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INTRODUCTION





  When I think of basketball, I think of the ABA and the All-Star Game, of the present decade and those past, of the immortal numbers and the pecking order of the greatest players. So those are the categories that leapt to mind when I thought of this book. My love of the game began more than 50 years ago.




  It was May 8, 1970, an earlier date for Game 7 of the National Basketball Association Finals than we have seen since. In Game 6 at the Los Angeles Forum, with Willis Reed sitting on the bench nursing a leg injury, Wilt Chamberlain had his way in the paint and throttled New York to the tune of 45 points and 27 rebounds in a 135–113 massacre. The result of that game made the prospects for success look bleak for the Knicks, to say the least, even with the next game scheduled back at Madison Square Garden.




  It was questionable until game time whether Reed would play. A cortisone shot numbed his injury. He dragged his injured leg like a satchel that was a great burden. But he muscled Chamberlain for 25 minutes. Walt Frazier, my favorite player as a boy, took care of the rest. He scored 36 points, assisted on 19 other baskets, and snared seven rebounds, a line I recited to him during an interview for Hoop magazine for a 20th anniversary article in 1990. “And four steals,” he reminded me. The Knicks led by as many as 30 points during the evening and won 113–99. “Red [Holzman, the head coach] always said, ‘Hit the open man.’ That night I was the open man,” Frazier laughed.




  It was the Knicks’ first title. New York was all in. It was my first title of any kind, since neither the Yankees nor the football Giants had won any championships since I had started rooting. The Knicks were unique. They had five players who could hit the last shot—Frazier, Reed, Bill Bradley, Dave DeBusschere, and Dick Barnett. The Knicks won a second title—and their last—in 1973. This spring makes 50 years without a fresh banner.




  But the allure of 1970s basketball didn’t end there.




  The categories of this book mirror the game’s alluring qualities. Take the ABA, the first category in this volume. While the mid-1970s witnessed the Knicks’ decline, the New York Nets of the American Basketball Association were ascendant. They played their first season in Teaneck, New Jersey, in 1967–68. For the 1968–69 season, they moved to the Long Island Arena (the Long Island Ducks of the Eastern Hockey League played hockey on other nights), sometimes called the Commack Arena, in a place once inhabited by Native Americans. At the same venue I also saw early heavy metal with Black Sabbath, preceded by the opening act the James Gang with Joe Walsh (who owned the show). The arena also hosted a great road version of the Broadway sensation Jesus Christ Superstar, which I saw with my father.




  Now situated in the Nassau Coliseum, the Nets in 1974 were plenty good, good enough for a 55-29 record in their 84-game ABA slate (so it wasn’t just a red, white, and blue ball or a 3-point line that the ABA contributed). They had Larry Kenon, Billy Paultz, and a guard with a barrel chest: “Super” John Williamson. Their brightest star was Julius Erving, a 24-year-old from the University of Massachusetts. The Nets’ quintet played the Utah Stars in the ABA Finals, boasting Hall of Famer Zelmo Beaty and perennial All-Star Willie Wise. The Nets won in five, behind Erving’s 28 points a game and Kenon’s 14 rebounds.




  After the Indiana Pacers, who had already won three titles, lost to the Kentucky Colonels in 1975, the Nets were at it again in 1976. They took the Denver Nuggets in six, as Erving (37.7 points per game to go with 14 rebounds and five assists) destroyed David Thompson (28 points, six rebounds, and three assists) in the mano-a-mano duel. The Nets closed out the series with a flourish on May 13, 1976, with Erving posting 31 points and 19 rebounds in a 112–106 victory. We said goodbye to the ABA.




  Besides the Knicks, Nets, and Pacers winning multiple titles in the 1970s, the Celtics, the post-Russell Celtics that is, won twice. One can get a full picture of the history of the game from a season or team or player. The entire decade had a dynastic feel to it. Two historic teams—the Lakers and the Celtics—succeeded early in the decade, as did a less than historic quintet, the Knicks. But the Knicks, who won the league’s first game up in Toronto in 1946, went to three Finals in four years, thus playing the best basketball at any time in their 77-year history.




  The Celtics that won in 1974 and 1976 had two young would-be Hall of Famers, Jo Jo White and Dave Cowens, and a veteran. The veteran was John Havlicek, who played guard and small forward and so was labeled a “swing man,” in what now seems like arcane language. If I tried, I could not disguise my affection for the Celtics’ wiry 6′5″ forward. He began his career in 1962, yet another Celtic sixth man, a role that coach Red Auerbach invented and that 25-minute-a-game forward Frank Ramsey had played to perfection starting in 1956. After Bill Russell played his last victorious game against the Lakers in 1969, he said to Havlicek, “It’s your team now.” Truth be told, it was his team in large measure before that historic season. The statistics won’t show it in the early 1960s since, like Ramsey, Hondo was playing fewer minutes as the sixth man.




  A legend about Havlicek came to light when an x-ray revealed a lung capacity nearly twice that of a normal person. The revelation explained how he was able to run those ovals from sideline to sideline in the front court, running defenders ragged. He was in on everything the Celtics did, like stealing the inbound pass at the Boston Garden to end the 1965 Finals as Johnny Most screamed over and over in that gravelly voice, “Havlicek stole the ball.” He also hit the running, leaning one-handed bank shot with a second left, before Garfield Heard hit the shot to send his Suns into the third overtime in Game 5 of the 1976 Finals. The Celtics won in six games against the desert upstarts. Havlicek averaged just 15 for the series, but shooting guard Jo Jo White was awarded the MVP, posting 21.7 points and 46 minutes per game.




