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  Introduction




  




  Tell Me about Yourself




  For several years I have been experimenting with a new way to write about fly fishing and tying. It’s based on a very simple premise: Find good anglers and fly tyers, and get them to talk about themselves. It’s a lot of fun to do, and the folks I profile say it is a painless experience. It’s also a great way to gather a lot of valuable information from experts about how to tie flies and fish and to tell a more complete story. The process works like this:




  Once I’ve identified my quarry, I contact that person to see if he or she would consent to being profiled. (I’ve been turned down only once, but many others have contacted me first and asked to be profiled.) The subject sends a batch of his or her favorite flies for photography and hopefully includes the matching pattern recipes. Sometimes I write the recipes for the person, and if I can’t identify an ingredient or a logical substitute (or both), I can ask the subject for help. Once the flies arrive, and I know the person is committed, I schedule an appointment for a telephone interview.




  The interview generally takes about an hour—maybe a little more. When we chat, a tape recorder catches what we say so I don’t have to slow down the pace of the conversation to take notes. I’ve also discovered that some people feel freer to talk over the telephone rather than face to face with a tape recorder or note pad sitting between us.




  I ask my subjects how they got into fly fishing and tying. I ask them to describe where they fish. I ask them about their favorite flies and how they use them. I get them talking about pattern design and any unusual fishing techniques they’ve developed. One topic naturally flows into another, and by the time we’re done I feel as though I’ve spent a day on their favorite water with them: I know what will be hatching, what patterns I will select, and how I will use them.




  After the phone call I rewind the tape and transcribe what was said. I remove or tone down any expletives and then maybe rearrange some blocks of conversation. I also whittle down the overall length of the text to the essentials to make it fit the allotted space of a typical magazine article; remember, I have to leave room for photos of the flies and the accompanying recipes. (In book form, of course, those pesky expletives are less of a problem, and there is more room to include fuller interviews and more flies.)




  This method sounds so obvious, yet it has been overlooked by other fly-fishing writers. I play more the role of a reporter than an author. It’s an excellent way to learn about fly tying and fishing from the best in the game, and it gives all of us an opportunity to meet other talented, passionate anglers.




  Those articles appeared in Fly Tyer magazine. They were often in the Fly Tyer Profile or First Wraps sections of the magazine, but sometimes they appeared as features; how they were used usually depended upon how much space I needed to tell a story. I am gratified that so many readers responded favorably to those pieces.




  The Master’s Fly Box is an outgrowth of this experiment in fly-fishing journalism. For this book I have selected anglers from both the United States and Canada. Some are on the cutting edge of new fly design; others are recognized masters at tying the most elegant and historic patterns. Some are working guides; others are just passionate anglers. Some are flyfishing household names with wide followings; others, I believe, have a good shot at becoming well known beyond their local waters. All are first-rate, interesting people who are making major contributions to the sport of fly fishing and the craft of tying flies.




  I would like to thank all of these gentlemen—and two gentlewomen—for their time and important contributions to this project.




  Chapter 1




  




  Al and Gretchen Beatty:Our Favorite Husband-and-Wife Fly-Tying Team





  Al and Gretchen Beatty each have been tying flies for almost half a century. Gretchen says she learned to tie flies when she was about eleven or twelve years old, and Al says, “I bought a fly-tying kit when I was fourteen, and I sold my first fly a month later. I’ve been a commercial fly tyer, to one degree or another, ever since.”




  Today Al and Gretchen have retired from jobs in the real world, and they spend a great deal of time filling orders for their beautiful flies from their home in Boise, Idaho. In their system, one person starts a batch of flies—perhaps tying the tails and bodies to the hooks—and the other adds the wings and collars. This method allows them to vastly increase their production. In addition to commercial fly tying, the Beattys have vast experience guiding and running a fly-tying business. Al has also served as a national officer for the Federation of Fly Fishers and as editor of that organization’s magazine. The Beattys are in high demand to give fly-tying demonstrations and lead classes.




  The Beattys are regular contributors to Fly Tyer magazine, and it was a particular pleasure to include them in this book. Al and Gretchen’s articles often feature some of their favorite professional fly-tying tips, and I’ve included a lot of their ideas in my own tying.




  You’ve always talked about your tag-team approach to tying fly. How does it work?




