for only a short distance before giving way to dirt and gravel.


This lovely 4-mile drive winds almost as much as the Winding Stairs Trail, which zigzags on an old roadbed to the north of FR 710. Head downward through rich vegetation of mountain laurel and rhododendron thickets, dogwoods, hardwoods, ferns, and wildflowers. Pass around, over, and through numerous gulches, ravines, and ridges. In the winter great vistas reveal themselves and you can see for many miles. Autumn offers wonderful color, and spring and summer serve up lush flora.


The road follows and crosses Wash Branch in a long gulch as you slow down for hairpin turns while enjoying the shade of trees extending their long branches over the road. At about 3.2 miles, cross a small brook and reach the southern trailhead of Winding Stairs Trail on the left. Immediately cross the West Fork of Townes Creek and see large boulders and a series of primitive camping areas on the right. Head uphill for a mile through more scenic forest.


At the stop sign, turn left (south) onto Jumping Branch Road/Cherokee Hills Lake Road. Go 1.3 miles to ride on a curving road around the northern top of Lake Issaqueena with neat waterfront homes on your right and forested mountains to your left. At the next stop sign, turn left (north) onto Cherokee Lake Road and go 1.5 miles.


After 0.3 miles, you’ll see Lake Cheohee Road on your left. For a pretty detour, follow this road northward beside Cranes Creek for a little more than a mile to see the private, romantic Moody Cove community surrounding a sterling, placid body of water.


At the next intersection, turn left (north) onto Cheohee Valley Road/WH 8 and travel a mile to S-37-534/Easy Street. Turn right and drive 1.7 miles to turn left (north) on S-37-57/North Little River Road. Pass charming, steepled Little River Baptist Church, established in 1845, and head downhill across Mill Creek and then uphill through white pines and other fir trees to reach SC 130/Whitewater Falls Road, 2.4 miles from Easy Street.


Turn left (north) on SC 130/Whitewater Falls Road and climb almost 6 miles steeply through forestland dotted with attractive vistas here and there. Turn right (east) into Duke Energy’s Bad Creek Reservoir, with signs pointing toward the Foothills Trail and Whitewater River, on Bad Creek Road. Travel 3.5 miles (northwest) to the Visitors Overlook Parking Area.


Observe on your right Bad Creek Reservoir, a 1,200-foot-high rock-lined bowl of water. At night, when electricity demand is low and power is in maximum supply, water is pumped from Lake Jocassee below to Bad Creek Reservoir above. At peak demand times during daytime hours, the reservoir water is released by Duke Energy through hydroelectric turbines to produce electricity when it is most needed. There is no public access to the reservoir itself.


After 2 miles, you come to a left turn (north), where signs point to Muster Ground Road and an access point for the Foothills Trail, the Jocassee Gorges Wildlife Management Area, and Lower Whitewater Falls. A parking lot with small restrooms is a few yards down Muster Ground Road. From here, you can walk 0.6 mile over a ridge to the Whitewater River and several hiking options. Two bridges offer a good view of the Whitewater, an unusually clear and pristine stream with native populations of rainbow and brown trout, unusual for South Carolina streams, which normally rely on stocking with hatchery-reared fish.


Continue east on Bad Creek Road for another 1.5 miles, enjoying enticing views of mountains and valleys. Pull into Visitors Outlook and stroll under shade trees in the viewing area surrounding the parking lot. To your east and north is a deep, blue-green arm of Lake Jocassee, and a peninsula jutting from the Jocassee Gorges area. On clear days, a distant view of Lower Whitewater Falls is possible. To the south is the larger body of Lake Jocassee.


Return to SC 130, turn right (north), and travel a half mile, crossing the North Carolina state line and immediately turning right (east) into the parking lot for Upper Whitewater Falls in the Nantahala National Forest. Park and walk a half mile to a spectacular overlook of the 411-foot Upper Falls. The walkway is paved and handicapped accessible. Steps (154) allow you to go downward for vistas that are even more dramatic. If you continue farther downward, you will reach the Foothills Trail, leading southward and across a suspension bridge to the Bad Creek area, and westward toward the Chattooga River. The parking area has picnic areas, restrooms, and water fountains. This national forest facility is open from dawn to dusk daily.


Whitewater Falls to Oconee State Park


Exit the parking area, turn left (south), pass a spot where the Foothills Trail crosses the highway, and head downhill back into South Carolina. After 1.2 miles, turn right (west) onto S-37-413 toward SC 107, and enjoy the Wigington Scenic Byway, which stretches from this point to Oconee State Park, 15 miles away and 1,300 feet lower.