  Havlicek had shone brighter in the 1974 Finals, which appeared to belong to the previous year’s Most Valuable Player, Dave Cowens. Cow-ens was one of the evolutionary club of running centers. I can see him yet, trailing on the fast break, taking a pass and rising to the zenith of his jump and letting go that left-handed jumper. The slashing, running centers, who deemphasized playing with their backs to the basket, might have begun with Walt Bellamy, who at 6′11″ at the outset of his career could cut to the basket faster than those other three of comparable height, Chamberlain, Russell, and Nate Thurmond. In the 1970s the quick centers were Bob Rule, Willis Reed, and Bob McAdoo, the greatest scorer of the greyhounds, since he won three scoring titles in a row for the Buffalo Braves. Cowens earned his way into the club.




  In the 1974 Finals he gave away six inches to another center, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar. Jabbar had the better line. But after Jabbar hit an astounding 15-foot skyhook from the baseline in Game 6 to give the Bucks a double-overtime win, the Celtics traveled to the Milwaukee Arena and won going away, 102–87. Cowens played a great game with 28 points and 14 boards. In the frequent illogic that attends these occasions, the game story was written up as another center outplaying Jabbar. A digression here is appropriate since the same write-ups followed the early career of Chamberlain, who had been outplayed, or so the narrative went, when, in actuality, the rest of his team had been outplayed, while he registered something like 49 points and snatched 31 rebounds. So it was in Milwaukee that Jabbar’s Game 7 showed 26 points and 13 rebounds for the game. For the series it was better: 32.6 points, 12 rebounds, and five assists, by far the best line of anyone. Oscar Robertson, playing his last season, was ineffective in the series and missed 11 of 13 shots in Game 7. Havlicek contributed most of the offense for the Celtics. He played an ungodly 47 minutes per contest, averaged 26 points and seven rebounds, and secured the series MVP trophy.




  The Lakers only won the championship once in the 1970s, but they played three Finals against the Knicks, one a classic seven-gamer, and two five-game tilts. When they won in 1972, people recall best their 33 straight games from November through January, but they forget how they won the title. It was Chamberlain doing what he did for the last seven years of his career, following that seven-year run of winning scoring titles from 1960 through 1966. He connected on 60 percent of his shots, posting 19 points a game and averaging 22 rebounds. Jerry Lucas, playing the pivot in place of an injured Willis Reed, couldn’t keep Chamberlain from setting up camp near the hoop.




  No one ever stopped Chamberlain for long. He is the unofficial champion of this book. He owns the NBA record book lock, stock, and barrel. Has anyone but Chamberlain averaged 40 points in a season? No. And the “Big Dipper” did it twice. He averaged a nutty 50.4 points in 1962 and followed that with 44.8 in 1963. Of course, he scored 100 in a contest on March 2, 1962. In 14 seasons he led the circuit in rebounds 11 times. Only Wilt ever averaged 27 rebounds a game, and he did it twice. After seven consecutive scoring titles from 1960 through 1966—when his average never went under 33.5—he had his “transition” season in 1967, with averages of 24.1 points, 24.2 rebounds, and 7.8 assists. That year the Philadelphia Warriors won 68 (the most wins in a season to that point) and Wilt got his first championship.




  The history keeps getting made. Damian Lillard and Donovan Mitchell each posted 71 points in games this past season. Historical note: Chamberlain scored 70 or more six times. But Wilt was human after all. He doesn’t own the mark for career points. That belongs to LeBron James, who passed Kareem’s 38,387 points in February. So, history is present.




  The NBA’s book of life keeps expanding.











  
ABA





  1. True or False? No player has led the NBA and ABA in scoring.




  Answer: True. The two best candidates were Rick Barry and Julius Erving. Both led the ABA in scoring but fell short of leading in the NBA.




  2. Rank the following ABA players in career playoff points per game.




  A. Dan Issel B. George Gervin C. Rick Barry D. Julius Erving




  Answer: 1-C, 33.45 points per game; 2-D, 31.08; 3-B, 25.24; 4-A, 23.81.




  3. Who owns Denver’s record for points in a game over a season, including ABA and NBA competition?




  A. Alex English B. Spencer Haywood C. Dan Issel D. David Thompson




  Answer: B. Haywood dropped 30 per game for the Rockets in 1970, the power forward’s rookie season out of the University of Detroit.




  4. True or False? The ABA played fewer games a season than the NBA.




  Answer: False. The ABA played an 84-game schedule from 1970 through 1976. In 1968 and 1969 they played a 78-game schedule.




  5. True or False? The Nuggets have won titles in the ABA and in the NBA.




  Answer: False. The Nuggets lost the last ABA Final in six games to the Nets in 1976. In 2023 they topped the Heat in five games to win their first NBA title.




  6. True or False? Dallas won championships in both the ABA and the NBA.




  Answer: False. The Dallas Chaparrals were one of the original ABA teams, beginning in 1967. After poor attendance, they moved to San Antonio for the 1973–74 season. Neither city won an ABA title. The NBA Mavericks secured a title in 2011.




  7. What former ABA standout won the MVP of the 1980 All-Star Game?




  A. George Gervin B. Moses Malone C. Julius Erving D. Dan Issel




  Answer: A. The “Ice Man” and Spurs shooting guard played a complete game, with his 34 points, 10 rebounds, and three steals helping the East to prevail 144–136.




  8. What former ABA player was All-Star MVP the first year after the NBA-ABA merger?




  A. George McGinnis B. George Gervin C. Rick Barry D. Julius Erving




  Answer: D. Erving and Bob McAdoo each scored 30 points for the East. In 38 minutes, McAdoo also secured 10 rebounds and Erving had 12 in 30 minutes. Erving took the award even though the West won 125–124.




  9. True or False? The Indiana Pacers have lost more Finals than they have won.




  Answer: False. They won three and lost three. The Indiana Pacers won three ABA Finals in 1970, 1972, and 1973. They lost ABA Finals in 1969 and 1975 and they lost an NBA Finals to the Lakers in six games in 2000.