  “Weeks might go by, and neither of us will tie a complete fly. Say we’re filling an order for Humpies. I’ll put on the tail clump and the wing clump, and I’ll pass it on to Gretchen. She’ll stand and divide the wings and sort the hackles and put them on. Each of us basically ties our part.”
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  Gray Wulff




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 8.




  Thread: Black 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Deer-body hair.




  Wing: Deer-body hair.




  Body: Gray dry-fly dubbing.




  Hackle: Blue dun or grizzly.
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  Parachute Adams (Western Style)




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 22 to 10.




  Thread: Gray 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Moose-body hair.




  Wing: Calf-body or tail hair.




  Body: Gray muskrat.




  Hackle: Brown and grizzly mixed.
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  Double Magic Royal Double Wing




  Hook: 3X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 6.




  Thread: Black 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Green Antron.




  Tip: Red floss.




  Rear wing: Brown deer hair.




  Body: Peacock herl and lime green Antron Touch Dubbing.




  Body hackle: Brown, clipped on the top and bottom.




  Front wing: White calf tail.




  Hackle: Brown.




  It sounds like a great way to speed up production.




  “As a team we’ll tie a lot of flies. We find that we can get really fast if we just tie our parts. Each of us has fewer materials on our benches, so we can easily find what we need, and you get really fast concentrating on fewer steps.”




  How many flies a year do you tie?




  “A few years ago was our high year. How many flies did we tie that year, Gretchen?” Al asked. “Twelve hundred dozen?”




  “Yes, that’s about right.”




  “Now we’re lucky to do three or four hundred dozen,” Al continued. “We’re writing a lot more for Fly Tyer, and frankly on some days writing about tying flies is nicer than doing it. But we still do our commercial tying. It helps us maintain our skills for when we do demonstrations or teach classes.”




  What are your home waters for fishing?




  “Let’s start right here in town. The Boise River is a blue-ribbon trout fishery. There are several forks to the Boise that are a little drive from town, but they also offer good fishing. And just over the border in Oregon we have some really good fishing; in some cases it’s closer to go to Oregon to fish. Eastern Oregon has mountains that offer good trout fishing and some phenomenal steelhead fishing.”




  What’s the fishing like on the Boise River?




  “It depends upon which fork of the river you want to fish. It’s open all year here in town. The South Fork has a more limited season, but you can fish for whitefish all year long; if those pesky trout get on your hook, you just have to let them go.”




  The flies you sent are wonderful. I’m familiar with a lot of your patterns, but I’ve never seen the Bullethead Mayfly or Bullethead Caddisfly. These look like low-rising emerger imitations.




  “Yes, both flies do ride low in the water. The major difference between them is that the wing on the Bullethead Mayfly stands more upright. The wings on both patterns are tied using squirrel-tail hair, but the heads are deer or elk hair.”




  When would you use these patterns during a hatch?




  “You can use these flies during hatches, but actually, because of the way they’re tied, they are all-day searching patterns. You can easily see the body on the Bullethead Caddisfly; it’s spun and clipped deer hair. That body floats like corks. These flies also work well during stonefly hatches; just base everything on the color and size of what’s happening on the river.”




  How do you tie the wing on the Bullethead Mayfly?




  “When we tie on the squirrel-tail wing, we add a couple wraps here and there in the wing to get the different clumps of squirrel hair to stand up. It’s actually three or four clumps of hair.”




  Do you use this technique when tying other flies?




  “We also use this style of wing on some of our steamers. A regular squirrel-tail wing doesn’t have any motion—it just lays flat along the top of the body. But if you tie the wing with the individual clumps standing up, it opens and closes when you draw the fly through the water. It gives the fly a very realistic swimming action.”
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  Bullethead Mayfly




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 12.




  Thread: Gray 6/0 (140 denier) or a color to match the body.




  Tail: Moose-body hair.




  Wing: Fox- or gray squirrel-tail hair.




  Body: Dry-fly dubbing, color to match the natural insect.




  Head: Deer hair, spun and clipped to shape.
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  Bullethead Caddisfly




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 22 to 8.




  Thread: Color to match the body of the natural insect.




  Tag: Tying thread.




  Body: Deer hair, spun and clipped to shape.