Along this 2.2-mile segment of S-37-413, you are treated to views of mountains and forestlands, and great distant vistas of lakes and lowlands.


When you reach the stop sign at SC 107, consider turning right (north) to drive 0.2 mile to stop at Sloan Bridge Picnic Area. This is the site of the northeastern trailhead for the Fork Mountain Trail, as well as another access point for the Foothills Trail, which heads both east and south from here.


From the intersection of S-37-413 and SC 107, turn left (south) toward Walhalla. Drive 2.3 scenic miles downhill, and turn right (west) onto S-37-325/Fish Hatchery Road. The parking lot of the Walhalla State Fish Hatchery (198 Fish Hatchery Rd./SC 107 North, Mountain Rest) is 1.5 miles farther down a shady, curving mountain road.


Formerly a federal facility built by the Works Progress Administration and Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, it is now operated by the South Carolina Department of Natural Resources and open to the public generally from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily, including weekends. More than 250,000 rainbow, brown, and brook trout are raised here and released annually into streams in the upper part of the state. In addition to the large outdoor tanks where the growing fish can be seen, visitors can view an interpretive display.


The picnic area offers many spots to relax in the shade of giant hemlocks and white pines, and to play in the shallows of the East Fork of the Chattooga River. Offering handicapped access for fishing in the stream, the area is a great spot for bird-watching. Broad-winged hawks, pileated woodpeckers, great crested flycatchers, eastern wood pewees, wood thrushes, red-eyed vireos, warblers, blue jays, bluebirds, cardinals, and Carolina chickadees are among the numerous feathered friends seen here.


The fish hatchery is also the northeastern trailhead for the East Fork Trail, which leads 2.5 miles to the banks of the Chattooga River through a lush, fertile gorge filled with unusually large white pines, along with hemlocks, mountain laurels, winterberries, and sweet pepperbushes. The trail is often smothered in rhododendrons and also features maples, oaks, hickories, tulip poplars, yellow birches, Fraser magnolias, hollies, and dogwoods. The East Fork is a large, swift, rocky stream that dances over rocks and around boulders along the south side of the pathway throughout the length of the trail.


Except for short distances at the two ends of the trail, the entire length of the East Fork Trail lies within the southernmost region of Ellicott Rock Wilderness Area, a pristine 9,012-acre preserve on national forest lands closed to logging, vehicles, and activities that disturb the natural state of the area.


Exit Fish Hatchery Road and turn right to resume your trip southward on SC 107. There are scenic outlooks and picnic areas, along with a few rustic structures and a deer viewing area, as you wind your way downward, passing Burrells Ford, Moody Springs, Cherry Hill Recreation Area, and Winding Stairs Road before arriving at the rhododendron-framed entrance to Oconee State Park, 9.3 miles south.


Turn left (east) onto State Park Road to visit Oconee State Park (624 State Park Rd., Mountain Rest), your final destination. Created in the 1930s, this park and its rustic facilities bear the stamp of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC), President Franklin Roosevelt’s Depression-era army of public works builders. At 1,165 acres, the park encloses two mountain lakes. Although the park landscape is not conspicuously mountainous, its lovely rolling terrain makes for surprisingly challenging hiking, and if you don’t want to walk around, you can still enjoy circling through the park’s interlacing roadways. The facility also features lake swimming, paddle and pedal boat rentals, and an archery range.


Hiking is delightful, as Oconee State Park offers five trail opportunities, each with its own special attractions. Oconee and Old Waterwheel Trails are about 2.5 miles each and entirely contained within the park, while Tamassee Knob Trail and Hidden Falls Trail are each 2 miles one-way and extend beyond the park’s boundaries. Finally, Oconee State Park is the western terminus for the Foothills Trail, which extends more than 100 miles to Table Rock and Caesars Head.


Oconee State Park charges a small admission fee and is open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. Sun through Thurs and from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Fri and Sat during cold weather months. Hours are extended to 9 p.m. daily during daylight saving time.


For More Information


Attractions: Oconee Heritage Center, www.oconeeheritagecenter.org; Patriot’s Hall Oconee Veterans Museum, www.oconeeveteransmuseum.org; Andrew Pickens Ranger District, Sumter National Forest, www.fs.fed.us/r8/fms/sumter; Foothills Trail Conference, www.foothillstrail.org; Oconee State Park and Oconee Station State Historic Site, www.southcarolinaparks.com; Stumphouse Mountain, Brasstown Creek, and Buzzard Roost Heritage Preserves, Walhalla Fish Hatchery, www.dnr.sc.gov/mlands/lookup; Pendleton District Agricultural Museum, www.pendleton-district.org.