  10. What NBA legend coached the Utah Stars to a title in 1971?




  Answer: Boston Celtic legend Bill Sharman led the Stars to a 57–27 mark in 1971. Then his troops beat the Colonels in seven in the Finals. The following year the Hall of Famer coached the Los Angeles Lakers to a 69–13 record and an NBA title.




  11. Which of the following cities won NBA and ABA titles?




  A. Indiana B. New York C. San Antonio D. Utah




  Answer: B. The New York Nets won ABA titles in 1974 and 1976. The Knicks won titles in 1970 and 1973.




  12. What ABA star led the league in rebounding the most times?




  A. Swen Nater B. Artis Gilmore C. Mel Daniels D. Spencer Haywood




  Answer: B. Gilmore led the league four of the ABA’s nine seasons. HIs highest average was 18.31 rebounds a game in 1973.




  13. Who led the ABA in scoring the most years?




  A. Spencer Haywood B. Julius Erving C. Charlie Scott D. Dan Issel




  Answer: B. Erving led the ABA in scoring in three of the last four years of the league’s existence.











  
ALL-STAR GAME





  14. Name the MVP of the 1962 All-Star Game.




  A. Bob Pettit B. Bill Russell C. Oscar Robertson D. Wilt Chamberlain




  Answer: D. The Warriors center posted an incredible 42 points and 24 rebounds, enough to propel the East to a 150–130 win.




  15. Name the MVP of the 1977 All-Star Game.




  A. Bob McAdoo B. Paul Westphal C. Julius Erving D. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar E. Bob Lanier




  Answer: C. Erving took his new league by storm, posting 30 points, 12 rebounds, and four steals.




  16. Who earned the most votes for the 2008 All-Star Game in New Orleans?




  A. LeBron James B. Tim Duncan C. Kevin Garnett D. Dwyane Wade




  Answer: C. The Celtic power forward drew 2,399,148 votes but did not play due to injury. LeBron James walked off with the MVP hardware, leading the East to a 134–128 victory with 27 points, nine assists, and eight rebounds.




  17. Who was the MVP of the 1955 All-Star contest?




  A. Bob Cousy B. Jim Pollard C. Bill Sharman D. Harry Gallatin




  Answer: C. The Celtics’ marksman Sharman netted 15 points in 18 minutes off the bench, earning the honors in the East’s 100–91 victory at Madison Square Garden.




  18. Which game had the largest margin of victory in All-Star Game history?




  A. 1959 B. 1963 C. 1966 D. 1971




  Answer: C. The East won the game played in Cincinnati, 137–94. Adrian Smith, the Royals’ star guard, was MVP with 24 points and eight rebounds. It was the Eastern Conference’s fourth straight victory, as they won their 11th of the 16 games played.




  19. When was the first All-Star Game played between the ABA and NBA?




  A. 1970 B. 1971 C. 1972 D. 1973




  Answer: B. The NBA won the first “Super Game” between the two pro leagues 125–120 at the Houston Astrodome on May 28, 1971. Walt Frazier logged 32 points and won the MVP of the game and a car.




  20. Which of the following players won or tied for the MVP in three of the first 10 All-Star Games played?




  A. Bob Cousy B. George Mikan C. Bill Sharman D. Bob Pettit




  Answer: D. In the 1956 game at Rochester War Memorial Coliseum, the Hawks forward led both teams in points with 20 and rebounds with 24 in the West’s 108–94 victory over the East. Playing on his home court in St. Louis in 1958, Pettit logged 28 points and 26 rebounds, pacing both teams for the second time in three years in a losing effort, 130–118. In 1959, Pettit posted 25 points and 16 rebounds in Detroit to lead both squads and grab MVP honors for the third time in four seasons.




  21. Besides Bob Pettit, who else won two All-Star Game MVPs in the 1950s?




  A. Ed Macauley B. George Mikan C. Bill Sharman D. Bob Cousy




  Answer: D. In 1954 the Boston point guard scored 20 and grabbed 11 boards as the East grabbed a 98–93 overtime victory at Madison Square Garden in New York. The Lakers’ Jim Pollard scored 23 for the West. The New York native did it again in 1957, grabbing MVP honors at the Boston Garden with 10 points (on just 4-of-14 shooting) and seven assists. Bob Pettit scored 21 points and grabbed 11 boards in the 109–97 defeat for the West.
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  Bob Pettit




  22. Who was the leading scorer in the 1975 All-Star Game?




  A. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar B. Bob McAdoo C. Walt Frazier D. Rick Barry E. Sidney Wicks




  Answer: C. Playing without his longtime teammates Willis Reed and Dave DeBusschere, but playing alongside his more recent mate Earl Monroe, Walt Frazier logged 30 points in 35 minutes. He made 10 of 17 field goal attempts and 10 of 11 from the foul line. He also snatched five rebounds and made four steals in leading the East to a 108–102 victory at the Veterans Memorial Coliseum in Phoenix.




  23. Who led all scorers in the NBA’s 50th-anniversary All-Star Game in 1997 at the Gund Arena in Cleveland?




  A. Grant Hill B. Glen Rice C. Gary Payton D. Latrell Sprewell




  Answer: B. With the excitement of the league’s 50th anniversary, the Hornets small forward logged 26 points and snatched the MVP in a 132–120 victory for the East.




  24. Who was the leading scorer in the 1974 All-Star Game?




  A. Spencer Haywood B. Bob Lanier C. Gail Goodrich D. Pete Maravich E. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar




  Answer: B. Lanier, a center for the Pistons, played a dogged 26 minutes off the bench and scored 24 points and grabbed 10 rebounds as the West thumped the East 134–123. Haywood, playing before his home crowd in Seattle, scored 23 points and gathered 11 rebounds. Trail Blazers forward Wicks added 16. The East was also paced by a bench player, Dave DeBusschere, who tallied 16 points.