  Wing: Fox- or gray squirrel-tail hair.




  Head: Deer hair, spun and clipped to shape.
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  Muddle Mayfly




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 24 to 12.




  Thread: Gray or a color to match the natural insect, size 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Moose-body hair.




  Body: Gray dry-fly dubbing.




  Wing: Grizzly hackles folded backward to form the wings.




  Collar: Deer-hair tips.




  Head: Deer hair, spun and clipped to shape.
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  H&L Variant




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 12.




  Thread: Black and white 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: White calf-body hair.




  Wing: White calf-body hair.




  Body: Stripped and natural peacock herl.




  Hackle: Brown.




  Wonder Wings are another ingenious style of tying you use to tie good-looking imitations. To tie Wonder Wings, you clip sections of hackles and pull the fibers backward toward the hook. You use Wonder Wings on your Muddle Mayfly and Scuddle Muddle. Are they hard to make?




  “Wonder Wings take a little more time to tie, but they are very nice. And just like with a parachute-style pattern, a fly with Wonder Wings lands upright almost every single time.”




  What’s the history of the pattern called the H&L Variant?




  “The H&L Variant was originally a Western fly developed in the 1930s. Dan Bailey was at least one of the guys who claimed credit for that pattern. It was called the Hair Wing Variant at the time. Dwight Eisenhower, who, of course, was a fly fisherman, really liked it. Well, part of his campaign slogan used the words ‘House and Lot,’ and that phrase was applied to the name of the fly. It’s an incredible pattern, and we really like fishing it in cutthroat country because those fish are such suckers for it. We’ll tie a Renegade to it and fish them in tandem; the Renegade is a couple of sizes smaller than the H&L.”




  And the body is stripped peacock herl, right?




  “It’s half stripped peacock and half regular peacock.”




  The Scuddle Muddle is new to me. Tell me about this pattern.




  “It’s a wet or dry sort of pattern, depending upon which fly you’re looking at. It’s actually an emerger imitation. You can tie and fish it to mimic just about everything. I sent a large fly for you to photograph, but we normally use it in sizes 22 to 14.”




  Is that true of just the Scuddle Muddle, or does it apply to all of the flies you fish?




  “I think that applies to most of the flies we fish; we normally start out using about a size 14 and eventually work our way down to size 22. With something like the Scuddle Muddle, we stop tying the flared deer-hair head on about size 18 hooks.”




  It’s incredible that you tie these sorts of flies with split-hair wings and all the other features on such small hooks.




  “Well, go into any fly shop, and you’ll find Trudes, Humpies, and Wulffs in sizes 18 and 20. When guiding, I’d always start the day with a size 10 Royal Wulff and a dropper for one client and a size 10 Humpy with another dropper for the other client. We’d see if the fish were interested. If we didn’t catch a fish, I started changing patterns and sizes. The Trude has always been an all-around good pattern because you can fish it as a dry fly, and when it starts to drag, you can jerk it under the surface and fish it as a wet fly.”




  You sent only dry flies and emergers. Would you say that you fish mostly surface patterns?




  “We probably use half dry flies and half subsurface patterns. It depends upon the body of water.”




  Come to think of it, most of the articles you’ve written for Fly Tyer magazine that feature patterns have been about dry flies.




  “We have a whole gob of wet flies and nymphs that we also fish. But I’ll tell you something: It’s pretty hard screwing up wrapping peacock herl on a hook when tying a nymph, but tying and dividing hair wings on a dry fly is something people struggle with. I think that’s why we spend so much time talking and writing about hair-wing dry flies: So many tyers want to learn how to do it.”




  You’re very well known for your fly-tying classes and demonstrations. Tell me a little about them.




  “We do quite a few classes and demonstrations at clubs and fly shops. They can take a lot of different forms. Sometimes we’re asked to spend an entire day tying one style of fly, such as Humpies: how to make the bodies and tie the hair wings. We had one interesting experience in Texas where the club set up a video theater, and we just demonstrated fly tying all day: I’d tie for an hour, and then Gretchen would tie. We shared a lot of tips and tricks, and they had vises set up, and people were following along; whichever one of us wasn’t tying could help the members of the audience. That was a fun class, and we helped a lot of people learn to tie better flies.”
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  Scuddle Muddle




  Hook: Curved-shank emerger hook, sizes 18 to 12.




