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Starts the 2012 season strong with the Mets.


2012


Traded to the New York Mets.


2008


Wins the Cy Young Award for the second time.


2006


Named Pitcher of the Month 3 times; wins the American League Cy Young Award and the Luis Aparicio Award.


2004


Picked up by the Minnesota Twins under the Rule 5 draft.


1999


Starts playing in the minor leagues for the Astros.


1997


Attends Andrés Reiner’s baseball academy and signs a contract with the Astros.


1995


Born on March 13 in Tovar, Venezuela.


1979
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Chapter 1


NATIONAL
HERO


On November 11, 2004, Venezuelan baseball fans were waiting anxiously for the results of the voting for the Cy Young Award. The Cy Young Award is the most important award a pitcher can win. It’s given out each season to the best pitchers in the American and National Leagues.
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At 3:00 p.m., the winner was finally announced. Johan Santana of the Minnesota Twins had won the prize for the American League. Voting was unanimous! Everyone who could had voted for him.


The results weren’t a surprise. Johan had dominated the American League in 2004. He led in numbers: a 2.61 ERA, 265 strikeouts, and the lowest batting average of all the players hitting against him.


He had won 20 games and lost only 6. His great season was the reason the Twins had won the American League Central Division and reached the playoffs. “It’s like a dream come true,” Johan told reporters.


A National Hero


People in Venezuela love baseball, and their country has a rich baseball history. Moments after they announced the results of Cy Young Award, Venezuelans were celebrating in the streets of Caracas, the capital city of Venezuela. They were blowing car horns and cheering Santana as a national hero.
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