Camping: Chau Ram County Park, (864) 888-1488, www.oconeecountry.com/chaurampark.html; Mile Creek County Park, (864) 868-2196, www.co.pickens.sc.us/parks; Cherry Hill Recreation Area and Whetstone Horse Camp, Sumter National Forest, (864) 638-9568, www.fs.fed.us/r8/fms/sumter; Devils Fork (864) 944-2639, Keowee-Toxaway (864) 868-2605, Oconee (864) 638-5353, and Table Rock (864) 878-9813 State Parks, all at www.southcarolinaparks.com. For commercial campgrounds, search Greenville Area at www.discoversouthcarolina.com/lodging/camps-rv-parks.


Neat Lodging: Cabins are available at Devils Fork, Keowee-Toxaway, Oconee, and Table Rock State Parks, www.southcarolinaparks.com. For bed-and-breakfast and other interesting accommodations in the Walhalla, Westminster, Pendleton, and Salem areas, check the following: www.southcarolinabedandbreakfast.com; www.discoversouthcarolina.com/lodging/b-b-historical-inns; www.bedandbreakfast.com/south-carolina.html.


Tours and Nature-Based Services: Nantahala Outdoor Center, (888) 905-7238, www.noc.com; Wildwater Ltd., (866) 319-8870, www.wildwaterrafting.com.


Restaurants and Shops: Walhalla, Westminster, and Seneca have a nice array of antique and craft shops, as well as downtown eateries. For fresh produce try the Produce Patch: 101 S. Ann St., Walhalla, (864) 638-9800. In Mountain Rest, Carver Orchards: 55198 Highlands Hwy., (864) 557-2715; and Bryson’s U-Pick Apple Orchard: 1011 Chattooga Ridge Rd., (864) 647-9427. Check out www.walhalla.com, www.westminstersc.com, www.ramcatalleysc.com, and www.oconeecountry.com.
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Mountain Bridge Natural Area


Keowee-Toxaway to Jones Gap





General Description: This 85-mile drive takes travelers through the Mountain Bridge Natural Area and up and down the Blue Ridge Escarpment. A long precipice at the southern edge of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the escarpment was aptly named “The Blue Wall” by the Cherokee Indians. Along the way are spectacular views, mountain lakes, and the highest mountain peak in South Carolina.


Special Attractions: Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area, Lake Keowee, Cherokee Interpretive Center, Eastatoe Creek, Reedy Cove Falls, Sassafras Mountain, Jocassee Gorges, Table Rock State Park, Lakes Oolenoy and Pinnacle, Cherokee Foothills Visitor Center, Bald Rock Heritage Preserve, Caesars Head State Park, Symmes Chapel/Pretty Place, South and Middle Saluda Rivers, Jones Gap State Park.


Location: Northwest corner of the state.


Travel Season: All year. The upstate is especially beautiful in the spring when it is covered in wildflowers and in the fall when the trees are aflame in yellow, orange, and red foliage. Pickens County hosts festivals throughout the year beginning with its Azalea Festival in Apr, a Blue Ridge Fest in May, an Independence Day celebration in July, Hillbilly Days Festival in Aug, Heritage Day at Hagood Mill in Sept, a Pumpkin Festival in Oct, and a Christmas Tree Lighting Tour and Old Fashioned Christmas Pageant in Dec.


Services: Full accommodations and other services are available in Pickens, Easley, and Greenville.


The Drive


This ride takes you through the forested peaks and valleys of one of the most varied ecosystems in the eastern United States. You will be amazed and delighted with the variety of flora, fauna, and diverse wildlife, as well as the striking views at Caesars Head Lookout and Pretty Place, and the 360-degree panorama atop Sassafras Mountain. This area is home to two of the four National Wild and Scenic Rivers in the southeastern United States, Chattooga and Horsepasture, as well as more than 50 white-water waterfalls, some of which are the most spectacular in this part of the country, including Whitewater Falls, Laurel Creek Falls, Reedy Cove Falls, Toxaway Falls, Raven Cliff Falls, and Rainbow Falls.