  Thread: Black or a color to match the natural insect, size 6/0 (140 denier).




  Body: Green dry-fly dubbing or a color to match the natural insect.




  Rib: Extra-fine black wire.




  Wing: Grizzly hackles folded backward to form wings and tips of deer hair.
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  Royal Wulff




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 18 to 6.




  Thread: Black 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Deer-body hair.




  Wing: White calf-body hair.




  Body: Peacock herl and red floss.




  Hackle: Brown.
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  Royal Trude




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 18 to 6.




  Thread: Black 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Deer-body hair.




  Wing: White calf-body hair.




  Body: Peacock herl and red floss.




  Hackle: Brown.
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  Royal Humpy




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 20 to 8.




  Thread: Red 6/0 (140 denier).




  Tail: Moose-body hair.




  Body: Tying thread and elk hair for the hump.




  Wing: Calf-tail or body hair.




  Hackle: Brown.




  The people I’ve met in Texas are very enthusiastic about fly fishing and tying.




  “They damn sure are. That was a great day. But then, almost any day you tie flies or go fly fishing is a good day.”
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  Regular Humpy




  Hook: 1X-long dry-fly hook, sizes 18 to 8.




  Thread: Your choice of color.




  Tail: Moose-body hair.




  Body: Tying thread and elk hair for the hump.




  Wing: Elk-body hair.




  Hackle: Grizzly and brown, mixed.




  Chapter 2




  




  Don Bastianand His Classy Wet Flies





  You must be wondering: Why is an entire chapter devoted to classic wet flies? Shouldn’t a book about flies and fly tying contain only new patterns? Is anyone even interested in patterns that were developed one hundred or more years ago?




  The answers to those questions are “because,” “no,” and “yes.”




  I’m including Don Bastian, a recognized authority on tying classic wet flies, because these patterns are drop-dead gorgeous. They add class to the large collection of flies we are studying. And classic wet flies still catch fish; he even recommended many of these patterns to his clients when he served as a professional guide.




  No, I don’t think we should concentrate on only new patterns. I see a lot of new flies: Some are obviously winners, and some, I am sad to say, are obviously bogus. I’m thrilled when I discover a new pattern that catches trout, but I get just as excited—tempered with a tinge of nostalgia—whenever I catch fish using old favorite flies.




  And, yes, there is still a great deal of interest in these patterns. I’ve watched Don tie flies at major flyfishing shows, and there is always a ring of admirers surrounding his table. I once saw a young man—he couldn’t have been twenty years old—ask the most particular and insightful questions about proportions and materials handling, and he eagerly recorded Don’s answers in his notebook. And when Don appears at the L. L. Bean Spring Fishing Expo, his large display of framed flies is one of the most popular attractions at that major event.
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  Governor




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Scarlet floss.




  Body: Peacock herl.




  Hackle: Brown.




  Wing: Dark brown mottled turkey.
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  Black Gnat




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Silver tinsel.




  Body: Black chenille.




  Hackle: Black.




  Wing: Slate.
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  Red Squirrel Picket Pin




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tail: Brown hackle tips or fibers.




  Rib: Silver or gold wire.




  Hackle: Brown tied palmer is original, but a brown throat or beard hackle is more durable for fishing.




  Body: Silver tinsel.




  Wing: Red squirrel tail.




  Head: Peacock herl.




  Don is from Cogan Station, Pennsylvania, in the heart of some of the best fly fishing in the East. With so much excellent fishing available, it was only natural that he took up fly tying.




  “I’ve been tying since I was twelve years old,” he said at the beginning of our interview. “It’s coming up on forty-six—forty-seven years this spring.”




  In addition to fishing for yourself, you’ve been a professional guide. Do you still guide?




  “I guided for sixteen years. I sort of started going in a different direction with what I like to do, but I’m thinking of getting back into it.”




  Where is Cogan Station?




  “It’s very near Williamsport, so it is in Lycoming County, which I guess is the north-central part of the state. We’re about an hour from the New York border.”




  What are your home waters?