  25. When was the first NBA All-Star Game played?




  A. 1947 B. 1949 C. 1950 D. 1951




  Answer: D. Played at the Boston Garden before an excited throng of 10,094 fans on March 2, 1951. It was fitting that a Celtic paced the attack for the East. Forward “Easy” Ed Macauley scored 20 and was helped by 19 from the Warriors’ “Jumpin’” Joe Fulks and 15 from the Nationals’ Dolph Schayes. The East led by 11 at the half and coasted to a 111–94 win.




  26. True or False? The East won the first two All-Star Games played.




  Answer: True. Despite a contribution of 26 points and 15 rebounds from Minneapolis Lakers center George Mikan, in the 1952 game the East pulled away in the second half and rolled to a 108–91 win. Warriors guard Paul Arizin matched Mikan with 26 and Celtic playmaker Bob Cousy amassed 13 assists before 10,211 home fans at the Boston Garden.




  27. When was the second All-Star Game played between the ABA and NBA?




  A. 1972 B. 1973 C. 1974 D. 1975




  Answer: A. The first neck and neck contest was followed by a closer one, with the NBA winning 106–104 on May 25, 1972, at the Nassau Coliseum in New York. With the ABA ahead by 19 points in the second quarter, they inexplicably sat Julius Erving until two minutes remained in the third with the NBA ahead 81–78. Center Bob Lanier scored 15 points and won the MVP.




  28. What Celtic played in 13 consecutive All-Star Games from 1951 to 1963?




  A. Ed Macauley B. Bob Cousy C. Bill Sharman D. Bill Russell




  Answer: B. Cousy played in the All-Star Game in each of his 13 pro seasons.




  29. Who was the first All-Star MVP to win the honor on his home court and go on to win the championship that season?




  A. Bob Cousy B. Bob Pettit C. Jerry West D. Willis Reed




  Answer: A. The East beat the West 109–97 at Boston Garden in 1957, as the Celtics guard posted 10 points and seven assists and won the MVP. The vote was questionable since Warriors center Neil Johnston recorded 19 points and nine rebounds. The Celtics beat the Hawks in the Finals, winning Game 7 in double overtime, as forward Tommy Heinsohn poured in 37 points.




  30. Match the All-Stars with their uniform numbers.




  1. Ed Macauley 2. Joe Fulks 3. Dolph Schayes 4. Bob Cousy




  A. 4 B. 22 C. 14 D. 10




  Answer: 1-B; 2-D; 3-A; 4-C.




  31. Name the first San Diego Clipper to play in an All-Star Game.




  A. World B. Free B. Marvin Barnes C. Bill Walton D. Swen Nater




  Answer: A. In a season in which he averaged 30.2 points per game, Free played in the 1980 All-Star Game at the Capital Center in Maryland. He logged 14 points for the West, but the East prevailed in overtime, 144–136, led by 34 points from George Gervin.




  32. Who was the first Charlotte player to play in an All-Star Game?




  A. Larry Johnson B. Alonzo Mourning C. Kemba Walker D. Glen Rice




  Answer: A. Johnson played in the 1993 All-Star Game.




  33. Name the team whose players received three consecutive All-Star Game MVPs in the 1960s.




  A. Celtics B. Royals C. Hawks D. Lakers




  Answer: B. Oscar Robertson, Jerry Lucas, and Adrian Smith took the honor from 1964 through 1966. In 1964 Robertson nearly posted a triple-double with 26 points, 14 rebounds, and eight assists in a 111–107 win at the Boston Garden. In 1965 it was Lucas’s turn, as he recorded 25 points and 10 rebounds in a 124–123 squeaker at the St. Louis Arena. It was Smith off the bench for 24 points and eight rebounds in 26 minutes in a 137–94 triumph at the Cincinnati Gardens in 1966.




  34. Who played in the most All-Star Games as a Hawk?




  A. Bob Pettit B. Dominique Wilkins C. Cliff Hagan D. Lou Hudson




  Answer: A. Pettit played in 11 All-Star contests, making the team in all of his pro seasons.




  35. Match the All-Stars with their uniform numbers.




  1. Paul Arizin 2. Andy Phillip 3. Harry Gallatin 4. Red Rocha


  

  A. 4 B. 10 C. 11 D. 19




  Answer: 1-C; 2-D; 3-B; 4-A.




  36. What Bulls made the All-Star Game in the team’s inaugural season?




  A. Bob Boozer B. Jerry Sloan C. Guy Rodgers D. Chet Walker




  Answer: B and C. The Bulls landed two players on the All-Star team in 1966–67, their first season. Jerry Sloan, a 6’5” guard and six-time All-Defensive Team recipient, made the squad. Nine-year guard Guy Rodgers, who posted 18 points and 11 rebounds per game that year, also made the team.




  37. Who was the first Maverick to be selected as an All-Star?




  A. Mark Aguirre B. Rolando Blackman C. James Donaldson D. Jason Kidd




  Answer: A. His first game was in 1984. He tallied 13 points in 13 minutes.




  38. True or False? The only Mavericks All-Star from 2020 through 2022 was Luka Dončić.




  Answer: True.




  39. Who were the coaches in the 1952 All-Star Game?




  A. Joe Lapchick B. Al Cervi C. Red Auerbach D. John Kundla




  Answer: B and D. Cervi, the 5’10” former Syracuse point guard, led the East to a 108–91 win. Kundla, who coached the Lakers’ dynasty, piloted the West.




  40. Match the All-Stars with their uniform numbers.




  1. Max Zaslofsky 2. Dick McGuire 3. George Mikan 4. Jim Pollard


  

  A. 15 B. 99 C. 17 D. 10




  Answer: 1-D; 2-A; 3-B; 4-C.




