















BASS GUIDE TIPS



Tactics Of Top Fishing Guides


by Larry Larsen


[image: image]




Copyright (c) 1991 by Larry Larsen


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.


ISBN 0-936513-10-1


Library of Congress 90-063531


Published by:


LARSEN’S OUTDOOR PUBLISHING


2640 Elizabeth Place


Lakeland, FL 33813


4 5 6 7 8





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS



I want to thank the guides that I have fished with over the past 30 years, because I have learned from each one. Most were more than willing to share their knowledge and were excellent boat partners. With just a few exceptions, they have been honest, hardworking and excellent fishermen. They are indeed professionals in every sense of the word. I also wish to thank those clients of mine with whom I have shared information and camaraderie.


Thanks also to my friends in the media, those newspaper and magazine columnists and editors who are interested in sharing with their readers information about the BASS SERIES LIBRARY. I appreciate their kind comments. I appreciate the valuable contribution of my wife, Lilliam. Her review, layout and production assistance in developing “Bass Guide Tips” is much appreciated.





PREFACE



“Bass Guide Tips” focuses, as the subtitle says, on the productive tactics of the country’s top fishing guides. Many of the guides mentioned in this book are “trophy specialists” while others are simply “bass guides” who catch lots of largemouth. Often the guides catch trophies one day and huge numbers the next. They are all excellent anglers and professional fishermen who are dedicated to providing the best service to their clientele.


This book, “Bass Guide Tips,” should be a reference source for all anglers, regardless of where they live or their skill level. The “tips” within each chapter are effective methods that will help the reader catch more and larger bass. The proven techniques discussed are applicable to most waters around the country. Many, however, are not widely known in certain parts of the country. The reader should find numerous interesting concepts and ideas within the pages of this book to try the next time he is on the water.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR



For more than 18 years, Larry Larsen has studied and written about all aspects of bass fishing. His previously published books in the Bass Series Library detail highly productive fish catching methods and special techniques. He believes in explaining to readers the latest and very best tactics to find and catch bass anywhere.


Larry Larsen enjoys bass fishing as much as he enjoys writing about it. His angling adventures and research on the black bass have been extensive. He has caught and released numerous bass between five and 12 pounds and has literally traveled the globe to fish for largemouth and the uncommon species of bass. He has fished lakes from Canada to Honduras and from Cuba to Hawaii. He lives on Highland Hills Lake in Central Florida, where his bass boat sits at the dock.


The author is a frequent contributor on bass subjects to Outdoor Life, Sports Afield, and Field & Stream. More than 1,000 of Larsen’s magazine articles have appeared in major outdoor magazines, including Bassin’, North American Fisherman, Bass Fishing, Boat Magazine, Fishing Facts and Petersen’s Fishing. His photography has appeared on the covers of many national publications. Larsen is a member of the Outdoor Writers Association of America (OWAA), the Southeastern Outdoor Press Association (SEOPA), and the Florida Outdoor Writers Association (FOWA).


Larsen has now authored 9 books in the award-winning BASS SERIES LIBRARY, plus a 260-page hard cover book for another publisher. Further information on the author’s BASS SERIES LIBRARY is available at the back of this book. [image: image]




INTRODUCTION


TOP GUIDE ADVICE


NOT ALL GUIDES are secretive. Sure, they may keep the location of their favorite hole from other local anglers, but most are happy to reveal their techniques. “Bass Guide Tips” focuses on the most productive methods of the top bass fishing guides in the country. Some of the guides are professional tournament fishermen, some guide on many waters and others are committed to just one lake. Sometimes, the techniques are regional, but they will usually work in waters all around the country.


“Bass Guide Tips” has been written as an informational guide for outlining specific approaches to catching more and bigger bass. Section I of the book considers Lure and Bait Tactics that many of these top bass guides employ. The section details productive methods for various habitats and conditions typically found in most lakes and rivers. Use of shiners and sunfish are discussed, as well as flippin’, wormin’, jerk baits, vibrating plugs and flies.


Section II covers Condition Tactics and explains how to catch largemouth from moving waters, hot and cold waters and deep waters. When the weather is tough, fishing can be also, but some guides are able to deal with frontal conditions, storms, high winds, etc. Chapters in this section discuss productive tactics for such. There is also a chapter on Brackish Water Tricks. Guides’ observations of nature are presented in the final chapter.