  “There’s a lot of good wild trout fishing, and there are some stocked populations as well. The Pennsylvania Fish Commission has a statewide program that assessed our waters to find wild, sustainable populations of trout, and they took these best streams off the stocking list. So, within an hour’s drive of my home, you have Spring Creek, Big Fishing Creek, and Penn’s Creek, which would be on anybody’s list of the top-ten streams in the state.




  “Closer to home, more in the mountains of Lycoming County, there are three major freestone streams. For example, Big Pine Creek is as big as the Beaverkill River. Ten miles farther east there is Lycoming Creek, and eight miles farther than that is Loyalsock Creek. All three of these are very large. Big Pine Creek is sixty or seventy miles long. Loyalsock Creek is forty miles long, and Lycoming Creek is also about forty miles long. And all three streams have tributaries that offer more fishing. All of this water contains both stocked and wild brown and brook trout.”




  Is all of this accessible?




  “Pretty much. There’s a combination of private and public land, and, of course, some of it requires a little bit of walking to get to, but there is a lot of access to fishing. I’ve said to a lot of people that you could spend an entire hour fishing within an hour of Williamsport and not visit the same place twice. Pennsylvania has about five thousand miles of what they call ‘approved trout water,’ which is water that is open to the public; it’s more than that if you include private water.”




  How long have you been fishing?




  “My brother and I have been fishing since we could walk; I don’t ever remember not fishing. My dad tied flies and fished before we were born, but he eventually gave it up. I don’t know why, and I never thought to ask. But one day when I was about twelve, we were at a farm pond that had bass and bluegills. My brother was catching fish with worms and a bobber using a fly rod and reel, and we asked our dad how to fly fish. He didn’t argue a bit: He just rerigged the rod to cast flies. He quickly taught us how to cast and use the hand-twist retrieve, and we staring catching bluegills on flies. When we got back to this old farmhouse, I asked him if he had any books on fly fishing, and he pulled out a ninth-edition printing of Trout, by Ray Bergman. The first thing I did was look at the pictures.




  “My dad also gave us a copy of E. C. Gregg’s book, How to Tie Flies, which was dated 1940. He then taught us everything he knew about fly tying, and he gave us all his stuff. Between my dad’s instructions and all the information from those two books, that’s how I learned to tie. It was a full ten years before I saw anyone else tie a fly.”
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  Black and Silver




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tail: Golden pheasant tippet.




  Body: Silver tinsel.




  Hackle: Black.




  Wing: Black.
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  Royal Coachman




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Gold tinsel.




  Tail: Golden pheasant tippet.




  Body: Peacock herl and red floss.




  Hackle: Dark reddish brown.




  Wing: White.
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  Yellow Sally




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Gold tinsel.




  Tail: Yellow quill sections.




  Body: Yellow floss.




  Rib: Gold tinsel.




  Hackle: Yellow.




  Wing: Yellow.
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  Parmachene Belle




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Silver tinsel (optional).




  Tail: White and scarlet, married.




  Butt: Black ostrich herl.




  Rib: Silver tinsel.




  Body: Yellow wool or rabbit dubbing.




  Hackle: White and scarlet mixed.




  Wing: White with scarlet stripe, married.




  When did you first see a real master fly tyer at work?




  “That was at a banquet in 1974. It might have been Ed Shenk or Vince Marinaro or Charlie Fox—one of those guys. We went to those events, and they had these celebrity tyers. After my dad, the first person I would have seen tie a fly would have been one of these fellows, but I can’t remember who it was.”




  What were the first flies you tied and fished?




  “The first flies I fished were the Royal Coachman and yellow Sally. I sent you a Parmachene Belle because that was the first fly I tied that had married wings; that was in about 1975. But it wasn’t until the mid-1990s that I got really interested in the Bergman flies and started tying older flies. I do tie a lot of other things—nymphs, dry flies, Woolly Buggers, and everything else—but for years I fished the Grizzly King, Professor, Coachmen of all varieties, Scarlet Ibis, and so on.”




  Do these flies still catch fish?




  “They absolutely do catch fish. I could go on for a couple of hours telling stories about how these patterns work all over the United States. You met my niece, Emily. She spent three and a half months out west fishing the Bitterroot, the Flathead, and I don’t know where else, using gaudy wet flies that no one uses anymore. And other fellows had a phenomenal day on the Big Horn fishing bright yellow-winged patterns like the Richardson. I think that pattern is originally from your neck of the woods in Maine.”