Begin at Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area and then ride through the enchanting Eastatoe Valley before heading up curving roadways to reach the top of Sassafras Mountain, the highest peak in South Carolina. Take a peek at Laurel Valley before heading back down the mountain and traveling over rolling hills to see spectacular views of bald Table Rock, Pinnacle, and Caesars Head Mountains. Next wind your way up the Blue Ridge Escarpment to visit Caesars Head State Park, which combines with Jones Gap State Park to form the bulk of the 10,000-acre Mountain Bridge Natural Area, and meander along the North Carolina state line to visit the idyllic Symmes Chapel at Pretty Place. You end in the cool, rustic river valley of Jones Gap.
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Much of this upstate area has been carefully preserved through state, federal, and private initiatives, so future generations can continue to enjoy its pristine state, although there continue to be new developments here. In addition to state parks and several smaller heritage preserves and wildlife management areas, the state is also the proud owner of 32,000 acres of the Jocassee Gorges, an area of mountains, gorges, rivers, and lakes connecting Sumter National Forest on the Georgia–South Carolina border on its west side with the Mountain Bridge Natural Area on its east flank.


Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Resource Area to Sassafras Mountain


Begin this drive in Keowee-Toxaway State Natural Area (108 Residence Dr., Sunset), which straddles Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway/SC 11 on the east bank of Lake Keowee. Enter the north section of the park on S-39-74/Cabin Road. This side of the 1,000-acre park provides the park’s campgrounds, lake access, and hiking trails. Campers can fish in Lake Keowee and picnic in the shelters. Head down to the shore of Lake Keowee and enjoy spectacular views of beautiful rock outcroppings and the Blue Ridge Mountains.


Rhododendrons, mountain laurel, and other lush mountain vegetation can be found along the streams and trails in the park, which offers the moderate 1.1-mile Natural Bridge Nature Trail and the strenuous 4.2-mile Raven Rock Hiking Trail featuring great overlooks of Lake Keowee.


Next, return to SC 11, turn left (northeast) and drive 0.1 mile before turning right (south) onto S-39-347/Museum Circle to visit the Cherokee Interpretive Center. This facility tells the story of the Cherokee Indians who once roamed this area and the Cherokee Nation capital, Keowee, once beside the Toxaway River and now under lake waters. In the Cherokee language, keowee means “place of the mulberry groves,” and toxaway means “land of no tomahawks.”


The park is open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. during daylight saving time, and from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sat through Thurs and until 8 p.m. on Fri during standard time.


Exit the south section of the park and turn right to head northeast on SC 11 to enjoy a pleasant jaunt along the Cherokee Foothills Scenic Highway. Bootleg, Dug, Pine, Wadokoe, Horse Gap, and Little Rock Mountains are on your left. On your right are Buzzard Roost, Cedar Creek, Rocky Bald, Gilstrap, Big Rock, Pink, Odle, and Mosley Mountains.


After 3.7 miles on SC 11, turn a sharp left (north) onto S-39-143/Roy F. Jones Memorial Highway and go 2.2 miles.


Just after you cross Eastatoe Creek, 1.3 miles along the way, is a turn off to the right where you can park and walk down a path to get a good look at the creek.


Bear right on Granny Gear Road and travel only 0.2 mile. At the next intersection, turn right (northeast) on S-39-100/Cleo Chapman Highway to travel 3 miles along the west bank of Eastatoe Creek. Old tin-roofed mountain houses, forests, cabins, Eastatoe Baptist Church, horses grazing in green fields, and rolling hills decorate this idyllic valley.


When Cleo Chapman Highway heads right, to the east, veer left to continue (north) on S-39-92/Eastatoe Community Road, a dead-end road. Travel almost a mile and turn right (east) onto Water Falls Road, to visit Reedy Cove Falls.


Mountain bungalows and some newer homes are tucked in here and there. Follow Water Falls Road/Holcombe Hollow Road less than a half mile to reach a gravel parking lot. From here, a quarter-mile path northward along Eastatoe Creek leads to the spectacular twin cascades of Reedy Cove Falls, well known as the cover shot on Hiking South Carolina. The falls are accessible from dawn to dusk.


Exit Water Falls Road the way you entered, turn left (south) on S-39-92/Eastatoe Community Road, and return 0.9 mile to the intersection with S-39-100/Cleo Chapman Highway. Turn left (east), cross Eastatoe Creek again, and enjoy the wildflowers, grazing horses, farms, and mountain views that cover quiet Eastatoe Valley.