Actually, the “final chapter” is not included within these covers. That is . . . you actually going out and putting this information to good use. The last chapter is reserved for the reader’s big catch!
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SECTION I



LURE & BAIT TACTICS


• Shiner Man’s Secrets


• Jig Flippin’ Advice


• Tips From Wormin’ Country


• “Dead Lure” Counsel


• Rattlin’ Vibrations


• Jerk Bait Strategies


• Sunfish Kite Tricks


• Fly Fishing Prescriptions
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CHAPTER 1



SHINER MAN’S SECRETS


Presentation Tricks and Bait Care


HUGE NATIVE SHINERS are an integral part of the productive methods of many trophy bass guides. Long-time friend Dan Thurmond, of Orange Springs, Florida, is one of the very best big bass guides in that state. He has used a variety of methods to employ the live bait and keep his clients happy. Over the past 12 years or so, they have caught over 400 bass exceeding 10 pounds, according to his detailed logs.


Thurmond and his clientele have also accounted for thousands of largemouth weighing from 6 to 10 pounds, and all were released. Fortunately for future trophy hunters, his clients are required to release the majority of the giants. To find a better opinion on maximizing the use of shiners for big bass, one couldn’t go wrong by contacting Thurmond.


In addition to his full-time guide activities which puts him on the water 300 days a year, he operated a shiner concession for about 10 years. He was involved extensively in the operations of handling the shiners and treating them. Thurmond usually has his boat’s baitwell stocked with native shiners up to 10 inches long for a day’s fishing.


One of Thurmond’s most productive shiner fishing methods takes place around floating vegetation. Today, there are many more floating plant species and communities in lakes across the south. Some are rooted to the shore and grow out over water; others have a tiny roots that hang just below each plant. The latter often drift with the wind until contained, but, even in relatively shallow water, both are home to huge bass. Big bass guides like Thurmond are often anchored in front of a floating weed mass, submarining, or “running,” shiners under the canopies.


[image: image]


Dan Thurmond is a very successful trophy bass guide who use shiners extensively in his fishing. Many of his guide trips take place in the colder months when fishing live bait under the vegetated canopies is the best way to fool a big largemouth.


Thurmond normally moves to the edge of a cove where a mass of water hyacinths are trapped by lily pads or timber in six to eight feet of stained water. He’ll hook large 8-inch shiners through the lower part of the tail section, just behind the anal fin. That allows him to easily guide the bait back under the vegetated canopy. A few tugs on the line makes the shiner swim in the opposite direction.


“You have to swim your shiner back 20 feet from the edge of the cover to get a strike,” Thurmond explains. “If a shiner won’t venture back under the floating cover that far, switch to another.”


Hangups occur, but that goes with the territory, big bass territory. Thurmond’s shiners patrolling the darkened vegetation areas have been responsible for several largemouth between 13 and 15 1/2 pounds. Those are several reasons to try the method on any lake that finds itself covered with a weed canopy this year.
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FIGURE 1 - When using live bait for working under a surface canopy, the successful guide will “run” large shiners 20 to 25 feet back under the f loating cover. That’s where the larger bass will normally hold, and presenting a bait in front of their nose usually results in a strike.


Bait Trolls


Another highly productive trophy hunter’s tactic is trolling giant shiners with the electric motor. Thurmond is an expert at dragging king-sized shiners over any irregular bottom that has submerged brush or vegetation. Bottoms 8 to 20 feet deep are ideal for the method which involves a continually-running electric motor. Minor drops, though hard to detect with some electronics, can hold trophy bass.


Shiners tend to reflect their situation; when near to a lunker bass, they get nervous. Their jittery movements are a good indication of an impending strike, and therein lies a good part of the enjoyment of fooling big bass with the baitfish. Giant bass seem to sense that a fat shiner is restricted in movement and makes an easy meal.


“The baitfish will be perfectly calm as it moves through area after area, until it sees a predator nearby,” a guide told me. “Then, it will go wild trying to escape. That vulnerable state is what the big bass sense. If only our artificials could behave similarly - smoothly gliding along and then, at the right moment, frantically trying to vacate the area - they would catch a lot more big bass.”
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FIGURE 2 - Prime spots in a reservoir to seek out bass with shiners are those where an inundated river channel lies directly below a mass of floating cover. These are the most prominent “contact points” to find migrating bass. Note that not all weed clogged coves will have a definite channel penetrating the darkness beneath the canopy.


The shiners are hooked through both lips and placed about 50 yards behind the boat. Weight, weedless hooks, bobbers and the use of planar boards are options depending on the water characteristics. Many of the big bass guides in southern waters especially are pulling the big baits behind their craft. Trophy largemouth are fooled by these methods year around, but in the winter, the shiner is undoubtedly king of big bass producers in the deep South.
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Dan Thurmond has developed a reputation for catching largemouth on live shiners all year long. For best survival chances, he hooks his baitfish through both lips, unless fishing under a floating form of cover.