  Do you still use these flies when you fish?




  “I often use them. A few years ago Emily was visiting over Memorial Day weekend. One day I had some stuff to do, but she wanted to go fishing. I told her to go up over the hill to Lycoming Creek about two miles away. So, she went in there, and there were three other guys already fishing, but they were having no luck. She, on the other hand, caught seventeen trout. Emily was using a black-and-olive Woolly Bugger as the point fly with either an Alexandria, a Yellow Sally, or a Parmachene Belle as the dropper. She caught thirteen of those fish on the wet flies.”




  What’s the most difficult part of tying classic wet flies?




  “Setting quill wings. I get more questions about this than anything else. I also get a lot of questions about obtaining good duck quills for making the wings. Finding good wing quills used to be a problem; the material supply houses said no one bought them, so many discontinued selling them. Then, just about three years ago, one of the major wholesalers reintroduced dyed colors because there was a new demand for them. There seems to be more interest in tying these classic patterns, and tyers are demanding these materials.”




  Do you tie the wings using duck or goose feathers?




  “Both, actually. I think most of the original patterns were tied using either duck or goose-wing quills. If you stop and think about it, goose shoulder feathers are large enough to tie up size 3/0 and 5/0 flies, and it makes no sense to use these long-fibered feathers to make small wet flies. To tie a wing, you need only half an inch or less of the quill, so duck feathers are fine.




  “I also looked at a lot of old, historic flies. I have an old sheepskin fly wallet—it’s falling apart—that is full of snelled patterns, and it is obvious that the wings are nothing more than sections clipped from mallard quills. They also used a lot starling, snipe, and similar feathers to tie even smaller flies.”




  Do you tie on the wings using what is called the “pinch wrap”?




  “I do use a pinch wrap, and I use no soft wraps. Once I gain control of the wings and I know they are in the correct position, the first wrap is tight. Each subsequent wrap is also tight. You’re concerned with two things when tying the wings on wet flies: the quality of the material and the thread tension.”
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  Quill and Yellow




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tail: Brown hackle fibers.




  Body: Stripped peacock quill and front yellow floss.




  Hackle: Brown.




  Wing: Slate.
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  Blue Dun




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tail: Dark dun hackle fibers.




  Body: Blue-gray rabbit fur.




  Hackle: Dark dun.




  Wing: Slate or blue gray.
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  Gold-Ribbed Hare’s Ear




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: Gold tinsel.




  Tail: Brown hackle fibers.




  Rib: Gold tinsel.




  Body: Rabbit dubbing.




  Hackle: Formed by long fibers of rabbit fur picked out from body.




  Wing: Slate or dark slate.




  You’ve also been a commercial fly tyer. How did that experience help you become a better fly tyer?




  “I’ve said for a long time that people need to develop good tying habits. I tied for twenty-five years, and then I started tying commercially. I learned more in that first year of commercial tying than I did in the first twenty-five. One of things that became important was using correct proportions. Let’s say you tie a dozen or even five dozen Hare’s-Ear Nymphs: The proportions of the tails, bodies, and ribs should all be identical. I find a lot of beginning tyers become overwhelmed, and they want to jump into this creative, freeform mode. I tell them to pick a handful of patterns and learn to do those well. Tie them until you can make five or six dozen that all look alike. Too many guys want to tie two or three of some pattern, and then they want to go on to something else. They never learn good tying habits, and they never progress. By staying with a few flies, you learn better material-handling skills and develop a sense for correct proportions.”




  I believe you’ve tied all of the flies that were in Ray Bergman’s famous book, Trout. That seems like a Herculean task. What was it like?




  “Yes, I’ve done it a couple of times. I didn’t frame the first set; it was for a collector’s-type book titled Forgotten Flies. Next, I did a framed set for a restaurant that has an outdoors theme; part of the building is re-created like an old Adirondack sporting lodge. The flies fit right in.




  “There are 440 wet flies in Trout, but I also include the flies from Bergman’s first book, Just Fishing, and different patterns from With Fly, Plug, and Bait, which was his last book, published in 1947. And then there was a new plate of flies included in the second edition of Trout, which was published in 1952; from that I picked just the wet flies, not the nymphs and streamers. So, there are 483 flies in the entire set.”