  41. When did the West win its first All-Star Game?




  A. 1951 B. 1952 C. 1953 D. 1954




  Answer: C. Behind game MVP George Mikan’s 22 points and 16 rebounds, the West prevailed 79–75 in the Allen County War Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne, Indiana.




  42. Who was the MVP of the first All-Star Game played in Madison Square Garden?




  A. Bill Sharman B. Ray Felix C. Jim Pollard D. Bob Cousy




  Answer: D. Playing at the old Garden at 50th Street and Eighth Avenue before a throng of 16,487 fans in 1954, the Celtics’ point guard poured in 20 points and grabbed 11 rebounds as the East won in overtime 98–93.




  43. The 1976 game was played in Philadelphia for the bicentennial. What player was chosen MVP in a controversial decision?




  A. Bob McAdoo B. Dave Bing C. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar D. Dave Cowens




  Answer: B. The Bullets guard had 16 points. McAdoo had 22 for the Braves. Cowens had 16 points and 16 rebounds. Abdul-Jabbar had 22 points and 15 rebounds.




  44. What 1974 All-Star MVP led his team to a victory at the center position?




  A. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar B. Bob Lanier C. Spencer Haywood D. Nate Thurmond




  Answer: B. The Pistons’ 6’11” Lanier was stellar, hitting a crazy 11 of 15 shots for 24 points. He also grabbed 10 rebounds in a 134–123 victory.




  45. Match the All-Stars with their uniform numbers.




  1. Vern Mikkelsen 2. Bobby Wanzer 3. Slater Martin 4. Bob Davies




  A. 9 B. 22 C. 11 D. 19




  Answer: 1-D; 2-A; 3-B; 4-C.




  46. Who was the MVP of the 1968 All-Star Game?




  A. John Havlicek B. Dave DeBusschere C. Hal Greer D. Bill Russell




  Answer: C. The 76ers’ diminutive point guard came off the bench for the Eastern Conference squad and scored 21 points in 17 minutes. Havlicek added 26 points off the bench in a 144–124 blowout at Madison Square Garden.




  47. Who won his second All-Star Game MVP in the 2005 contest?




  A. Shaquille O’Neal B. Allen Iverson C. Kobe Bryant D. Kevin Garnett




  Answer: B. He connected on only four of 14 shots, but his 10 assists and five steals aided the East in a 125–115 victory.




  48. Who was the leading scorer in the 1993 All-Star Game?




  A. David Robinson B. Mark Price C. Karl Malone D. Michael Jordan




  Answer: D. Jordan tallied 30, but the East lost in overtime 135–132. Teammates and co-MVPs Malone and John Stockton prevailed. Malone had 30 points and 10 rebounds and Stockton had 15 assists.




  49. In 2023, what player set the record for points scored in an All-Star Game?




  A. Damian Lillard B. Jayson Tatum C. Donovan Mitchell D. Jaylen Brown




  Answer: B. Jayson Tatum logged 55 points, breaking the record of 52 set by Anthony Davis in 2017. He led Team Giannis to a 184–175 victory over Team LeBron.




  50. True or False? The leading vote getter won the MVP in the 2019 game.




  Answer: False. LeBron James, now a Laker, drew 4,620,809 votes, but his teammate Kevin Durant tallied 31 points, seven assists, and seven rebounds in Team LeBron’s 178–164 victory over Team Giannis.




  51. True or False? The leading vote getter in the 2020 All-Star Game was also the MVP of the game.




  Answer: False. LeBron James got 6,275,459 votes to lead the way. But the Clippers’ Kawhi Leonard hoisted 30 points and grabbed seven rebounds as Team LeBron won a squeaker over Team Giannis 157–155.




  52. Name the team with the most All-Star selections.




  A. Lakers B. Celtics C. 76ers D. Pistons




  Answer: A. The Lakers have had 65 All-Stars. The Celtics are second with 60.




  53. Who was the MVP of the 1967 game?




  A. Rick Barry B. Wilt Chamberlain C. Elgin Baylor D. Guy Rodgers




  Answer: A. Playing for the Warriors, Barry scored 38 points. He accepted the trophy from Commissioner Walter Kennedy after a 135–120 West victory.











  
ALL-TIME GREATS





  54. True or False? None of the top 10 players in minutes played in a game are in the Hall of Fame.




  Answer: False. Wilt Chamberlain and Nate Thurmond each played 63 minutes in a game, Chamberlain in 1961 and again in 1969, and Thurmond in 1969. Both are in the Hall of Fame.




  55. How many of the top 10 scoring games did Kobe Bryant record in 2006–7, the 60th anniversary of the league?




  A. One B. Four C. Five D. Six




  Answer: D. Bryant scored a season-high 65. His five other top 10 season totals were between 52 and 60 points.




  56. What two players are tied for most free throws made in a game?




  A. Allen Iverson B. Michael Jordan C. Adrian Dantley D. Wilt Chamberlain




  Answer: C and D. Dantley made an astounding 28 of 29 free throws and scored 46 points against the Rockets in a 116–111 victory on January 4, 1984. Chamberlain made 28 of 32 free throws, and 36 of 63 field goals, in his 100-point game in a 169–147 win against the Knicks on March 2, 1962.




  57. How many of the top 10 single-game scoring records belong to Warriors?




  A. One B. Three C. Four D. Six




  Answer: D. All six belong to Wilt Chamberlain, who scored 100, 78, 73 three times, and 72.




  58. How many of the top 10 marks for rebounds in a game belong to Wilt Chamberlain?




  A. Three B. Five C. Six D. Seven




  Answer: C. Chamberlain set the record with 55 rebounds in a game in 1960 against Bill Russell and the Celtics, who had 59 rebounds as a team. Playing all 48 minutes, Chamberlain also scored 34 points, but the Celtics prevailed 132–129. Russell had the next three highest totals. Chamberlain also had 45 in a game and 43 four times.