After 2 miles, you reach an intersection with US 178/Moorefield Memorial Highway. Bob’s Place, a rustic beer joint, sits to your left at the intersection. Turn left and travel 4 winding miles north to reach the Rocky Bottom community, past campgrounds, mountain bungalows, and beautiful Reedy Cove Lake. Where US 178 veers left, turn right onto S-39-199/F. Van Clayton Memorial Highway, which goes to the top of Sassafras Mountain.


The drive to the top is almost 5 miles on a roughly paved road through a forest of oaks, white pines, maples, tulip poplars, locusts, black birches, witch hazels, mountain laurels, rhododendrons, and Fraser magnolias. About 1.4 miles along the way is a small parking area on the left with access to the boulder-strewn area of Chimneytop Gap, less than a mile away along the Foothills Trail.


From the parking area just below the mountain summit, step out of your car and stroll a few feet to the peak of Sassafras Mountain; at 3,554 feet above sea level, it is the highest point in South Carolina. Peer through the woods and enjoy magnificent views of the mountains and valleys below, filled with oaks, hickories, and other hardwoods. On a clear day you can see four states at once.


This is a great birding area. You may spot or hear a plethora of warblers, such as black-throated blue, worm-eating, Blackburnian, Swainson’s, and chestnut-sided varieties. Other often-glimpsed birds in this area are ruffed grouse, ravens, dark-eyed juncos, Carolina chickadees, pileated woodpeckers, and solitary vireos.


The mountaintop provides access to three sections of the Foothills Trail. The Gum Gap Segment takes hikers to the Raven Cliff Falls area and US 278, 12 miles eastward. A trail segment heading southeast, leads to the Nature Center at Table Rock State Park, 9.4 miles away, and a pathway heading southwest leads 4.7 miles downward to Laurel Valley.


Sassafras Mountain to Caesars Head


Head back down S-39-199/F. Van Clayton Memorial Highway to the bottom of the mountain, turn right (west) onto US 178/Moorefield Memorial Highway, and travel 0.9 mile to visit another wildlife viewing area, Laurel Valley.

OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.png
Lake Toraviay

Highlands N %
NANTAHALAY s Upper . p
NATIONAL G
( Forest
¢ £LLICOTT RocK
WILDERNESS Bad
CHATTAHOOCHEE i Creek
Spoonanger Resernoir
NATIONAL Tl Burrells Lake
FOREST a__Ford State Fish ok Jocassee
52 G Hatchery oy SO
L Crer SUMTER |
Falls NATIONAL

Cherry Hill
Recreation

CHATTOO0GA
WILD & SCENIC
&5, RIVER

FOREST

N

\«“k\ Lake
o 7
Russell
Farmstead
Oconee
Mountain’ 0 State Park
Rest
AT

SUMTER

NATIONAL
Stumphouse
FOREST A Tunnel Park ;
. 1
s 4
Keowee
o
SOUTH
CAROLINA
-
I4 u
O Blue Ridge Mountain
© 25 5 mi.

Walhalla to Whitewater Falls





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
SCENIC DRIVING

SOUTH CAROLINA

JOHN F. CLARK & PATRICIA A. PIERCE





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_007.png
Atlantic
Ocean

g\
2 Jacksonville

N o . .
® 5% dom South Carolina Overview





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
To buy books in quantity for corporate use
orincentives, call (800) 962-0973
or emall premiums@GlobePequot.com.






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.png
deo sauor 0} AemMexo-2aMa0)y| :ealy |einjeN abplig ulejunop e sz ° @

ws st [}

suopigYor” somooy

)
snnoidia
oD o

0dVD
LNOS

asew
siojoneis

eauy [eimen 23es [
Aemexo)-50mod)|

Z egoieis

byrios sinsa

da
Sal

153404 /_)\m
TVYNOILVYN

43LWNS
TS wonog
AR fopoy
pousiaeLy ©
A
153404
IVNOILYN

WIVHVLINVYN

sped arers
dep sauor

153404
TYNOILYN
HYOS1d






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_006.png
Interstate Highway/ {o5) o
Featured Interstate Highway

U.S. Highway/ {17} 7
Featured U.S. Highway

State Highway/ © 32
Featured State Highway

Paved Road/
Featured Paved Road

Railroad e
River, Creek, or Drainage

Reservoir or Lake

Marsh/Swamp

Waterfall s

Campground

Dam |

Mountain, Peak, or Butte s

Point of Interest a

Small Town o

Large Town

Capital ®

State Line e !
CAROLINA

Park/Forest Boundary SANDHILLS

NWR.

Map Legend





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
travel