  Mary Orvis Marbury’s book, Favorite Flies, is often considered a major reference for understanding the evolution of American fly tying up to the beginning of the twentieth century. What can we learn from that volume?




  “It’s interesting to note that Favorite Flies, which was published in 1892, contains color plates showing about three hundred flies. Bergman’s book actually contains more than six hundred total flies, so Bergman’s was the largest collection of illustrated fishing flies, and all the pattern names and recipes are listed in the back. Marbury’s book contains no formal pattern recipes. I know of two Bergman patterns—one is a wet fly, and one is a dry fly—that call for condor quill on the bodies. And some call for jungle cock. But none of the Bergman flies call for bustard.




  “Now, if you go back to the Marbury book, it’s not that uncommon to find bustard and similar exotic feathers on her flies. I think the Migratory Bird Act of 1918 had a significant impact on fly tying. For example, up until that time, wood ducks were one of the most heavily hunted ducks in the eastern United States, and they were almost wiped out. They were protected under that law, and you couldn’t hunt them until 1959. So, Bergman’s recipes called for Mandarin or barred Mandarin instead of wood duck. Now we’re back to using wood-duck feathers. I assume the Migratory Bird Act had the same effect on using other feathers to tie flies, so you see a difference between the flies in Favorite Flies and Trout.”




  If someone wants to tie the flies in Trout, how accurate are the pattern recipes?




  “I’ve found 54 flies of the original 440 where there’s a discrepancy between the painted flies in the illustrations and the written recipes. Dr. Edgar Burke, who painted the illustrations, was very detail-oriented. He actually had samples of birds and ducks in his studio because he was a noted waterfowl artist; his paintings and prints still command high prices. According to the Bergman family, the flies in Trout were painted from actual samples, so bearing that in mind and knowing his attention to detail, I think the illustrations are probably accurate. But this is a debate you’ll see on websites dedicated to classic flies: What’s correct—the illustrations or the recipes? I lean toward believing the illustrations because sometimes you’ll find a fly that has a component that is not listed in the recipe.”
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  Trout Fin




  Hook: Regular wet-fly hook, sizes 16 to 10.




  Thread: Black 8/0 (70 denier).




  Tip: White floss.




  Body: Orange floss.




  Rib: White floss.




  Hackle: Orange.




  Wing: Black, white, and orange, married.




  Do you still tie the complete set of flies?




  “Yes, I do. I’ve replicated the flies in Plate One about eight times, and I have a customer in my hometown who has the first three plates, and another customer in Massachusetts who has the first five. Overall, I have tied the entire set three times. I also tie and sell single and small groups of flies for collectors. I’ve probably tied three or four hundred Parmachene Belle and Trout Fins—you know, the popular patterns.”




  Is there still an interest in fishing with these sorts of flies?




  “There’s absolutely an interest. I still get a lot of old-timers who say, ‘That’s the stuff that we used, and you don’t see anybody use it anymore. But I still use them, and they still work.’




  “There are actually a couple of advantages to these flies if you’re interested in learning about the classics. The materials are fairly common and inexpensive; on the other hand, if you try to get into classic salmon flies, you have to spend a lot of money to acquire the authentic materials. This makes classic wet flies more accessible for people. And you can fish with these flies and feel good about it; not too many people want to fish with a fly that costs a lot of time and money to tie.”

OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_001.jpg
ALLv3g NIHOL3¥O ANV 1V 30 AS3LINOD





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_006.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_019.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_014.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_010.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_023.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_013.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_001.jpg
FlyTyerp | THESMASTERS Frx Box

America’s Best Anglers Share Their Favorite Trout Flies

David Klausmeyer





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_004.png
D —
To buy books in quantity for corporate use
orincentives, call (800) 962-0973

or e-mail premiums@GlobePequot.com.
L —————— ]






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_018.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_009.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_022.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_005.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_025.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_017.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_012.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_004.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_021.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_008.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_003.png
)5






OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_024.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_002.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_015.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_016.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_003.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_011.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_007.jpg





OEBPS/Images/chpt_fig_020.jpg





OEBPS/Images/frn_fig_002.png
°Fly Tyer'»