  59. True or False? No player ever had 20 offensive rebounds in a game.




  Answer: False. With the Rockets, Moses Malone had 21 offensive rebounds on February 21, 1982, in a 117–100 win over the Sonics. Malone also had the second highest total with 19 in 1979.




  60. Who owns most of the top 10 records for assists in a single game?




  A. Scott Skiles B. Bob Cousy C. John Stockton D Isiah Thomas




  Answer: C. Stockton recorded 28, 27, and 26 assists in a single game between 1988 and 1991. Those are the fifth, seventh, and eighth highest marks of all time.




  61. How many of the top 10 games in field goals attempted are owned by one player?




  A. Four B. Eight C. Nine D. Ten




  Answer: C. Wilt Chamberlain owns nine of the top 10 marks for field goals attempted in a game. Laker Elgin Baylor took 55 shots in a triple-overtime contest on December 8, 1961. He made 22 and tallied 63 points, 31 rebounds, and seven assists. Wilt played in that contest and made 31 of his 62 attempts. He scored 78 points and secured 43 rebounds. Despite Wilt’s heroic efforts, his Warriors lost 151–147.




  62. Match the players with how long it took for them to win their first NBA championship.




  1. Julius Erving 2. Michael Jordan 3. Earl Monroe 4. Walt Frazier




  A. Three years B. Six years C. Seven years D. Nine years




  Answer: 1 and 2-C; 3-B; 4-A.




  63. Of the 13 games in which a player has scored 70 or more points, how many of those games were posted by Wilt Chamberlain?




  A. Two B. Five C. Six D. Seven




  Answer: C. Chamberlain posted six games of 70 or more points. He reached 70 three times in the 1961–62 season, including a high of 100 on March 2, 1962.




  64. The NBA gave us an alphabetical list of the 75 greatest players in its 75th anniversary year. ESPN took the further step of ranking them. Which player didn’t rank in the top five on their list?




  A. Bill Russell B. Magic Johnson C. Wilt Chamberlain D. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar




  Answer: A. Russell was ranked sixth. In his 13 seasons, the Celtics won 11 championships.




  65. Rank the great point guards with the number of championship teams they played on.




  A. John Stockton B. Oscar Robertson C. Magic Johnson D. Isiah Thomas E. Stephen Curry




  Answer: 1-C, five titles, 1980, 1982, 1985, 1987, 1988; 2-E, four, 2015, 2017, 2018, 2022; 3-D, two, 1989, 1990; 4-B, 1971; 5-A, none.




  66. Which center was in the top 10 players ranked on the ESPN list of the top 75 players?




  A. Tim Duncan B. Shaquille O’Neal C. Moses Malone D. Hakeem Olajuwon




  Answer: A. Duncan was ranked eighth on ESPN’s list of the top 75 players. He played on five NBA champions.











  
ANNIVERSARIES





  67. True or False? None of the following players got 60 points in any game during the NBA’s 75th anniversary season.




  A. Kyrie Irving B. LeBron James C. Trae Young D. Karl-Anthony Towns




  Answer: False. Towns tallied 60 and grabbed 17 rebounds on March 14, 2022, in a 149–139 win over the Spurs. On March 15 Irving scored 60 on 20-of-31 from the field and 8-of-12 from 3-point territory for a 150–108 blowout over the Magic.




  68. Which of the following teams won a title 25 years after winning another title?




  A. 1959 Celtics B. 1967 76ers C. 1985 Lakers D. 1987 Lakers




  Answer: A, C. After their second crown in 1959, the Celtics won a quarter-century later when they beat the Lakers in seven games in 1984. The 1985 Lakers topped the Celtics in six games. In 2010 they topped the Celtics in seven games.




  69. Who scored the most points in a single game in the NBA’s 25th anniversary year?




  A. Dave Bing B. Elvin Hayes C. Walt Wesley D. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar




  Answer: A. The Pistons guard logged 54 in a losing effort against the Bulls on February 21, 1971. Abdul-Jabbar scored 53 twice that season.




  70. Who grabbed 30 rebounds the most times in 1971, the 25th anniversary of the NBA?




  A. Willis Reed B. Elvin Hayes C. Wilt Chamberlain D. Gus Johnson




  Answer: C. Chamberlain did it three times, with a high of 32. The others here did it twice. Hayes had the high total with 35.




  71. True or False? None of the following players got 20 assists in any game during the NBA’s 25th anniversary season.




  A. Lenny Wilkens B. Norm Van Lier C. Larry Siegfried D. Jerry West




  Answer: False. Previously with the Celtics during five of their championship years, Rockets guard Siegfried got 21 assists on November 16, 1970, in a victory over the Trail Blazers, 136–118.




  72. True or False? None of the following players scored 50 points during the NBA’s 50th anniversary season.




  A. Michael Jordan B. Glen Rice C. Hakeem Olajuwon D. Allen Iverson




  Answer: False. Jordan tallied 51 in an 88–87 victory over the Knicks on January 21, 1997. It was the highest total during the 50th anniversary season.




  73. True or False? None of the following players got 20 assists during the NBA’s 50th anniversary year.




  A. Robert Pack B. Nick Van Exel C. Mark Jackson D. John Stockton




  Answer: False. Van Exel posted the highest total of the season with 23 on January 5, 1997. Pack and Jackson each had 22 in other games.




  74. True or False? No player scored 50 points during the 1998–99 season 25 years ago.




  Answer: True. Oddly, no one scored 50. Antonio McDyess, Allen Iverson, and Grant Hill tied for the highest score with 46.