Lively Bait


Since lively bait catches more bass than those almost dead, it’s important to keep a close eye on the shiner and prevent it from struggling against weed structures if it becomes entangled. A shiner can wear out quickly if it’s fighting against an entanglement. Thurmond will quickly replace a worn out shiner. The better working shiners will normally move and cover the area as though an angler was repetitively casting a lure. If the baitfish is not continually moving, then it’s probably not going to come across bass quickly.


Naturally, good aeration and good chemicals, such as Shiner Life or Catch and Release, are a necessity when treating the shiner for optimal life and maximum usage. Thurmond uses Catch and Release formula for the bass brought aboard. The chemicals are very important in conserving the baitfish. Shiners in captivity, whether in a live well or commercial bait tank, are under stress. They are hyperactive, which not only increases their metabolism and use of oxygen, but also makes them more prone to injury as they swim into things or try to “jump” out of the confinement.
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FIGURE 3 - Both wind and currents affect the movement of a weed canopy in a natural lake. Current alone will push the floatingplants along until they are caught in an eddy or are moved out of the current (a). Wind (b) will push the masses of vegetation to the windward shore (b), into each and every pocket, cove or opening. The plants (c) are pushed by the wind direction (c).


Commercially available chemicals produced by Jungle Laboratories and other manufacturers have a safe combination of ingredients which will ensure maximum life for the bait. Most contain chemicals which kill bacteria and fungus, stimulate production of the slime coat, and neutralize chlorine and other poisons (heavy metals, etc.) in the water. Some of the better chemicals also have a tranquilizing agent. They are easy to use and cost just pennies a day. The shiners remain healthy and are full of life when they hit the lake.


For those without access to the chemicals, salt and ice can enhance the conservation of shiners. During warm water periods, the baitfish can be iced down to a comfortable 70 degrees. With the reduced oxygen consumption and lower metabolic levels, the bait-fish will last longer. Add ice gradually to slowly bring down the temperature and preclude any chance of “temperature shock”. Use rock salt to alleviate shock possibilities and aid the shiners to maintain proper blood pressure. Ice and salt can be used with the chemicals mentioned above to keep the baitfish frisky and ready to go find a bass.
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FIGURE 4 - A highly productive trophy bass hunter’s tactic is trolling live shiners with the electric motor. Work the baitfish over irregular bottoms in water eight to 20 feet deep for best results.


Catching Your Own


While Thurmond doesn’t catch his own bait, I’ve been with several guides that do. Some even start off the day by catching the bait first and then going fishing. There are two effective ways to catch your own bait. The most productive requires a good quality six or seven foot diameter (minimum) cast net. The other, using a cane pole with small hook and bobber, is the easiest way for a beginner.


Shiners can normally be found on the edge of moss or eel grass, close to moving water. They eat algae, so an area with plenty of it is important to find the large schools. An algae film can be found on eel grass in some of the better areas. In very clear waters, they can be particularly hard to lure near the range of a cast net. According to the expert shiner catchers, the native baitfish can also be more difficult to catch during a full moon than other solunar phases.


Early and late in the day are the most productive times to catch large shiners, but they can be easily caught over chummed and baited holes all day long. The size of the first shiners caught will generally reveal the typical size to be expected from the school, but all specimens from the highly oxygenated water will require continuous aeration once on board.


The initial step in the shiner catching process is to attract them to an area by baiting it. This can be done by one of a variety of good baits; soybean cake, hog or rabbit pellets, dog food or anything with cereal in it. Even canned dog food with a couple of holes punched in the can to allow seepage will attract shiners to an area.
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Many guides catch their own shiners at the beginning of the guide trip. A cane pole and bread ball the size of a BB is the preferred bait.


Bait The Hole


The cereal bait should be tossed into an area relatively free of weeds in about six feet of water for a cast net operation and ten to twelve feet deep for the cane pole fishing method. The best areas can be found by simply baiting about 12 areas and trying them all the next day to find the four to six that normally produce. The two or three best holes can then be re-baited for good expectations the following day.


Shiners can often be seen feeding on the surface in the pockets of heavy weed beds near the baited area, but the bait procurer can not normally go to them without scaring them away. It is, however, fairly easy to bring them up to the boat over the bait. This is done by chumming.


Although effective baiting requires 24 hours to attract a school of shiners to the area, chumming can produce in a few minutes. Quick oats, regular oat meal or bread crumbs, mixed with water and dumped up-current from the baited hole should bring the shiners swimming.


The cane pole is the most common method of catching shiners and a bread ball the size of a BB is the preferred bait. The bread should be moist (fresh) in order to form a good ball, and the hook size can vary from number 12 to 16. The barb can be flattened for ease of extracting the hook to minimize possible injury to the shiner.
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