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INSIGHT

Anna Mary Robertson’s career as a painter didn’t begin until her seventieth birthday—and then almost by accident—when her younger sister coaxed her into trying to use a paintbrush.

Arthritis had made it difficult to do the fancy needlework she’d learned at age twelve while working as a “hired girl” for a well-to-do family—the Whitesides. Mrs. Whiteside taught Anna to make the “prettiest fancy work in Washington County.”

But Anna was more intrigued by the pictures that hung in the Whiteside home, and she began studying and drawing them after Mr. Whiteside gave her the first chalk crayons she’d ever seen. The scenes reminded her of how her father had raised her to soak up the simple beauty of the land that surrounded her. “A body can’t daydream indoors, must have earth and sky for dreaming and being blessed with second sight,” he said.

Anna worked in several homes before she married at age twenty-seven. She bore ten children—half of whom she buried in infancy.

At age seventy-five, Anna bought her first real artist’s brushes and “oil paint in tubes” at W. D. Thomas’s drugstore. Four years later she priced four paintings at two dollars each and hung them in the drugstore window. A part-time art collector, Mr. Louis J. Caldor, bought all four paintings and asked how to find Anna.



It is never too late to be what you might have been.



—GEORGE ELIOT

“He was the snowball that started the avalanche,” Anna recalled years later. He persuaded Mr. Otto Kallir, a world-renowned art authority, to look at her work and sponsor Anna’s first “showing.”

During World War II, her paintings were sent overseas and were viewed by more than one hundred thousand people. “The world,” in Emerson’s words, “beat a path to her door.” Anna, known around the world as Grandma Moses, had never set foot in art school but had received all the awards they had to offer.

When Anna was eighty-nine, President Harry S. Truman presented her with the Women’s National Press Club’s Achievement Award for outstanding accomplishment in art.

OEBPS/images/img01_1-1.png





OEBPS/images/img01_1-2.png
".((//(:(I/'////'/)‘/y
¢ /)'/(‘,r.s-/)'/y,a' 7z

In celebration of who you are
and the trinmphant way you live your life
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