  75. Who had the highest scoring game 10 years ago in 2014?




  A. LeBron James B. Kevin Durant C. Carmelo Anthony D. Terrence Ross




  Answer: C. Anthony tallied 62 for the Knicks in a 125–96 win over the Bobcats on January 24, 2014. He connected on 23 of 35 shots. Kevin Durant had five of the top 10 top scores ranging from 46 to 54 points.




  76. Who scored the most points in a single game during the 1973–74 season, 50 years ago?




  A. Fred Brown B. Bob McAdoo C. Rick Barry D. Gail Goodrich




  Answer: C. Barry was the only 60-point scorer in 1974, pouring in 64 for the Warriors against the Blazers in a 143–120 win in the penultimate game of the season on March 26, 1974. Barry also topped 50 points twice that season, giving him the fourth and fifth highest totals too.




  77. True or False? None of the following players got 30 rebounds in a game during the 1973–74 season 50 years ago.




  A. Elvin Hayes B. Nate Thurmond C. Jim Fox D. George Johnson




  Answer: False. A, C, and D hit the mark. The Wizards’ Hayes registered a season best 32 boards in a 115–109 loss against the Hawks. Sonics center Jim Fox grabbed 30 and got 25 points and nine assists in a 129–105 win against the Lakers. Johnson, the Warriors’ 6’11” center, only averaged 7.9 a game but grabbed 30 in a 112–107 loss to the Lakers.




  78. True or False? No player had 20 assists during the 1998–99 season 25 years ago.




  Answer: False. Playing for the Nets, Stephon Marbury logged 26 points and 20 assists against the Pacers in a 120–98 victory on April 25, 1999.




  79. Which player led in minutes in the most games 50 years ago?




  A. Austin Carr B. Jo Jo White C. Bob Love D. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar




  Answer: D. Ten players stayed on the floor for 53 minutes in a game in 1974. Abdul-Jabbar was the only player who did it more than once, accomplishing the feat three times. In one of the three overtime games, on March 12, Abdul-Jabbar posted 44 points, 12 rebounds, four steals, and four blocks.




  80. True or False? No player had 25 assists during the 1973–74 season 50 years ago.




  Answer: False. The Braves’ diminutive guard Ernie DiGregorio got 25 assists on January 1, 1974, in a 120–119 road victory over the Blazers. He also had 20 points and nine rebounds.




  81. Which Knick had his career high in points 50 years ago?




  A. Dave DeBusschere B. Earl Monroe C. Walt Frazier D. Willis Reed




  Answer: C. Frazier connected on 20 of his 24 shots and scored 44 for the game in a 106–91 road win over the Lakers on November 2, 1973.




  82. Which of the following teams won a title 10 years after they won their first title?




  A. Lakers B. Warriors C. Celtics D. Royals




  Answer: None of them. The Lakers won in 1949 and were swept by the Celtics in 1959. The Warriors won in 1947 and didn’t play in the Finals in 1957. The Celtics won in 1957 but lost in the conference finals to the 76ers in 1967. The Royals won in 1951 and didn’t make the Finals as the Royals in 1961.




  83. Which team won the championship in the NBA’s 25th anniversary year?




  A. Knicks B. Bucks C. Lakers D. Celtics




  Answer: B. The 1971 Bucks took the Bullets four straight in the silver anniversary season.




  84. Which team won the championship in the NBA’s 50th anniversary year?




  A. Pistons B. Rockets C. Bulls D. Spurs




  Answer: C. In 1996 the Bulls won 72 and lost 10. In the Finals they beat the Sonics four games to two.




  85. Which team won the championship in the NBA’s 75th anniversary year?




  A. Warriors B. Bucks C. Lakers D. Raptors




  Answer: B. The Bucks won in 2021, beating the Suns in six after falling behind two games to none.




  86. What team was the champion in the NBA’s 30th anniversary year?




  A. Warriors B. Celtics C. Lakers D. Knicks




  Answer: B. The Celtics topped the Suns in six games in the 1976 Finals.




  87. Name the team that won the championship in the NBA’s 10th anniversary year.




  A. Nationals B. Celtics C. Warriors D. Pistons




  Answer: C. The Philadelphia Warriors took the Fort Wayne Pistons in five games. Paul Arizin led the way with 27.6 points and eight rebounds per game. George Yardley was stellar for the Pistons in a losing cause, averaging 24.8 points and 15 rebounds.











  
AWARDS





  88. Name the player whose number has been retired by all teams.




  A. Wilt Chamberlain B. Bill Russell C. Michael Jordan D. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar




  Answer: B. Following Russell’s death on July 31, 2022, the NBA decided that no player would ever wear #6 again.




  89. Which of the following player(s) won Rookie of the Year and MVP in the same season?




  A. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar B. Wilt Chamberlain C. Wes Unseld D. Magic Johnson E. Larry Bird




  Answer: B and C. Chamberlain won both honors in 1960, when he averaged an astounding 37.6 points and 27 rebounds per game. Unseld, the Bullets’ 6′7″ center, grabbed both honors in 1969, when he posted 13.8 points and 18.2 rebounds a game.




  90. Name the first Comeback Player of the Year.




  A. Bernard King B. Nate Archibald C. Gus Williams D. Paul Westphal




  Answer: B. Archibald took the honor in 1980, when he averaged 14.1 points and 8.4 assists as the Celtics point guard. Seven years earlier he was the only player in NBA history to lead the league in points (34.0) and assists (11.4) while playing for the Kansas City-Omaha Kings.




  91. Who was the last player to win back-to-back MVP Awards?




  A. LeBron James B. Giannis Antetokounmpo C. James Harden D. Nikola Jokić




  Answer: D. The Nuggets’ center took the award in 2021 and 2022.




  92. Name the MVP of the 1976 Finals.




  A. Jo Jo White B. Dave Cowens C. Charlie Scott D. John Havlicek




  Answer: A. White posted 21.7 points, 4.3 rebounds, and 5.8 assists per game. The Celtics beat the Suns in six games.




  93. True or False? No one has ever won Defensive Player of the Year three or more times.




  Answer: False. Dikembe Mutombo, Ben Wallace, and Rudy Gobert won it four times each. Dwight Howard won it three times.




  94. Who was the last player to win three straight MVPs?




  A. Magic Johnson B. Kevin Durant C. Larry Bird D. Michael Jordan




  Answer: C. He reeled off three straight from 1984 through 1986.




  95. True or False? Three players won all the MVPs in the 1960s.




  Answer: False. Four players won all 10 awards. Wilt Chamberlain won in 1960 and 1966 through 1968. Bill Russell also won four: 1961 through 1963 and 1965. The other two were won by Oscar Robertson (1964) and Wes Unseld (1969).




  96. What player(s) won the Finals MVPs in the Knicks’ 1970 and 1973 championships?




  A. Willis Reed B. Walt Frazier C. Earl Monroe D. Dave DeBusschere




  Answer: A. In 1970 Reed limped out on the court and played 27 minutes against Wilt Chamberlain in Game 7. He averaged 23 points and 10 rebounds for the series. In 1973 the Knicks beat the Lakers in five games and Reed posted 16 points and nine rebounds per game.




  97. Who won the game MVP of the 1977 All-Star Game?




  A. Paul Westphal B. George McGinnis C. Kareem Abdul-Jabbar D. Julius Erving




  Answer: D. In the first All-Star Game following the NBA-ABA merger, Julius Erving heard boos as he accepted the MVP trophy from Commissioner Larry O’Brien. The crowd at Milwaukee Arena booed, thinking that the Suns’ Paul Westphal should have been MVP. But Erving posted 30 points, 12 rebounds, three assists, and four steals, compared to Westphal’s 20 points, one rebound, six assists, and three steals. The West won 125–124.




  98. Who was the NBA Defensive Player of the Year in 2022?




  A. Marcus Smart B. Rudy Gobert C. Mikal Bridges D. Jrue Holiday




  Answer: A. Smart received 37 first place votes from a panel of 100 sports media. He was the first guard to win the award since Gary Payton won in 1996.




  99. Who won the All-Star Game MVP the most times?




  A. Bob Cousy B. Kobe Bryant C. Oscar Robertson D. Bob Pettit




  Answer: B and D. Each won or shared the award four times. A Hawks forward who averaged 26 points and 16 rebounds per game for his career, Pettit won in 1956, 1958, shared it with Elgin Baylor in 1959, and won in 1962. Bryant won in 2002, 2007, shared it with Shaquille O’Neal in 2009, and won in 2011.




  100. Which player won the MVP of the 1996 All-Star Game in a controversial decision?




  A. Michael Jordan B. Shaquille O’Neal C. Anfernee Hardaway D. David Robinson




  Answer: A. Jordan scored 20 but his teammate O’Neal had 25 points and 10 rebounds in a 129–118 victory for the East.




  101. True or False? Celtics players have won the most MVPs.




  Answer: True. Celtics have won 10. The Lakers are second with eight.




  102. Name the last coach to win Coach of the Year in the year his team won the championship.




  A. Steve Kerr B. Gregg Popovich C. Nick Nurse D. Mike Budenholzer




  Answer: B. Popovich won the award in 2014 when his Spurs finished 62-20 and took the Heat 4–1 in the NBA Finals.




  103. Name the player who was first to win Sixth Man of the Year in back-to-back seasons.




  A. John Havlicek B. Kevin McHale C. Frank Ramsey D. Detlef Schrempf




  Answer: B. The Celtics’ Hall of Fame forward won in 1984 and 1985. In both seasons he played more than 30 minutes off the bench.




  104. Name the MVP of the 1975 Finals.




  A. Wes Unseld B. Phil Chenier C. Kevin Porter D. Rick Barry




  Answer: D. Barry averaged 29.5 in the Warriors’ four-game sweep of the Bullets.




  105. Who was the first to win the Most Improved Player Award and also be inducted into the Hall of Fame?




  A. Tracy McGrady B. Jalen Rose C. Jermaine O’Neal D. Darrell Armstrong




  Answer: A. McGrady won the award in 2001 and was inducted to the Hall in 2017.




  106. Name the first player to win the Sixth Man Award.




  A. Bobby Jones B. John Havlicek C. Kevin McHale D. Frank Ramsey




  Answer: A. Famous sixth men—including Celtics’ Hall of Famers Frank Ramsey and John Havlicek—competed for decades before the NBA gave out an award for it. The 76ers’ Hall of Fame forward Bobby Jones won it in 1983, the first year it was given.




  107. Name the most recent player to win the Sixth Man of the Year Award in consecutive seasons.




  A. Jamal Crawford B. Lamar Odom C. Bobby Jackson D. Lou Williams




  Answer: D. The 17-year veteran point guard for the Hawks has won the award thrice, most recently in 2018 and 2019.




  108. Who won the All-Star Game MVP in 2007?




  A. Kobe Bryant B. Kevin Garnett C. LeBron James D. Vince Carter




  Answer: A. Bryant hoisted the West on his shoulders in a 153–132 win as he posted 31 points, five rebounds, six assists, and six steals.




  109. Who took home MVP honors in the 2021 All-Star Game?




  A. Stephen Curry B. LeBron James C. Luka Dončić D. Giannis Antetokounmpo




  Answer: D. Giannis scored 35 in Team LeBron’s 170–150 victory over Team Durant. Neither of the players the teams were named for saw action.




  110. Who scored 50 points and won the MVP in the 2022 All-Star Game?
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